»««^?'i 



-n:.v 



CORNELL 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 




Cornell University Library 
BX6495.M55 M25 



Memoirs of Elder Jesse Mercer. By CD. Ill 



Clin 




3 1924 029 453 010 




Cornell University 
Library 



The original of this book is in 
the Cornell University Library. 

There are no known copyright restrictions in 
the United States on the use of the text. 



http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924029453010 



M EM O I R S 



ELDER JESSE MERCER. 



BY C. D. MALLARY. . 



NEW-YORK: 
PRINTED E^y JOHN GRAY. 

1844. 



ADVEk 



The following^ work was undertaken in accordance with the request and 
appointment of the Baptist Slate Convention, at its annual session at Lag^range, 
in I84S. Its preparation for the press has been retarded by some difficulty 
and delay in collecting the necessary materials, by other numerous and press- 
ing duties, but more especially by that feeble state of health, which for many 
years past has imposed upon the writer the necessity of taking much time to 
accomplish even an inconsiderable task. The volume is not altogether what 
the Author could have wished, and what perhaps the public have expected, 
nor what, under different circumstances, the writer could have made it ; yet 
with all its defects, it is hoped that it will be found entertaiuing to the survi- 
ving friends and acquaintances of Mr. Mercer, and not altogether useless to the 
religious community in general. The work contains some reflections and his- 
torical details not absolutely necessary to illustrate the life and character of 
Mr. Mercer ; yet they generally relate to affairs with which he was more or 
less connected, and may be in £ome degree interesting and useful to Southern 
Baptists, and particularly to the Baptists of Georgia. And it is proper hero 
to state, that the Author in preparing the work has had particular reference 
to its usefulness upon that field where it was natural to suppose it would find 
its principal patronage and circulation. On this account, it is to be hoped, that 
the more distant reader will look with forbearance on what might seem to him 
to be the redundances and defects of the publication. 

Numerous quotations from the writings of Mr. Mercer are interspersed 
through the volume — more than what many might deem judicious, though 
fewer than what others no doubt would desire. In the selections, reference 
has been had, in some cases, to their practical excellence, in others, to their 
adaptedness to give a clear and impartial view of Mr. Mercer's various reli- 
gious opinions. After all, these quotatiotfs constitute but a very small portion 
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ELDER JESSE MERCER. 



CHAPTER I. 



Introductory Remarks-— Brief Notice of Mr. Mercer'sJ paternal 
Grandfather.^Sketch of- the Life of Silas Mercer.^Eatly Life 
of Jesse Mercer. — His Conversion. 

Upon the map of an extended country, we "'do not 
expect to see a distinct exhibition of every hill and 
rivulet and valley. Au attempt at such minuteness 
would defeat the design of geographical delineation, 
exhibiting nothing to the eye but a conftised and blot^ 
ted chart. The most interesting and prominent objects 
only can be sketched, and if this is performed with 
judgment and accuracy, every reasonable expectation 
is satisfied. So upon the map of Zion, which is to be 
held up to public view and Jianded down to future 
.ages, we do not expect to find a distinct and pi^pminent 
exhibition of the 'life and labors of every saint who 
may have contributed a share by his work of faith 
and labor of love, and patience of hope, to enrich and 
beautify the spiritual la,hdscape. If it were possible 
for mortals on earth to construct and exhibit such a 
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chart, how vast would be its dimensions, how compli- 
cated its' parts, how wearisome its details. It would 
take a long life to scan one little province; and even 
in thi§ limited and partial field, the eye would wander 
over a thousand objects which would fail to make any 
deep and salutary impression on the mind. For the 
present, it is enough for us to know that such an ex- 
tended and perfect memorial is in the course of pre- 
-parati0u in a brighter and better world. The record 
of all the saints is on high. On that record, the life and 
services of the most obscure believer, as well as of 
the most eminent, are traced in clear immortal lines. 
At length the glorious chart will be unfolded to our 
view in all its minute and mighty delineations. ' The 
little rill will then be as distinctly seen as the majes- 
tic river ; the, flowery hijlock as the cloud-capt moun- 
tain ; and then sn9,ll we learn, as we gaze with strong 
and admiring eyes upon the heavenly portraiture, in 
what manner the beauty and influence of all the re- 
deemed had been combined to complete the glory of 
Zion, and show forth the manifold wisdsm and match- 
less grace of the Triune God. 

. But if, at present, it would be as useless as it is im- 
possible, to Tender distinct and prominent in the annals 
of, the church, the life and d6ath of every good man, 
yet there has ever prevailed, a just and general expec- 
tation that those who haVe been blessed with distin- 
guished gifts and graces, and selected by heaven as 
the instruments of extensive and lasting good, should 
be honored after death with some enduring memorial 
in which they may still live for the glory of God and the 
benefit of mankind. Upon the map of Zion, which is 
to give faithfiil instruction to future ages, tlie Baptist 
denomination in. the United States will be laid down 
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as an extensive and important province ; ani, in that 
province'' -gur childxen.will expect to Sjeef some traces 
o£, tlie life and services of Jesse Mercek. 
» The patriarchal head of the Mercer family was a 
native of Scotland, who emigrated to this country 
about the dose of the seventeenth century. The pa- 
ternal grandfather of Jesse Mercer was one of hig. 
• chil'drfen, and was bom in Virginia, in 1713. He mar- 
ried his first wife in that state, by whom he had three 
children, Lydia, Silas and Rhoda. His second wife 
was Sarah Simmons, of Currituck county, North Caro- 
lina, by whom he had nine children,; viz. Jacob, Tho- 
mas, Sarah, Chloe, Mary", Vashti, James, Caleb and 
John. Two only of this numerous family are now 
liying, Mr. James Mercer of Coweta county, and Col. 
John Mercer of Lee county. The father removed 
from Virginia to North Carolina, (at what time it is 
not certainly known,) and resided ip Currituck county 
and elsewhere in the state until about 1767, when he 
emigrated to Georgia and settled in what is now 
Wilkes county. He and his family suffered many 
hgxdships during the revolutionary struggle. , He was 
upwards of sixty years of age at the commencement 
of the war, and although from age and infirmity he 
performed no actual service, yet he embraced in feeling 
the cause of liig country, with patriotic zeal. Two of 
his sons, Jacob and Thomas, notwithstanding tiiey had 
families, were engaged in active service during nearly 
the whole war, the care of their families in the mean 
time devolving mainly upon their aged parent. He 
died at the. residence of his son Silas, in Wilkes county, 
in the seventy-seventh year of his = age. Through 
youth and, middle age he was a High Chlirchman, 
and for along time ofiaciated in North Carolina as 
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clerk o£J the parish,, and perhaps as curate. In his old 
age he and his" wife professed conversion, embraced 
the peculiar sentiments of the Baptists, and were bap- 
tized, probably by Daniel Marshall. _ • 
Silas Mei-cer, the father of Jesse, whose name will 
ever occupy an honored place in the records of Ameri- 
can Baptists, was bom near Currituck bay, North 
Carolina, February, 1745. As hi» mother died when 
he was but an infant, his early training devolved more 
exclusively upon the hands of the father, who being 
a zealous member of the Church of England, very 
carefully instructed him in the doctrines and ceremo- 
nies of that religious denomination. From early 
childhood, young Silas was the subject of serious im- 
pressions, but it was not till after he arrived at man- 
hood, that he experienced a sav ing change. Previous 
to this happy event, he -had been most devotedly at- 
tached to the rites of the Episcopal church, and as 
violently opposed to other religious denominations, 
and especially the Baptists. These were the people 
that above all others, he had been taught to dre'ad ; 
and he carefully and conscientiously shunned them 
as a company of deceivers, and a people infected with 
absurd and dangerous heresies. But possessing an 
independent spirit, and endowed with a vigorous and 
discriminating mind, when he came under the dfe- 
cided influence of correct religious principles, he was 
very naturally led into that course of investigation 
which gradually carried him beyond the control of 
educational prejudice and traditionary systems, and 
established him at last in a faith- and practice more in 
harmony with the simplicity of the gospel. He very 
soon began to question the validity of sprinkling as 
Beripture baptism, and in accordance wl th the rubric 
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of the Episcopal church, which enjoined immersion 
except when the health of the cKild' might s^em to 
require a milder mode, he had two of his children 
dipped. The first was Jesse, the subject of this' me- 
moir, who was irnmefsei in a' barrel of t^ater at the 
clergyman's house ; the other was a daughter who 
was subjected'to the same ceremony in a tub prepared 
for the purpose in the Episcopal meeting-house. 

In his progress towards more just and scriptural 
views, he was compelled to encounter the most for- 
midablie opposition. {lis father, under the influence 
of ijiistaken zeaj, and affection, cast every possible ob-. 
slj-iiction in his way ; and to this were superadded the 
^strenuous efforts of the clergyman, in connexion with 
all his Episcopal brethren around him. T^iey spared 
no pains to keep alive his prejudices against the he- 
retical Baptists, and to prevent all intercourse with 
thait hlind and infatuated sect But in spite of his 
own long cherished antipathies, and the untiring op- 
position of beloved and honored friends, he gained his 
consent at length to attend a meeting of Baptists, and 
listen to a discourse from one of their ministers. 
This presumptuous -and daring act provoked his fa- 
ther's resentment; and as the teaxs of grief and an- 
ger gushed from his eyes, he exclaimed, " Silas, you 
are mined .'" But neither the tears nor the rebukes of 
the disappointed father proved availing. The unrea- 
sonable prejudices of the son soon began to yield, and 
he was inclined to cherish more kind and charitable 
feelings towards ,the people he had so long despised. 
Not long after this he removed with his family to 
Georgia, aiid settled in Wilkes county. Having at 
length become thoroughly convinced of the propriety 
of believers' baptism, he was immersed about the 
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year YIH5, by Mr. Alexander Scott, and became a 
member of the Kibkee church. He rose from the 
water as it were, a minister of the gospel ; for before 
he left the stream where he was immersed, he as- 
cended a log and exhorted the surrounding multitude. 
Having been formally licensed by the church, he at 
once entered upon a course of ministerial labor, 
which was characterized by much zeal, ability and 
usefulness. During the revolutionary struggle,, he 
fled for safety to Halifax county in his native state, 
where" he remained six years, during which time he 
was incessantly engaged in the work of the ministry. 
It appears from his journal, that he preached, upon 
an average, oftener than once a day ; so that during 
his six years' residence in North Carolina, he deliv- 
ered more than two thousand discourses. 

About the close of the war," he returned vnth his 
family to his former residence in Georgia, some seven 
miles south of "Washington, where he remained to the 
end of his days. He was justly regarded as one of 
the most exemplary, useful and pious ministers in the 
Southern states* Several interesting churches were 
reared up under his faithful labors. Though not dis- 
tinguished for his literary attainments, he was never- 
theless the devoted friend of educEttion, especially in 
the ministry ; and to promote this noble object, he 
established a school neai' his own house, and procured 
an able teacher to superintend its interests. In the 
midst of his active and useful ' labors, he was arrested 
by disease, and after a short illness, he entered into his 
heavenly rest, in the fifty-second year of his ag§. 

He devoted considerable time to study, wrote seve- 
ralpieces on important subjects, one of which, entitled 
" Tyranny Exposed, and True liiberty Discovered " 
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was published in a pampUet of sixty-eight pages. He 
was, however, more distinguished as a preacher than 
a writer.- 

Jesse Mercer was born in Halifax county. North 
Carolina, December 16, 1769. He was the eldest of 
a fa,mily of eight children, consisting of five sons and 
three daughters.* 

♦The foHojViing are their ns^mes■. Jesse, Ann, Mary, Daniel, 
Mourning, -Hermon, M^jjnt Mbriah, and Josjiua. Tlje third and 
fifth dipd in infancy. Ann was born in 177i, joined the church at 
T'hillips' Mill in her fifteenth year, and married Mr. Robertson, of 
"WilUes county, in her seventeenth. She r^n^oved with her husband 
to West Tennessee in 1822, where she is- still li^-in^, in widowhood, 
Mr. firbberlson having died the second year after- their ren^oval ' 

Daniet. was born in 1780. I^is father gave him a good edupa- 
tion, and he made teaching his profession, in which he was highly 
distinguished. A large portion of the eminent men in the state 
received their, education,, in whole or in. part, under his' care. He 
was a distinguished ILatin scholar, and was also, able to giVe instruc- 
tion in the Greek. He- was a man of considerable, research, and 
•spoke the English language with great purity and precision. He 
was quite facetious, and quick at repartee; a person of pleasing 
address, aiidTfina colloquial powers. At the sametime'he is^said to 
have been a person of sound judgment, great energy and decision of 
character, and possessing talents of a higher order; in the estima- 
tion of many good judges, than those of his brotl^er Jesse. He mar- 
ried Miss Sarah Tuggle, of Greene county, about 1812, removed to 
Henry county in 1896, ^and died without issue in 1827, 

Mount Morfah was born in 1787, joined the, church at Williams' 
Creek'in 1809, married Miss Ann Edge,' of Wilkes, in 1316, and 
died in Oglethorpe, in the thirty-fifth Jear of his age, leaving a. w'idow 
and three children, who are still living. He also was a school mas- 
ter by profession ; but not having received a -classical education, his 
labors as a teacher were confined to common schools. In this sphere 
he is said to have been distinguished. He was remarkable for his 
peaceable, humane,, kind-hearted, and affectionate disposition. 

Hermoh and Josbua are still living. The former was born in 
1784, the latter about 1790 j they have both been for a long time 
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The youthful character of Jesse is described by sur- 
viving friends as almost vs'ithout a stain. In very early 
life there was seen the budding of many of those amia- 
ble and virtuous traits, which so much distinguished 
him in after life. Under the influence of his strong, 
native good sense, a remarkably tender conscience, 
,^and great self-control, he was enabled to' avoid, not 
only the more gfoss excesses of youth, which are often 
witnessed with the deepest regret and sorrow; but 
those more slight deviations from uprightness and pro- 
priety, which, in subsequent years, are frequently 
called to remembrance wdth mortification and self-re- 
proach. A venerable uncle,* at the particular request 
of the writer, has generously fiirpished him vidth a 
sketch of the youthftil days of his nephew, as, well as 
of some interesting incidents connected vidth his more 
advanced life. Several extracts from this sketch, 
(with a few unimportant corrections,) will be intro- 
duced into the foUovnng narrative; as they will fur- 
nish very suitable materials for illustrating some im- 
portant portions of Mr. Mercer's history, which must 
have remained an entire blank, tut for this kind and 
Reasonable contribution: 

Shortly after the return of Silas Mercer to Georgia, 
he visited his aged father, who had previously removed 
from North Carolina; and settled, on Brier Creek, in 

members of the Baptist ehurcl., and are also ministers of the eos- 
pel. ■» ^ 

The descendants of the original Mercer family are now scattered 
through the whole of the middle, southern and western states, and 
Texas. Tradition says that the gallant General Mercer, who fell 
during the Revolution, was one of the family relatives. Many of 
them are yet in Virginia, amongst whom is the distinguished Charles 
Fenton Mercer. 

* Col. John Mercer, of Lee county. 
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Burke couidy. • Whilst there, he gained his father's 
ponsent to remove with his family to his own farm in 
Wilkes, .that he might be more comfortably provided 
for in his declining years. " He came down, (says the 
writer of the sketch above referred to,) for my father 
and his family the ensuing fall, and brojight- with him 
his son Jegse, a very spare lad about thirteen years of 
age. This was the first time I had ever seen him. 
He was my senior by nearly seven years.* I soon 
became much attached to him, because h^ was free- 
hearted, sociable and kind, and. called me his little 
uncle. From -this ;time, we were brought up on the 
same farm, about seven miles south of Washington. 
From the intimacy of our association, I of course knew 
hiin well, and it gives me great pleasure to bear testi- 
mony to the rectitude of his juvenile deportment. 
Although a mere boy, he acted the part of the prudent 
man, that foreseeth the evil and hideth himself. Per- 
haps I may as well say here, that I not only never 
knew him use a profaiie word, or an impious , expres- 
• sion myself, but that I heard him say, in his latter 
years, he had never used ..an oath in his life, not even 
one of those petty oaths that too often fall from the 
lips of persons considered moral, or that indeed some- 
times deform the conversation of professors of religion. 
Nor did he ever pronounce in vain the Deity's name, 
as in those common exclamations. My God ! Good 
Lord ! &c. So far did he carry the principle all 
through his life, that in relating an incident, or an an- 
ecdote, he scrupulously refrained from repeating such 
oaths as might be connected with it. 

* The writer of this sketch was only a half brother of Silas Mer- 
cer, being the son of a second wife : this will account for his being 
BO much younger than his nephew Jesse. 
2* 
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" There was another remarkable trait in the char- 
acter of Ms boyhood, that I must not' omit. He had 
no taste for the common plays and pastimes of other 
boys, such as marbles, fives, town-ball, and the like ; 
and seldom, or never; took part in any of them, nor m 
the athletic exercises of jumping, wrestling, and box- 
ing. Once only did I ever see him engaged in wrest- 
ling, and that was with his uncle James, who was about 
his own age. They were ploughing in a field, whpn 
I suppose they agreed to make trial of their skill in 
wrestling, of which, by the by, it was manifest that 
neither had any, from their awkward^ main-strength 
efforts to bring each other down. Doviti they came 
at length, and rolled and tumbled in the dirt until they 
were both fairly exhausted ; when they arose in good 
humor,- brushed each other's clothes, and resumed their 
ploughing. 

" Although he had no relish for games of chance, 
nor those athletic sports that would have brought him 
into direct collision with others, it was not from a soli- 
tary_.and morose disposition ; for he was ever ready to 
join his associates, when opportunity offered, in hunt- 
ing and fishing. Indeed, these were recreations in 
which he always, even dovra to a late period, took 
great delight. At that early day, game was plentiful, 
and when he had leisure, no weather was so inclement 
as to prevent him from ranging the woods for deer and 
turkeys, or coursing the river and mill-ponds in searcji 
of wild ducks. At a later day, when the large game 
had disappeared, he often amused himself in hunt- 
ing squirrels, rabbits, and other small game. He was 
a good shot, and I have known him spend half a day 
at a time, in firing at a mark. 

" He took no less delight in fishing, and Would angle 
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with great patience, o^ join a party to draw the seine, 
or to muddy or' drain a pond. After we were nearly 
grown up, I was with him often in his hunting and fish- 
ing excursions, and rernember well his zeal in those 
amusements. "We would lash a bundle of split pine 
upon our backs, like a knapsack, and with a torch 
in one hand, and a gig in the other, sally forth to the 
river, a distance of two or three miles, where we would 
fish with great zeal, o^ten till midnight, and perhaps 
for all this toil be rewarded with not more than half a 
AxyLen'molly-crawl-hottoins, as he used to call them. 
No vyay discouraged, however, it would not be long 
before we would try it again in the hope of better luck. 
He and myself alone put a fall-trap in Little River, in 
which we were very successful in taking fish, when- 
ever we would take the precaution to lie by it all night, 
so as to keep~the rogues off. . ' ; , 

" Swimming, a useful acquirement, and an exercise 
so highly recommended by the great Franklin, was an 
art that he practised much, and of which he was very 
■ibnd. This leads me to speak of an act of heroism and 
magnanimity, (and I record it with the most grateful 
feelings,) by whiph I was rescued from a watery grave. 
To him, indeed, I owe the extension of my natural 
life for the last fifty-eight years, and to his instrumen- 
tality, under the providence of God, I also owe the 
hope I have of eternal life. The incident alluded to 
occurred when he was about seventeen years of age, 
and was _as fpUows : He and my brother James agreed 
to go one afiemoon to practifie swimming, and I ac- 
companied them. They seemed greatly tp enjoy the 
pastime, while I was only a spectator, for I was only 
ten years old and could not swim. Wjthal the place 
was deep, and the 'bank on the side we approached 
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precipitous. But on the opposite side, there was a 
nice saiidy beach and shoal water ; and if I could only 
reach it, I too might enjoy the diversion. My nephew, 
seeing my anxiety, said that if I would uiidress myself, 
he "would take me across on his back. Jie was par- 
ticular in directing me how to hold on, and not to 
climb on him, as that would put him under. To all 
this I promised compliance, but we had no sooner set 
out, than sinking deeper in'the water than I had anti- 
cipated, I became fi^ghtenedj and notwithstanding his 
remonstrances, kept climbing on him as he sank down, 
until we both went to the bottom. His only resource 
was to disengage himself from me, which he did, and 
rising, he reached the shore in almost a lifeless state. 
He nevertheless kept an anxious lookout for me, ex- 
pecting me to rise. I shortly did ^o at some distance 
down the stream, when, notwithstanding his exhaus- 
tion, he fearlessly plunged after me, and reaching the 
spot where I was going down, succeeded, by diving, 
in laying hold of me, and brought my apparently life- 
less body ashore With one hand, whilst he swam ynih 
the other. By rolling me in the sand, and using such 
means as they had heard recommended in such cases, 
he and my brother succeeded in restoring me to life. 

"He was a staid, discreet and sober youth, and 
never visited the haunts of dissipation, unless imperi- 
ously called there by business. He was very even- 
tempered and uniform in his conduct ; was never de- 
jected, morose and sulky, nor, on the other hand, did 
he, give way to uproarious mirth, which was very com- 
mon in those days, at log-rollings, house-raisings, 
com-shuckings, &c. He would, however, in relating 
little stories and anecdotes, indulge freely in a kind 
of quiet humor that was peculiar to him, and would 
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set off his narrative with a variety of postui-e and ges- 
ticulation wholly original, and somewhat awkward 
and rustic, such as tossing his head in a peculiar 
manner ; shrugging up his shoulders ; or if on his 
feet, walking to and fro with a peculiar swing of the 
body, using now a short step, and then a longer one, 
placing one arm behind him and resting it across his 
back, advancing and then receding, &c. Much of 
this peculiarity of maniier he retained through his 
life, as ypu and' thousands of others will remember. 
These peculiarities, aided perhaps by his natural gra- 
vity, occasioned some to say that he was proud ; and 
by being privately informed of it by,a friend, he took 
no other notice of it than in a sermon shortly after, 
when he had occasion to speak of pride and to define 
it. Said he, ' some say that I am proud ; true, so I 
am, as proud as Beelzebub can make me, but I pray 
fog more grace.' He was benefited by the improve- 
ment of manriers consequent upon the increase of 
wealth aijd learning in the country, yet he never at- 
tained, either to a very polite carriage in his private 
intercourse with society, or to a graceful manner in 
the pulpit. 

~ " He had great command of his passions, as I have 
before intimated. I never knew him to have a fit of 
anger on account of any accident that was either pro- 
vidential, or the result of carelessness^ nor on ac- 
count of any personal wrong or insult. Indeed, I do 
not think he ever had a personal quarrel with either 
man or woman through his whole life. He was also 
a man of great fortitude and fi.rmness ; and met with 
calm determination every untoward event of his life, 
" both temporal and religious. 

" He was a pattern of filial obedience, submitting 
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cheerfully to every command of his parents. During 
the frequent absence of his father, who was from home 
at lea^t one half of his time, he was never disobedi- 
ent io his mother, but on the contrary, treated her 
with the utmost respect and deference, and obeyed 
her with alacrity. Death ■ alone parted him and his 
mother, between whom there was a reciprocal warmth 
of affection that I have scarcely ever seen equalled, 
certainly never surpassed. He was the favorite child 
of his father also, and the tenderness and indulgence 
which he showed towards him, would, if a \>oj of or-' 
dinary parts and disposition, have' made a spoiled 
child." 

Mr. Mercer enjoyed in his eaxly youth but limited 
advantages for mental improvement. It is not certain 
that he had ever been sent to school previous to the 
return of his father from North Carolina. Owing to 
the scattered state of the population, it was some little 
time before a school could be established ; but after 
some delay one was opened about four miles from his 
.father's residence, which he attended for a time, walk- 
ing the whole distance night and morning, ■ The year 
following, a school was organized about a mile and a 
half nearer, in which he was a pupil for the space- of 
two years. 

Some of the circumstances related in the foregoing 
narrative may seem to many quite unimportant ; yet 
there is often a peculiar satisfaction in contemplating 
even trifling incidents in the lives of great men, and 
especially those connected with their youthful history, 
which shadow forth those noble qualities that after- 
wards distinguish them. Those who have been inti- 
mately acquainted with the life and character of that 
great and good man whose history we are now re- 
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cording, cannot fail of discerning in some of the little 
incidents just rehearsed, at least a few glimmering 
types of that stable and. unaffected kindness, that 
marked decorum and prudence, that striking origi- 
nality, that manlike firmness and independent recti- 
tude, that quiet, yet unwavering zeal in the prosecu- 
tion of approved objects, which were so conspicuous 
in subsequent life. 

But it is time to nptice a more important portion of 
his youthful history ; that which -refers to his early re- 
ligious exercises, and which cannot fail to jnterest the 
pious reader, A brief outline of these exercises were 
many years afler imbodied by himself in a hymii 
which he published in his Cluster;* but his uncle has 
furnished a more full and satisfactory account of his 
experience, which he relates in substance, as he often 
heard it from the lips of his honored relative in pri- 
vate conversation, and in fragments from the! pulpit. 
It is as follows : 

'"Having been raised,' said he, 'by pious parents, I 
was taught to believe that the scriptures were the 
word of God, and that I must conform my life to 
them, that it might be well with me in this world, and 
that which is to come. When I was no more than 
five or ?ix years old, I felt conscious that I was a sin- 
ner, and was concerned abotit my future state, so 
much so, that I frequently pi'ayed ; and so I continued 
alternately praying and sinning until I was about fif- 
teen years old. ,At this age, I, was more seriously im- 
pressed with a sense of jhe wickedness of rny heart, 
and its alienatiop from God. I believed he was too 
holy to conform himself to my pleasure, and allow me 
to live in sin, and not bring me into judgment for it. 

* No. 233. 
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I feared the judgment, because I had done only evil 
and that continually ; and now to do good and please 
God Tvas the important work before me. This I be- 
lievid was to be accomplished by praying, reading 
the scriptures, and going to meeting to hear the gos- 
'pel preached. To all this I gave attention, with some- 
finies more and sometimes less anxiety and diligence 
for nearly three years, when I found myself nothing 
better, but rather worse than when I first began to 
seek the Lord. My heart became hard and unfeeling, 
and I wondered that G-od, who was angry with the 
wicked every day, had not long since cut me off and 
sent me to destruction,- — a condemnation which my 
conscience could not but have approved. I now felt 
a deeper and -more abiding concern, but what to do I 
knew not, for it was now suggested that there was no 
hope for me, but that the time once was, when I first 
sought the Lord, when my conscience was tender, 
when I was young and had committed but little sin, 
that the Saviour- would have taken me in tiie arms of 
his love and blessed me ; but, inasmuch as I had cast 
off those early impressions, and desired that God 
would connive at my love of sin, and'stUl take me to 
heaven when I died, and thus rejected the Lord in my 
childhood, the promise " suffer little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven," was to me lost, for ever lost. I now 
thought I was given over to unbelief and hardness of 
hbaxt, to spend the remainder of my days in hopeless 
despair. AVhatever my end might be, it was, how- 
ever, my heart's desire that I might sin no more. 

" ' I now thought I had a clear view of the plan of 
salvation through Jesus Christ, and saw plainly how 
sinners might be saved who would come unto him 
aright, confessing their sins and believing on his 
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name. §eeing it thus, I tried with all the faculties of 
my soul to believe, but could not ; and so I concluded 
I had not come aright, and was rejected. I was glad, 
and in my greatest distress rejoiced that others could 
believe in. Christ, arid by believing,. flee the wrath to. 
come. My heart's desire" was to bd holy, and I lovedi^ 
Grod because he was holy. I trembled at the thoughts 
of the great day of final retribution, when I must be 
driven out from the presence of the great God who 
made me, and whom I adored.' My secret desire then 
was, that others might be saved, for I wanted none to 
accompany me in my banishriient from Heaven to the 
regions of misery and despair to which I believed I 
was doomed. I had been some three years earnestly 
seeking the forgiveness of niy sins, and had seen the 
time when I could weep over them, bui now my heart 
was hardened, and my, tears all dried up, save only to 
weep because I could not weep. While on the verge 
of despair; I was vvalking alone along a narrow, soli- 
tary path in the wo(yds,"poriiig over my helpless case, 
and saying to myself wo is me ! wb, wo is me ! for I 
am undone for ever ! I would I were a beast of the 
field ! — ^At length, I found myself standing with my 
eyes steadfastly fixed on a small oak that grew by the 
path-side, and earnestly vwshing that I could be like 
the littlp oak when it died and crumbled to dust. At 
that moment light broke into thy soul, and I believed 
in Christ fot myself and riot another, ^nd went on my 
way rejoicing.' " 

It appears fropi the records of the Phillips' Mill 
church, that he made a relation of his Christian expe- 
rience to that church, July 7th, 1787, and was re- 
ceived as a candidate for baptism. He was baptized 
by his father, (probably on the following day,) being 
then in the eighteenth year of his age. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Mr. Mercer's first public exercises. — His marriage. — Brief notice 
/ of Ijis first wife. — His ordination. — Personal appearance. — Call 
to Button's Fprk church. — Attends to liis mental improvement — 
CiiU to another church and- removal to Oglethorpe.— His douhts 
as to his call to the ministry.— Distressing temptation. — D^atb of 
his father and his return to Wilkes.^— Succeeds his father in the 
charge of his churches. 

Shortly after Mr. Mercer connected himself with 
the church, an intense anxiety was awakened in his 
bosom for the salvation of his fellow men. He was 
strongly impelled to address them on the way of life 
through a crucified Redeemer, and an opportunity 
scfon presenting itself for the gratification of his de- 
sires, he commenced his public exercises in a manner 
which afforded pleasing evidence of his strong natural 
powers, and of the purity and warmth of his Christian 
zeal ; and which excited amongst his pious fnends high 
expectations of future usefulness and distinction. 
" His first public efforts," says the venerable relative 
from whose narrative we have already quoted so 
freely, "was made in his grandmother Mercer's 
house, an humble log cabin, within a hundred yards 
from his father's dwelling, on the occasion of a Sab- 
bath-day prayer meeting. The siibject of his exhorr 
tation was the general judgment. He became deeply 
excited in warning his neighbors, and more particu- 
larly his associates, to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to prepare for that tremendous day. I was much 
astonished at his gestures, his ardor and his expres- 
sions, many of which I remember to this very hour. 
His grandmother 'seemed to be overwhelmed with 
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joy at this first attempt, spoke much of it in the fa- 
mily, aiid in some degree predicted his subsequent 
usefulness. There was preaching occasionally in my 
m^other's house, ajnd a few pious persons kept up a 
prayer-meeting there and at other places in the neigh- 
borhood. This gave him frequent opportunities for 
exercising in prayer and exhortation, which he took 
advantage of with manifest improvepient. Witnessing 
his zeal, piety, and doctrinal ability, he was encouraged 
by his father, by his uncle Thomas Mercer, who was 
a minister of the gospel, his uncle Jacob Mercer, and 
some others of the leading members of the church, so 
that he sooq begEtn to preach,'and to hold forth Christ 
publicly as the way- of life and salvation to a perish- 
ing world." It does not appear from the records of 
the cburchat what time he received a formal license, 
but there is every reason to justify the belief that 
from the first commencement of his public efforts, he 
had the entire approbation of his brethren generally. 

On the 31st of January, 1788, being then in his 
nineteenth year, he was united in maniage to Miss 
Sabrina Chivers,. daughter of Mr. Joel Chivers, and 
at the time of their marriage, step-daughter of Mr. 
Oftnial "Weaver, qf Wilkes county. She was a pious 
and orderly member of the Phillips' Mill church, hav- 
ing been baptized about the same time that Mr. Mer- 
cer became a member. • This union seemed to have 
been peculiarly suitable, and was the source, in after 
years, of much domestic enjoyment. Miss Chivers 
was a poor orphan girl, bringing to her husband upon 
their . marriage, a no larger portion of worldly goods 
than a feather bed ; yet she possessed what was far 
more essential than mere earthly treasures, piety, pru- 
dence, industrious habits, and a heart devoted to the 
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coJjifort and usefulness of her companion. The wri- 
ter cannot forbear, in this connexion, presenting m 
her favor, the testimony of one that knew her well. 
" She was indeed a helfmeet for her husband ; iof, 
beside her ordinary domestic duties, she spun and 
wove with her ovro hands, all the cloth he wore, and 
gained not a little renown thtough the country, for the 
neatness and beauty of her manufacture. Notvrith- 
standing she was a most affectionate wife, and de- 
lighted in the company of her husband, she was very 
careful to throw no obstacle in the way of his fulfilling 
his appointments punctually, and was always- mindfiil . 
to have his clothes put up, and every thing ready. 
She submitted with great fortitude to the lonely life 
that she led in his absence, which was relieved only 
by the company of one of h^ maiden sisters, (of 
whom she had several,) who usually staid vidth her. 
It was from a proper estimate of the importance of 
the work in which he was engaged, and not from any 
indiflference towards hini, that she so cheerfully gave 
up his company. If there was a probability of his 
detention by high waters and inclement weather, she 
could hardly be dravni off to tallrof any thing else ; 
and accustomed to his punctuality, she would be con- 
stantly peering through a little chink, (she had one 
opening towards each end of the road,) looking with 
the liveliest interest for his return. As soon as he ap- 
peared, she would cry out ' yonder he comes ! poor 
thing!' and dropping every thing, would runout to 
meet him with the greatest joy. 

"For the first ten or twelve years after their mar- 
riage, she was, in the strictest sense, a keeper at 
home, and proved herself a most frugal and industri- 
ous wife ; in which respect, indeed, few females ever 
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excelled her. She was extravagantly fond of infants 
and children, (it mattered little whose they were,) ca- 
ressed theia much, and treated them with the utter- 
most tenderness and affection. In the absence of 
these objects her passion seemed to be transferred, 
in a measure, to the young of the inferior animals, 
such as la,rQbs, pigs, and even poultry, which she would 
feed and nurse with great care. After this, when the 
family bad become more affluent, she travelled much 
with her husband, and eventually died in the upper 
part of South Carolina, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1826." 

But to return to the history of Mr. Mercer, '' I do 
hot remember distinctly," says his uncle, "how he 
employed himself for the first ye9,r after his marriage, 
but am under the impression that he went to school. 
He lived in' his father's house. His father gave him 
a hundred acres of land about- a mile distant,, and in 
, the Fall or Winter of that year, he erected upon it a 
neat log-cabin, and opened a Small farm to which he 
removed, and where he resided for tjvo years." In 
the mean time he zealously prosecuted his ministerial 
labors, expounding the scriptures in an orthodox and 
abje maainer, and affor4ing gratifying evidence to those 
who heard him, of his rapid advancement in the know- 
ledge of divine Slings. A short time before the com- 
pletion of his twentieth year, he was called hj the 
churqh to ordination, and was solemnly set apart to 
the work of the gospel ministry^ From his creden- 
tials, of which the following is a" copy, it appears that 
his father, Silas Mercer, and Sahders "Walker were the 
officiating ministers.* 

* It is probable that a Mi'. Hutson also assisted on this occasion. 
In the minutes of the church conference held November 7th< 1789, 
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" Georgia, » 
Wilkes County, ] These are to certify, that we, heing 
dulyccailed as a Presbytery, have examined into the 
character, -call amd qualifications of our beloved bro- 
ther, Jesse Mercer, and with the consent of the 
church of Christ at Phillips' Mill, to which he belongs, 
have, by fasting and prayer, and imposition of hands, 
set him apart to the grfeat work of the ministry. 

" And he is hereby authorized' to exercise hiniself 
in the several parts, of the ministerial fuHCtion%.iwhere 
he may be called, whether occasionally or stated[ly]. 
Given under our hands, this seventh day of Novem- 
ber;, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine. 

Sanders Walker, 
Silas Mercer." • 

From the above it appears that Justing was con- 
nected with the ordination services ; a practice which 
the subject of this memoir uniformly recommended 
as important on such solemn occasions, being in his 
view enforced by the scripture example recorded in 
Acts Xiii. 3, 

It might not be unsuitable in this place, to say 
something of Mr. Mercer's personal appearance in the 
pulpit at the commencement of his public ministi-y. 
It is'said to have been any thing but prepossessing. 
He was slender, and awkvvard in the extreme. Old 
Mr. Whatley, who -was a very good but eccentric 

there 19 the followingiter^i : " Brethren Sanders Walker and James 
Hutson met according lo' appointment, and proceeded to examine 
into the call and qualifications of Brother Jesse Mercer, and being 
satisfied with him, he was set apart by ;mposi,lion of hands to the 
great work of the ministry." If Mr. Hutson was one of the or- 
daining presbytery, his name should have been to the certificate of 
ordination. Its absence the writer is not able to account for. 
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brother, and" of whom some of our aged brethren re- 
tain many pleasant and amusing recollections, was 
once heard to say, " when Jesse was young, he was 
one of the ugliest, rnost unpromising creatures I ever 
saw ; but we have made him a pretty boy." In after 
life, when his mind began to develope itself, and the 
roughness of his manners was somewhat softened 
down, this same old brother reniarked, that he thought 
Jesse was one of the prettiest men he ever saw in his 
life. But the ^slender frame and awkward manners 
of his youthful days could not conceal bis worth ; as 
veins of * gold glitter through the sides of an unpol- 
ished mountain crag, so his vigorous mind and ar- 
dent zeal darted their brilliant fires through the rough 
exterior, engaging the notice and exciting the admi- 
ration of all around. , 

After his ordination, he seemed to feelthat, in a pe- 
culiar sense, he belonged to .Christ and' to his blessed 
cause, and it was the habitual and absorbing desire of 
his heart, that he might be a useful minister of the 
gospel. ' An increased interest was felt by his brethren 
in his ministrations, and though, so very young, he re- 
ceived a call to the pastoral care of the church called.. 
Hutton's Fork, (now Sardis,) in Wilkes county. He 
accepted the call, and continued his usieful and faith- 
ful labors amongst that people, for more than twenty 
. years. 

His improvement was perceptible, ,and yet he 
needed and desired more. His father, who, as we 
have seen, was a liberal patron of education, encou- 
raged him to engage in the study (£ the learnedlwi- 
guages. His consent was easily gained, ant^^pling 
out his little farm, he removed with his wife toB^mall 
dwelling on Fishing Creek, near a respectable schoifei«l 
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The institution was under the charge of the Rev. Mr. 
Springer, a Presbyterian clergyman of considerable 
learning and talent ; and withal, an able minister of 
the gospel. At this school he continued for two years, 
not neglecting, however, in the mean time, his duties 
atHutton's Fork, nor allowing his other Sabbaths to 
pass by unoccupied. He would occasionally accom- 
pany Mr. Springer to his meetitigs, who^ it seems had 
become strongly attached to Mr. Mercer, for his Chris- 
tian zeal and promising talents, and who readily em- 
braced every convenient opportunity to give him 
instruction in theology. The parental care and faith- 
ful counsels and instructions of this good man were 
of great advantage to Mr. Mercer. Of this he was 
fully sensible, and he never ceased to cherish towards 
this worthy benefactor,- feelings of the greatest respect 
and veneration. At his death, which occurred about 

. the year 1800, he composed an appropriate and affect- 
ing eulogy on his character. The friendship which 
existed between these individuals at that day, when 
sectarianism and religiousjbigjotry held a more powerful 
sway than at present, reflects great honor upon them 
both. 

About the time that Mr. Mercer removed to Fish- 
ing Creek,, his father, assisted by some of his wealthy 
and intelUglnt neighbors, established his school, 
(known by the name of Salem,) under the rectorship 
of Mr. Rodolphus Brown ; who dying in the course 
of the year, was succeeded by Mr. James Armor. 
Under the care of the last named gentleman, who 
continued in charge of the institution for several 

• i-ears, it acquired considerable celebrity. Its advan- 
|ag^ being sufficiently inviting, Mr. Mercer, after an 
,?^Snce of about two years, returned to his father's, 
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put up a cabin within a few yards of the academy, 
and' continued for another yeat the study of the lan- 
guages,-and ^uch other branches of learning as were 
deemed of the most importance. He still prosecuted 
his ministerial labors, visiting regularly the church of 
which" he had taken the oversight, preaching in the 
sqhdoi house .of nights, and improving his vacant 
Saturdays and Sundays in such ojpenings around as 
were providentially presented. But he did not es- 
cape the animadversions and complaints of the preju- 
diced-ahd'the ignorant. "-It is not Latin and Greek, 
and matheniatics," said they, "that make a' preacher, 
but grace in the heart, and a call to the work." They 
thought it a needless waste of time for Mr. Mercer to 
pore over'his musty school books, yvhen the field was 
open before hint for the preaching of the gosfel. ' 

His academic course was, however, rather limited 
and imperfect; he did not attain to a tety intimate 
acquaiiitance with the learned languages, though it 
was sufficient, to assist him muqh in after life, to make 
out cariticisms on difl^cult passages of Scripture. His 
knowledge of the principles of English gramriiar Was 
not entirely, thorough ; his orthography was incom- 
plete, and indeed centinued defective through life ; 
and in other respects he came short even of an accu- 
rate elementary education. Still his' limited course of 
literary atid theological training was of inestimable 
advantage. It taught him the use of books, improved 
his language> gave him a more exact and coiriprehen- 
sive view of the gospel scheme, and enabled him to 
give to his thoughts a more clear and logical arrange- 
ment. It also served to awaken in his bosom the 
needful consciousness of hi^ ovm mental capabilitig|Mj 
and brought into wholesome and well directed actipi 
3 
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those acute and vigorous powers which, in their more 
full and ample development, enabled him to grapple 
with a inaster hand; the most difficult and sublime 
subjects in the system of revealed truth, 

In thte acquisition of his education,' he derived but 
little assistance from his father, whose circumstances 
were limited, hardly allowing him the means for the 
education of his rising family, much less for the as- 
sistance of his married son. His ^ own industry and 
frugal maiiagenifijit, with perhaps some occasional 
donations from his brethren, constituted the resources 
upon which he had mainly to depend. It is proper, 
however, that it should here be stated that in 1792, 
"the General Committee for the Charleston Baptist 
Education Fund," assisted him with dfilO, and after- 
wards, with a small supply'of books. That very re- 
spectable and efficient body could hardly have made a 
more judicious arid fortunate appropriation. 

The field of -Mr. Mercer's labors was soon enlarged. 
, In the course of 17&3, he accepted of the pastorship 
of the church at Indian Creak, (or Bethany,) in Ogle^ 
thorpe county, and removed the ensuing winter to 
its vicinity. He there was enabled, principally by the 
assistance of hired lubor, to support his family, whilst # 
he devoted himself with ^eat diligence to the duties 
of his sacred calling. Occasionally, however, he would 
labor diligently with his own hands, (for from child- 
hood he was industrious and inured to hardship ;) but 
he did not allow the cares of his farai to interfere with 
his ministerial duties, the proper and faithful dis- 
charge of which he ever kept before him, as the 
great object and aim of his life. 

Mr, Mercer, like most other ministers, was occasion- 
ally harassed with fears that ha was not called of God, 
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to the work of preaching the Gospel. About the time 
to which our narrative has now brpught us, (possibly 
a little earlier,) he-accompanied his father to North Ca- 
rolina, where a trifling incident occurred which gave 
him great uneasiness. For a time,. it .caused him to 
doubt w:hether he was even a Christian, much more 
whether he was a Christian rninister. "I was travel- 
ling," said he, " withmy father in North Carolina : we 

had preached at Meeting-House, and gone home 

with an old friend of my father's to spend the night ,1 
Having preached that day, and travelled a considerr';. 
able distance, and, withal, through a drizzling rain, I 
was a good deal fatigued when we arrived, and I com- 
plained of my weariness. After supper, the kind-heart- 
ed old brotherliad a fine armed chair brought out for 
my accommodation, vyhich-J occupied with great com- 
fort during the tete a tete betwixt him and my fathe%, ; 
Bed time at length arriving, the family assembled for 
evening worship, in which my father officiated; Dur- 
ing the service, I fell fast asleep in my comfortable 
arm-chair, and slept so soundly that I lost the whole of 
the prayer, and awoke only upon the rattling of the' 
chairs in the rising up of the compaily. Instantly I was. 
.awake, and wide awake, for I was filled with remorse, 
shame, and confusion. 'We soon retired to bed, but 
there was no rest for me thai night. As soon as I was 
alone, I said within myself — what shall I do now 1 O, 
that I was at home ! for how shall I look my father and 
this genteel family (for they were people of wealth and 
distinction) in. the face, after this! and the report of 
my shamefij.1 conduct will, no doubt, soon go abroad. 
It will be said that the Rev. Silas Mercer and his son 
Jesse, who is also commencing minister, are travelling 
and preaching in North Carolina. The old gejitleman, 
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It is true, is a preacher of some distinction, but as for 
his son, we think he had bett6\r give up preaching : - 
why, he preached the other day at ", and upon go- 

iag home with Mr. , fell fast asleep in an amiTchair 

' dniing solemn family devotion, conducted by his father 
— did not know, nor even say amen I Surely, although 
he seems to be zealous in the pulpit, and exhorts others 
to watch and pray, his heart cannot, be in it, or he 
would not fall asleep in an arm-chair in a-strange coun- 
try, in a strange family, in the very midst of the solem- 
nities of family worship. In truth, said I within my- 
self, it is a very bad sign, and I must talk with my fa- 
ther about it in the morning, and tell him I cannot 
preach to-morrow. Upon- introducing the subject 4:0 
hin^^ he gravely smiled at wh^t had occurred, and said 
he feared the adversary had gotten the advantage over 
me, and that he thought*! was troubled over mucbs-. 
' Do you expect to be more watchful and circumspect,' 
said he, ' and heavenly-minded than the immediate fol- 
lowers of our Lord, vAo fell asleep on a much more 
solemn and trying occasion % And do you nol; remem- 
ber the kind manner in ^hich he reproved them- — the 
spirit, indeed, is willing, but the flesh is weak ? I am 
sure here is ground for comfort and' encouragement, 
and you should not lay it so much to heart. Trust in 
God, and apply youarself to the work before you.' My 
father saw proper to mention the subject at the break- 
fast table, where iteXcited nothing butlatighter at first, 
which my bad loolts soon turned to pity. The fanlily 
treated it as a venial matter, and said the same thing 
might befall the most pious man living. I was surprised 
myself that the case of the sleeping disciples had not 
occurred to me ; so that, up6n«.the whole I was per- 
suaded to preach that day, though it was a long time 
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before I got entirely over it. But I have always found 
more peace ^f mind and .Christian comfort in the dis- 
charge of my ministerial duties thaa in the qmissionof 
them." 

A few years subseijuent to the little incident above 
related, probably in 1795, he w'As, on a certain occa- 
sion, assaulted ,by a most distressing and awful temp- 
tation, of which the following is a brief account. I, still 
quote from his uncle's narrative, in which the circum- 
stance is recorded, as nearly as can b^ recollected, 
in Mr. Mercer's ovra words : 

" ' I was,' said he, ' on a preaching tour, and having 
filled one of my appointments on a certain day, was 
proceedipg on my way towards the next, when I heard 
the muttering of distant thunder, and, upon looking up, 
saw the outline of a rising cloud in the west! Borne 
onward by the wind, it arose with unprecedented haste, 
while the ' l^htning flashed, arid the thunder roared 
louder and nearer, I was convinced that I was about 
to be overtaken by a storm in the 'wild woods, for there 
was no covert at hand. The sfcy was soon overcast, 
and the airdarkened. The loud, hoarse hum of the ap- 
proaching tiempest now fell upon my ear, the flashes of 
'lightning were swallowed up in a continual glare; 
peal on peal of thunder fell around me, and the sturdy 
trees of the forest were trejmbling in the blast. My 
horse, startled by the lightning, the thunder and the 
crash of falling trees, from becomiiig restive, began to 
plunge from side to side, so that it was with great dif- 
ficulty I could hold on. In the njidst of this fearful 
commotion of the elements,' and drenched with rain, it 
was suggested to me to curse the wind, and the thun- 
der, and the lightning, and the God who ruled the'lH^^ 
The stortli gathered strength, and so did the jtempta- 
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tion./ i feared I should commit the awfiil sin, nottvith- 
standing all the powers of my soul were arrayed against 
it. I clenched my teeth, grasped my bridle convul- 
sively, and my whole system was in a state of the' ut- 
'most tension. In my agony I cried, continually. Lord, 
he!p ma ! Lord, help me ! Preserve thy poor servant 
that tru'steth in thee, from this most heinous— this black- 
est sin ! Such was the anguishi of my sotil that I for- 
got the storm. The temptation may have lasted some 
five or six minutes, when all on a sudden it left. me. 
My nerves relaxed, and lielt as weak as a child; but 
my mouth was filled with praises to God for my de- 
liverance. It was, however, quickly suggested to me, 
if you did not curse God aloud, yet you thought it. I 
replied, with incretised joy, if I did, blessed be God, 
my heart was not in it. So the temptation proved a 
blessing^in the end, for by it my faith was strengthen- 
ed.'" .,' 

In the month of August, 1796, Mr. Mercer was 
called to mourn thfe death of his honored father^. ' The 
removal of such a vyise counsellor and faithful friend, 
to a person possessing a heart so kind and tender; and 
in vvhich resided so much filial love and devotion, must 
have been a most painful bereavement. The follow- • 
ing winter, yielding to the call of duty, he returned to 
his father's residence, (at the same time, probably, re- 
signing the pastoral charge of his church in Oglethorpe 
coun,ty,) for the purpose of administering upon his de- 
ceased parent's estate, and otherwise assisting the be- 
reaved family. At the same time, Mr. Armor gave 
up the rectorship of the Salein Academy, of which he 
immediately took the superintendence, being assisted 
in his labors by his brother Daniel. 

The churches, which had been so faithfully served 
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by his father, and which had grown up to respectar 
*bility under his care, now called for the services of the 
son. These were Phillips' Mill, Powelton, and What- 
ley's Mill (now Bethesda) : he accejited omhgse sev- 
eral calls, and entered a,t once upon the cultivation of 
this new and extended field. It seems that tlje mantle 
of the ascended Elijah rested upon the young Elisha. 
Those who knew him best esteemed aiid loved him 
most; he was a prophet truly honored in his own 
country, and amongst his own kindred. His profiting 
had appeared to all ; his ministerial gifts had, become 
much improved ; and he had taken a high stand as an 
able expounder of the doctrines of the gospel. 

He continued at his father's place for several years, 
until he had settled^ the business of the estate ; after 
■which he removed to the Fork of Little- River, in 
Green county, some five or six miles below What- 
ley's Mill. 'Here he settled again on a small farm, 
supporting himself and family as before, chiefly by 
hired help, although he still continued to labor occa- 
' sionally himself Nothing, however, was ■ ajlowed to 
disturb his uniform zeal and punctuality in the dis- 
charge of his ministerial duties. 

About this time, he had a few young ministers un- 
der his instruction, amongst whom were ThQmas 
Rhodes and Malachi Reeves.?,. .At certain appointed 
times, thsjse young brethren would meet him at his 
own house, when he would hear their recitations, and 
give the necessary directions as to their course of read- 
ing and study. These services were rendered' gratu- 
itously. How much good might be done by our wise 
and experienced ministers, were they more frequently 
to' imitate this praiseworthy example, sind encourage' 
their younger brethren, ; especially those whose pecu- 
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liar circumstances deny them the advantages of good 
theoldgical schools, to come to their own houses, and 
receive such instructions as would tend to advance 
their pietjp and usefulness. 

From what has already been stated, it would seem, 
that durihg the early years of his ministryj Mr. Mercer 
received but little pecuniary assistance from his 
churches. Individual members would occasionally 
assist him with small donations of com, pork, and other 
articles of provision, " but as to a compensation in 
gold and silver, such a thing," says his uncle, " was ; 
scarcely thought of." 

"After about 1800, he received more on funeral 
and marriage occasions, than frora any other quarter. 
He had acquired great fame in the performance of the 
marriage ceremony, and I have very often heard young 
ladies say, when we marry we shall send for Mr. Mer- 
cer, for we do not think we should be frightened ; he 
goes through the ceremony so quickly and genteelly. 
The rich and fashionable used to call him for this pur- 
pose, the distance of from thirty to fifty miles, and 
would frequently, for his services,^ present him with 
from twenty to fifty dollars. In like manner, he would 
be called equal distances to preach funeral sermons ; 
and when any thing was given, which was not uncom- 
mon, he would be presented with similar sumg of mo- 
ney. In his tours of preaching, beyond the bounds of 
his churches, wealthy brethren, knowing his poverty, 
would sometimes give him a few dollars, especially 
when he visited tteir families ; and pious ladies would 
give him some articles of clothing of their own manu- 
facture, besides many little presents that were made 
through him to his wife. By an economical use of all 
these little means, he contrived, not only to live in 
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'Conjfcort, but to increase constantly ,''tliougb slowly, his 
property. He was prudent, industrious, and econom- 
ical, and cautiously regulated his expenditures by his 
income ; so that he always ttietj with the utmost punc- 
tuality, -his pecuniary engagements." 



CHAPTER HI. 

kir. Merrcer's ministeinal labors.— Sardis Church. — PhHMps' Mill.-r- 
Bcthesda. — Po-welton.»-^Gov. Rabun. — Exlriiets from Mr. Mer- 
cei*s funeral sermon on the occasion of Qov. R.'s dealh. — Eaton- 
ton Church — Thomas Cooper. 

The last chapter brought up the history of Mr. Mer- 
cer to the tirrie when he became well established in his 
ministerial character, and had entered, in a formal 
mannei', upon an interesting and extensive field of 
labor. In this chapter, and the one or twdf" chapters 
which immediately follow, it is proposed to take a brief 
and cursory vieSv of his ministerial labors during the 
most active portion of his life. This view will confine 
u'S mainly to the period extending from 1796, to 1827. 
There will be found some occasional reference to 
events already noticed -in the preceding chapter, and 
to some of a later 'date than 1,827, as , well as some 
statements and reflections of a general character, 
which Will, apply to lilost of his ministerial course from 
first to last. The other various departments of useful 
and pious labor in which he was employed, and in 
which, as well as in the more immediate discharge of 
his duties as a minister, he gained' for himself a pre- 
3* 
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Clous and venerated name, will be noticed by them-' 
eelves in fheir appropriate places. 

The sketch now proposed must necessarily be very 
imperfect, and, in all probability, will fall far short of, 
-the expectations of surviving acquaintances, as well 
as of those vvho had only heard of him by the hearing 
of the ear. The vwiter had no personal acquaintance 
with Mr. Mercer till towards the close of the period 
above referred to, and then the acquaintance was 
formed at some distance from the field of his active 
labors. Mr. Mercer kept no regular joumal,of his la- 
bors, nor of the various religious exercises through 
which he passed in the prosecution of his ministerial 
duties. But little, referring to this period,- can be 
gathered from his correspondence ; the traces of many 
incidents are entombed with the venerable cotempo- 
raries, who entered into their rest before him; and 
many things, which might interest, havB glided from 
the memory of those who still survive. In addition to 
all this, it must be remembered, that the course of most 
ministers, even of such as are grea,t3y distinguished, is 
generally monotonous and unimposing, being marked 
with but few incidents to excite admiration and 
wonder. 

The field occupied by Mr. Mercer was one of the 
most important in the state ; and there was a mutual 
adaptedness of minister and people, which very natu- 
rally suggests to our minds the wisdom of that provi- 
dence, which assigned him the bounds of his habita- 
tion. How greatly the influence and usefulness of a 
minister depend upon such a coincidence, must be 
obvious to all. ^he churches which he served, were 
in the midst of a dense population, embracing a large 
proportion of individuals in comfortable circumstances. 
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of solid, practical sense, with a respectable nutnber 
beside of considerable intelligence and refinement. 
In'thejmaih, they were a people that could well appre- 
ciate the plain, rich, seund 'instructions of their gifted 
minister ; whilst at the same time they felt the most 
entire complacency in his unadorned and simple man- 
ners. 

Our sketch will commence with some account of 
Mr. Mercer's services in immediate connexion with 
the several churches which he siipplied during the pe- 
riod just specified. ' 

SABDIS CHURCH. 

''''' f 

This church, (first called Hutton's Fork,) was gather- 
ed by the lators of Silas Mercer, in 1788. It is situated 
in Wilkes •county, about twelve miles northwest from 
Washington. As the reader has already noticed, this 
was the' first church which Jesse Mercer was called 
to preside over, as pastor. It prospered under his min- 
istry, and was favored with some seasons of special re- 
frediing from the presence of the Lord. At the Asso- 
ciation of 1802, thirty-three were reported as having 
been added by baptism, during the preceding year. 
In the years 1808 and- 1809, there was a precious re- 
vival, and something like one .hundred were baptizjed 
as the fruit of God's merciful visitation at that time. 
The whole number received into the membership of 
the church, during Mr. Mercer's connexion with it, 
the author has nbtthe means of ascertaining, though it 
must have been quite respectable. In 1817, he gave 
up the charge of this interesting church, much to the 
regret of the members that composed it. They were 
greatly attached to their pastor, and accepted of his 
resignation with extreme reluctance. 
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KHILLIPS' MILL. 



This is one of the oldest churches in the State, and 
jowes its birth to the instrumentality of the elder Mer- 
cer. It was constituted in 1785i Its- location is in 
Wilkes county, some nine miles in a southwest direc- 
tion from "Washington, on the road le'ading from that 
place to Crawfordville. As the pious and intelligent 
Baptist passes by the antique meeting-homsie, now^occu- 
pied by this venerable mother-church, the most tbrjl- 
ling reflections are awakened in his bosom. Not far 
distant from this Very place, resided fbr many years, 
and finally died, tbe holy, zealous and indefatigable 
Silas Mercer J here his distinguished son was baptized, 
and ushered into the gospel ministry; and £ere, for 
more iban fifty yeetrs, was his voice often hepxd, warn- 
ing the ungodly, 'pointing the weary and heavy-laden 
to the Saviour pf sinners, and reprovitig, instructing 
and cqmforting the children of God. Shortly after the 
death of his father, Mr. Mercer, as has already been 
recorded, was called to the pastoral charge of this 
churph. The date of this transaction we^ September 
lOth^ 1796. On the same day, he and his wife united 
again with the church, having been dismissed in March, 
1795. ' He served the cjiurch regulaxly,' as pastor, 
thirty-nine years, with the exception of a few short pe- 
riods when he obtained permission to be absent, for 
the purpose of travelling. In the latter part of 1798,- 
he visited the north, and Rev. B. Mosely supplied his 
pulpit during his absence. During his absence, in 1817, 
to attend the Triennial Convention at Philadelphia, 
his pulpit was supplied by a Rev. Mr. Robinson ; and 
when absent for a similar purpose, in 1826, the Rev. 
B. M, Sanders officiated in his place. In 1802, this 
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church, in common with all the other churches which 
Mr. Mercer supplied, was favored with a pleasailt re- 
vival. Thirty-eight were 'reported to the Association 
thafyear as added- by baptism. In successive years, 
the numbers 7, 12, 14, 19 and 25 are occasionally founot 
reported, though^not unfrequently much smaller num- 
bers. During Mr, Mercer's pastoral connexion with 
the church, something like 230 werp added by bap- 
tism. 

In the earlier part of Mr. Mercer's labors at Phil- 
lips' Mill, as well as at the other places which'he sup- 
plied, his congregations were generally large ; in later 
years, the population of the country around having 
been much diminished by death and emigration, aiid 
other churches, also, having sprung up in contiguous 
■regions, the attendance upon his ministry, except on 
special, occasiortsl. was less crowded. In 1835, Mr. 
Mercer rjesigne'd tlie charge of this church, and was 
succeeded-by EevjW.H. Stokes. , 

i^iimspA, formerly whatley's mill. 

This church is in Green county, about twelve miles 
east of Greensboro. In its origin, it was another mo- 
nument of the untiring zeal and suco^sful labor of Si- 
las Mercer. There are some still living who remem- 
ber the time when his voice was lifted up in the forest, 
to instruct the gathering multitudes in the way o£ life, 
before the church was formed, or a house of worship 
erected. The church was constituted in 1785, and en- 
joyed the labors of Silas Mercer as its first pastor. 
Abraham Marshall and James Ifcrflin were also pas- 
tors. Jesse Mercer commenced his pastoral labors in* 
this,diurch in 1796, and continued them until 1827. 
Prom the year 1807, ^till ISlT* his membership was 
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also here. The population around, in former years, 
was dense, and an unusually large con^egation at- 
tended on the ministry of Mr. Mercer. In 1818, a 
b^ck meeting-house, sixty, feet by forty, and two stories 
nigh, was erected, to. which the pastor himself was a 
liberal subscriber. At this time, the name was chang- 
ed from Whatley's Mill to Bethesda. 

This has been an active, useful and prosperous 
«hurch. It has been the mother of several valuable 
ministers, has aided much in the cause of benevolence, 
and enjoyed some delightful revivals of religion. In 
the memorable year of 1802, forty-nine were added 
by baptism. Other respectable accessions are noted 
on its Tecords. 

The uncle of Mr. Mercer gives the followitig inte- 
resting account of the commencement of a revival in 
this church: "At a certain time, he had been on a 
preaching tour for a fortnight, and had spent most of 
the time in a revival, and upon his return, attended 
his church at Whatley's Mill, at their regular meeting. 
He was aware that the church was in a very languid 
state, and his sermon was on the deceitfiilness of 'the 
heart, in crying peace, peace, when there is no peace, 
At'the close of iSs discourse he became deeply affect- 
ed, and addressed the congregation about as follow^^ 
'Dear brethren and friends, I have been, for a great 
.part of the last two weeks, addressing a people that I 
Believe are truly awakened to a sense of tiieir lost, 
helpless, and ruined state, and are crying out in their 
agony, what shall we do to be saved ? Amongst them 
my tongue seemed to be loosed, and I could point 
them with great freedom to the way of salvation 
through a crucified Saviour. On my way hither, I 
have felt the deepest concern in contrasting your life- 
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less situation witji theirs, tintil* I even bedewed the 
pommel of rny saddle with tears ;' and here lifting up 
his hands, he exclaimed, ' 0, my congregation, I ffear 
you are too good to be saved K, and again burst into 
an irrepressible flood of tears. Descending from the 
pulpit, ajid recovering himself a little, he poured forth 
a most solemn and empassioned exhortation, during 
which many came forward and asked that prayer might 
be made in their behalf; and thus commenced one. of 
the most interesting revivals which has ever blessed, 
that favored church.'' 

Much qf the fruit of Mr. Mercer's valuable labors at 
Bethesda appeared after he had resigned his pastoral 
charge; In 1828 the church was permitted to enjoy 
one of the ttiost powerful revivals of religion that has 
ever been witnesse4 in the State of Georgia. From 
"March to October, not less than 270 were add#d to 
the church by baptism. ¥.if^ and sixty were some- 
times added in a day. Amongst" this number were 
some who had been converted many yeafs before, un- 
der the preaching of Mr. Mercer; and there were 
others, whose conversions were recent, that still refer- 
red to his faithful instructions as the means of their 
first awakeniiig. The seed which he had long been 
sowing in tears ripened at length into a joyful harvest. 

Before dismissing this item of <fais narrative, the 
writer thinks it proper to state, that, in 1820, a meet> 
ing of the Mission Board of the Georgia Association 
was held at Bethesda, at which time the several minis- 
ters present "united in the ordination oi Rev. Adiel 
Sherwood, a brother whose name has long been iden- 
tified with the history ^ndsucccssiul progress of, the 
Baptists of Georgia. 
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POWELTON. 

This church, (at first khovsfn by the name of PoW' 
el's Creek,) is another monument to the pious lahors 
of the father Silas, who planted, of the son Jesse, 
who watered, and to the grace of God which gave the 
hSppy increase. It, is located at the little village of 
Powelton, Hancock County, about fourteen miles 
northeast from Sparta, the county town, near Pow- 
el's creek and the Ogechee river. It was constituted 
on the 1st of. July, 1786, with twenty-six members^ 
by Silas Mercer, John Harvey, imd John. Thomas. 
On the 4th of February, 1797, Mr. Jesse Mercer as- 
sumed the pastoral charge of this interesting church, 
ajid remained its minister till the latter part of 1825. 
It; appears from the records of the church, that he was 
received into its fellowship by a letter from Whatley's 
Mill, (Bethesda,) Feb. 28th, 1818, about which time, 
or perhaps a little before, he' removed with his family 
froni Green county to Powelton, vs'tere he resided for 
the next nine or ten years. Under the wise and faith- 
ful training of their much beloved and venerated pas- 
tor, the Powelton church becameone of the most ac- 
tive, eificient, aniJ benevolent bodies in the state. It 
was for a long time one of the important rallying 
points of the denomination. The benevolent and hos- 
pitable spirit of its members drew to the place many- 
of those sacred convocations of ministers and lay 
brethren, which were appointed from time to time, to 
deliberate upon the interests of Zion. The Georgia 
Association held several "of its annual sessions with 
thJB church. Here was organized in 1803, " The Ge- 
neral Committee of the Georgia Baptists;" here 
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was formed, in 1822, the Baptist. State Convention, 
and its sessions for 1823, and 1832, were, held witli 
this church. An efficient missionary society was also 
organized at Powelton, as early as the 5th of May, 
1815. ' In 1814 or 1^5, by the effor|s of thi§ intelli- 
gent and enlightened church mainly, an academy was 
established, which has ever since been maintained 
upon a respectable fobttng, and .has been greatly seSf- 
viceable to . the denomination, and to the country ge- 
nerally. Though the academy has been surrounded 
by a Baptist community, and has been principally 
sustained from its commencement by Baptists and 
their adherents, yet the trustees have ever been guided, 
by the most liberal policy, and without respect to ,de-. 
nominatioiial considerations, have endeavored to se- 
cure die most competent teachers, ijlt has so hap- 
pened, that most of the ijjstructers have been psedo- 
baptists. The liberality of the' patrons, however, .in 
cheerfully sustaining them, has not been altogether 
unrewarded, for soirie. of these individual's have 
come useful and prominent members of the Baptist 
denomination. ' The ,Eev» Otis Smith, long known as 
one of the m'ost successful teachers in the state, and 
for some years president of the Mercer University, is 
one -of the individuals to whom reference is here 
made; 

The accessions to the Powelton church under the 
ministry of Mr. Mercer, were not remarkably large. 
In. 1802, twenty-nine were reported to' the 4-Ssociation 
as added by baptism. Occasionally, a considerable 
length of time would transpire without amy increase ; 
at other tiipes, several would be received at each suc- 
cessive monthly, meeting. About two hundred were 
baptized during Mr. Mercer's connexion with this 



S'O MEMOIRS OF 

church. If the accessions were not large, they never- 
theless embraced a highly respectable number of in- 
dividuals, distinguished for their intelligence, piety 
and usefulness. 

Gov. Rabun was, for many years, a distinguished 
member and ornament of the Powelton church. 

In the following extract from a communication from 
President Sherwood, there is honorable mention made 
of this good man, as vv»ell as some reference . to Mr. 
Mercer, which may not be uninteresting to the reader. 
" In June, (1819,) I attended his (Mr. Mercer's,) Pow- 
elton meeting, and by previous invitation spent two 
or three days at his house. Governor Rabun was 
then clerk and chorister of the church. I was struck 
with the simplicity of his character. Soine men, if 
•they had been elevated by office as was ,he, would 
have supposed themselves too high to record the do- 
ings or lead the devotions of a country church ; but 
here was exhibited the spectacle of the highest officer 
in the state mingling with his brethren as one of them, 
far removed from that hauteur which little folks some- 
times assume, as if he were the most insignificant of 
their number. In the fall of* this year, Mr. Mercer 
was sick of -a bilious attack, and seemed- to have es- 
caped very narrowly from the_ grave. I can never 
forget the grief portrayed in Judge Cobb's counte- 
nance when if was announced that he was actually 
dead ; but it was a mere rumor. At the meeting of 
the Georgia Association that fall, he was pale and 
feeble ; Governor Rabun was the picture of health; 
but before the month had expired, he had bowed to ' 
the summons of death. So uncertain are all appear- 
ances on which to place our hopes." Shortly after 
the death of this excellent man, Mr. Mercer, at the 
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request of the legislature, preached a funeral dis- 
course on the melancholy occasion, which was after- 
wards published, and passed through two editions. 

A iew extracts from- this discourse may he gratify 
ing to the reader. 

"Called as I am, by the General Assembly of a 
.State in mourning for the sudden and' unexpected 
^eath of her beloved Chief Magistrate,' to express the 
high siQiisideration in which he was so justly held, and 
to'-afford a tributeof respect due his departed worth, I 
tremb^le as I advance ; and feeling as I do, a particu- 
lar and melancholy interest in thi^ afflictive dispensa- 
tion while I make thfe effort, the' tenderest sensibilities 
of my heart mourn, and an unutterable grief thrills 
through my sotil. 

" Your late excellent Governot^Was the pleasant and 
lovely companion of my youth ; my constant friend and 
endeared Christian brother in advancing years, and, 
till death, my unremitted fellow-laborer and able sup- 
port in all' the efforts of benevolence and philanthropy 
in which I had the honor and happiness to be engaged, 
calculated- either to amend or meliorate the conditioti 
of man." 

After this short introduction, the author proceeds to 
quote the passag;e of Scripture upon which he founds 
his discourse : this is 2 ^am. iii. 38 — " Know ye. not 
that there is a prince and a great man fallen, in Israel 7" 
From this text he takes occasion to consider the im- 
poTtance and character of s.g'reat man in a nation, and 
the light in which his fall is to be regarded. 

"A man is great," says Mr. Mercer, " according to 
his strength of thbught, the informa ion he possesses, 
and the manner in which he employs his time and ta- 
lents for the public good and the divine glory. He 



52 MEMOIRS OP 

should be estimated from his mind rather than his at- 
tainments ; or, as Dr. Watts beautifully expresses it — 

" ' Were I so tall to reach the pole, 

Or grasp the ocean with my span, 
I should be measured by my soul — 

The soul's the standard of the man.' 



" Next, to a neble mind, wisdom constitutes and is 
the great man'g ornament. It consists not in any de- 
gree" of knowledge, but in the right use of what is.pos- 
sessed, and differs from it as pleasures differ from the 
means which afford them. It is to folly what know- 
ledge is to ignorance. It originates in the fear pf 
God, flourishes in patriotic philanthropy and termi- 
nates in glory and renown. A wise man is attentive 
to the experience and examples of individuals and na- 
tions, * * * and increases in wisdom. In his intercourse 
with men he is directed by the good old , golden rule, 
and in politics it is his joy to associate individual hap- 
piness with the public good. He is generous in feeling, 
open in candor and firm in complaisance ; in plea- 
sures prudent, in trials patient, 'and sterling in worth. 
He thinks modestly, speaks cautiously, and acts hum- 
bly. His whole deportmerit' is regulated by the fear 
of God, and directed by the public good and the' divine 
honor ; and such was Governor Eabun. 

" But to crown the character of the great man,, piety 
is indispensable,. This is that gracious temper of 
heart which fulfils the whole law ; it originates in 
renovation, and is perfected in love to God and man. 
'Tis that temper of heart towards God, vsdthout which 
all religion is vain, devotion is solemn mockery, and 
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righteousness becomes sin. 'Tis this tliat consecrates 
both • the persons and works of great men to wise 
and holy purposes, and constitutes ' them the seed 
of the land, so that for their Bakes a nation may be 
preserved. But in those who are great in impiety, 
there is no pledge for the public safety. God .indeed 
may use them as he did Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, 
^d Cyrus, as instruments for the accomplishment of 
his designs, by overruling theirs; but it shall bte with 
them as it was with the king of Assyria, who, when 
he had done the work assigned him as an instrument 
in the hand of the Alniighty, was punished for the 
haughtiness' of his high looks. But 'tis on account of 
the persons and the prayers of pious men, that G-od 
is graciously pleased to stay his wrath, and hush the, 
threatened storm of vengeance to rest. Of what vita,! 
worth then are men of piety to a sinful nation 1 pious 
men, who, like the friend of G-od, suing for guilty 
Sodom, > constantly bend the knee of devotion before 
the throne of God, and give him no rest till he estaib- 
lish and settle the state in peace : — especially men of 
early pipty, whose hearts have -,been long right with 
God,v, and whoge morals are all fixed by the most 
firm and rigid habit. Thpse'ai-e the strong pillars of 
the state, the, pledges of the public safety, and the 
blessed of God. And suchivas Governor Rabun. 
* * *■*'# * * # 

" It was'his felicity fp have many friends, few ene- 
mies, rare equals, and no superiors. He is gone, and 
has Ipft an awful chasm behind him. — A widow bereft 
of a, tender and kind husband ; children of an affection- 
ate and loving father; servants of a. humane and in- 
dulgent master ; neighbors of a -constant friend and 
pleasant companion ; the Baptist church of her bright 
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ornament, member and scribe j two mission societies 
of^their secretary; the Georgifi- Association of her 
clerk, and the state of a firm politician and her hon-^ 
ored chief. O, what an eventful death was Governor 
Rabun's ! The beauty of Georgia is fallen I 

" He is gone, but in glorious hope : — a hope which > 
he obtained in Christ ' as the end of the law for righte- 
ousness to every one that believeth,' after a severe 
conflict of soul, under that conviction which the divine 
Spirit affords of sin, of righteousness, and judgment ; 
and which sustained him from seventeen years of 
age till death, as ' an anchor to the soul, sure and 

steadfast.' 

* # * ** « * .* 

" In death [he was] resigned in the arms of Jesus, 
and -cried, 'now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.' Yes, 
fellow citizens of the General Assembly, and othet 
auditors, there is a power in the gospel of Christ that 
'makes a dying bed feel soft as downy pillows are;' 
and the consistent, dying Christian, leaning his head 
on the breast of redemption, 'breathes his life out 
sweetly there.' And thus, died Goveror RABirnr. His 
remains are deposited in the gloomy mansions of the 
dead, where clustering soyows grow with luxuriance, 
and the silence of death flourishes in vernal bloom, 
but his departed spirit is gone to that unknown re- 
gion where 'the clock strikes one, and the pendulum 
vibrates ever always, ever always, ever always, and 
the clock strikes no more.' "* 

" The following condensed sketch of the life of Gov. Rabun is from 
Mr. Sherwood's Gazetteer of the State of Georgia ; " Hon. Wm. Ka. 
bun was born in Halifax County, North Carolina, April, 1771. His 
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EATONTON. 

•In 1818, a commodious house of worship was 
erected in Eatonton, Putnam county, by the commu- 
nity at large, for the accommodation of several reli- 
giouis denominations, and the Baptists amongst the 
rest. On November 17th of the same year, a Baptist 
church was constituted with ten members, Elijah 
Moseley and Frederick Crowder, acting as the Pres- 
bytery on the occasion. From this beginning, respec- 
table for its worth, though small in numbers, has risen 
up a most liberal, pious, eiSdient and well disciplined 
church. Much of its early prosperity is no doubt to 
be attributed to the valuable labors of Mr. Mercer. 
Yielding to the urgent solicitations of the little band, 
he' took charge of the church, on the 25th of January, 
1820, and continued as its pastor till the close of 1826. 
Much of the last year-, however; he was absent from 
the church. During his connexion with it, about 
sixty were added by baptism, and forty by letter. 
In the years 1827 and '8, under - the ministry of 
Brother Sherwood, his,esteemed successor in the pas- 
toral office^ the church, was blessed with large and 
valuable accessions ; to what extent the previous la- 

father removed to Getirgia *vhilo he, was a young man. He was an 
ablerepresentatiye from Hancock a number of years, and long Pre- 
ftident of the Senate and'Governor cx-officio, and also Governor from 
1817 to 1819. Mr. Rabun was truly a religious man. He united 
with the Baptist church now worsfiipping-at Powelton, in 1737 or '8. 
His house was the house of prayer. To all the benevolent institu- 
tions of the day he lent his influence and his purse. It was a pleas- • 
ing sight to witness the Governor pf the state taking the lead in 
singing at a country church. Office did not bloat him as it does 
some. He died while Governorr at his plantation, near Powelton, 
Qctober, 1819." 
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bors of Mr. Mercer, may, under Grod, have contri- 
buted to this glorious result, the writer is not prepared 
to say, yet it can hardly be doubted' that more or less 
of the fruit of hi^ tears and 'prayers, and faithful in- 
structions, was mingled with that copious harvest. 
The revival which commenced in Eatonton in 1827, 
was not long confined to the place; it seemed to be 
the beginning" of a blessed and wide-spread religious 
excitement, which resulted in the addition of some 
twelve dr fourteen thousand to the Baptist churches 
of Georgia. 

It might not be improper to state, that in 1824 anH" 
'25, the Baptist State Convention (then denominated 
the General Association,) held its sessions at Eaton- 
tori. On one of these occasions, Mr. Mercer preached 
a missionary sermon, which was followed by a collec- 
tion from the congregation of $220. 

The session o ' the first named year was one of > pe- 
culiar interest. The memory of many Christian friends 
still liying, clings to that occasion with strong and 
tender ftfondness, as one of the brightest spots in the 
rangfe of their spiritual history? The presence and 
labors of the Rev. Basil Manly, then young in the 
ministry, who had spent some portion -of 1819 with 
the church as a licentiate, added much to the interest 
of the occasion. He preached the word with unusual 
unction and power. Weeping congregations hung 
upon his lips for three successive days. During his 
discourse on the Sabbath, a large congregation were 
continually bathed in tears. In a letter to the wi'iter, 
in which brother Manly defers with much emotion to 
some of the incidents of that memorable day, he 
says : " I dare say you will find many in Georgia who 
recollect the facts. Among others, one 'of the brother 
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Milners was present, whom I remember especially 
for this, that when we came down out of the pulpit to 
meet the rushing crowd for prayer, this brother Milner 
fell on his knees, and began a prayer more remarka- 
bly tender and melting than any I ever heard ; in 
which he thanked God thg,t he himself had, Tiad a pious 
mother. His prayer was a sort oi soliloquy, s.t\asM& 
of penitence and faith and rapture, of supplication 
and joy and triumph : — and the place was glorious." 
Whilst connected with the Eatonton church, Mr. 
Mercer w^s favored with the co-operation of some 
brethren qf much efficiency and rare Christian worth. 
Arfloiigst these, stood forth in striking prominence, 
the late pious and excellent Thomas Cooper. He 
was baptized by. Mr,. Mercer iii. Powelton, in 1811, 
removed to Eatonton and connected himself with the 
Baptist church ,in,-that place in 1832, and in 1824 
was ordained one of it^ deacons. Brother Cooper 
was scarcely less distinguished as a lay member, than 
Mr. Mercer was as a minister. In hiifl were joined to 
a native intellect remarkably clear, -discriminating 
and vigorous, the most excellent qualities of heart ; 
and all was sanctified by, fervent and' exalte^ piety. 
Three times a day would he retire to commulie with 
God. For the last twelve or fifteen years of his life, 
this wise and venerable man was an humble pupil in a 
bible class. His faithfulness, in encouraging, counsel- 
ling, and if necessary, reproving his brethren, was wor- ' 
thy of all praise ; and as a judicious, watchful, conscien- 
tious, punctual, pains-taking de^Qon, a brighter model 
has never appeared in ou];,churches. His pecuniary 
bounties were scattered over abroad field with a' libe- 
ral hand. For many years before he died, his entire 
income beyond his necessary expenses was conse- 
4 



58 MEMOIRS OF 

crated to pious purposes ; arid towards the close of 
life, his benefactions would Bometimes encroach upon 
his capital. For a long time, to the writer's know- 
' ledge, he contributed annually one hundred dollars to 
each of some half a dozen religious objects ; whilst 
his extra contributions of from one hundred to one 
thousand dollars, (unknown indeed to many,) were 
not unfrequent. In his last will and testament, the 
claims of Zion were as sacredly remembered as the 
children of his own body- Long will it be before we 
shall see in our midst such a minister as Jesse Mercer, 
and perhaps as long before we shall see such a deacon 
as Thomas Cooper. He entered into his rest, July, 
18'43, in the 73d year of his age. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Number of immediate converaiona not a certain test of a miaistei'a 
usefulness.' — Mr. Merqer set for the defence o,f the gospel. — His 
care to establish his churches in the truth. — Skilfuf to aid the 
tempted. — Anecdotes. — His caution in Receiving members. — Abla 
disciplinarian. — His mannerofpresiding'^t church meetings. — His 
punctuality. — No respecter ot persons. — His churches benevolent. 
— Defects in the prevailing system of pastoral labor. — Mr. Mercer 
in revivals. — His views on revivals. — Ministerial support. — Esti- 
mation in which he was held. 
' ,.^ 

Few ministers in our country haite scattered more 
faithfully and copiously the unadulterated seed of di- 
vine truth than Mr. Mercer, though' it would seem 
from the preceding sketch, that his labors, did not re- 
sult in the immediate and frequent ingathering of 
large crowds into his church. There are no doubt 
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many now in heaven, and a goodly number now on 
their pilgrimage to the promised land, who recognise 
him as the honored instrument of their conversion ; 
yet it is highly, probable that there have been many 
ministers of inferior -gifts, and of a lower grade of 
piety, who have been more ^ directly successful in 
turning sinners from the error of their ways.- Those 
indeed ai<e highly favored instruments whose mes- 
sages of love the Lord is pleased in an eminent de- 
gree,'td clothe with • effectual and convincing power, 
and jvhose personal labors he employs in gathering 
multitudes into the fold of Christ. Every minister 
■ should htimbly covet this^ ,li<inoT, should labor with 
holy and fervent intensity, for the speedy conversion 
of his people — of all his people ; and. if from year to 
year, his labors seem unfruitful, it sh6uld«be with him 
a matter of solemn and honest inquiry, whether there 
may not be some radical deficiency in his faith and 
zeal, his preparation and his prayers ; or in the man- 
ner and matter of his communications from the pul- 
pit; or in his more private labors for the good of 
souls.; or whether he may not have mistaken his par- 
ticular and appropriate field of labor. But after all, 
it must be remembered^ that the number of immgadiate 
conversions is to be regarded as a very imperfect 
standard of a minister's usefulness. In the ingather- 
ing of sinneirs, we see the result of,.the c^gibined in- 
fluence of a thousand instrumentalities, and for aught 
we can tell, of a thousand laborers ; atnd who can de- 
termine the precise amount of usefulness that is to^be 
put to the credit of each instrumentality, of each la- 
borer 1 For the want of just and proper reflection on 
this point, many eminently pious and usefiil ministers 
are often undervalued, and it may be said dishonored 
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by their brethren ; whilst others, whose labors seem 
to be more directly and visibly successftil,. are ca- 
ressed and praised as the only "ones whose services 
are to be much esteemed, and'by whom the cause, of 
Christ can be well sustained. Who but Omniscience 
can properiy decide the question of relative impor- 
tance and usefulness 1 There are various departnients " 
of labor in the great field which is to be cultivated^ 
and a great diversity of gifts are required that they 
may all be properly filled. It does not accord with 
the arrangements of infinite wisdom that all possible 
excellencies shall be concentrated in every individual 
whose duty it may be to preach the gospel ; nor that ' 
the Tisefulness of all should be manifested in the same 
way. There are some to plant, and sonte to water; 
some to sow and some to reap ; some to lay the foun- 
dation, and others to carry up the. superstructure. 
Here is a brother who, the first year of his ministry, 
was the instrument in one small neighborhood of con- 
verting a hundred souls. He is highly houored ; we 
bless the Lord for such a laborer. But who has been 
the most useful in God's account, be, as the highly fa- 
vored instrument of their^ immediate conversion ; or 
the venerable man of God, whwfor twenty or thirty 
years, poured the lessons of divine truth upon the 
minds and consciences of the people, and by the 
faithful training of their moral sensibilities, prepared 
them for the hearty and saving. reception of the gos- 
pel message ; or thO man of capacious mind and ex- 
alted piety, who, a hundred years before, and a thou- 
sand miles distant, brought into operation a benevo- 
lent enterprise, by which the gospel was ultimately 
carried to that community, a church reared up, the 
regular and long continued administration of the or- 
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dihances secured, and tnany important auxiliary plans 
brought into healthful operation ? These inquiries 
are propounded to show how difficult it must be to 
determine the relative usefulness of those whom the 
Lord employs as instruments in advancing his cause 
and kingdorn . on eartJi. They are well calculated to 
furnish those with motives to humility, who are per- 
mitted to reap large harvests of immortal souls, as 
well as to present the mOst cheering grounds of en- 
couragement to those who sow the seed in darkness 
and tears ; whilst all, should be stimulated to faithful 
and unwearied effbrts in their respective spheres, to 
promote- the gi;eat common cause of .righteoBSness 
and truth; sincfe they are assured by the infallible 
word of God, that the toils^ and sacrifices of each and 
■all are needful in their place ; that their labors shall 
not be in vain in the. Lord, and that the weepirag sow- 
er, arid the joyfiil reaper sliall at last meet and tri- 
umph together. 

If, in the manner already alluded to, the labors of 
Mr. Mercer were not as extensively bless^id as those 
of sortie other servants of Christ, yet in other respects, 
not less importantj- when viewed in all their results, 
he stood upon an elevation which has seldom been 
reached, even by the most gifted and eminent minis- 
ters in our land. 

It may be -said of him, that, in a p^uliar sense, he 
was set for the defence of the gospel. Its great lead- 
ing truths he had studied intensely and profoundly; 
and if in the cjgar, wellrdefined, original, and masterly 
exhibition of these truths from the pulpit, he has had 
superiors, or even equals, amongst the Baptists of our 
country, they -certainly have been rare. 

Mr. Mercer took much pains to establish his churches 



MEMOIRS OP 



in the txiitli. He fed the lambs — ^he fed the sheep. 
He seemed at all times to entertain a deep and solemn 
sense of his ministerial responsibility, and kept back 
nothing which he considered would be profitable to 
his brethren. He labored under fewer temptations 
than most men to pass by, or soften down, an unpal- 
atable doctrine, out of regard to the unreasonable pre- 
judices of his hearers ; with the true spirit of Christian 
, boldness and intrepidity, he rose above the frowns of 
men, the complaints and cavilling of the carnal heart, 
and proclaimed fearlessly, though aflfectionately, the 
message which he had received from the Lord. He 
studied duty; consequences he left with the Master 
whom he served. By frequently presenting, in their 
scriptural connexions, those doctrine8"=which have been 
most condemned by the unregenerate, and which 
sometimes are converted into stumbling blocks by 
weak believers, his people were generally convinced 
that they were doctrines that tended to godliness ; and 
even those of his Stated hearers whose hearts did not 
become reconciled to these soul-hupibling themes, in 
view of his clear illustrations and overpowering argu- 
ments, were cornpelled to regard them as integral and 
inseparable parts, of the system of revealed truth. 
Churches enjoying the stated ministrations of such 
ministers as Mr. Mercer, would not be easily driven 
about J)y every wind of doctrine; happily defended 
against the sly insinuations of artful deceivers, as well 
as the more direct assaults of men of corrupt minds. 

Let it not be supposed, froiii what has been said, 
that Mr. Mercer failed to instruct his churches in the 
practical duties of Christianity. These, in their place, 
were faithfully enforced, and often with great power. 
The readiness of his people to engage in works' of be- 
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nevolence, the enlarged views which they took, of their 
relation to a world lying in wickedness and death; af- 
ford pleasing evidence that .there was nothing in the 
tenor of Mr. Mercer's instructions, calculated to en- 
courage, amongst his brethren, the spirit of antinomian 
'slumber. Yet being well persuaded that a correct 
and godly practice must be based upon a sound scrip- 
tural faith,, he \yas more painstaking than most minis- 
terSj to establish his hearers in right views of doctrinal 
truth. The influence of Mr. Mercer's preaching upon 
the community generally, virhere he statedly laboired, 
viras of a salutary character, tending to the suppression 
of vice, and the encouragement of quietness, order, . 
and sound morality;, It was once ir^marked by an in- 
telligent and observing individual, that the standard of 
morality, amongst the youth connected with Mr. Mer- 
cer's congregations, wag decidedly more elevated than 
amongst the same class in other congregations in , the 
surrounding country. 

In explaining to his people the character of a gos- 
pel church, its materials, its design, its ordinances 
and laws, he performed the part -of a well-instructed 
scribe. There are multitudes, who well remember 
with what clearness and ability these various and im- 
portant subjects were unfolded in his pulpit exposi- 
tions. " Judge Cobb," says Mr. Sherwood, " who was 
many years in congress, was a. great admirer of his 
talents afld originality, He had incidentally, in a dis- 
course which was listened to by many- of the bar, dis- 
cussed the subject of baptism. On retiring, Judge 
Cobb exclaimed, to the lawyers in his loud, blunt man- 
ner, ' Who of your ministers can beat that f' " 

He was not ignorant of Satan's devices, and pos- 
sessed great skill, in disengaging the minds of his. ; 
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brethren from the temptations of the adversary.) In 
cases of spiritual distress, his brethren valued- the 
sympathy and counsel of Mr. Mercer above those of 
any other man, and almost innumerable vi^ere the 
cases in which, under such circumstainces, application 
was made to him for instruction. We may be excused 
for referring to one or two instances. "I know an 
old brother," (the instances are presented' in the lan- 
guage of his uncle,) " full fifty years of age, knd *viicj 
had been for tvirenty years a member of the church, 
that got into 'great darkness ' and distress about his 
- spiritual state ; so much so, that he mounted his horse 
and rode twenty-five miles to lay his case before him. 
He found him at home, and soon contrived to draw him 
aside, when, with great concern, he told his errand, 
and in conclusion, remarked, ' I would not, for a thou- 
sand worlds, say that I am a Christian' ' Would 
you,', said he, ' for as many worlds, say you are not a 
Christian'?' 'No, I would not.'- 'Do you believe' 
-the devil -suggests to one deceived, that he is deceived, 
and strives to convince him of it V ' Certainly not.' 
'Do you not believe he often worries the Christian 
by stict suggestions, persuading him that he is de- 
ceived, and in proof of it, calls to his mind his daily 
departures from the path of rectitude and pttriiy V 
' No doubt of it.' Py this short category, and by nar- 
rating some of his own trials, the brother was greatly 
relieved, and went home with ja, light heart. 

" Another brother, who had not been long in the 
church, while reading the scriptures regularly tlirough, 
was greatly shocked at many of the heinous sins of the 
saints of- old, particularly some of the acts of Lot and 
of David. He inquired within himself, how could 
holy men commit such deeds 1 Could the vilest of 
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sinners do worse 1 He reasoned upon tbe matter, 
until he was almost .persliaded that religion was a 
fgrce, and the scriptures • an imposture. Whilst he 
was in great distress, he had an interview with my 
nephew; and communicated the whole to him. 'Why,' 
«aid he, 'if the scrq)tures had recorded none but vir- 
tuous and holy acts of 'the ancient saints, they would 
not have met Thy case \ but they give an honest and 
impartial history of their lives ; their bad and their 
good acts are alike recorded, and from their weak- 
ness I gather strength.' The' brother 'received the 
explanation, aiid found its application in himself and 
though living to this day,, has not sinceheen annoyed 
by such reflections." 

In receiving members into the church, he exercised 
a- prudent caution. Whilst he would not throw im- 
pediments in the way of the worthy and deserving, he 
was not favorable tp that incautious hast« with which 
some ministers hurry individuals forw;ard to' baptism. 
He desired to fiiid, in every case, a sound scriptural • 
experience. That comfort which is' preceded by 
clear and profound views of the evil nature of sin, 
and the awful plague of the human heart, in connex- 
ion with a proper conception of the plan of salvation 
-by 6, crucified Redeemer; afforded him great satisfac- 
tion.' He oiice exposed and rebuked; some mistaken 
notions of Christian experience in a rather singular 
manner, and yet in a way quite in character with him- 
self. An individual came before the church for the 
purpose of giving some account of what he coiiceived 
to be the dealings of Grod with his soul. He had con- 
siderable to say about his- own tenderness and feeling-, 
and seemed to lay much stress on that fact, virithout 

being able to give a very satisfactory account of the 

4* . 
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reason why he felt so much. Mr. Mercefr i-elated an 
anecdote. " When I was a boy," said he, " my father 
sent me out into the woods to -call up the stock. I 
took my wallet? of com and went out, and fo amuse 
myself, called the swine in a yeiy sad and melancholy 
tone, ^s I was. proceeding in this way, the first I 
knew I found myself weeping at the moumfiil souijid 
of my own voice." The . ^explication of the circum- 
stance was. not difficult..' The' individual concerned, 
and all present, were .very forcibly reminded, that 
mere tenderness and animal excitement, form, but a 
small part of Christian experience. * ' 

' In expounding- and carrying into practical effect the 
principles of gospel discipline, Mr; Mercer was truly 
a master in Israel. He had studied the regAlatioHS of 
the Saviour for the government of his churcli with the 
greatest attention, and though, upon every point, his 
decisions may not accord with- the opinions of all his 
brethren, yet on the whple, he must be regat'ded as 
one of the most judicious,, correct, and able expound- 
ers of discipline, that has fever been connected with 
the Baptist denomination. With, just ami somnd views 
upon nearly every subject connected with the govern- 
ment of the church, he united an admirable talent for 
administering that government vnsely and efficiently. 
He generally acted with great faithfulness, firmness, 
and decision, feeling that for the proper exercise of 
the ministerial authority, which he had received from 
the great head of the church, he was to be held ac- 
countable. "JEIe used frequently to impress on his 
brethren," says a Christian friend, "in regard to dis- 
cipline, the importance of straight-forward business, 
and not to delay when matters were ripe for settle- 
ment. He was opposed to ' dodging,' and attempts 
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at creeping out of tesponsibility, ' It does not be- 
come- the gOspel. If I go according to the scriptural 
path,' he woul4 observe, ' I am safe, whether we ex- 
clude or retain.' " • ■. 
, He presided at his church conference meetings 
with much grajvity and ministerial decorum; calling 
up business according to some just method, and not 
allowing ^questions under consideration to be entan- 
gledand swallowed jip with extraneous matter. Dur- 
ing the discussion of a subject, irregularity and dis- 
prder;seldom went *inreproyed ; " even the whispers 
of an old sister," says one, "could scarcely escape a 
reprimand." A listless and languid manner of attend- 
ing to the business of the Lord, he greatly disap- 
proved. Many -years agp,' the clerk of one of his 
churches was calling over the names of the male 
members preparatory to the adjournment of the con- 
ference. . It. was a cold day and a. cold church. The 
inembers ansvs^ered to -their names in such a lifeless 
tone of yoipe, that they could scarcely be.'Tieard; and 
in sorije cases, the langu^d,^ answer would not come 
until the name had been two- or. three tircies repeated. 
The clerk, however, patiently continued to call the 
names, and attentively to listen for the answers, until 
he had; finished the list.. Mr. Mercer, whose head all 
the while had' been- hanging very low, arose from his 
seat with much concern on his countenance^ and 
gravely said, " w.ettr:^bxethren, if your religion is as 
weak as your voices, it is v^eiok indeed ; letiis pray." 
The reproof was deeply felt, and during the prayer, 
which was.the concluding service, many heavy groans 
were heard, apparently acknowledging the justness 
of the ministejr's rebuke. ".Its good effects," adds 
the narrator of the above'circumstance, " were mani- 
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feat for a great while, and I doubt if Its influence is 
entirely lost to this day." 

Mr. Mercer was remarkably punctual in meeting 
all his appointments. It would he difficult to find a 
brighter example in this respect, iii the whole history 
of ministerial labor. Nothing but sickness, or some 
other-unavoidable liecessity was ever allowed to keep 
him from his meetings, or even to delay his arrival at 
the appointed place later than the usual hour. Small 
impediments he found no difnculty in surmounting. 
For instance, if he came to a creek swollen to- a dan- 
gerous torrent, he could strip his horse, drive him 
across the Stream, and with his saddle and saddle-bags 
on his back, search out for Himself a crossing "place 
on some log or fallen tree. This he once did on his 
way to a Saturday meeting at Bethesda. At the next 
nfbnthly meeting, some of the brethren in making 
their excuses for absence at the previous conferencej 
observed that they started fb'r the meeting, but upon 
finding the creek impassable, they returned. " If you 
had waited a little longer,'' replied Mr. Mercer, "I 
wowlA have shoicn you the /way" No man was better 
qualified than he, to show to others the way in regard 
to the prompt and exact di^chairge of duty. On ano- 
ther occasion, after he had been for a long time en- 
gaged in the ministry, he was travelling in his carriage, 
and was compelled, by high waters, to turn aside from 
his meetjng, and spend the Sabbath at the house of a 
pious Baptist sister. He seemed very restless, and 
often walked the house in great apparent disquietude. 
The kind sister inquired into the cause of his uneasi- 
ness. " Ah," said he, " I feel like a fish out of water; 
this is the very first time, since the commencement of 
ray ministry, that I have been absent from' -public 
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worship On the Sabbath, when my health would allow 
Jny attendance." ^ J 

He was equally punctual in his attendance on the 
busiijess meetings of his brethren, wh^re his presence 
was expected ; and when present on siich occasions, 
he was not like many, who hurry business through to 
a premature conclusion, or break abruptly away be- 
fore it is finished ; he could find time and patience 
for the due ' consideration of every important matter, 
and, seldom left till the -business of the meeting was 
all properly disposed of, '' 

In his intercourse with his brethren, he was no re- 
specter of persons ; there was great uniformity in the 
riianner in which he treated the rich and the poor, the 
ignorant' and the;more refined. When he visited -his 
more distant churches, he would spend his nights, first 
with one, and'then vrith another, without regard to 
the distinctions of ralik aiid wealth ; leaving none any 
ground to make the complaint,, which is sometimes 
urged against ministers, ^that he was 'always careful to 
search out those places where he could get the best 
supperg andihe most comfortable bedding. 

It has already been intimated, that Mr, Merter's 
'churches^were forward to acknowledge the claims of 
benevolence. In this respect, they stood ih the front 
raiiks. His own bright exataple, his frequent appeals 
from the pulpit, and his private, personal applications 
,to persons in and out of the church, were generally 
successful in securing a respectable tribiite for the 
treasury of thfe Lord. He accomplished less by the 
agency of societies, than many have done, thinking it 
best, in the general, for the churches, as such, to act 
as benevolent societies, without too many separate or- 
ganizations. Where churches, however, were divided 
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in sentiment as to benevolent operations, or were not 
disposed to act efficiently, he was ever forward to ©n- 
xiourage these other auxilia:ry measures. 

So many churches were resting upon his pastoral 
care, and so large was the territory to be occupied by his 
ministry, it would iappear next lo impossible for Mr. 
Mercer to perform all those labors, and carry into 
complete, practical operation, all those plans, which , 
would seem to be impo^tant^;o meet all the spiritual 
wants of his people, The sick could not always be 
visited ; intimate and frequent personal intercourse 
could not be kept up with the scattered members of 
his various flocks ; ,and on this account, their spiritual 
wants being in some respects, imperfectly understood^ 
there could not have been as perfect an adaptation of 
ministerial instruction to all the varied jiecessities of 
his people as would have been desirable. And ho<v 
could it be expected, that in the nurnber of discourses 
which he delivered to his several churches, notwith- 
standing the rich and. faithful instructions which they 
contained, there could be imbodied, without a mira- 
cle, that unbroken compass and full variety of scrip- 
tural truth, so important for the perfecting of the saints, 
and the complete edifying of the body of Christ, 

Never can the churches be brought up to their ma- 
tured strength and glory, until there is poured upon 
£hem a more complete and powerful concentration of 
pastoral labor and influence, than is allowed by that 
scattered, diluted system, which too generally prevails 
in our southern churches. In addition, to the evils al- 
ready hinted at, the system has a direct tendency to 
prevent the "proper improvement and useful employ- 
ment, of many of our ministerial gifts. The churches, 
being too well satisfied with their monthly supplies, 
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aft order of things which, in many instances, originated 
in the peculiar necessities of ;Our denomination in the 
early settlement of the country,' have V«ry naturally 
hieen disposed to seek the services of the most popu- 
lar preachers, though they might reside twenty, or fifty 
miles distant, and overlook the less improved and 
shining gifts springing up in their midst. Had these 
.gifts been properly nurtured, the: churches might 
have had an ample supply of useful' pastors ; and en- 
joying, the, constant ministrations of faithful men, 
though of hut moderate abilities, how much more 
healthful would have been their condition, than with 
the occasional and .desultory labors of more gifted 
ministers. But this system, whitfli would have called 
at first for a little more patience and self-denial, and 
perhaps pecuniary aid, did' Dot suit the taste of out 
brethren : ' ' Give us at onee the fruit from those choice 
vines, and if we can obtain but now and then a small 
supply, we shall- be satisfied. We had rather have 
the monthly labors of Abram Marshall, or Jam«s Arm- 
strong, or Jesse Mercer, than the constant attendance of 
brother such' a one, and^ brother such a' one." What 
was the consequence? The branches of our noble 
vines were spread over such extended fields, that their 
. rich fruit fell in scattered clusters ; whilst many pious 
and precious brethren, that, with sufficient encourage- 
ment, might have risen to respectability, languished in 
the shade. The subject of this memoir has been heard 
to lament the evil ; aftd it is more than probable, that 
this consideration was not overlooked, when', in sub- 
sequent years, he was induced to limit his labors to a 
narrower field. But notwithstanding what has juBt 
been said, it is with peculiar satisfactibn the writer 
records the fact, that but few ministers in our country 
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have more fully and faithfully occupied a field of the 
same extent. Before advancing years and bodily in- 
firmities called for some relaxation, he was in labors 
abundant. A formal; monthly visit to his churches, 
was fax from meeting his vie vfrs of ministerial dutyj 
he spent a large portion of his time in holding meet- 
ings in contiguous and intermediate neighborhoods, 
sometimes preaching day and night for weeks in suc- 
cession. By these zealous and multiplied labors, 
some of the evils oi the system complained of were 
greatly mitigated ; much precious seed was scattered 
fax and viade ; multitudes were brought under the in- 
fluence of Mr. Mercer's wise instructions, and not a 
few were aroused by his warnings to tiinely reflection, 
and induced to flee from the vrrath tp come. 

" He always," says a friend who sat many years 
under his ministry, " wore an aspect of deep solemnity 
in times of revival, seemed to feel deeply his respon- 
sibility, and to take' the sincerest interest in the salva- 
tion of his hearers, especially such as were mourning 
and weeping on account of their sins, and crying, 
wha:t shall we do to be saved? Dn such occasions, he 
would hold on, and preach, exhort, and pray, night 
and day, vramihg the unfeeling and impenitent, and 
instructing and encouraging the humble and contrite. 
On the part of the latter, I have observed him when 
he would apparently pour forth his whole soul in 
prayer, at the same time calling to their minds the in- 
vitations and promises of the gospel ; and so deeply 
would he feel, and so solemn and devout would be 
his exercises, that the whole congregation would be 
Wrapped in the profoundest silence. Many were 
brought to the knowledge of the truth through his in- 
strumentality, and such was his constant zeal, his se- 
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rious dep6rtm6nt, and devout conversation, that he 
seemed to' give tone and depth to the revivals in whidh 
he was engaged." ' ' 

From the foregoing, it is evident that Mr. Mercer 
was a believer in the reafity and desirableness of re* 
vivals of religion, and that he labored to encoiirage 
and promote them amongst his churches; - How often 
and feeliilgly he repeated the quotation,/' Lord, revive 
us. Lord, revive us," in his letters to pious friends, 
many can well remember. He probably depended 
more upon the stated and uniform administration of 
the means of grace, and less upon special and extra- 
ordinary efforts, than many of his brethren ; yet upon 
all suitable occasions, he was ready to assist at pro- 
tracted meetings, and he generally brought to them a 
fervent, prayerful and anxious heart. On such occa- 
sions, he never lost sight of the absolute necessity of 
the Spirit's influence fiq give efficacy, to the means of 
grace. This Sentiment seemed to be interwoven, in the 
most complete, scriptural, and, engeiging manner, with 
his prayers, his exhortations and preaching. Every 
thing like glorying in "men and measures,' to the for- 
getfiilness of human weakness, and the glory of God, 
his humble, holy spirit, deeply deplored and sincerely 
loathed. He had no fellowship for forced, unnatural, 
and mechanical efforts to move the sympathies, "and 
get up a revi%(il." Every thiiig boisterous, confusing 
and disorderly, in the progress of religious meetings, 
was abhorrent from his judgment and feeling^. " Let 
every thing be done decently and in order," was the 
rule which he inculcated on others, and by which his 
own course was habitually governed. 

Some>of Mr. Me'rcer's views upon the subject of 
revivals may be learned from the following extracts 
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from a cotnTQimicatioa published in the Christian In- 
dex, in 1832 : " I have little difficvdty with C. S. A. 
inall he has said of,' Christian -ololi^SLtion,' in regard 
to revivals. I w^ould not take a jot or tittle from it, 
but still I do not admit that a revival is the result of 
this obligation, performed in its most pure degree, but 
rather that the highest- state of practical godliness, 
'•which we ever witness, is produced by the revival it- 
self. I think it probable your excellent correspondent 
and I do not understand each other. He seems to 
have his eye fixed on the practical, while mine is in- 
tensely directed to the radical cause. He is looking 
at the issue of living waters ; I am examining for the 
reservoir of divine power and efficacious grace. * * • 

" When men grasp the means, even, of God's ap- 
pointment, with a design of acconqjlishing the end, 
both shall be nothing, except it be to produce IsJimaeh 
ites — sons ofihefiesh. It is one thing for men to 
J;ake hold of the means, as agents, and ^ to work like 
Jehu, to shovir their zeal for the Lord of Hosts ; and 
quite another thing to go forth with equal ,«eal,: but 
with entire dependenee on the power that moves them, 
like, the axe, or saw, shaken by the hand of a cunning 
T*orkman. I have seen, (as it" appears to me,) too 
much leaning to, the efficiency of rneans, (or to the suf- 
ficiency of huiiian ability to comply,), if they were 
faithfully plied. Thus the success of some ministers 
in the conversion of sinners, more than others, h?is 
been merged into the difference of mo^de used in ad- 
dressing them. As if, [yirere] the means rightly used, 
and sinners properly addressed, the success would 
necessarily follow,^hich to me robs God of his glory. 

" What we fjjElen hear of getting up and continuing 
revivals, seems to be too of the same sort. As if,. 
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whenever Christians will unite in, and faithfully use 
the means,- a revival will of consequence follow; 
which renders the cause of the conversion of sinners, 
into th& faithful use of the means, or holds God de- 
pendent on hia people for the success of his gospel. 
Not but Christians ought to live always in- the faithful 
discharge of every duty, loolcing to God for his re- 
viving grace; to give effect to all their efforts. But I 
fear that revivals are too often gotten up in appearance 
only. That Satan, the better to effect his purposes, 
assumes the angel of light, and does wonders by the' 
slight of men, I doubt not. When God works, Satan 
goes to "work also. Thus it may be in revivals ; a 
great Wind, foUowed by earthquake and fire, may rend 
the mountains and break, the rocks of human passions, 
while God- may pass on only'va. mil'der forms ofiHvine 
powef, at which the prophets of tlje Lord wrap their 
blushing faces in the mantle of .humble acknowledg- 
ment. 4 My desire is, that in the- use of- the means, 
whether for the revival' of grace, or the awakening of 
sinners, he that glories, may glory in the Lord." 

Is has already been noticefd, that in -the early pai:t 
of Mr. Mercer's ministry, he received but little pecu- 
niary assistance from his, churches ; at a later period, 
as their resources improved, and they became better 
instructed in' their duty, they afforded him a more 
ready and liberal compensation. Believiug that it 
was a part of God's declared will, that he that preaches 
the gospel- should live of the gospel, he was not' afraid 
nor ashamed, on suitable occasions, tq remind his 
brethren of their duty in this particular; The crim- 
inal backwardness of the churches in contributing of 
their- carnal things' »^o those who minister to them in 
spiritual things, he attributed, in a great measure, to 
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the unfaithfulness of ministers in not expounding to 
their brethren this j)ortion of the counsel of God. 

^ut whilst he would have the churches discharge 
their duties to their pastors, he was Very far from en- 
couraging his ministering brethren in the neglect of 
their solemn obligations. He would have them de- 
vote themselves wholly to the work of the ministry, 
casting themselves with a generous cbnfidence upon 
the liberality of their brethren; and exercising, at all 
times, unshaken faith in the promises of the Lord. 
" It was a custom with him," says President Sher- 
wood, (to whom the vmter of this memoir is indebted 
for much valuable assistance,) "to reason with his 
ministering brethren for their want of faith, especially 
if they engaged in secular pursuits, to the neglect of 
their sacred profession. ' There is no trust in God/ 
he would'say, '. if a certain salai^ is secured you. Go 
out to labor in the Lord's vineyard constantly, and he 
will see to the support of your family.' If it were 
objected that some had tried it, and a sufficient sup- 
port had not been furnished, he would answer, that it 
was a half-hearted kind of faith, by which such were 
actuated, and not unshaken confidence in God, else a 
failure would not have happened." 

In this connexion, a^short extract from a letter writ- 
ten to the Rev. B. Manly, Not. 13, 1825, might not be 
inappropriate. " I am very much pleased," says_ he, 
" with the resolution you have formed, b6th as it 
respects your continuance where you are, and the 
making a fair trial ' whether a minister of Christ can- 
not be supported on gospel principles.' The views 
you take in regard to 'going tq Philadelphia, (and I 
will add to Charleston,) are very proper waA. forcible. 
As it respects the 'fair trial,' you must not be too 
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soon discouraged. And you mus);. lay it up in your 
.heart, (and Mrs. M. too,) that many temptations and 
great tribulations -will come to your lot, and you will 
suffer many things, which a Jaskionable world around 
you, and those lusts which war in your members, which 
are unsanctified as yet, will call privations /,- so that 
you must be willing to suffer, taking for your example, 
the Ldrd Jesus and his apostles." 

At-this point, might it not be w«ll to pause a mo- 
ment and solemnly inquire, if there has not been a 
great fault amongst ministers touching tlie important 
subject just brought to view. The churches, espe- 
cially, in the Baptist denomination, have Mo doubt in- 
volved themselves in great criminality; by neglecting 
to provide properly for the (emporal support of their 
pastors ; but does charity and truth forbid us to sup- 
pose, that this may often have been perrnitted by the 
Lord, as a just, though^painful retribution to ministers 
for their worldly-mindedness and want of faith. They 
often complain of the churches, but in all cases are 
they certain that >by faith, by enduring hardness as 
good soldiers, by a reasonable and patient continuance, 
.by a prayerful, hearty, and entire devotion to their 
work, they have proved what the churches would do 
for their support, or rather, what the Lord, in his faith- 
fulness and love, would do for them % ■ Can there be 
any doubt but what, iSjoviX young brethren would 
■- bring to their work more of (that zeal, and energy, and 
"martyr spirit," which characterized the labors of 
apostolic days, and which Christ requires of all his 
ministers, and cast themselves upon the promises of 
God, and the Christian generosity of their brethren, a 
more ample and certain support might be expected 1 
The labors of such ministers would be' valued and 
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sought for ; such devoted servants would be esteemed 
very' highly in love for their^work's sake; and'the 
churches, being abundantly comforted' and edified by 
their ministrations, might be reasonably expected, in 
return, to communicate more liberally of their tempo- 
ral supplies. ' Are all those, who have made experi- 
ments and failed, certain that they have made " a fair 
trial ?" Are they certain that they have not made it 
with " a half-hearted kind of faith ?" When a min- 
ister's too soon discouraged, distrusts the Lord, and 
distrusts his brethren, and, to provide for his, temporal 
wants, hastily, and incautiously encumbers himself 
with those^rordly cares, which leave but a #a^;ment 
of his time, and heart, and hands, for the duties of his 
calling, is it strange that his church, or churches, half- 
taught, haJf-disQiplined, should fall" into error on their 
part, and by their parsimonious policy, at last rivet 
permanently upon his hands, those fetters, which, in 
part at least, he had prepared for himself? There is 
no doubt a- double fault : the ministers are in fault; 
the churches are in fault ; and it becomes both 
churches and ministers to bemoan the ^evil which ex- 
ists, and seriously inquire into the causes which have 
produced it, and the remedies by which it might be 
healed. ».* 

But to return to Mr. Mercer and his churches. It 
would be-improper to close thi| chapter without say- 
ing something of the estimation in which he was held 
amongst the people where he labored. On this sub- 
ject, facts would justify the use of the strongest ex- 
pressions. Never was a minister more^ immoveably 
rooted in the respect, Confidence, and affection of his 
people. There' were many like the Galatians, who 
Would have been ready, as it were, to have plucked out 
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their eyes and given them to him ; though, unlike the 
Galatians, their good will and devotion endured to the 
end. To all classes of the community he w^as an ob- 
ject of deep interest. "Childhood and youth looked 
up to him ;with filial awe ; manhood and old age were 
ever- ready to do hirii honor. The wise -regarded him 
with admiration ; whilst the most illiterate could see 
enough in him to revere and love. Though he was a 
terror to evil doers, yet the ' profligate a;nd profane, 
who would stand abashed in his J>resence, , or even 
hide themselves from his view as he passed along the 
streets, would speak of him in terms of exalted com- 
mendation. Nor viras it strange that all this should be 
so. Siach an exhibition as he made, for a long series of 
years, of high intellectual power, sound, discriminating 
judgment, engaging and amiable virtues, strict and un- 
bending integrity in all his dealings with men,, and 
above all, of sincere, honest, and urtdeviating devotion to 
the cause of his Divine Master, would naturally secure 
to him the position which he occupied in the hearts of 
his brethren, and the estimation of his felloW-citizens 
at large. He ^ad his faults, and he had his enemies ; 
but the former were small in comparison with his vir- 
tues ; and the latter could never dislodge him fftm 
the affectiian and confidence of the people. The fol>- 
lowing extracts from a letter written by one of his 
intimate friends, on hearing a report of Mr. Mercer's 
death, (which, however, soon proved to be erroneous) 
may serve as an illustration of the respect and attach- 
ment which were felt for -him by those, who knew him 
best. 
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" New- fork, 25lh Aug., 1819. - 
"Reitben T.' Battle, Esq., 

" My Dear -Friend : — On Monday last * * * I re- 
ceived from my st)n Q. the nielam-oholy tidings of the 
death of Rev.; Jesse Mercer. I" have one, and only 
_ one method, by which I can communicate my feelings 
on this awfully solemn and melancholy occasion, 
which is by referring you to your own feelings on the 
memorable 7th August, 1819, when this great herald 
of his Master — the faithful pastor of the church of 
Chrisi—the sincere and unassuming Christian — the 
lovely,^ loving and beloved fiiend — the kind and 
manly husband — the . friendly neighbor — the sound 
and punctual dealer — your and my particular friend, 
made his exit from this world, of sorrow and misery, 
to inhabit that heavenly ijiansion which his blessed 
Saviour had prepared for himi. * * We. know not 
how to estitnate a blessing but by" its loss. Oh, my 
dear Reuben, how shall we sustain the stroke ! New- 
York, and all the beauties -of the north, are to me 9wio 
worse than, blanks : nay Mercer is gone! Oh, how 
often did his expressive eyes, (now sealed in death,) 
swim in tears, giving evidence of the ardor of his soul, 
whilst his humble and plaintive voice, with indescri- 
bable pathos, strongly supplicated the throne of grace 
for my poor soul, and the souls of my dear family, 
that we might be partakers of those invaluable bless- 
ings, which he himself so richly enjoyed. * * * 

"I am anxious to see Powelton and its inhabitants ; 
but oh, what sh^U I do, Mercer is gone ! The great 
Head of his church surely has a controversy with his 
people, or he would not so soon have called his ser- 
vant home. Oh, my friend, what shall we do, our 
Mercer is gone ! I shall leave this now dreary city 
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to-morrow. My respects to poor Mrs. Mercer and 
your family, Dr. Battle, and other friends. 

f " Yours, truly, , , 

" Isaiah Tucker." 

■■ jPhiladetphia, 28<A Aug. 1819. 

"Dear Sir : — 

" After having written the preceding lines in New- 
York, Iconcluded to come on and put it in the P. O. 
here. Dr. Holcombe shows me a letter from Pran- 
ces, three days after date of Germain's, and mentions 
a report contradicting that of Mercer's death, but that 
his physicians had given him over. Oh, my heart 
trembles in suspense ; but my hope is small indeed. 
I have written on tO' Germain to strew the road before 
me with letters, that I may be in pqssessiQn of factg 
as soon as possible." ' ' ' .-. 

"Yours, I. T.'f , 



CHAPTER Vj^ 



Mr. Mercer's te^bor^ on his journeys from home, at Associationn, 
&C.^Crrculates useful books. — His Cluster. — Extracts from his 
Correspondence. — His relation to political affairs. 

* * 
In estimatinsr the* extent and value of Mr. Mercer's 
ministerial.'labors^- we are by no means to coriiine our 
attention t05,;those bestowed upon his churches, and 
regions immediately coiit^;uous. The destitution of 
more distant communities called forth his benevolent 
and useful exertions, and. often, either in 66mpany 
with other zealous preaehers, or by himself;' he would 
5 
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make lengthy excursions, proclaiming with great 
power the gospel of the kingdom. He not only trav- 
elled extensively in his own state, but often extended 
his routes into neighboring states. There has already 
been an allusion to his visit to North Carolina in com- 
pany with his father. Most of the,.year 1799 he spent 
in travelling and preaghing in the states of South Car- 
olina, North Carolina and Virginia. On this tour he 
travelled upvyards of three thousand miles. He also 
visited the, city of Charleston once or twice, preached 
with niuch" acceptance to the people, and was much 
gratified with the Christian intercourse he there en- 
joyed with his Baptist brethren, j 

Besides attending the annual meetings of the Geor- 
gia Association, and the State Convention, he was in 
the habit of visiting regularly, for several years, the 
Hephzibah, Sarepta, and Ocmulgee Associations, and 
occasionally several other^ in the state, and in South 
Carolina. £' On his, way to, these bodies, as well as on 
his return, he generally preached firom place to place, 
always ready to embrace every opportunity to unfold 
the excellency of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The gi-eat respect which was everywhere en^rtained 
for his Christian and ministerial character, generally, 
secured lar,ge and attentive congregajtions ; and there 
arp multitudes still living, who cherish, with pecuUar 
delight, the remembrance of these occasional, visits.' 

At the annual meetings- qf^hese various religious 
bodies, he might be said truly to magiiify his office, 
as a zealous and able minister of the New Testament. 
They were occasions well calculated to warm his af- 
fe(a;ions, to arouse his intellectual powers, and unlock 
his rich store-house o^ Christian experience and scrip- 
tural knowledges. Thfere would he often meet some 
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ated in the trials, and toils,, and sacadfices of his youth:- 
fkl , ministry. There would he find "himself gur- 
roan4ed by many, who, in times 'past, had been con- 
victed under his preaching, or conducted by him to 
the Saviour's feet, pr comforted by him in some sea- 
son of peculiar affliction, .or ushered by his. kiqid and 
fe,therly attentions into the ministry, or had received 
some other spiritual Ijenefit from his stated or occa- 
sional ministrations. There also would be- many, 
who had been familiar, from childhood, with the jname 
of Jesse Mercer, but Bad never before been permitte4 
to ga^e upon his venerated form, and who were more 
anxious to Jusar something from his lips than 'firom 
those, of any other, minister living. Though he sought 
not the highest, seat, yet the respect and affection of 
his bretlirenj generally assigned it to him; be was 
almost inyariably appointed to preach when he would 
iiave an opportunity of addressing the largest congre- 
gations. At such times, he would select some weighty 
doctrinal theme, or perhaps'a subject that would load, 
him to discuss the merits ofsome of the leading be- 
nevolent operatioffls of the age ; and cheered by the 
icouHtenances of his brethren, and rouse^ by the pre- 
sence of a vast and attentive assemblage, he would 
bring to his work the thoroujghly awakened strength 
of his devout afflictions, and his original and power- 
ful mind, and, pour forth his instructions with such 
clearness and force of argument, and with .such sweet 
and tender pathos, as seldom failed to make a deep 
and lasting impBfission upon the assembled multitude. 
These occasions were highly valued.^by his minister- 
ing .brethren ; and those preachers must have made 
great advancement in the knowledge^ of divine things, 
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who Were not the wiser at the conclusion of his dis' 
courses. They were often entertained with such a 
lucid illustration of deep and difficult subjects, such 
a masterly exposure of error, such a satisfactory so- 
lution of perplexing cases of conscience, such a rich 
and delightiul exposition of Christian experience, as 
could hardly fail to increase their store of scriptural 
knowledge, give a fresh impulse^ to their investiga- 
tions, suggest new and profitable trains of thought, 
and thus tend" greatly to benefit, them invtheii- subse- 
quent ministerial labors. Few preachers could be 
named, who, in this way, have exerted a more power- 
ful influence upon the minds of other ministers ;. and 
it is through this channel that we are to search for. 
much of the lasting and greatly extended usefulness 
of Mr. Mercer. , . 

In 1817 he attended the General Convention in 
Philadelphia, travelling through the Atlantic states in 
his own carriage, and preaching very frequently both 
going and returning. He also attended the meetings 
of that body in 1820, 1826, and 1835. 

By the appointment of the G-'eneral Convention, hB 
and Mr. Sherwood, in 1823, visitell the Valley Towns 
Mission Station in North Carolina. His wife accom- 
panied him, as she did on many of Tiis journeys ; and 
their carriage passed over hills and mountains, which 
had never before witnessed such a conveyance. 
Whilst M the Valley Tovnis, Mr. Mercer had an op- 
portunity of preaching to the Indians, through an in- 
terpreter. 

In making an estimate -of the ministerial labors of 

Mr. Mercer, we' must not omit the vast amount of ser- 

, vice which he rendered at ministers' meetings, at the 

ordination of ministers, the constitution of churches, 
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■tie''araiiversaries of various benevolent societies, and 
the almost numberless protracted and general meet^ 
ings, wbich he attended during his long and luminous 

, career of niore than half a century. On all ■ such oc- 
casions, his presence and aid were most highly va^lued, 
and the salutary influence of his prayers and instruc- 
tions uniformly felt. 

Auxiliary to diese Tabors, he vyas in the habit, for 
many years, of keeping on hand a small assortment of 
useful religious works, such_ as Puller's, Buck's, Life 
of Mrs. Judson, &c., which he carried with him on his 
numerous preaching tours, and- sold to such as could 
be induced to purchase. In this way, he encouraged 
amongst his brethren a taste for useful reading, and 
forought into circulation a large number of valuable 
publications. 

^ Finding a great- want of hymni)ooks for the use of 
the rapidly increasing churches, he compiled a small 
work, called the " Cluster" -'This work was first pub- 
lished, unbound, in Augusta : subsequently^two more 
"editions were published in the same place, which were 
bound ; amounting- in all to two thousand five hun- 
dred copies. "Whilst attending the G-eneral Conven- 
tion, in 1817, in Philadelphia, he published a revised 
edition of two thousand five hundred copies, and had 
the copyright secured. Editions were also published 
in 1820, 18S6, and 1835. In this hymn book are to 
be found many valuable hymns, with other pieces less 
interesting : with some imperfections, it has, never- 
theless, had an extensive circulation in many p^rts of 
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, and has comforted 
the hearts and animated the devotions of thousands of 
the saints of God. The work contains several hymns . 
ef Iris ovra composition, not, however, greatly distin- 
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ffuished for their poetical excellence ; for neitier na- 
ture nor art ever bcystowed- upon Mr. Mercer the set- 
tributes of a poet. 

Tlie following is inserted as a favorable specimen 
of the few hymns which Mr. Mercer composed. Tt 
appears in the Cluster as the second part of the 235th 
hymn : 

" Resolving thus, I entered in, 

Though trembling and depressed? 
I bowed before thie gracious King, , 

And ail my sins confessed. : 

" Sweet majesty and awful giae.Gr 
Sat smiling'on his brow ; 
He turned to me his glorious face^ 
And made my eyes o'erflow. 

**He held the- sceptre out to me. 
And bade me touch and live ; 
I touched, and (O, what -mercy free !) 
He did ray sins forgive. 

" I touched and lived, and ieameJ to lorev 
-And triumphed in my God ; 
I set my heart on. things above. 
And Bang redeeming blood. 

** Come, sinners grieved, with sins distressed,. 
And ready to despair, 
Take courage, though with guilt oppressed, - 
Jesus still answers, prayer. 

" Come enter in with cheerful haste ,- 
You may his glory see ; 
You ttiay his 'richest mercy taste — ■ 
He has forgiven KB J' 
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Some extracts from Mr. Mercer's correspoiideilce 
will now be iiitroduced. They are selected from the 
letter^ which bear the earliest date of any tliat have 
fallen into the biographer's hands ; and one or two of 
these will form a very natural connexion with the 
foregoing sketch of his ministerial labors, as they 
bring to view his sentiments on some of the leading 
doctrines pf the gospel, and his method of meeting 
the inquiries and difficulties of- individuals in a state 
of concern about their salvation. The writer would 
here beg leave to observe, once for all, that there is 
but little in the letters of Mr. Mercer to gratify the 
wishes of the critical" and fastidious : they are gene- 
rally written in the most unaffected Style, not always 
with perfect grammatical correctness ; in the main, 
presenting a just and fair reflection of the plain, sim- 
ple, transparent , character of their author. Most of 
those, which will appear in this volume, it is believed 
will be acceptable, at least to his numerous surviving 
friends and acquaintances ; as these memorials will 
tend' to revive, in a pleasing and impressive manner, 
their recollections of one whom they so much revered 
and loved. * . ' 

The following letter was addressed to a distant 
friend, who, in a state gf religious anxiety, had sought 
his counsel : . - 

"GrarUsviUe, Green Co., Qa., May 17, 1815. 

" My dear Sir ^^ 

" According to agreenient, I'received' your very 
interesting introductory communication, ' when at 
Washington last, and have duly weighed its contents ; 
and now sit down to make an effort to comply with? 
my promise. May the Lord Mess it to ybur inslruS- 
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tion and comfort. You have shown jhat you have al- 
ready an improved knowledge in the things which 
belong to the kingdom of Grod, apd.a fervid -desire 
for the righteousness thereof. But still you desire 
me to direct you into a proper understanding of the 
gospel. In order', to a proper view of the -gospel way 
of salvation, 'tis necessary to entertain just and ade- 
quate notions of the state of sinful nature from which 
it delivers, and which makes it necessary. In sinning, 
against God, we have violated his law and come short 
of his glory^ Rom. 3 : 23 ; — are obnoxious to divine 
wrath, and abhorrent to holiness, Rom. 1 : 13, and 
on ;^and liable to everlasting banishment as our just 
desert, 2 Thes. 1 : 9. Ps. 28 t 4. Ezek. 7 : 27. This 
sentence of severe condemnation must be acknow- 
ledged just, not only as it is legal, but as it is an effort 
of divine justice ,to vindicate its ovra holiness against 
the total want of it in us. From this vie w of the case, 
the loss of){ the sinner seems inevitable. But God, 
who isrich in mercy, according to his great love to- 
wards us, when we were dead in sin, hath abounded 
towards us in all vdsdom, and prudence, according to 
his eternal purpose* in Christ, through whose blood 
we have redemption — the forgiveness of our sins. 

" Such was the nature of our offence, that it re- 
quired an infinite satisfaction, or the satisfaction of an 
infinite Being ; therefore, it became him who should 
interpose, to be allied to us, and yet possess infi- 
nite capacities. God hath laid help on one that is 
mighty to save, in sending Christ Jesus into the 
world for this purpose ; he being verily our kinsman, 
yet possessing the fulness of the. Godhead bodily, 
was able to render the violated law such obedience 
and sufferings as it required, ^nd to give them such 
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■vicarious merit as should be satisfactory to injured, 
Infinite justice ; and so to bring in an everlasting ' 
righteousness for the justification of the ungodly, 
which a just and holy God could not do' without 
such a righteousness, to render him justified in the 
act. Compare Dan./ 9 : 24. with Eom. 1 : 17. 3:26. 
and 10 : 4. God accounting us in Christ, makes him to 
uswlsdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp- 
tiom Wisdom, whereby, we know our danger and 
Temedj :—rig&teiiusness, whereby we are- acqixitted. 
from guilt according to ls.w/.^sanctifieation,-wheiehY 
we are renewed,' and saved from the damning nature 
of sin -j—rredemption, whereby our sins are forgiven, 
and we receive the spirit of adoption in our hearts, 
crying Abba, Father. 1 Cor. 1 : 30. (Compare Rom. 
Rom. 3 : ,19, 20, with John 17 : 3. Acts. 13 : £9. Ezek. 
36 : 25, 26, 1 Cor. 6 j 11. Titus 3 : 5. Eph. 1 : 7., 
Titus 2 :, 14.) All this Jpsus Chriet is to him that be- 
lieveth ; not to him that has any kind of faith, but to 
him whose' faith is the Jriiii of the Spirit— ^the gra- 
cious gift of God. Gal., 5 : 22. Eph. 2 : 8. 

" You desire me to. explain to you y'our difiicult, 
situation, and to. give you counsel therein. This I 
will endeavor to do; You seem to yo.urself to have 
the requisite faith in Christ, and to be humble and 
iiniaere in prayer, and yet to be without g-race, whiqh 
stagger^ you. - You seem, notMthstanding your faith 
and other virtuous exercises, to be barred from the 
mercy by the justice of 'God, which has excited won- 
der. This too has produced the embarrassment from 
the doctrine of election, of which you speak. Now, 
my dear' sir, all this- arises from a misapjjlication of 
these exercises and virtues. 'Tis the common opinion 
of mankind, that when they become believers in 
5* 
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Christ, and make, an humble, penitent, atid sincefr^ 
application for grace, it will follow. But if never was 
intended of God, that salvation shotild follow these 
SIS a cause, or condition. If it did as a "-cause, then 
these Would supersede the necessity of the merits of 
Christ ; if as a condition, then salvation w'ouM be un- 
certain, if not impossible, because men could really 
perform no iuGh condition. ^ Besides,- such a plan 
would make the sinner a partner In his salvation, an(J 
share the honor of it with God, who is ever jealous 
of his glory, and will not give it to another. 

" The light 'of God has,, I hope, so shone into your 
heart, as to convince you that these are insufficient, 
and will lead you to know that they are not the rea- 
son, but the evidence of hope, when they exist in their 
proper degree, to which yours have not yet come. 
Your faith, 'good' as it is, has not yet appropriated 
.the SavioTixiwhbm it has apprehended," and therefore 
Ifeaves you \^ithout comfort. The light of naturri, or 
a legal spirit, will endeavor to set you down securely 
on your present faith and diities ; but an enlightened 
conscience will never be satisfied without the sprink- 
ling of the blood of Jesus, who only can take'aVVay 
sins. When yoii are Enabled to come to God in your 
trtie, though hunibling character as a sinner, puhli- 
can-like, you will cease to inquire ' whether such 
prayers as yours can be heard,' or whether any of 
your exercises may be acceptable ; for then your 
eyes, your Eying eyes will be turned to Christ, from 
whose expiatory sacrifice all*pleas for acceptance will 
be sought and found. Then election will open to 
your view in a new ahd-sstriking light, a glorious door 
of hope. You will have bedii brought to see the ut- 
ter inapplicability of the conditional plan to you, who 
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can neither fulfil the law in Dorics nor faith, and of 
course your thoughts on such a plan,»can only go cut 
to meet desptdr. • Bi|t in G-od's eternal purpose you 
will see the means as well as the ends ahke finished. 
Here Grod designs to show mercy to those who seem 
least to deserve it ; and provides salvation for those 
who have neither, money nor price to obtain it. Ps. 
68 : 18> Isa. 55 : 1. Examine thebeatitudes in Matt. 
5th chapter. Notice to whom the promises apply the 
provisions of the gospel'. The dead, sich, poor,, heavy- 
Idden, ungodly, and lost. To one brought into these 
characters by the quickening spirit, the sovereign and 
free grace of God opens the only sovereign remedy, 
and anchor of hope, 

" My counsel, is that you search ths scriptures, (John 
5 : 39; 2 Tim. 3 : 15,. 16.) and attend on the word 
preached in order to obtain a spiritual understanding. 
Here, you will have pointed out, to you your true 
character, danger and remedy, with all their attendant 
qualities and , consequences. 

" Be instant in jrayer. Not with any view' to iha 
virtue of the exercise, but vyith a due regard to the 
invaluable worth aiid indispensable demand of the 
blessing God may be pleased to afford in answer to it. 
The nature of the case 'will suggest the propriety of 
self-denial, or the forsaking all known sins. But the 
alarmed conscience, newly roused from its security 
and negligence, cries out what shall I do 1 The in- 
struction afforded in the case of Saul is in point. Acts 
9:6; compare 16^ 30, 31. Instruction is necessary 
to show our right in privileges and duties, lest we of- 
■ fend in the deeds we design should plea'ie. As to 
your baptism, the propriety of it dependi on the na- 
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ture and degree of yom\ faith; whenever it removes 
from your conscience ^Ae ^M«7< o/" «m, by appropriat- 
ing the merits of Christ, by which the justice of God 
ceases to bar the mercy off, and gives you an evidence 
of interest in divine favor ; then, and not till then, it 
will be proper for you to give the outward sign..- An 
examination of the scriptures, (a^ist of which you re- 
quest me to give,) on this subject will afford direction 
in the pathway of duty, and enable you by the blessing 
of Grod to act with propriety. Matt. 3 chap. Mark 
16 : 16. Acts 8 : 12, 37. Rom. 6 : 3, 4. jCol. 2 : 11, 
12. Heb. 10 : 32, is:thought to refer ta baptisra ; if so, 
it shows the proper time of the duty. 1 Pet. 3 : 21. 
with many other texts to the same effect, spread over 
the^^New Testament. , 

'' And now, my dear sir, the go6dness of God in 
Christ Jesus is your only sovereign balm, and his 
spirit is the physician. And blessed be his adorable 
name! he is free, . iniinitely free in his applications. 
I hope and pray, if ere this reaches you, you have 
not obtained a sense of his favor, you will soon be 
brought into the liberty of the sons of God, when the 
justice of, God will, instead of barring you off, lead 
you to the love, mercy, and goodness of God, and be 
,the principle of youi; safety and confidence. And be- 
lieve me, I am, as I have been and ever shall be, 

" Yours in the gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

"Jesse Merger." 

* The following letter without date, but probably 
written about the same time wdth the preceding, was 
ad'dressed to a female fiiend who was somewhat con- 
cerned upon the .subject of religion. 
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'" Dear Madam— Some jime. since the few times I 
have seen you, I have suggested to myself that there 
was a seriousness on your "countenance indicative of 
some inward anxiety, and it was most easy to me to 
suppose it to be about the state of your soul, and the 
concerns. of eternity. I thought o^. writing to you, 
but this seemed rather bold. I therefor^ hesitated. 
I inquired of your friend Mrs. G., who said you were 
solicitous to know of religion and its a|tainnient. 
Qn stepping iii the other day on the very friendly in- 
vitatign of Mr. S., and finding you somewhat indis- 
posed, aijd of afeolelnn though inviting countenance, 
I determined, and have set down, to, address a few 
thoughts to you on the subject of the;religion^ of 



" Now, madam, of all the subjects in the world, jihis 
is dou%less the most important. Be itjhlse,, and we 
are without hope. , Be it Prue, and it is the only hope. 
It is serious any how. This subject, as if is revealed in 
the scriptures, proceeds pnthe consideration of man's 
being totally lost and ruined in sin, i. el that he is by 
nature under the law and. curse of Grod, and so under 
the sentence of eternal destruction j which is the case 
of not this and that wicked man [only,] but even of 
us all indiscriminately. That such is our state under 
the moral government of G-od, univef&a,l death and 
the terrors we fpel on the approaches of eternity, will 
fully testify ; together with an alhiost endless variety 
of circumstances, the ; concomitants of living in this - 
miserable vKorld of sin, which will agree to no other 
state of things. But what shall we do to be saved % 
is the question. 

" Why, madam,' indeed if it were not for the gos- 
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pel of Jesus Christ, we should be at so profound a 
loss, as for ever to be unable to answer this question 
in any way satisfactory to a troubled mind, which, en- 
veloped in thick darkness, must, have yielded to des- 
peration under its guilt, without a gleam of hope. 
But in the gospel, life and immortality break forth, as 
from the blackest night, in all the effulgence of noon- 
day glory. Here we see the Son of God clothed in 
our nature, the nature that sinned,, for the express 
purpose of doing what we ought to have done, and 
what was indispensably necessary to be done in Order 
to salvation. And- now, through him is preached to 
us the forgiveness of sins, and by him, all that believe, 
are justified' from all things which they could not by 
the law, which by gin Tbiad become the administration 
of death only. To believe this' to the saving of the 
soul, is the fruit of the spirit of grace, bringing us to 
know jGrod in his glorious justice ; and Christ in his 
satisfaction (arising froru the woriis of his life, and the 
sufferings of his death) so as to deliver the burdened 
conscience from guilt and terror,- restoriog to us an 
inward peace vrith God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and giving a comfortable hope of acceptance 
into glory. This will at first excite deep, inward, and 
-heart-breaking views of our sinfiilness, in relation to 
God, and unworthiness of his mercy; and bring us to 
acknowledge the justness of the divine conduct to- 
wards us in condemnation. It will neJCt lead to de- 
sires or hungerings and thirstings for salvatioli, in 
some way which may be consistent with the law and 
justice of God. When it is made known that this is 
all done in Christ, the soul then looks to him as the 
only true Tvay to eternal life, with ardent desire, and 
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Constant prayer to God for an interest in him, till it 
pleases God to aff«rd the poor soul the power of be- 
lieving', or trusting in, and receiving from Christ, a 
full discharge ifrom his guilt and fears. Then he re- 
joices as a redeenied prisoner, loves txod as his hea- 
venly Father, blesses Christ as his Redeemer, friend, 
and brother, 'has a strong affection for the saints, or 
such as appear to be real Christians, and i& desirous 
sCbove all things, to live in the favor, and according to 
the pleasure of God, till death ; and then hopes to be 
happy with him to all eternity. 

"'How far, dear madam, you have realized these 
things, is a tender point between God and your own 
soul. Believe me, your soul is the most precinus 
jewel you have in all your store, audits salvation the 
most , important of all., your concernments. I thjnk 
you have [made], do,' and vnll make, these topics your 
study and prayer, and will never give over till God 
give, by his Spirit, an inward evidence "of your for- 
giveness, and accepta,nce throtigh Jesus Christ. And 
I do, and if God will givd' the Spirit, will pray that 
you may, vnth your dear Mr. S., be successful, and 
obtain that salvation, which is made and provided of 
God in Christ for sinners lost and undone. Then 
you vnll be bleissed here, and happy yonder for ever. 

" Pardon, dear madam, the liberty I take in ad- 
dressing this to you, and believe me, I am most cor- 
dially 

" Yours, in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

"Jesse Mercer." 
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TO MRS. T., OP VIRGINIA. 

, " Powelton, July 6, 1819. 

" Mt Dear Si^er : — 

" I little thought, 'When I left you, and dear Mr. T.. 
in tho road, that it would he almost two years before 
I should write to so interesting and distant friends,; 
but so it 'is. I have 'thought from time to time I 
would set about, it, and give a" long letter to my be- 
loved sister in the jliord,; but still have delayed, 
partly for want of heart-cheering matter, and partly 
for want of time .and resolution to begin a letter. 

'f WeUj.now I have begun ; but O what a heart of 
barrenness J, have i What shall I tell, what shall I 
write, to afford my sister any comfort, 'jjr to animate 
her afflicted and distressed soul 1 Why, let me lead 
her views to the Rock that is higher than she — the 
Rodk of ages — the precious, tried, and of course, sure 
foundation for a sinking sinner — the only shelter for 
one exposed to the flood of divine vengeance. But 
in this cleft the sinner, the chief of sinners, may be 
safe and happy ; yea, when ' deluges of _fiery wralJIi 
shall drown the world, he may, vidth a serene soul 
and dauntless courage, stand and see the Isist catas- 
trophe of the wicked. 'Tis a consqlation to contem- 
plate, when all outward good is perishing under. the 
common pressure, when flesh and heart are failing, 
and -even time and nature dying, that there is ap un- 
decaying substance, an unfailing fulness, and a trea- 
sure that fadeth not^away, reserved in heaven for 
those who love, and look for, the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I hope, my sister is training up for 
glory by the successive afflictions she wades through. 
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' For I reckon that the sufferings of the present time 

are not worthy to he compared with the glory which 

shall he revealed in us.' Glory therefore in tribula- 

tions also. 

"Religion is in a low degree with*us, but I tmst 

there are a few names even amongst us, who shall be 

counted worthy to walk with the dear Emmanuel in 

white. I would indulge the hope of better times with 

* 
you, 

" Give wife's sweetest affections with mine to Mr. 
T., and other friendl with whom we> formed any ac- 
quaintance in Orange. And be assured of oiir most 
affectionate and pious wishes for yourself." 

The following extracts are from a letter to Rev. B. 
Manly ,!;^ short portion of which, on ministerial sup- 
port, appears on a preceding page : 

' " Po.aey.on, Nov. 13, 1825. 
" My vert Dear BROTfiER : * , • 

" I was quite pieced with the obtrusion of your 
' poor thoughts' on me,ijwhich I found waiting for me 
in the office on my return home last.- The tinife anti- 
cipated i^tween us, when' Iq^t together, of passing 
through Edgefield, was leather, I think, on my way up 
to the Sahada Association, than to the Convpntion : 
however, this was mostiy on my mind, and I held it in 
contemplation tiU I was taken ill on a journey below 
Augusta, in June, when I despaired of my anticipated 
pleasure, and, as soon as I conveniently could, went 
up into Pendleton, where I might invigo^te my 
health, and be ready tp, meet the Saluda Association. 
But in this I was disappointed also. Since that, my 
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health has been quite uneven, and lately, worse. 1 
am at this moment the captive of affliction. At the 
Sarepta Association, I became feverish, and ever since 
I have been the subject of increasing fever till I came 
to this place, Friday was a week ago. On^ Saturday, 
at our monthly meeting, I could scarcely preach ; on 
Sabbath, I only served at the table. Monday, took 
an emetic, g,nd have beeii, till now, in a state of poor 
convalescence, unable to get on the way of my ap- 
pointments'; and am therefore^ the Sabbath at home, 
not, I trust, committing the sin which is unto death, in 
answering my dear brother's kind and miich esteemed 
letter ; the vwiting of which, I am satisfied, was so far 
from being ' the sin unto death,' that it was no sin at 
all. Throiigh the continuance of disease, and the fre- 
quent returns of fever, I am admonished of,being 
' near the margin, and just ready to pass the flood.' 

" As to the opinion you have formed of my talents, ^ 
I thank you for it ; but I assure you, it is to me, what 
y.ou so much regtet as^' a discouraging and very dis- 
astrous factj' and therefore must be excusednn yield- 
4ng a very sparing-^'pTormse to, your ' strong solicitude 
and desire.' I have, howev'e"r, come to the determi- 
nation, should Grod lengthen the days of the years of 
my pilgrimage, to become stationary, and. to devote 
my time to reading and study, perhaps; some to writ- 
ing. But my talent for composition is so poor, that 
I have all along been kept back, and have done very 
little in that way. On some of the pbints you mQp- 
ti6h, I have had a desire to vyrite at time^ ; but seeing 
the many volumes written on all, I have held a strong' 
rein on it; 

" Your Gonvention may rely on a little aid from 
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Georgia ; and I fear it will be but Ettlc. The death 
of Mr. Gillison and Pr. Furman, I fear will have a 
Very appalling effect on the designs of that body. 
But if -you can feel truly that the Lord of Hosts is 
with you, .you may go forward, for you will be ' well 
able.' I should be happy, could I say in truth some 
fine things about -religion among us ; but I have no 
such news to send you. Some of my brethren in 
the new counties are baptizing goodly numbers, as I 
hear." I hope the' Lord is affording you some joyful 
harvests in your fields of labor. ' Wife sends her 
christian affection to you and lady, which, with- my 
own, you will receive in the same "spirit, and pass 
mine over to your second self, a,nd any of the dear 
brethren about Edgefield. — I have tired myself seve- 
ral times writing this letter ; I hope you Vvill not faint 
in reading. Pray for a poor, old and declining man. 
'Farev(fell." 

It will he seen froni what has passed under the 
reader's notice, with what care and conscientiousness 
Mr. Mercer ever kept in mind the duties of his voca- 
tion, and brought all his plans into proper subordina- 
tion to what he considered the great- business of his 
life. It- is much to be regretted, that occasionally, 
some of our, venerable fathers in the ''gospel would 
become entangled in political affairs, and thus stis- 
tained much loss in their religious zeal and ministe- 
rial influence. Fortunately, through his long life, 
Mr. Mercer generally kept himself aloof from the 
strifes of party politics ; though he did not consider 
himself excluded;^ by the obligations of his sacred of- 
fice, from the right of forming his ovm Opinions of 
men and measures, and of expressing these opinions 
on prdper occasion's. 
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In 1798,- lie was a member of the convention which 
was appointed to amend the state constitution. His 
attendance in that body could not be condemned, as 
important, fundamental principles of government 
were to be settled, which would not only deeply af- 
fect the civil and political interests of the common- 
wealth, but might have a direct bearing on ecclesias- 
tical affairs. The best talent and influence of the 
state were needed to "give a wise and happy direction 
to the deliberations of that important body. It was 
moved, during the session of the convention, by one 
of the members who, it seems was a lawyer, that 
ministers be ineligible to the office of legislator, and 
the motion was warmly urged by both lawyers and 
doctors. Mr. Mercer moved so to amend the resolu- 
tion, as that lawyers and doctors should be included. 
During an adjournment which ensued before the matter 
was adjusted, Mr. Mercer was visited by some of the 
members of , the body, and urged to drop his amend- 
ment, as the projectors of the original motion had 
agreed to yield their grouni" To this he assented. 
, About 1816, he was a candidate for the office of 
senator in the state legislature, but veiy fortunately 
it may be concluded, he was unsuccessful. For thie 
defeat he seemed ever afterwards grateful. ." This 
defeat, or something else," remarks Mr. ^erwood, 
"convinced him that tut few occasions should, call 
down ministers from their eleva,ted office to engage in 
legislation. He did not wish to see them deprived 
by enactments, of their rights; yet thought only the 
most important crises should induce them to serve, 
their country as political men. For a number of* 
years he obgerved he had taken no part even in exer- 
cising thejcight of suf&age, for he said all parties had 
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aberrated so far from the cbnstittition, that he could 
not conscientiously vote for the candidates." 

"A report went abroad in 1819, that he had drunk 
for a toast the 9th verse of the 109th Psaliii, ' Let his 
days be few ; and let another take his ofSce,' and ap- 
plied it to the goveriioi'. This gained • credence, and 
actually soured the minds of many of his brethren; 
* * - * but he said he had never driink a toast 
on any occasion." 

It was,- perhaps, in 1833 that some of his friends 
entertained a serious intention of bringing him before 
the people as a candidate for governor; he was con- 
sulted on -the subject, but would 'not listen to any 
Buch proposal. Some time subsequent to this, he 
was named in some of the public prints as a suitable 
person to "be chosen us one^x)f the presidential elec- 
tors; he refused, Tiowever, to accept of the nomina- 
tion, and- his nalrie was withdrawn. 

In 18S3, a convention which had been previously 
summoned by the legislature, agreed upon certain 
amendSie'nts to the state constitution, and submitted 
the same to the people for their approval or rejection. 
Mr. Mercer regarded the occasion as one of peculiar 
importance, and in the exercise of what he regarded 
' a sacred right, he published his reasons condemnatory 
of the proposed amendments. For this he was cen- 
sured with some degree of severity. This reproach 
he met with the following reply : " In reference to 
the constitutional question which was proposed to the 
people, (and to us as well as others,) for their appro- 
. val or otherwise, we did assign our reasons for not 
- ratifying the proposed amendments of the constitu- 
tion, and permitted them to be circulate.d; and for 
this we have been held up to public conteinpt. As it 
regards our single self, we care little for it ; but as an 
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effort to control the elective franchise, or to disturb 
the freedom of speech, we denounce it as highly un- 
republican and proscriptive. We do not at all ap- 
prove of ministers of the gospel tampering with the 
■ every-day politics of the country; yet on constitu- 
tional questions, we regard it not only their right, 
but their indispensable duty, as public sentinels, to be 
on their watchtower, and guard every article, section, 
and sentence of that great and only palladium of our 
civil ajijd religious privileges." 



CHAPTER VI. 



Death of Mrs. Mercer. — Mr. Mercer removes to Washington. — A. 
church constituted tliere. — His second marriage.-^— Editorial la- 
bors. — The degree of D. D. conferred on him. — Letters to vari- 
ous individuals. 

Mr. Mercer delayed his return from the General 
Cbnvention in 1826, till the month of September. As 
he was passing through the upper part of South Caro- 
' lina, his estimable and devoted wife was brought low 
by disease, and on the 23d of the above nanied month, 
was called home to her heavenly rest, at Anderson- 
ville, Pendleton district, in the fifty-iifth year of her 
age.* For nearly forty years, she had been the sharer 

* By his first wifs, Mr. Mercer had two children. They were 
both daughters, and were both called Miriam. The first died in 
King and Queen county, Virginia, Sept. 21st, 1799, aged ninO;. 
months and twenty-one days. The other died in Green county, ' 
Georgia, December 15th, 1814, aged nine years and eight months. 
" I was presei^," says his uncle, " several times during the illness 
of the second", and was also at the buiial. He evidently felt deeply, 
but did not shed a tear." 
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of his joys and sorrows ; and the stroke that termi-v 
nated their long and happy union, was to the survi- 
vor, a most heavy affliction.' But those abundant con- 
sola|ions and supports, to which he, as an affectionate 
and faithful ministex, had so often pointed the sor- 
rowful and bereaved, were present for his own relief 
in thig the hour of Jiis calamity — he calmly yielded, 
for the L ord, bis best Friend, Ijad done it. 

Subjoined is an extract froi^i, a letter to Dr. Lucius 
BoUes, of Salem, Mass., dated Powelton, October 4th, 
1826, in which thgre is^ an affecting allusion to the 
death of his wife, and other afllictions.tr " 

"'I must close by informing you of the melancholy . 
manner in which I returned home. I seemed to my- 
self like a vessel which had been a long voyage, had 
met with rude winds and waves, butjihad rode them 
all. till just comino; into port, [when] astorm rose E^nd 
carried her mainmast, ribboned her rigging, and 
caused her precious lading to 'be cast forth- into the 
sea, and she comeg to her moorings only Hvith a shat- 
tered hull. Yes, brother, the influenza hung to me 
and rent me soje in the spring, and othet things of a 
minor consideration maide my journey unpleasant.,; 
But when I had gained the sight once more of the 
shote»"of Georgia, on the banks of the, Tugulo river, 
the bilious fever set hard on Mrs. Mercer, and on. the 
eighth^day, say 23d of September, she fell in death. 
But joyful in hope, she never yielded to fear. I was 
taken on the day of her interment, and have returned 
home, contending "with the fever; but I have gotten 
the victory. I am able- to sit' up and write through 
mercy. ..Sicjiness prevails to an alarming degree, even 
in the more healthy j)arts. I hope the Lord will be 
with you and bless you. Love to Sifter B, and the 
brethren. Farewell in the Lord." 
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In the following letter to a Christian sister, there is 
also some reference tg the death of Mrs. Mercer : 

" Sister L^ '«, Jan. 14; 1827. 

" Mt vert dear Sister in the Lord : — 

"With much pleasure I received yours yester- 
day, hy Brother Green. My feelings wei-e grieved at 

,our last meeting, because it vi^as so slight. I was busy" 
when you came up, and while I was talking to several 
about me,-lo, you were gone ! I looked for you, but 

found, 'you not. I know not when I shall see you. I, 
with you, would mourn over the sad state of Zion. I 
think really we are generally in a sad state of decline. 
How all is.^recise^i/ at Countyline, I knowTiot, but 
fear all has not been'flght at any time since the times 
of trouble on. account of Thorny.* Truly we may 
adopt the petition of the Syrophenician woman, for 
all our help is in the Lot9. — in the Lord alone. When 
I can come to Countyhne I know not ; and fear now 
to come, for 1 arn of the impression, from what took 
place at Phillips', sundry would not be pleased in. ray 
Company. -This I. say in confidence. But this jnaybe 
a false impression. I fear the brethren are^iot of a 
good spirit ; but the Lord can remove all evils, both 
outward and inward. Let us seek unto the Lord,and 
unto the Lord commit our cause. 

" I am now.poor and needy, the Lord having deso- 
lated me 'in a melanclioly widowhood. I hope to 
share in the prayers of niy brethren, that I may live 
\he remnant of my days in a manner suited to pro- 
mote the good of our Jerusalem, and His glory whom 
I hope I serve, and whose I trust I am. I would be 
glad to write you a full history of my dear departed 

* Thomas Rhodes. 
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wife's last exercises. Ttuly the Lord had mercy on 
her, and not on^ her only, but on me also. I havV' 
great reason to be thankful that she was enabled to 
triumph over death with all his terrors. She sjink in 
calm repose without a struggle or a groan. Truly, 
she never yielded to fear. She was very much racked 
with pain in her affliction, and I feared she would 
have a hard struggle in death; but she had a soothed 
passage, and left a smoothed countenance, rather 
lovely in death than otherwise. She wdshed to be 
remembered to all her friends in Georgia, and though 
she was cut oif from the expected pleasure of seeipg 
theni in this life, she [said that she] would soon meet 
theni in a better world, where she would more enjoy 
them' than she could here.* She had the songs sung, 
"Jerusalem, my happy Home," and "How happy's 
every child of grace ;" and wished, when ^he knew 
herself dying, " The Consolation in Affliction',' to be 
sung,' but no one could sirig it to her. , I read it to 
her ; she seemed to make it all her own. It is, " In 
the floods of Tribulation." You may see all these in 
the Cluster, and read them, and remember her that 
was dear unto you, and by whom your affection was 
reciprocated. Remember me to Mr.'C I long for 
his salvation. If any brethren in Countyline. would 
be glad to hear from me, in your opinion, mention to 
them my poor name, and request their prayers to God 
forme. Let me ever share in your effusions before 
the throne in secret." 

From a remark in *liis letter to Mr. Manly.which 
the rea,der has already noticed in the preceding chap- 
ter, it would seem that Mr. Mercer was beginning, to 
reflect seriously upon the propriety of confining his 
labdrs to a more circumscribed sphere. Being nicm 
6 
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about fifty-eeven years old, it was to be expected that 
he would begin to feel the approaching infiranities of 
age, especially as his natural force had much abated 
under the influencejof d;isease.\ The arduous labors 
which "he had so long encountered, and- most of ^he 
time without injury, were now too much for his de- 
clining strength ; and he found an additional motive 
for giving up his itinerant mode of living, in the de- 
sire hef had to increase, by reading and study, his store 
of scriptural knowledge. 

It was at the close of 1826, or very early in 1825', 
that Mr. Mercer took up his residence in "Washington, 
Wilkes county. The circumstances under which he 
determined to settle at this place, were such as a£-, 
forded a. very striking illustration of his disinterested- 
ness, and his conscientious adherence to his convic- 
tions of duty. "When his purpose was fully matuted 
to give up most of his churches, and provide for him- 
self a more, settled residence, ^tlie Powelton brethren,, 
to whom he was most ardently attached, and by whom 
his affection was fully reciprocated, appointed a com- 
mittee to wait on him for the purpose, if possible, to 
secure his permanent settlement with them. They 
were fully authorized' to say to him, that if he would 
yield to their wishes in this respect, his temporal sup- 
port should be provided for. It would seem that 
comfort, interest, and his strong 'personal attachments. 
Would have dictated a res^dy' compliance. In Wash- 
ington, there was^ as yet, no Baptist Church in exist- 
ence ; his; ministerial services had been less appre- 
ciated in that community than in any place where he 
had ever I'abored, and no inducement was offered in 
relation to pecuniary support. And yet the impres- 
sion was deeply riveted on his mind, that there the 
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Lerd would have 'him take-up his abo4e. The ques- 
tion of duty being settled in his mind, nothing re- 
mained for him but a ready and cheerful compliance. 
For, nearly forty years previous to Mr. Mercer'is 
settlement in Washington, he had been in the habit 
of preaching in that place, generally on week days, 
about once a month. The hou^e usually occupied 
for divine service, was an old brick academy, Which 
stood near the dwelling where Mr. Mercer resided 
after his second marriagei. There were a fievv scat- 
tering Baptists in the village and the immediati? vi- 
cinity, yet not enough to justify the organization of a 
church until 1827. In March o/ this year, a branch 
of the Phillips' Mill Church was established at Wash- 
ington; a commodious house of worship was so far 
completed by April, as to accommodate the, meeting 
of the, Baptist State CJonventiora^ and on the 29th of 
December following, a ^church was" constituted, con- 
sisting of ten members. James Armstrong, B. M. 
Sanders, J. L./ Brooks, (with some other ministers,) 
were the officiating Presbytery. On the 20th of Jan- 
uary, 1828, Mr. Mercer was called to the pastoral 
charge of this infant church. This call was accepted, 
-and he continued its faithful and much beloved pastor 
until death. 

Under, the ministry of Mr. l^ercer, this church 
gradually increased in numbers, zeal and efficiency. 
In' 1832, it numbered forty-nine members; in 1835, 
sixty-three; in 1840, the year previous to Mr. Mer- 
cer's death,.eighty-seven. In active benevolence, this 
little band, during the lifetirae of Mr. Mercer, pre- 
sented an example which has seldom been surpassed 
by any churdi in the denomination. In 1835, the 
church, (assisted by some of the liberal members of 



108 



MEMOIRS OF 



the congregation,) sent up to the Oe'orgia Association, 
for various benevolent purposes, the sum of six hun- 
i?rec? dollars ; and for five successive years, their an- 
nual contributions virere of the most liberal character. 
It must b& remembered, that these amoants were 
principally gathered from a small number of con- 
tributors. A portion of the church were coloi'ed 
members, who had but little, if any thing, to give ; 
and of the' white members, there were not many 
vi^ose circumstances would justify very ample dona- 
tions. . 

Mr. Mercer's general method at Wstshington for 
raising money was this : he prepared a subscription 
paper arid put it in his pocket. As he passed about 
amongst the members of his church and congregation, 
he presented it personally to such- as he judged pro- 
per persons to be applied to, allovnng each one that 
subscribed to designate the particular benevolent ob- 
ject to which he wished his money to be appropriated. 
At a suitable time the individuals were again called 
dn for the payment of the amounts thus pledged. 
Some such plan as this, Mr. Mercer greatly preferred 
to the precarious method, mainly relied on by many 
of the churches, of having an occasional missionary 
discourse, and then two or threse old hats passed rap- 
idly through the congregation to receive the little, 
scanty change, which might happen accidentally to be 
in their pockets. Miaiiy persons, that might satisfy 
their consciences by throwdng twenty-five, or fifty 
cents, into the deacon's hat, when personally ap- 
proached with a subscriwfeion paper, would put down 
from five to twenty dollars. 

On the 11th of December, 1827, Mr. Mercer was 
united in ibarriage to Mrs. Nancy Simons, widow of 
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Captain A-, Simons, deceased, a,nd then residing in 
Washington, His last mamage brought a considera- 
bte increase to hi& worldly possessions, aind that he 
might not be needlessly encumbered by secular cares, 
most of this property was sold, and the proceeds 
thrown into such inyestmeiits, as would yield him a 
reasonable income, »with the least possible inconve- 
nience and anxiety to himself. 

Mr. Mercer considered himself truly fortunate in 
his last marriage. His second companion was no less 
devoted to his wishes and happiness than the firsf; 
possessing a spirit of unbounded liberality,, she enter- 
ed heartily into all his benevolent plans for the ad^ 
vancemeTit of the Redeemer's kingdom, and vyas 
entirely willing that the avails of her large estate 
siiould be consecrated to pious purposes. How plea- 
sant are such instances of conjugal unanimity in the 
blessed work of doing good. A more extended ribtice 
of Mrs. JMercer.will be found in a subsequent part of 
this volume. ' . ' _ 

After Mr. Mercer's removal to Washington, he 
found himsgilf placed in ciitumstatices, in many re- 
spects, suited to his declining years ; yet h^ did not 
feel at liberty to sit down in slothful inactivity, and 
be satisfied with any effort in Isehalf of the cause of 
Christ, less than what his health and strength would 
justify. Besides supplying the church at Phillips' 
Mill once a month, and the one at Washington the 
^estpf the time, he continued to attend the anniver- 
saries of the most important bodies of the denomina- 
tion, andfmany occasional religious meetings in va- 
rious regions ; preaching as he had been wont to do 
on the way from place to place, and wherever he 
went, cheering his brethren by his sweet and heavenly 
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deportment, and imparting to them in the palpit, and 
in their public deliberations, and in the social circle, 
the fruits of his matured wisdom. 

His pen was now employed in keeping up a' more 
regular correspondence with his brethren on matters 
pertaining to the interests of Zion, and in the occa- 
nonal preparation fi)r the press of essays on important 
subjects. 

In ISSS, the Christian Index, which had been edited 
. for several ycEcrs by the Rev. W. T. Brantly, at Phil- 
adelphia, with the approval of the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, under whose auspices the paper 
was first commenced at Washington City, and the de- 
sire of maijy brethren, was fcransferred to Mr. Mercer. 
This necessarily brought him into a new sphere of 
effort, and inlposed on him much anxiety, labor, and 
responsibility. The purchase of an office, of a new 
press and suitable type, Subjected him to the expense 
of between two and three thousanddollars ; and from 
year to year the partial and. tardy returns from his 
subscribers compelled Mib to sastain a considerable 
pecuniary loss. 

The duties of an Editor were not very congenial 
with Mr. Mercer's taste and feelings : had he been 
more thoroughly drilled in the art of composing^, and 
his previous habits been more decidedly literary, his 
task would have been less irksome ; still, though "la- 
boring under some disadvantages, he was enabled to 
render his paper the vehicle of much useful, solid, re- 
ligious ihstn^ction. The burden of his editorial cares 
was much lightened by the assistance of the Rev. W. 
H. Stokes, who for several years was associated with 
him as an assistant Editor. 

His name and character gave much weigh 1 to h» 
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editorial cominunications, and they generally contain- 
ed mucli important thought', plainly, though often for- 
cibly expressed. - His reputation as a wisp counsellor, 
able divine, and skilful expounder o?the discipline of 
the church, brSljght to him from his numerous friends 
and correspondents, many queries upon a great va- 
riety of subjects pertaining to doctrine, duty, church, 
and associational affairs. These he generally answer- 
ed in a sensible, judicious, and scriptural manner, and 
much to the satisfaction, of candid, reflecting minds. 
Through the coluinns of his paper; the benevolent op- 
erations of the day w^ere constantly urged and defend- 
ed, and iii meeting the various objections that have 
been urged from time to time against them, Mr. Mer- 
cer displayed a readitiess, skill, and originalityj that 
ha^ve seldom been surpassed. 

For some time after the removal of the paper to 
- Washington, its pages contained much controversial 
matter that was considered. objectionable, paiticulariy 
by the more distant subscribers ; yet the peculiar con- 
dition of many of the churches and associations in the' 
state rendered this almost unavoidable. Many im- 
portant, and vital questions arose, that it was import- 
ant to have settled upon scriptural ground ; discussion 
seemed absolutely necessary ; and though thei:e was 
often mingled with it a degree of severity, and bitter- 
ness that could not be justified, "yet in th^j, result it was 
evident, that much light had been thrown upon subjects 
which had before been too imperfectly understood ; 
and that many of the churches were settKng down 
in a quiet, stable manner, upon more scriptural prin- 
ciples. In another chapter of this work, we shall have 
occasion to refer more particularly to this subject. 

The occasion for these unpleasant controversies 
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having in a good degree pasjsed away, the pagea of 
the paper assumed a more peaceful and inviting as- 
pect, and yielded a larger space to important religious 
intelligence, and the discussion of such subjects as 
possessed more general interest. 

In 1840, the Christian Index, vdth the press and all 
its appendages, was generously tendered by the pro- 
prietor to the Baptist State Convention : the liberal 
donation was accepted, and at the close of the year the 
paper was removed to Penfield, vvhere it has since 
been published under the general supervision of the 
Executive Committee. 

In 1835, the degree of D. D. was conferred on Mr. 
Mercer by the Board of Fellows of Brown University. 
The cordiality with which this honor was conferred,' 
may be learned from a short extract from a letter from 
the Rev. Lucius BoUes to Mr, Mercer. "In relation 
to the Degree, I hope it -may not be unpleasant. It 
has been in contemplation for two or three years as 
•what ought to be done, provided (he thing is proper, 
in any case, and I assure you it was conferred widi 
grea.t cordiality ; and for niyself I can say, never with 
more pleasure." The sentiments of Mr. Mercer on 
the occasion, may. be learned from an extract from a 
letter to Mr. BoUes, dated Sept. 24th, 1835 ; and frojoi 
his letter to President Wayland, which immediately 
follows. " Another matter has turned up and given 
me some perplexity. The late act of the Fellows of 
BrdVra University, in conferring the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity unanirmmsly on me, has astotinded me. 
To receive the meritless [unmerited] honor, seems 
hardly just to myself and the cause ; to refuse it is to 
hold in contempt the kind expression of the sense 
which my brethren of high standing entertain of my 
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character and strvices. I am at a loss to determine. 
■ U I were Jn the vigor, of life, I Btould surely refuse 
It; but as I am nearly worn out any how, it may he 
best to let it pass." 

TO PRESIDENT WAYLAND. 

>• WimhingCon, Sept. 25, 1B35. 

*' Rev. and Deak Sir 

" I have the honbr of acknovrledging the receipt 
of yours of the. 9th inst., informing me, ' that at the 
late meeting of the Board of Fellows of Brown Uni- 
versity, the Degree of Dpctor of Divinity was unani- 
mously conferred upon me by that authority ; and that 
the act was duly announced on Commencement day,' 
and that the same was addressed to me by you, ' in 
the hope that this testimojiial ' of your (the Board's) 
respfeCt for my character and services would be ac- 
ceptable.' 

" Now, my dear Sir, permit me, through^you, to 
say to the Board of Fellows of Brown University, that, 
80 far as,i£ respectAthemselws, and all whose feel- 
ings, ori this subject, may be in unison with theirs, for 
this testimonial of re^pct for Aj character and ser- 
vices, from so. high an authority, I am gi^iteful, and 
do accept it with all readiness of mind ; but so far as 
it relates to myself, and the unknowing and unthink- 
ing multitude, I must beg leave to be excused the 
acceptance of a meed of praise so rich, pf which I feel 
myself entirely undeserving, and altogether unable to 
sustain." 

The title of Dr. was seldom given, to Mr. Mercer,, 
except by his brethren at a distance. His intimate 
brethren, at home had a kind of instinctive feeling, 
6* 
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that the title did not aecord'with thef, shntplicity of his 
character ; and they also felt, that the relation between 
Mr. Mercer and themselves was too sacred, tender, 
and endearing, to allow the use of such a formal and 
stately epithet. Father, and' Brother, were the only 
terms which suited their ears and. their hearts, when 
addressing this eminent servant of Christ. 

' Some extracts from Mr. Mercer's correspondence 
will conclude this chapter. 

TO MRS. €?, 

;•■ Washington; Sept. SOth, 1829. 
"Dear Sister C. 

" Your kind letter of the 27th came to us this 
morning; we were glad to hesir from you, tnong^ the 
contents were melancholy. We sympathize with you 
and Mr, C. in the.affiction occasioned by the deaths 
of dear friends and relations. Affliction and death 
have suiTounded us also. 

"We hope jaa. may be ahl^gp be at the Associa- 
tion, where we may meet ohce^.jnore. The hymn 
you mention is 'good,* ■ A 6ifm|^ one l^as often oc- 
curred to my mind in troubles ; to wit : 

' God is our refuge in (distress, 
A ready help when clangers press,' &p. 

" It is, my dear sister, a comfortable thought that 
our ^^fuge is God, and everywhere. May the Lord 
sustain you in all your afflictions, and. prepare dear 
Mr. C. for whatever a gracious God has in view for 
him," , 
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TO THE SAME. 

" WasUngtoti, Feb. Hit, 1830. 
"Dear StsTER C. 

"We have recsived your letters, recounting your 
and the protracted afflictipns.of Mr. C. The Lord 
does not afflict the sons of men nor grieve; them in 
vain. Faith says, ' 'tis all for the best ;' and Scripture 
says, ' we know that all thingSL work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his-purpose.' If, however, you in weak- 
ness cannot see how all thege trials and miseries, can 
be for good, only be patient, and you shall in a little 
while know all- abpul; it. • This is to you a time a lit- 
tle like that spoken of in Zechariah 14th cKap.' 6th 
and 7th verses: "And it shall come to pass in that 
day, thatth^light shall not be clear, ^or'dc!,rJc /"but it 
shall be one day, which shall be known to the Lord, 
not, daif, nOT night ; but it shall come to p'asS that at 
evening, time «i shall be light.' Also read Isa. 60th 
chap, and 10th '^erse, which en^urage% to trust in 
the Lord at all times. ■ ' " 

'.'Tell deax Mr. C. that 'to ^ll*the living there is 
hope,' and to^call on the Lord while he may be&urid, 
and possibly is; near; that now is the accepted time 
wiA him, ajid only possible day of salvation." 

TO THE SAME. 

"Washington, April SSlh, 1830. 
"Dear Sister C. ' ' 

" Your letter, bearing thejnelsBicholy intelligence 
of the departure of your -dear hugbaiid, was duly 
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brought us by last mail. The departure of an im 
mortal spirit is always an occurrence of deep con- 
cern ; but when it happens in any of our dear inti- 
mates and close connexions, it is more so ; especially 
when our h'appiness in life is intimately bound up in 
their life ; but still more Solemn and interesting and 
heart-rending/wheri we cast a Ibrtging anxious look 
on their reverlasting flight,' and can't see one ray of 
certain, -heavenly light on their'paasage-! O, how we 
would rejoice to hear some good word to settle our 
fears, and give us hope' in their final and everlasting-- 
state ! 

" It seems that your unhappiness is to reflect on a 
life of many variations and serious changes : — a Ibng 
and' paiiifiil illness, at last, to have ended without giv- 
ing you' one solid reason [on which] to rest your dis- 
consolate spirit. Well then, sister-Dorothy, there is 
yet* one refuge for your weary soul-— resignation to 
the will of your heavenly Father. He is in the hand 
of Him who . is Judge of all the earth, and will do 
right -with all his creatures. "lis yours, (and I hope 
you will have grac^,)i to say with David, ' I was dumb 
with silence and opened not my mouth, because thou 
(Lord) did'st it.' There are many comfortable scrip- 
tures for the widoip ; fly, my dear, sister, to the rest 
which these promises give, and trust in the Lord, and 
you shall never be confounded, world wdthout end." 

TO THE SAME. 

'•-Washington, May 3d, 1830. 
^" Dear Sister, 

" Yours of first inst. wae handed us yesterday as 
we returned from meeting. "We U-uly condole with 
you in your sblitary state, and wfiuld do you good if 
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in our power. But all we can do, is to advise you as 
Eliphaz did Job, to seek unto God, and unto him to 
commit your cause; because he doeth great things 
and unsearchable-; marvellous things'without pumber. 
You have suffered much, but not so much as many. 
You have many good and gracious fiiends, whilst 
many are friendless, as well as propertyless. You 
know the way, and. you must walk in it, and you vnll 
find -peace to you^oul. ^ 



"You say you have no bridle nor saddle — all 
burnt ! well, you must have them, in order to go 
about to see your friends, and to meetings. I advise 
you to buy some, and trust for the means to pay. I 
hope and pray you m^y be guided into the right way 
by your heavenly Father, who is the widow's God." 



TO THE SAME. 

;: "Jan'y 9, ie32. 
" As to religious feeling among us, I can give you 
but a bad account. It seems that, the winter has fro- 
zen eve^ thing like pious or zealous feeling in all 
parties. I am somewhdt chagrined at the seasonable 
appearance which the late revivals have taken, to 
spring up in the hot weather and decline with it, and 
die in winter. I want a revival which will live all 
vidnter." 

The following letter '\% J^ddressed to the same indi- 
vid,ugj as Sifter S„ her nanje having been previously 
charrged %. 9, si^pi^d marriage : 
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" December He, 1832 
"Dear Sister S. 

" Your letter of 9th inst. was duly received, and 
read with interest. After detailing your woes, you 
ask whether we have such feelings; 'Tis but too true 
a picture you give of our exercises. Read in the 
Cluster, page 338 Newton's, and also on the next 
page; and our own on page 340. But these ^should 
not discourage us. We are taught in the iBibte, that 
we must walk fcy faith, and not by sight. It is God's 
design, that we shall trust. Mm for his grace. Paul 
was taught this lesson by a severe discipline, and 
which God only remedied by a simple declaration, 
' My grace is suiEcient for thee.' We must learn to 
walk through darkiless Sjnd not fear. It is God-hon- 
oring to trust and not be afraid. But yet how weak 
are we to trust even the ' oath and promise' of our 
heavenly Father, who is, and ever vidll be, faithfulness 
itself We too often look for some good qualities, in 
ourselves, instead of looking at his faithfulness and 
unchanging love. We sometimes are too much at 
ease in the possession of earthly blessings, and the 
Lord, as a correction,, leaves us awhile to their enjoy- 
ment, to let us know their little worth, without better 
blessings, even his Spirit and grace to sanctify, and 
make them the means of our being more useful in the 
use of them." 

TO THE REV, LUCIUS BOLLES, BOSTON. 

" WatHnglon, Dec. 26, 1832. 

♦ * * # » ' - • , 

" I rejoice in the abundant success the Lord has 
given his servants, both to the east and west. There 
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Were (utile Saluda Association, S. C.,' within the assa- 
ciational year (ending August) with only twenty 

, churches, baptized about one thousand three hundred, 
and in six new churches added about two hundred ; 
in all, one thousand five hundred. Air^ you have seeii 
in the Index, about one thossarid. seven hundred in 
the Edgefield. In. our state there is not much ex- 
citement in religioiis aifaifs. I hope the hands of the 
Board of Foreign Missions are strengthened; day by 

flday. You have seen we too are trying to do some- 
thing. Our manual labor school is rising, and will go 
into operation on the second Monday in next month. 
The prospect is fair— applications overflowing. But 
in the project and furtherance of this scheme, I have 
no great share of praise jfiar I have rather opposed 
and hung back, because 1 wislied to see other and 
previous' grekt objects farther ^dyanced and more 
firmly fixed on terra firma. But I could not hold back 
thie zealr which has eaten up our brethren, to be doing 
something at home. Jt has had its effect. I am con- 
strained to go with; my brethren, and work with them, 
and have my hands full and a place for all my surplus 
funds. Of course, I cannot do abroad what might 
have been lookedfor. I cannot accept a project from 
Burmah in favor of a Palestine mission. I must, and 
will try, while God permits me life, to keep our Board 
of Foreign Missions, in their enlarged operations, on 
their feet. This,iand the Columbian College, and our 
own school affairs, are too weighty for me. 

" Our political matters are truly alarniing. Inter- 
est, local interest, is likely, to ruin us. True, I think 
the burdens of the government are unequally distrib- 
uted by the tariflfiaws, but the south complains too 
much, perhaps. Will it -be better for manufacturers 
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to be thrown on their own capital and risk their indi- 
vidual success, rather than to dissolve the Union'? 
But our true consolation is,' the Lord reigneih. 

" God has bereaved you indeed in the death of our 
valuable brother, E. Lincoln. But He who gave> 
and trained him for usefulness, can fill the place He 
has v&,cated. 

'f Give my most fervent love to all the dear breth- 
ren, and believe me to be, dear brother, 
" Yours in Christ our Lord, 

"Jesse Mercer." 

The following was written to Mrs. S, shortly after 
the death of her second husband : 

" Washinglon, June 32, 1833. 
" My Dear Sister S. 

" Your letter intended for me at Crawfordville, 
the night I had an appointment there, but was hin- 
dered by high, waters, was handed me at Phillipslby 
Brother Davant. I was on my way to our Conven- 
tion, when I was first informed of the distressing ter- 
mination, of Mr. S.'s dangerous illness, of which you 
informed us about two weeks before. I had hoped 
better, but the will of our merciful and heavenly Fa- 
ther had determined otherwise. I hope andjpray the 
God of all grace, in whom you trust, will grant you 
faith and patience to endure as beholding him, who is 
invisible. ' All things work together for good to them 
who love God.' In this you are fully'persu,aded, and 
on this, and such-like promises, you will cast your 
whole burden. We are, dear sister, by these dispen- 
sations of bereavement, taught the vanity of all our 
best earthly enjoyments, ajid led to have our hearts 
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set on a. better, and a more ensuring substance. Tbf . 
Lord's ways" are not our ways ; but it is our happi- 
ness to make his -ways burs, -and to be resigned to 
them. It should be our da^ly prayer, that he ■yfould 
lead us into the way which he.^as, chosen we should 
go; and liaj we might walk willingly therein, and 
find rest t:^ur souls : ye.a, and we should find peace 
and comfort to our souls, if we did but walk aright in 
his paths. Let your mind, be stayed on Him : He 
who has provided hitherto will still provide.'' 

The following letter was addressed to a female 
friendii th|-ough the columns) of the Iridex.^ ' " . . 

" Mt Dear Sister in the Lord, 

" Your interesting lettey was, duly received, and 
has laid by fpr some time, in order that! might be 
able to give yoti a more sajigfactory answer ; and I 
have tal^en' this method of reply, that if I might be so 
fe§PJR.y ^^ *•* afibrd you any relief,- in the subjects of 
your' inquiry, \ might also_ h^lp others, in the same 
perplexities. " I regrel; that you should have had any 
besitance in presenting your distress of mind to me, 
especially under ideas of disparity iei%eeen, us, Jf one 
should be too humble to express their complaints, and 
none too great to listen to them with an attentive ear 
in order to afibrd any possible relief. By communi- 
Oating our perplexities freely to olir fi-iends, they may 
be readily obviated, and our minds relieved. Your 
present distress is,, that your sentiment, in reference 
to the plan of salva.tioir, is so unlike to those of some 
of your brethren, that you fear lest you may be in er- 
ror. You, therefore, desire to make them known to 
me, that if, in my judgment, thej^ are erroneous, or 
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defective, I may correct them, and giv^ you the in- 
struction you need. You make the following state- 
ment of your sentiments : *I believe that by the. fall 
of Adam, his vv^hole posterity became alienated from 
Grbd ; .that they are totally depraved ; that they are as 
destitute of spiritual life, as the body will be of tem- 
poral life, when consigned to the grave, until the Holy 
Spirit operates on the heart ; that when this, ■vvork is 
commenced, it will eventually be completed ; that the 
salvation of every believer is the purchase of Christ's . 
blood ; that He is their Redeemer, and their atoning 
sacrifice; that in Him the justice of God is satisfied 
in' their steaid; and that this salvation is immutable.' 
These particulars are doubtless essentially true, ac- 
.cording to the scriptures. ' That all men are dead in 
sins from Adam, is clearly sustained from Rom. 5 : 
12. "^ By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin ; and, so death passed upon all men, Jbr 
that dll have sinri&d.' That all are totally depraved, 
is proven by the testimony of God himself. Gen. 
6 : 5. 'And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thovrghts of his heart was only evil continually' 
See also Ps. 14 : and Rom. 3 : IOt-18. That men are 
entirely destitute of spiritual life, is evident from Eph. 
2 : i; 5. 'Dead in sins,' is the contrast of that life, 
by which believers are ' quickened ;' or it is that state, 
in which they are before faith, as expressed in verse 
12, 'Without God;' and so without any spiritual 
life. This connexion proves very clearly, that the 
state of wrath continues until the quickening influ- 
ences of the spirit of life in Christ are felt on the 
heart. Regeneration is found in the renemng of the 
Holy Ghost ; and Christ says it is the spirit that 
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quickeneth. That when this work is commenced, it 
will eventually be completed, is as evident, as Paul's 
confidence is true. Phil. 1 : 6, ' Being confident of 
this very thing, that he who.hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform ituntil the day of Jesus Christ.' 
That the salvation of every believer is the purchase 
of Christ's hlood; or rather, i that it is the free gift of 
God, through tbe redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
as their Redeemer and atoning sacrifice, in whom God 
is w6ll pleased, is, I presuine, denied' by none ; and 
that their salvation is immutable, is certain, because it 
is eternal, Heb. 5 : 9, and results from an ' unchange- 
able Priesthood.' 7 : 24. 

" The irrefragable certainty in the salvation of all 
God's people, which your mind holds, froni this state 
of things^, with' a. pleasing tenacity, seems to you, to 
be untenable with the sentimen,ts of some, who sus- 
pend the salvation of sinners under the gospel, on 
their free volitions, or voluntary choice. In conver- 
sation with some of your brethren, you have been re- 
ferred tp'Rev. Mr. Brantley's third Sermon. On read- 
,.ing of which you say, ' I must confess, I there find 
sentiments which, to me, appear as if the solvation of 
sinnfers depended on the use of means, placed within 
'their power.' Taking parts, of this discourse, sepa- 
rate and apart from the rest, such would seem to be 
their import ; but taking it- as a whole, I coliceive 
from' a carefiil reading, that the reverse is estab- 
lished. The main objfect of Brotiler B. is to do away 
from the minds of his readers, the notioii that God 
save smen by coercion ; and to establish the sentiment 
that sinners artf saved with their ovra free consent or 
voluntary choice. The truth of this position must 
strike your mind at once, by considering the absurdity 
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of the contrary opinion, C3,med out. Suppose a sin- 
ner coerced to be saved, as a culprit is coerced to 
court; and can he be happy, or glorify God for his 
salvation ] Certainly not : so then he cannot be saved 
by coercion. Although Brother B. contends most 
strenuously against the opinion that G-od saves sinners 
by ' coercive necessity,' yet he does not hold that the 
salvation of God's chosen people, is at all the less cer- 
tain. His words are : ' The power which grace ex- 
erts is the power of persuasion, of illumination, or of 
attraction. The energy which accompanies it, is far 
from the asperities of constraint ; the efficiency which 
it possesses, though approaching towards compulsion, 
yet stops short of it.' And why % Because salvation 
by mere force would 4efeat God's gracious purpose 
and promise to the Redeemer, ' Thy people shall he 
ivilling in the day of thy power.' Our brother con- 
tinues, ' It calls the soul effecVually, moves it by ra.- 
tional inducement, rouses it from the sleepy torpor of 
unbelief, and informs it by the teachings of the Holy 
Spirit ; but in all this there is nothing that impairs the 
freedom of choice, or of action.' But I will add, ex- 
cites and improves it in both. Again, Brother B. 
states, ' The mind is perfectly free in believing, for 
though the evidence may he' so strong as to make un- 
belief impracticable, yet belief itself is a spontaneous 
movement.' Brother B.,, in maintaining 'that salva- 
tion is se propounded to iall men, as to make its ac- 
ceptance or rejection a possible thing,' states that 
' what I am now insisting upon is in full view of the 
fact, that some are converted and some are not ; some 
regenerated and some not ; some are true penitents 
and others never feel one genuine emotion of the sort ; 
some love God and bear the impress of sanctity, while 



Others remain under the dorhinion of tinbelief and 
hardness of heart ; and all thjs diversity is witnessed 
under the same administration of visible means.' And 
how does Brother B. acfcpunt for all this "i Why, says 
he, ' The Holy Spirit does, exert a greater influence 
iipon some minds than upon others within the pale of 
the same' visible administrations of means; and that 
this gr^atei: influence niust adteount for the conversion 
of some, while others reniain •iinconverted, is what 1 
fully believe. That salvation tod is wholly of the 
grace of God, and that it is God that worketh in us 
both to will and to do, is a position to which my mind 
fully accords.' He also declares that ' God's free and 
sovereign grace in the redejnptionof sinners, an4 in 
all the influences by which that red«inption is ap- 
plied and rendered efiectual, is mo?t clear and unde- 
niable.' 

'* These quotations: sufficiently show that Brother B. 
holds the salvation of- sinners to be the effect of the 
special and effectual operations of the Holy Spirit — 
by free grace alcJne ; yet he does not think that any 
are put under "^a coercive necessity' to be saved. 
And you, yourself, admit that sinners, under the 
quickening and illuminating influences of God's Spi- 
rit,' ' need no other coercive- necessity to impel them to 
use the means ; for the salvation of their souls has 
now become the all-conquerjjxg principle : Therefore, 
it cannot be said that they ' yield, to the necessity of 
being saved, just as they yield to the necessity of dy- 
ing.* Thus^you agi-ee with Brother B. when he says, 
that ' spiritual influences are carried ton almost to 
compulsion, but stop short of it,' because a conquest 
is gaiijed — the spmer yields, and is saved. 

" It should always be kept in mind,'' that th^ dis- 
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pensations of Qod embrace two departments ; the one 
including things as they lie with himself, or between 
himself and Christ. To tjiis department belong all 
the , purposes and promises of mercy, which are all 
absolute and infrustrable ; and rest for their accom- 
plishment on the free and sovereign grace of a faith- 
ful and covenant God. The other embraces things 
as they lie between God and" his rational creatures, 
and is founded on the. rights and authority of God 
over them, and their duties and obligations to him as 
their Creator. Here God has anindisputed authority 
to command, and (if he graciously 'please) to invite,, 
beseech and entreat; and doubtless it is their duty to 
obey and yield a cordial compliance with the divine 
and all gracious proposals ; and it must be their con- 
demnation if they refuse^ But let it be remembered 
that this done saves no man ; for God saves men only 
through faith in Christ's blood. Butif God has been 
pleased to place the evidences of his grace in a righ- 
teous obedience to his commands, is it safe to seeik. 
them elsewhere 1 I, think not. It is true, all men re- 
sist the claims and'refuse the grace of the dispensation 
of calls and means, and will not comply. It is, there- 
fore, that God puts forth a mightier energy o^ diviiie 
influence into these means and invitations, by which 
they are rendered effectual, by ' the persuasion, illu- 
mination or attractions of the Holy Spirit,' to salva- 
tion. So, then, it comes to pass that all who are 
saved, are saved by the free and unmerited grace of 
God ; while they that perish, sink under the weight 
of their own unbelieving reiusals of the just claims of 
God over .them. " 

" According to the covenant stipulation, ' all things 
were finished from the foundation of the world {' and 
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all given to the Son, as the reward of his. sufferings, 
were complete in him — were fully justified and par- 
doned, in the sight of God, while as yet there was none 
of them. But according to the dispensation of his 
grace, there are times and seasons, which the" Father 
ha/3 reserved under his own power. In these we sin, 
repent, and are forgiven. And again, sin, repent, and 
are forgiven, &c. — Thus we must be careful, not to 
confound the things which belong to the. times and 
seasons of Grod's dispensation, to men, with the pur- 
poses and things which were ordered and sure in his 
e'verlasting coveng,nt. , 

" You hear it said, ' The atonement was rhade for 
all mankind; hut the application definite, or how 
could the offer of salvation be held forth in the gos- 
pel to all, if the atonement was not made for all.' 
This you think inconsistent with the value of the, pre- 
cious blood of Christ, and the nature of the relation 
it holds in the covenant of redemption. They who 
hold this language, confound the atonement with the 
rights and authority of God over mankind, and which 
are given to Christ, as Mediator, and which he exer- 
cises, as his right by inheritancej and not from his 
death. Moreover, the word for must be used very 
loosely ; for if the atonement is made as a price, which 
benefits no one until applied,, then it is properly made 
for no one. The word offfr, too, so often and so 
sweetly used, is not used in scripture in that sense. 
Christ has commanded his gospel to be preached to 
every creature ; and all men are called on, nay, com- 
ipanded, to .repent and telieve the gospel ; and assu- 
rance is-giyen that they that do so cordially, shall be 
saved. ■ * 

" The views you have given of -the relation there 
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was between the shedding of the blood of Christ, and 
those who are profited by it, are certaiinly correct. 
If there were no persons in the view of the Father 
and the Son, for whom ChrisJ; shed his blood, I see 
not how it could be applied to. any. For an illustra- 
tion, suppose the executive of the state to make out a 
number of reprieves without any names in them^ can 
any criminal be discharged by one of them ? Cer- 
tainly not.' The reprieve must be made out in the 
name of the pepson to be benefited. So the precious 
blood of Christ mpst have been spilled, in the design 
of the Father and the Son, for those who will be finally 
saved. This the Bible fully sustains. 

"Dear Sister, if these reflections shall give you or 
any of the readers of the Index, any satisfaction of 
mind, or comfort in the love of Christ, or confirma- 
tion in the truth of the gospel, I shall rejoice with you 
and them, for the mercy of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
eus Christ, unto eternal life. 

" I am your servant, foi' Jesus' sake, 

" Jesse Mercbb." 

to dr, wm. ii. turpin. 

" Washington, Feb. 10, 133*. 

* m * * 

" It would give me joy to be able to give you'sbme 
good news, but it ig a scarce commodity with us. Bro- 
ther Allen passed along like a summer breeze, and 
effected little ; he is a > plejasant brother. Brother 
Welch has also passed on without doing any thing. 
Mr. Shepherd had made such a heavy drav? on the 
people . that W. .thought it best to attempt nothing. 
Mr. S. had obtained a subscription of about $150. 
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We- had a Mr. Woodbridge, Agent for the A. G. T. S. 
for foreign distribution, but I think he got but little. 
I was not present, and did not see him. I think we 
are somewhat like a cow owned by several families, 
and subject to be milked at pleasure. These families 
might send out their milk-maids so frequent as to be 
unable to draw any milk from the poor creature, \. 
think our benevolent societies had better have a meet- 
ing, and so arrange their visits as not to defeat their 
object. Indeed sir, I am, I ihvak, friendly fo the be- 
nbvolent objects of our day; but agents are become 
like musketoes, one can hardly be beaten off but ano- 
ther is here. But enough of this. The revival above ^ 
in Franklin aiid Elbert is still going on I learh, but I 
fear not likely to spread much. 

" Our school is quite full. Brother and sister San- 
ders are quite at home, chin deep in business. I fear 
when they quit, we shall be at a grea:t loss to find 
another yoke of the sanie mind. ' Our beneficiaries 
are increasing also. A young man passed me last 
week from the Tugulo, <§. G. side, from a region of 
much opposition, and equal amount of ignorance. 

" We have been graciously preserved this inclem- 
ent season in common health. The spring-like weath- 
er now promises to cotapensate us for all our vginter's' 
sufferings. I hope and trust you are all in good 
health. Tell brother M.* his ' meal and grits' are 
out. The last, though not so fine as he might have 
wished, has been Used up without much (if any) com- 
plaint. I hope his, ' head of water' is noAV full, and 
his stones pecked and ^harp, and that he will soon 
send us a good supply." 

* A brother who occasionally contributed to the columns of, the 
Index. 

7 
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TO MRS. S. 

'• Washington, Feb 23d, 1836. 
" Dear Sister D. ■ , 

" I have receiyed several kind letters from you, 
and always am pleased with them, though I do not 
answer them, owing to my engagement in the busi- 
ness of the paper. I hope you will not be led to 
think that I am indifferent towards you or your let- 
ters ; far troxa this. I read- with interest yours of 
21st inst. last night, and have concluded,. as I am con- 
fined to the house by rain to-day, I. would spend a 
little of it in writing a few lines to my sister Dolly. 

" I am glad to learn that yon are likely to get on in 
your temporal affairs without tany sacrifice, or par- 
ticular injury to yourself. You have great right to 
trust in the Lord who has proclaimed himself spe- 
cially to be the widow's refuge and defence. If you 
could come up to. the picture given by Paul to Timo- 
thy in his first Epistle 5 : 5^ it would be all you need 
to request, for_then all the rest would be sure. ic 

"Truly, that ■ piece you mention, 'hints to young 
converts,' is well calculated to bring times past into 
present view; toanake us go back to those days when 
the Lord 'brought our souls from darkness into light, 
and by his grage. created us new creatures in Christ ; 
or made us 'young converts.' O, how have things 
changed sincetthen ! I am sometimes rea^ to say of 
myself, ' if thou art f^e ^ huteah, how altered V This 
is, jitowevef, our joy that though we change, the Rock 
of our salvation remains the same. We may truly 
.rejoice in the Lord, and make our boast of him all the 
day long. 



JESSB MERCHR. 131 

" You Bjieiak of sermons wjiich I have preacjied in 
days gone by, as precious seasons to youi still held in 
tenacious lecoUection. Well then, I. rejoice' I was 
able ever to- preach so as to leave a sweet or savory 
memory behind for the. consolation of atiy believer in 
Christ. O, it was not I, but the Lord that spoke 
through tne, as a (^tain sound is given by a skilful 
blower Qf a truilipet. . To* him be all the praise. I 
hope you find many things , in .the -Index to comfort 
and edify you. Though there are, and of necessity 
will be, many articles of controversy till we leam»to 
be of a more meek and quiet disposition like Christ 
our pattern ; yet it is th^ most ardent <|esi:-e nf my 
heart to afford the readers of that paper some solid 
food to strengthen their faith, and. improve their spir- 
itual health : and I hope I do not altogether miss my 
aim. Every christian soldier calmot fail to be anx- 
ious to know how the kingdom of Christ advances in 
the nations of the earth, and therefore, I should think, 
wotild read missionary news with rapture. 

" Nancy joins- in best wishes for your happiness, 
-and be assured. Lam as ever, yours, &c." 

TO THE REV. MR. BOI^LES. 

" Washin'gianyMay lith, 1836. 
"Dear Brother Bolles, '< 

" I wrote to you, directed, to the care of Rev. G. F. 
IJavis, Hartford, Connecticut, intended for the Board 
at its l^st meeting in that city; but I suppose it did 
not come to hand, as I see no notice of it in th? pro- 
ceedings. 

" I am gratified to find ycai.had so full a meeting; 
but regret to see so great a delicit in the receipts into 
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the miasian fknds. Th§, resolve to raise $100,000 frilJ 
fail by a considerable amount. Alas ! 

" The bible question is an important one. I pre- 
sumne it will be advisable to form a Baptist American 
Bible Society or some plan ecfuivalent. Perhaps so- 
cieties formed for the purpose, to send up their funds 
tO' the treaisurer of the Board, would answer, without 
incurring the expense of a national society. I hope 
the brethren while together, eame to some conclusion 
what would be ultimately best for the denomination 
to dja, I am imcliwed tc^think it woilld be best (if 
it could be so) for the A. B. Society to be restricted 
to the disti;ibutioii of the- English bible, and them let 
every Foreign Mission Society provide for their own 
Iraraslaitions'. * .» *• 

" Our late state Convention was a very pleasant 
meeting. We- feel much encouraged. I'be' interest 
taken in that section in our operations, was far greater 
than wre anticipated. I think the dagon of oppoaitioia 
is crumbling before the' aris of benevolent effort. Our. 
ftimdb have been enlarged. The resolution of the A. 
B. S. has brought us in a considerable Broount for the 
publication of the Burman bible. At oisr last year's- 
Convention, it was resolved that we would make- an 
effort to raise $3000, to aid the raising of the $100,000 
resolved on at Richmond. This resolve has been re- 
deemed, including the sums sent up for the Bible 
cause, almost doubled ! Onr treasurer reports since 
last Convention, between 5 and 6000 dollars. 

"A project to build' a college (in ottr towTi) has 
been in agitation for some time. This' project was 
presented to the Convention for their patronage, &c. 
and it was received, with peculiar pleasure-,' an'd the 
necessary measures taken for eaiTying it forward to 
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completioh. Somethinglike 4^60,000 are pledged, at 
least proposed to be raised for it, already. Two 
agents are appointed to raise the funds for its accom- 
plishment. I hope it will go on now, well. Sunday 
Schools begin to be more patronized in our state, arid 
measures were taken at our late meeting to fiarther 
Ahem. I think a Baptist Sdinday School Union would 
be of great usefulness to our churches. I am not op- 
posed to iiiiite on common ground with the Pedoes ; 
but I feel opposed to the inference which must ibe 
made by evtery child of common sense, from the re- 
striction not to publish any thing but what att agree 
in, which will be, that those ihmgs not p'ublished and 
taught are of no i'mpartanoe. 

" "We greatly need a Sunday school library, frosm 
which a supply could be had everywhere, and at 
any time. 

" I hope the brethren are in health, and that the 
work of the Lord abounds and prospers m tbeir 
bands. 

" With sentiments of brotherly love, I am, dear 
brother, yours and theirs in the Lord. 

Jesse M'Ercek." 

to the same, 

" Washington, Oct. imk, 1833. 

" DfiAR' Bkother BoiiIes, 

" The circular of Brother MaJcom did not reach me 
timely for the session of our Association.; but we bad 
just published it in the paper, and we anticipated it 'v& 
our proceedings. I had hoped the churches would, 
notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrassments of the 
country, have sent up an increased amount for foreigB 
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missions. This they didj at least the amount sent 
up for the several objects before the body, was greater 
somewhat than iii previous years ; near $3000. I of- 
fered a resolution, stating the duty of the churches 
to increase their efforts to sustain the Foreign Mission 
Board in its operations. In the-argument, the embar- 
rassments of the Board were stated, when a motion was 
made to test the feelings of the members in reference 
to the resolution ; and which would be a specimen of 
what might be looked for from the churches next year. 
In carrying out this motion, the members present sub- 
scribed to be paid next session, $1200. The pastors 
of churches promised to endeavor to provoke the 
brethren to invitation in this work. It was hoped 
$5000 might be brought up to the next meeting. But 
I would not have the Board rely on it. 

" "When Brother Maclay, agent for the A. & F. B. 
Society was with us, the church and friends at this 
place subscribed over $700 to be paid in three annu- 
al instalments : one third of that sum we sent up ,to 
the Association, and $366 for foreign missions. Not 
to praise ourselves, but if all the churches would thus 
show- their faith by their works, the cause would not 
be hindered or retarded. I can but hope from another 
cause. The Lord has in many places poured out his 
Holy Spirit in a copious manner on the churches,' and 
an increase of between six and seven hundred has 
been added to the churches in our associational 
bounds. From, these we may look for some finit, 
which, as the apostle says, may abound to their ac^' 
count. But there is a cause which will for some years 
hinder, or render small the amount which otherwise 
might be afforded to the foreign cause. That is the 
raising and endowing our universitys* This is a great 
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wofk, and will absorb the means of many of our lib- 
eral brethren ; and many will think they cannot do 
any thing more than what they have prctnised to do 
for that institution, for years ; as the subscriptions are 
taken for three or,five years. Anti-ism, too, prevails 
much in the western part of our states. Churches 
and. Associations rent and torn to pieces, as you have 
seen in the Index. I, hope, however, it has reached 
its acme, and is now ready to take its dow5iv\£ard aim, 
and may tumble muQh faster than it arose. I may be 
deceived in this, as some think pride and covetouS- 
ness are its foun4ations ; if so,, they are strpng pillars, 
and will be hard to .break. We have^ met, in the 
providence of G-od,^, with a severe trial. One of our 
Professors elect, a young and promising mar(, son of 
our brother Col. A. Janes, has been taken to a world 
unknown. He had been converted hopefully to God 
while at Franklin College, and united with die Bap- 
tist church in Athens^ some three or four years ago. 
He, by divine help, was enabled to withstand all the 
bufietings of a college life, . and came out with, the 
first degree. But the Lord di'l it, and we ■must be 
* dumb with silence.' 'This, though not to be placed 
side with your trial in the death of the lamented 
Knowles, yet jsof the same cast, and gives us a simi- 
lar shock. I should like to be informed what is the 
prospect, pf the Christian Review. Is il likely to be 
sustained ? It would be of service to it, if it could 
be knolvn as earlf as possible. The present suspense 
holds some back, who would subscribe if they could 
be assured it s would be continued. The eleventh 
number is just received, I have not had time to look 
it over. Such a work will commend itself to the 
thinking mind. 
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" I have reflected on the operations t)f the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bilile Society, and have thought it 
might do the foreign mission cause an unintentional 
injury. The causes virhich gave that institution birth 
are very exciting to Baptist minds, and will lead ma- 
ny to do under the excitement of the moment, more 
than they ought to do, all things considered. I pressed 
this consideration on the mind of, brother Maplay 
when here.^ From this view, I am of opinion that the 
A, ,& F. B. S. should bring all their energies to bear 
on the Burman bible cause for years to come. This 
should hp the all absorbing cause wjth us in the bible 
cause. As the Board Jast spring were pleased to 
continue me in the President's chf,ir, I feel guilty as it 
regards communicating with them. I have this apolo- 
gy ; the paper informs the Board of all the ilitportant 
matters of this country, and leaves little for private 
correspondence; but this does not excuse my own 
mind. You will present this to the Board, and give 
them the kindest affections of ipy heart, as brethren 
in the cause of Christ our Lord and master. In the 
execution of the work of .universal benevolence, faith 
and patience must have their, perfect wdrk- I hope 
and pray the Lord may sustain us all in our- united 
labors of love ; but in particular, those who are at 
the windlass, ' holding the rope.' 

" My health has been feeble this summer, much in- 
terrupted by diarrhoea, and sometimes rather severe. 
At present, through mercy, in better health. May 
health and blessings attend the members of the Board 
and all friends. 

" I am, dear Brother, yours and theirs, 
" for Jesus Christ's sake, 

"Jesse Mercer." 
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•CHAPTER VIL 

Jtlr. Merqet's connexion wil'h^tlie 'Georgia Arsociaitinn, — Extr-neH 
from his Circular Sjettersia— ^Connexion with the Geiiersl Com- 
Inittee. — Baptist Slate Uonvenlion. 

The preceding pages -exhibit a record (imperfect 
indeed in many rejects) of Mr. Mercer's labors as a 
preacher and pastor* it is now proposed to .give a 
more particular ^tod systematic view of his services as 
•connected with the operations of several important 
religious bodies of the Baptist <deiioi»ination, and as 
contribute to the support of sonie of the -most promi ■ 
nent benevolent plans of the age. These services 
were varied, efficient, and useful, and established for ' 
him a strong claim upon the ^affectip^Iate and gratefci 
a-eanembrance ■of the friends of Zion. 

For-a long series of years, .his name and influenice 
were identified with most of the prominent operations 
of the Gqorgia^Association. This body was organized 
in 1784, according to Me. Mercer's Historj of the Ab- 
sociatito.; though Mr. Sherw6od, in hi$. .manuscript 
JHistoiy of Georgia Baptists, dates its formation «, year 
later. At its organisation, it embraced, some five or 
^lax churches ; but s© rapidly_<did it increase, that as 
early as 1792, it numbered fifty-six churchesk Fiwrn 
its first origin, it has been much distidgijiished lor the 
piety and ability .of' its members, the wisdom of its 
"counsels, and *he readiness and efficiency with which 
it has sustained liberal and useful measures for the 
advancement of the kingdoni of Christ. It .has been 
.referred to aa a kind of model at tbe organization of 
aaost of the other Associations in the state ; its opin- 
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ions have been widely circulated and generally re- 
spected J it has dismissed a maltitade of churches 
from time to time, to aid in the formation of otHer 
similar bodies ; reared up in its bounds many able 
and successful ministers, who'have gone forth to labor 
in other regions in our southern couistry ; and secured 
for itself (through God's favor) the reputation of be- 
ing,, on the whole, one of th© most respectable and 
ttseful ■ Associations in the United States. Bat it is 
most evident, to all acquainted with its history, that 
much of its respectability and usefulness is to be at- 
tributed to the commanding inflweBce of Mt, Mercer. 
He was present at its formation, (though then but a 
lad ;) not long after his connexion with the church, 
he appeared as a delegate; and fcom that time till 
1839, when he was prevented by siciness, he regu- 
larly attended its . annual meetings. !^rom 1795, till 
the session of 1816, he generally officiated as the 
Clerk of the body ; ,g,t the' session of the last named 
year, lie was chosen Moderator, an office to which he 
was uniformly re-elected till 1839. His name wa» 
generally attached to the most important committees^ 
and many of the ablest reports presented from time to 
time to Xhe bo%', were from his pen. The Cireulaif 
Letters of 1801, 1806, 1811, 1816, and 1821, were pre- 
pared by him. They imbody much valuable instruc- 
tion, particularly on matters cdhnected with the dis- 
cipline and order of the chil:^ch of Christ, and the 
practical duties of christians j and some of them are 
written with great force and ability. 

In the discussion of all weighty and difficult sub- 
jects, he generally took a prominent part, and it is 
believed that neither in the Georgia Association, nor 
in scarcely a«y other important religious body of our 
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denomination, with whieh he has been connected, 
would the members present be willing to decide upon 
any prominent question or measure, without ascer- 
taining the opinion of Mr. Mercer. Hardly any ques- 
tion could arise, upon which he had not reflected 
deeply, and upon which he -was not prepared to pour 
forth the Hght of sound instruction and cogent argu- 
ment. Occasionally, he displayed in discussion un- 
common, and even surprising strength. ' Some difficult 
and unexpected subject would perhaps be brought 
up during the progress of business, which would call 
forth in protracted debate, the resources of the ablest 
birethren. At a suitable time, the venerable Modera- 
tor wcJuld call. some brother to the chair, and with a 
meek and childlike air, step forth to give his opinion. 
' All would be attention and silence, for every one felt 
that a wise man was about to speak. On such occa- 
sions, he was seldom less than interesting and in- 
structive ; and sometimes he would rise to a, height 
and power of argument and illustration, that would 
enchain the mind of every listener, and bear down all 
opposition.' The intricacies of the subject would give 
way to his close and lucid expositions ; each promi- 
nent point would be brought out to view in the; light 
of plain and convincing demonstration ; leaving' all to 
admire, at tfee same time that they would generally 
yield to his opinions, the strength of his mind, the 
clearness of his views, thfe richness of his resources j 
and in doubt upon what field to consider hiin the 
greatest, whether in ' the pulpit at his faVored times, 
expounding the deep mysteries of the gospel, or on 
the floor of discussion, clearing away the intricacies 
and unfolding the merits of difficult and important 
subjects. 
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A circumstance is now present to the writer's 
mind, which may serve as a pleasant illustration of 
the estimation in which Mr. Mercer's views and in* 
struction were generally held at important meetings 
forreligious deliberation and counsel. -It occurred at 
a ministers' meeting; Some weighty subject had been 
before the body for a, considerable time, and many of ~ 
the brethren had presented their views. At length a 
pious and worthy brother rose up, and in his honest 
and simple-hearted way, observed, " Well, I now 
move that Brother Mercer give us his views on the 
8ubject,'and that the question then be put without any 
further debate," seeming to intimate that it would 
be improper for the question to -be taken until the' 
Gramaliel of the meeting had expressed his opinion, 
and that after he should speak, little more of import- 
ance could well be said. 

As the Moderatoi: of the Georgia Association, and 
it might be also said,-as the presiding officer ,of every 
body where he was called to act in thait character, he 
performed his. duties with much correctness and dig- 
nified propriety. He was familiar with the ordinary 
rules of debate and business ; he, -seldom lost sight of 
the proper point amidst protracted discussion, and the 
intricacies of substitutes and amendments ; and with- 
out urging business forward in undue haste, he sel- 
dom allowed it to drag along to the useless consump. 
tion of time. In the various bodies where he pre- 
sided, particularly in his more advanced years, a care- 
ftd observer would, more naturally think of him as an 
aifectionate, grave, and venerable patriarch, seated in 
the midst of kind and respectful children, securing 
attention and order by the strong hold which he had 
tipon their love and veneration, than as a person in- 
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vested by ballot witlr official dignity, sqiiaring the pro- 
ceedings of the members by the nice and rigid formal- 
ities of parliamentary rules. 

His circular letters have been referred to : a 
more particular notice of them may be proper, and a 
few extracts would, no doubt, be highly acceptable to 
the pious teader. The first complains" of a worldly- 
minded spirit- amongst the churches, the want of a 
tender, uniting, brotherly affectionj and urges the 
brethren to a practical improvement of a'Yew weighty 
and engaging thoughts. The letter is short, and the 
greater portion of it is here subjoined. 

\ % 

" Dear brethren, we fear you have drunk deeply 
into the intoxicating spirit of the^world, by which 
you have conceived an eager" lust for the flesh-pots 
in Egypt, or an anxious solicitude after the flat-' 
tering, fooleries,' vain fashions and carnal pleasures 
of this wicked world, v)hich children and fools ad- 
mire, and by -which ydll have grektly lost that meek, 
quiet and harmless spirit which abode in Christ, and 
which should designate you as the children of God 
in the midst of this adulterous and sinful generation. 
" Brotherly love too, we fear, abounds too much in 
word and tongue ; while you foster in your hearts 
that ungodly, nay, that unchristian disposition of he 
ye clothed and he ye filled', and at the same time close 
all the bovyels of mercy towards those objects of com- 
passion which are placed in your way - as proofs of 
your love to God. 

" Amongst many of you, a friendly, uniting and en- 
dearing spirit is too little cultivated ; you often meet 
each other with an air of as cold indifference, as you 
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do a wicked neighbor. It has. become extremely dif- 
iBcult. to distinguish you as a body, -,01 as individuals, 
from a surrounding wicked world, except in a few 
formalities. The phrase brother and sister is kept up 
in some sort ; but that too has lost its savor, having 
become formal, it communicates little or no christian 
bfiection. We' fear you are too great strangers to 
the spirit of prayer and earnest travail for the outr 
pouring of the Spirit of God from on high, and the , 
coming of the'kingdom of Christ with power. 
■ " And in this time of Jacob's trouble, instead of 
being helpers one of another, bearing- each other's 
burdens, and grieved for the affliction of Joseph, eve- 
ry one puUeth away his shoulder from the burden of 
his brother, and careth almost, if not altogether, alone 
for his own individual, and perhaps carnal concerns, 
while the things of the blessed Jesus and his people 
are out oi sight, or looked on with indifference. 

" Brethren, these things ought not to be so. And 
that they may not Ise so, we call upon you in the most 
pressing itianner, to seriously consider, and make a 
pious and practical improvement on the following 
engaging thoughts;' 

" 1. View yoiir high calling, with, which nothing 
on earth can vie. That calling which separates a 
man from the mass of his equals, and, seats him on a 
throne of elated glory, and • puts the royal ensign in 
his hand, falls infinitely below that calling of which 
you are gracious partakers ; and by which you have 
been taken from the mass of sinners, your guilty 
equals, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son, made heirs with Christ, and happy expectants 
">£ a blessed immortalitv. C) delightful thought ! O 
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glorious expectation! Nevef^ O never lose sight of 
itj but keep your eye intent on, it while you run for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

"2. Be mindful of the -designs of grace through 
you. Remember that God has purposed by you to 
make known to principalities and pow ers the exceedr ■ 
ing riches of his wisdom ; and thereforie, ^ou- are 
called to be instruments of his glory ; to appear on 
the same theatre ; to engage in the same exercises, 
and to act on the same exailted plan of action with 
himself, in the accomplishment of those thjngs in 
which very intima,tely consist the glory and perfection 
of saints, the "glory and joy of angels; the gl^y- and 
honor of God, and, in short, the glory and excellency 
of all heaven. O, amazing, stupendous, and ineffable 
grace ! That will delight to take such _/M*iZe,creatures 
as sinful men, deformed with wickedness, absorbed in 
darkness, emaciated with wo ; brtads of the burning, 
all vile with pollution, and fit only to J)e engines of 
perfidy for the devil; *and make them the very means 
by which he will accomplish such all important events. 
O the depths of the riches hdth of the wisdom andh 
knowledge of God 1 How unsearchable are his judg- 
7nents,'tund his wdys'past finding out ! Let a sense of 
these things at once humble and exalt ^you, fill you 
with pious grief and ineffablejoy, and with unfeigned 
' delight, not only'to knoWjibut to do the. will of God 
unreservedly. 

" 3, Earnestly anticipate th'at weight of glory which 
God has prepared for you, and for which he is keep- 
ing you througli faith- unto salvation. Know ye, that 
here you have no continuing city ; but are as sojourn- 
ers turned in for a night ; your promised land, your 
everfastirig portion, youi? final Jest, your heavenly 
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home, are all before ; let your hearts be also there f 
and with steadiness pursue the happy road till you in 
person arrive at the mount of God. Let noughtbo- 
low the sun beguile your cautious feet. Let nothing 
court your iStay on this side Jordan, save to do the will 
of Grod, which you cannot do in heaven. And be 
ready, like laboring children at sunset, to go home at 
the call of your heavenly Father. To whose gracious 
guidance, faithfulness and love, we commend you 
wishing you an abundance of peace with eternal glo- 
ry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen," 

The^econd circular address written in 1806, is A 
brief though excellent appeal to the chufches, for the 
purpose of urging them to promptness and activity 
in the- execution of discipline. 

After illustrating several points in a forcible and 
scriptural manner, the writer concludes with the fol- 
lowing spirited and praotical appeal. 

"Suffer no disorderly, persons to pass unnoticed 
amongst you. Adopt just measures to induce^ or if 
that cannot be done, to enforce the attendance of your 
members in your conferences ; that you may know 
their standing, and lead them to greater degrees of 
glory and virtue. It is a time of great worldly gran- 
deur and extravagance. Liooh to yourselves; take 
heed lest there be amongst you some hurtful piixture, 
— some undue conformity to the World — some root of 
bitterness — some cursed thing in the camp, as the 
cause of the present painful complaints. As saith 
the apostle, we staiid in doubt of yov, lest we have be- 
stowed on you 'labor in vain, and commending our- 
selves to your consciences in th« sight of God, wo 
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make the following inquiries. When the people of 
the world are arohitiously seeking honor one of another, 
are you not pushing for popidarity^ftoo ? "When they 
are at frequent and.great expenses to support a grand 
parade, do you not increase your bills tp he like 
them I When they change their modes of dress dq 
not some of you alter yours too | When their wo- 
men clothe themselves so thinly that the shame of 
their nakedness does appear, do not some of yours 
clothe themselves, or their daughters, in the attire of 
an harlot 1 If to these inquiries'you answer, no : then 
weiask, whence are the ensigns of mere grandeur in 
your houses 1 The intemperate use, or rather abuse, 
of the conveniencies, but especially the luxuries of 
life ■? The frequenting wicked, though called polite, 
assemblies and other places of public resort, mixed 
with the rabble or the guilty- great of the world? 
Whence is it that there are among your women, bare 
elbows — naked arms — exposed breasts — shorn heads-— 
ruffled, or shamejjully Ught dresses, connected with a 
light, airy deportment, and vain, carnal conversation 1 
" Dear brethren, these things ought not to be once 
named among you as becometh saints : But be ye 
rather transformed by the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
Cleanse yourselves from these vanities, and; keep your 
garments unspotted from the world. , Search the^sGrip- 
tures> that you may know what the vyill of the Lord 
is, with full purpose of heart to do whatsoever he has 
commanded you. ***** You profess to be Bible 
Baptists ;— be Bible Christians. Let the spirit be in 
you which also was in Christ Jesus, and let the oma- 
men); of a meek" and quiet spirit be in your eyes, what 
Jt is in the sight Qf God, of great -price ; rather than 
the baubles and gewgaws of the world. Be harmless 
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and like the Redeemer, separate from sinners ; that; 
you may be perfect and entrre, wanting nothing. And 
so an abundant entrance shall be ministered to you 
into the everlasting kingSorri of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Now, unto him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the chur<>h, by Jesus Christ throughout ^all 
ages, world without end> — Amen." 

In the Circular of T.811, the writer, in a very pithy 
and condensed argument, presents his reasons for re- 
garding the administration of baptism by Pedobap- 
tists, though in the proper mode, as invalid^ >. The 
author first lays down and illustrates the following 
propositions : 

"I. The Apostolic Church, continued through all 
ages to the end of the world, is the oiily true Gospel 
"Church. 

"II. Gf„this church, Christ is the only Head, and 
true source of all ecclesiastieal authority. 

" III. Gospel ministers are servants in the church, 
are all equal^ and have no power to lord it over die 
heritage of the Lord." 

From these propositions, satisfactorily established, 
as the author conceives, he draws the foUdviring infer- 
ences, "as clear and certain truths" 
.. ",I. That all churches and ministers, who originated 
since the apostles, smd not successivelysto them, are 
mot in gospel order ; and therefore cannot be acknow- 
ledged as such. 

" II. That all, who have been ordained to- the work 
of the ministry without the knowledge and call of the 
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church, by popes, councils, &c., tire the creatures of 
those who constituted them, and not the servants .of 
Christ, or his church, and therefore have no right to 
administer for them. 

"III. Tha:t those who have set aside the discipline 
of the gospel, and have given lavv to, and exercised 
dominion over, the chui^ch, are usurpers over the place 
and office of Christ, are againsf ^m ; and therefore 
may not be accepted in their offices, j,* 

"IV. That they" who 'administer contrary to their 
own, or the faith of the gospel, cannot administer for 
God ; since without the gospel faith, they have nothing 
to minister; and, without theii' own, he accepts no 
service; tiierefore the administrations of such are un- 
warrantable' impositions in any way. , v « 

" Our reasons therefore for rejecting baptism by 
inimersion, when administered by Pedobaptist minis- 
ters are, •■'■ 

"I. That they, are connected vyith churches cleqfly 
out of the apos|olic succession, and therefore -clearly 
out of the apostoli© commission. - » _ 

" II. That they have derived their authoiaty, by or- 
dinatioi;i frpm the bishops of Rome, or from individu- 
als who. have taken it on themselves to give it. 

" III. That they hold a higher rank in the churches 
than the apostles did, are not accojmtable to, and of 
consequence not triable by the church ; bu.t are ame- 
nable only to, or among themselves. " ' 

" IV. That they all, as we think, administer contra- 
ry to the pattern of the gospel, and some, where occa- 
sion requires, will act contrary to their own professed 
faith. Now as we know of none implicated in this 
casig but are in some or all of the above defects, either 
of wbioh we deem- sufficient tfl disqualify for meet 
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gospel >administxatioii, therefore we hold their admin- 
istrations invalid." 

Upon the subject of apostolic succession, alluded 
to in the aboye extrsicts, the author makes a few addi- 
tional remarks. 

" But if it should J)e Said, that the apostolic succes- 
sion cannot be ascertained, and then it is proper to 
act without it f we say that the loss of the succession 
can never prove it futile, nbr justify any one out of it. 
The Pedobaptists, by their own histories, admit they 
are not of it; but we do not, and shall think ourselves 
entitled to the claim, until the reverse be clearly 
shown. And should any think authority derived from 
the Mother op Harlots,- sufficient to qualify to ad- 
minister a gospel ordinance, they will be s'o charitable 
as not to condemn us for preferripg that derived from 
Christ. 4-iid should any still more absurdly plead 
that ordination received from an individual is suffi- 
cient ; we leave them to show what is the use of ordi- 
nation, and why it exists. If any think an administra- 
tion will suffice which has no pattern iti the gbspal, 
they will suffer us to act according to the divine order 
with impunity. And if it should be said that, faith in 
the subject is all that is necessary, we beg leave to 
require it where the Scriptures do, that is, every- 
wTiere" ' 

In the Circular of 1816, the writer takes occasion 
to urge upon the churches some of those important 
duties which arise from their social compact as fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and members of the same re- 
deenied family. Some extracts from this letter vnll be 
found in a subsequent part of the voluwe. 
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The Circular Letter of 1821, is the longest and the' 
most elaborate of the' series. It contains many ster- 
ling thoughts, but space cannot be afforded for a full 
analysis, -nor for many lengthy extracts. The subject 
is the Unity ani Dependence of the jphiirches of Je- 
sus Christ; which the author' thus defines. " By the 
unity of the churches, we mean that ihey are all under 
one head, all members of one body : and hy depend- 
ence, that necessary connexion which forms them, into 
the same body, to which they owe their greatest com- 
petency for practical and virtuous excellence ; and 
their highest felicity in perfection and beauty." 

Fromt the practical remarks with which the letter 
closes, the following are selected : 

" We pray you to walk charitably towards those, 
who, in Christian profession, differ from you in faith 
or practice. , And though you cannot reasonably hold 
communion with- them at the Lord's Table, * * * * 
yet, dear brethren, we exhort and- admonish you, to 
cany yourselves towards them as Christian professors ; 
engage with them, and invite them to engage with 
you, in exercises of devotion and enterprises of use- 
fulness; go with them freely as far as you can pre- 
serve a good conscience and the fellowship of your 
brethren, and stop^ where you must according to the 
scriptures ; evince to them that the reason why you 
do not yield an entire and cheerful compliance with 
their wishes in communion, is- not founded in preju- 
dice or ill-will, but in a conscientious regard to the 
views you entertain of truth and propriety ; extend to 
them your brotherly watch-care, and invite theirs over 
you y reprove and admonish them in love when you 
overtake them in a fault, and endeavor to reclaim in 
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the. spirit of meekness j -and thus, by an affectionate 
intercourse, and a dispassionate, free, and. candid in- 
terchange of sentiments, combined with a friendly use 
of Christian disciphne, lessen, if you cannpt annihi; 
late, the unhappy differences which are between'you 
and them. This'course, accompanied .by the blessing 
of G-od, we thinly is the only anchor of hope for the 
union and communion ojT the present cbntending reli- 
gious denominations. , ^ 

" Furthermore, breSiren, we exhort you carefully, 
to cultivate in yourselves views of extended and gen- 
eral usefulness. Dismiss, for ever banish from your 
hearts, that G-od-dishonpwng and soul-starving senti- 
ment, that your Christian obligations ^vp restricted to 
the church to which you in particulElr belong. Re- 
collect that ' what .th6. Spirit saith to the churches,' is 
bound on the. observance of ' him that hath an ear.' 
Feel as you ought to feel,, as ' tnemjpeis in particular' 
of the whole body of Christ, and bound by his autho- 
rity, in the same ties of brotherly love to all and to 
each member of that, body 'as you have opportunity 
to do good,' a^ 'always abound in the work. of<the 
Lord, knowing that your labor shall not be in vain in 
the, Lord.' And we also admonish you to esteem 
very highly, as your most gospel attitude, the medi- 
um of your highest privileges, and thB source of your 
most extended usefulness on earth, -jSour associated 
union. Here you are ' like a company of horses in 
, Pharaoh's chariots,' and ' terrible as an army with 
banners,' prepared for united and powerful effort. 
What cannot be done in your individual capacity, 
may receive its highest accomplishment in your asso- 
ciated union. Divided strength' is weak, but united 
strength is powerful. Dp not treat the resolutions 
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and advices of the associatioiv with neglect and indif- 
ference, as the counsels of a mere ' advisory body,' 
with which youj have no connexion, hut as decisions 
and advices of your own body, composed of your 
'messengers, who are the glory ; of Christ.' If the 
counsels of the association are consonant with the 
word df God, you are bound to observe and obey 
them on Divine ajathority, as well as from the bond 
of union which Tiolds you together ' in one.' Study 
agreement, ^^nd. endeavor through your associated 
connexion, to come at a uniform practice in the order 
of your religious affairs. Be- ready, not as a matter 
of constraint, *-but of ready rrjind,' to act in concert, 
life the churches of JVIacedonia, of whom the apostle 
bears this honorable testimony, that ' they are willing 
of themselves' even ' beyond their power,' in any mat- 
ter of general utility, whether benevolent, charitable, 
or religious. Attempt whatsoever G-od in his word 
has instituted to be done through the instrumentality 
of his church on earth, and fear not! Keep in mind 
you are not alone : even in your associated body you 
are but* one detachment of the thpugands of Israel's 
hosts. The strength of opposition against you is ' an 
arm of flesh ;' but with you is the Lord your God to 
help you and to fight your battles. . Ajid what may be 
done by united and vigorous effort of all the churches 
ofOferist in, his. name,; will never -be known until the 
experiment '.is made; but when that experiment is 
made, the result will be, that the whole earth will be 
full of the glory of God. Let each heart hail the day 
in adding a dpuble Amen. 

" Finally, dear brethren, ' whatsoever things ai-e 
true, are honest, are just, are pure, are lovely, are of 
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good report, — if there be any virtue, if there be any 
praise, think on these things.' 

" And may ' the God of > all grace, who hath called 
us unto his eternal glory, by Jesus Christ, - after that 
ye suffer awhile, make you perfect, establish, strength- 
en, settle you: to d» his will ; to whom be glory and 
do'fflinion now and for ever — Amen.' " 

, In the body, of the above paragraphs, the author had 
included, in a long parenthesis, a condensed argument 
against mixed communion ; which it has been thought 
best to detach from its original connexion, and pre- 
sent by itself. He urges his objections to mixed com- 
munion in the following manner : 

" 1. Because the union is broken and the' depend- 
ence lost between you and thenl, so ^that communion 
would be a shadow, without any proper substance — 
too pretensional for sacred and sincere Christianity. 
2. Because there is no discipline instituted amongst 
the denominations, the influence of which can preserve 
such an attempt,at communion from the grossest im- 
positions and wildest disorders ; and of consequence 
must be absurd, until some regulation h& estaTslished 
among the parties, and th«y all agree ' to walk by the 
same rale,' and 'speak the same thing.' 3. Because 
you and they are not, and in the present state or reli- 
gious aiFailB, cannot become, members together of the 
same body, which is a capital reqUfisition in the gospel 
to a meet communion. And, 4. Because the princi- 
ples and practices, which first produced, and still pro- 
long, the difference of denominational character among 
professed Christians, are so heterodox and discordant, 
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that the maintaining of the one is of necessary conse- 
quence the destruction of the other. To attempt com- 
munion in such a state of things, would be to form a 
religious chaos, and to promote envy and strife as the 
legitimate tendency. This may be exemplified im- 
mediately by reference to the ordinance of baptism : 
if the Pedobaptists establish their baptism as true, 
yours is absurd; but if yours be maintained as the 
gospel ordinance, then theirs is no baptism at all. It 
must then be improper and disloyal to attempt com- 
munion until these discordant principles are done 
away, and the parties conciliated in Christian lov 1 
and union." 

It. is now something more than forty years, since an 
effort was made to combine the strength of the denonj- 
•ination in Georgia for wise and benevolent purposes. ' 
J^t the session of the Georgia Association in 1800, the 
following interesting resolution was adopted, viz. : 
" Tiiat as a spirit of itinetacy has inflamed the minds 
of several ministers, who are desirous to enter into 
some resolutions suitable to carry into effect a design 
of travelling and preaching the gospel, a meeting be, 
and is hereby appointed at Powel's Creek, (Powelton) 
on JFriday before the first ^Sunday in May next, 'for 
that purpose ; that the same day be observed as a day 
of fasting and prayer to Almighty God for prosperity 
on the design, and for a dispensation of every new 
cpvenant mercy in Christ Jesus." 

This proposition, which we shall soon see, resulted 
in some important measures, originated with Mr. Mer- 
cer. In accordance with the appointment of the As- 
sociation, the meeting was held at- Powelton, and 
after consultation and prayer for divine direction, a 
8 
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letter was drawn up and addressed to the Association 
at its next session^ which " called the attention of the 
Association to the propriety and expediency of form- 
ing a Missionary Society in the state, for the purpose 
of sending the gospel amongst the Indians -bordering 
on our frontiers, which was unatdmously and cordially 
approbated." Thus it appears that our early fathers 
were men of a missionary spirit. 

Another ministerial conference was held at Powel- 
ton in May, 1802, to deliberate upon the subject of an 
Indian Mission, at which meeting it was proposed that 
a GeneraVCommittee of the Georgia Baptists should 
be fgrmed, consisting of three members from each 
Association in the state ; the leading object pf which 
should be to meet and confer with other Christian so- 
cieties? in order to remove differences, and if possible, 
bring al?out a more general and close union of real 
Christians on the principles of eternal truth." The 
Jareorgia Association, at its next session, approved of 
the recommendation, and appointed Elders Marshall, 
Walker, and Mercer, to meet that Committee at Pow- 
elton on Saturday before the first Sabbath in May,. 
1803. At that time and place, the " General Com- 
mittee of Georgia Baptists" was formed by some eigh- 
teen ministers. The leading objects at first were itin- 
erant preaching, and the establishment of a school in 
the Creek nation ; though at their next annual meet- 
ing, they enlarged their designs, and resolyed upon 
measures for the establishment of a Baptist College in 
Georgia. 

The legislature of the state refusing to grant a col- 
lege charter to the ' Baptists, the General Committee 
was much discouraged and crippled in the prosecution 
of its benevolent designs : still it continued to hold its 
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«.:iimaA meetings for several years, for the purpose of 
devising and, executing liberal plans for Zion's en- 
largement. Spealsing of the sul^ect of this biogra- 
phy, says Mr. Sherwood, !' he was a master spirit in 
the doings of the -General Committee from 1802 tp its 
dissolution about 1810 ; was frequently the Secretary, 
always in attendance, and in 1605, wrote the circular. 
In this he overthrows the cfbjections against the efforts 
to establish, a college, and against a ministry of more 
improved m^inds. He was then laboriag shoulder to 
shoulder with Sanders Walker, Abraham Marshall, 
James Mathews, JJosa, Bledsoe, Talbot, Holcombe, 
Clay, G-eorge Franklin, Benjamin Mosely, and other 
choice spirits, the fathers of the denomination in the 
state, men friendly to missions and 'education; but of 
late years the charge has been publicly made, that 
missions and education were new schemes, apd that 
Jesse Mercer, in patronizing them, had abandoned th« 
scriptural path, and the doctrines and practice of those 
who fognded and nurtured our chUrche^ in early 
times." , 

Our sketch of Mr. Mercer's useful services would 
be very imperfect without referring to his connexion 
with the %Baptist Convention of the State of Geor- 
gia." The germ of that body seems to have been a 
resolution drawn up by Mr. -Sherwood, and presented 
by Charles J. Jenkins to the Sarepta Association at 
its session in 1820, and which, with a slight amend- 
ment, was adopted in the following words : " Resolv- 
ed, that we suggest for our own consideration, and 
respectfully that<of sister associations in this state, the 
propriety of organizing a General Meeting of Corres- 
pondence." The Ocmulgee Association approved of 
the design, and appointed messengers to meet such 
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brethren as ' might be delegated from other bodies^ 
The Georgia Association also, at its meeting in Octo- 
ber, 1821, was hig^^ly favorable to such an organiza-- 
tion, and- appointed messengers. The brethren ap- 
pointed by the two last named bodies, (the Sarepta 
having discovered at last that there was no need of 
such a meeting, and declining to send messengers,) 
met at Powelton in June, 1832, and organized them* 
selves in a formal manner as " The General Baptist 
Association of Georgia," and adopted a constitution. 
In 1826, the constitution was so modified as to admit 
delegates from Auxiliary Societies, as well as from 
Associations; and in 1828, the' name of the body was 
altered to that of " The Baptist Convention of the 
State of Georgia." 

The eleventh article of the Constitution explains 
the objects of the body ; and is in these words : '' The 
following are the specific ohjects of this body, viz. : — 
1: To unite the influence and pious intelligence of 
Georgia Baptists, and thereby facilitate tJieir union 
and co-operation. 2. To form and encourage plans 
for the revival of experimental and practical religion 
in the state and elsewhere. S. To aid in giving ef- 
fect to useful plans of the several Associations. 4. 
To afford an opportunity to those who may conscien- 
tiously think it their. duty, to form a fund for the edu- 
cation of pious young^ men, who may be called by the 
Spirit, and their churches, to the Christian- ministry. 
5. To correspond with bodies of other religious de- 
nominations, on topics of general interest to the Re- 
deemer's kingdom, and to promote pious^ and useful 
education in the Baptist denomination." 

The Convention, as has been seen, commenced a 
very feeble body; embracing only two of the Associa- 



JESSE MER.CEK. 157 

tions in the atate,(pne of which afte^rwards withdi;ew ;) 
•and its designs were looked upon with much indiffer- 
ence by a large portion of the churches- At length 
it encountered the most determined opposition, and 
even ^from some who at first approved of its plans, 
were active in its formation, and for a time in its sub- 
sequent support. But it has gradually, by the foster- 
ing care of heaven, advanced in efficiency and num- 
bers, until now it enjbraces amongst its constituent 
members, about twelve Associations, besides several 
respectable Auxiliary Societies. Eternity alone will 
reveal the good which has already resulted, and is yet 
to result from the labors of this active and useful 
body; yet it might not be improper, in this connex- 
ion, to glance -hastily at some of the more obvious 
fruits of its exertions. A permanent fund, of about 
'•$25,000 has been gathered up for education purposes ; 
about the same amount has been collected and dis- 
bursed for the support of Foreign Missions ; a con- 
siderable number of Domestic Missionaries have been 
employed in destitute sections of the country, - by 
whom an amount of, labor has been performed which 
would require the constant service of a single indi- 
vidual probably tweaty years, and by whose instni- 
mentality many churches have been established in the 
upper, western, and south-vi^estern portions of the 
state. Many hundred -volumes of valuable theologi- 
cal works have been put in the hands of our minister- 
ing brethren by the funds of the Convention ; between 
twenty and thirty beneficiaries have been sustained for 
longer x)t shorter periods at different institutions of 
learning ; and under the auspices of the body, a sem- 
inary for literary and theological instruction has been 
reared up with a respectable endowment, which has 
.already conferred great benefits upon the denomina- 
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tion and the country at large, and with the Blessing of 
the Almighty, will be a poweffiil auxiliary to the 
cause of religion and learning for generations to come. 
A mueh greater amount might hstvei- been accomplish- 
ed, if the entire denomination in the state ' had put 
forth their best endeavors ; but enough has been done 
to afford delightful evi&nce that God has approved 
of the labors of his servants, and to remind lis that we 
cannot place too high an estimate upon the toils and 
sacrifices- of our venerable fathers, who have bee» 
pioneers in this good work. 

Mr. Mercer was not, perhaps, as firuitfiil as some 
others in devising'new and important plans ; nor did 
he possess as much executive energy as some in car- 
rying forward a plan, in its perplexing details, into 
practical operation 5 but how few could judge with 
more accuracy of the merits of any scheme when pro- 
posed; or were more ready to sustain it in every' rea- 
sonable w^y, when it commended itself to him as wise 
and useful ; or by prudent and well-timed suggestions 
could more readily prune off excrescences, supply de^ 
fects, and thus mould it into a proper and practicable 
shape ; and at the same time defend it against the 
short-sighted judgment and eccentric zeal of its erring 
friends. It Was in this way, that he impressed his 
image upon all the leading measures of the conve»- 
tioi* ; thoroughly identifying himself in their devel- 
opmeEfe and successful progress,, and standing forth to 
view, in his wisdom, pl-udence, constancy, and untir- 
ing benevolence as, in a very important sense, the 
bright and strong centre of this useful and respectable 
body. He was regularly chosen the Moderator of the- 
Convention till the session of 1841, when his feeble 
health and domestic afflictions rendered his attendance 
impassible. He watched over the interests of the 
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body with untiring vigilance'; took every suitable op- 
portunity to explain its objects, and defend it against 
the assaults of its enemies ; never allowing himself to 
become damped in zeal, or alienated in feeling* in 
consequence of any difference of opinion which might 
exist between him arid his brethren; and never shrink- 
ing from any reasonable 'service, which might at any 
time be imposed upon him. He was a riiember, ex- 
officio, of the Convention's Executive Committee : 
the meetings of this body were frequent, anjd the busi- 
ness often laborious ; but on ^11 needful occasions he 
w^ ever found at his post. ' . « 

Mr. Mercer prepared and read before the Conven- 
tion (in 1825,) " An Exposition of the first seventeen 
verses of the 12th chapter of Revelation," which, in 
connexion with other essays presented at the same 
time, was published in paifaphlet form, and circulated 
pretty extensively amongst the churches. 

The pages of the Convention Minutes were often 
enriched by the valuable and important prodp.ctiona 
of his pen.. In the minutes of 1829, appears 'his 
" Dissertation on the Prerequisites to Ordination ;" of 
1830, an " Essay on the Sdrifptural Meaning and 
Manner of ' OrdinaPiojtf;" of 1831, a circular on the 
" Importance of an elevated standard of Christian 
Morality;" of J.833, a dissertation on "the Resem- 
blances and Differences between Church ' Authority, 
and that of an Association" The circular of 1831 
will be found entire in. a subsequent chapter of this 
work ; Some extracts will also be made from the es- 
says. It niay be proper here to state, that to the dis- 
sertatioh of 1833, as it was republished in the Index, 
there was appended a short " Essay on the Independ- 
ence qf the Churchei." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Mir. Mercer's efforts in behalf of education. — Mount Enon. — Co- 
lumbian College. — Attempts at co-operation with South Carolina. 
— Mr. Me^'cer's views on the subject. — His aid to Mercer Uni- 
versity. — iSrief history of the instilution;-^Pr<>ject of a college 
at Washington, WilUes co. — Sermon on Education. — Extracts 
from 'the same, and from Christian Index. 

The cause of education ever found in Mr. Mercer 
an able, indefatigable, and successful' advocate. IJis 
father, as we have seen, was an early and zealous 
patron of learning; and it may with safety b^ said 
that never,' for a moment, were his principles and ex- 
ample in this respect reproached, by his distinguished 
Bon. As a prominent member of the " General Com- 
mittee,'' he exerted himself to disseminate correct 
views on the subject amongst hie brethren ; and in 
,the attempts that were made to establish upon a per- 
manent basis' a respectable literary institution at 
Mount Enon in Richmond county, he took an active 
part. This academy was opened in 1S07 ; for seve- 
ral years it progressed with ■encouraging prospects ; 
but becoming at length encumbered with pecuniary 
embarrassments, it came to a sad and untimely end. 

The failure of the Mount. Enon enterprise cast a 
deep gloom over the prospects of education amongst 
the Baptists of Georgia ; bu^ this disaster did not in 
the vi6w of Mr. Mercer, diminish its importance to 
the interests of the denomination, and the general 
wielfare , of society. The Baptists, as constitutino- an 
important portion of the population of the country, 
and holding large pecuniary resources in their hands. 
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he conceived were under a commanding obligation to 
contribute their portiotj to the education of the pub- 
lic mind ; and deeply did he feel the necessity of their 
establishing seminaries of learning, which might af- 
ford to their' own children the means of a good edu- 
cation, and under sucb circumstances as would hatu- 
"rally prevent their becoming alienated fropi those 
sentiments which, as a Baptist, he considered in ac- 
cordance witli thfe word of God. Especially was 'he 
impressed with this importance of a well educated 
ministry. The progressive intelligence of society fur- 
nished, in his view, a strong reason why there should 
be a corresponding improvement on the part- of those 
who were to be the public instructors of the people 
in sacred things ; and he plainly foresaw', (what suh- 
seq-uent events have sadly verified in numerous in- 
stances,), that the superior intelligeiice in the ministry 
of other denominations, would give them the decided 
ascendancy in many of the most important places in 
the country, and that many of, the children of Baptist 
parentage, prefening the ministrations of educated 
men, though less inclined at first to their sentiments, 
would gradually attach themselves to their congrega- 
tions, and finally become identified with all their de-. 
nominational movements. And aside from all such 
considerations, he regaxded it a sacred scriptural re- 
quisition, that "the priest's, lips should keep know- 
ledge ;" that every minister -should,, if possible, ac- 
quire that general information which would tend to 
secure, for him respect and influence; and especially 
such an enlarged and accurate knowledge of the 
scriptutes, as would render him a workman that need- 
eth not to be ashamed, able rightly to divide the word 
of truth. After all, however, ardent piety in the minis- 

8* 
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try he deemed paramount to every thing else. A 
graceless preacher was, in his estimation, a character 
to he abhorred; None were more anxious than he 
to guard "by every possible means, the avenues to 
ministerial preferment agaimt the intrusions of those 
who,' from carnal, sordid, earthly motives, would 
thrust themselves iirto the sacred desk. If at any 
time, persons have uttered or eMtertain§d a differeiit 
opinion in regard to Mr. Mercer in this respect, they 
have most egregiously mistaken his principles. 

From the first, he was much interested in the ef- 
forts which were made to establish a college in the 
District of Columbia. His name was enrolled 
attjongst the trustees of the "institution; in the midst 
of its long and distressing embarrassments, he clung 
to it with a steadfast affection, and contributed to its 
support with a bountiful hand. Seldom, if ever, was 
an appeal to him for assistance made in vain. And 
in no small degree may it be attributed to the exam- 
ple and influence of Mr. Mercer, that such liberal con- 
tributions were raised in the state of Georgia in aid 
of the college. He deemed it the true policy of the 
denomination to concentrate much of their bounty 
upon this institution until it should be raised above 
its embarrassments, and secure an ankple endowment ; 
fearing that the many local movements which were 
commencing in many of the states, would greatly 
cripple its operations, if not hurry it to certain ruin. 

The Baptist State Convention of South Carolina, 
which originated about the same time with that of 
Georgia, took early measures to establish a literary 
and theological institution. It viras the anxious de- 
sire of many that Georgia might be brought into co- 
operation with that state in' the support of this impor- 



JBS8E MEKCBR. 163 

tant measure ; and several inefl'ectua,! efforts were 
made to this end. Mr, Mercer.^though he considered 
the effort premature, was, on the whole, favorable to 
the linion of the two states in this enterprise, provided 
it could be secured on proper principles, well satis- 
fied that concentrated action was far preferably to that 
isolated policy which was beginning too generally, to 
prevail. His views, however, were not favored by 
his Tsrethren. Insurmountable difficulties, growing 
out of local, state partialities, on both sides of the Sa- 
vannah, prevented that co-operation which was in it- 
self, so important and (iesirable. In the foUcfwing let- 
ter addressed to a ministering brother, Mr. Mercer's 
sentiments on some of these ■ points are clearly ex- 
pi^ssed. 

" Washinglmit March lUh, 1831. 
"My dear Brother M. 

" There is no saying more true, (for it is truth it- 
self,) than that of our Saviour, ' out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speEiketh.' No wonder, as you 
are recently from South. Carolina, and yet full 'of 
South Carolina matters, especially those of vital im- 
portance, whether there or here, that you should 
stick; to your old objects, 'like a puppy to a root.* 
And such adherence to good objects is not to be ridi- 
culed by the odious epithets df 'bigotry or selfish- 
ness' But to be more serious ; on the subject of 
yours of the 4th inst., I had been addressed by brother 
Manly before the S. C. Convention, and Knee. I 
have answered him, and can only say to you that I 
am of opinion that union of effort in the education 
business would be more efficient : and, taking an ab- 
stract view of the subject, I am fully of the belief 
that it would be best to unite ; and taking a singl* 
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view for myself alone, I am on that side. But Still, 1 
am very doubtful whether it is practicable. In ihe 
first place, Georgians are like other peoplej selfish, 
and vain in their imaginations, and I am slow to be- 
lieve they would be gotten to agree to give their mo- 
ney for a union institution pf any kind. But secondly, 
1 fear if it was attempted on this side or on that side 
of the river Savannah, we could not agree in the pro.- 
visions, objects, and minutiae of the institution. There 
is a still greater diflSculty with me, one evil into which 
our brethren are constantly running; 'tis one for 
which the people of this country are said to be fa- 
mous, that is, ' to be always doing too much or too 
little.' It is to me certain we all are not yet pre- 
pared to do what each is disposed to do. I have al- 
ways been opposed to ^3aese forward steps. I was 
opposed to the commencing the Furman Academy, 
because the Columbian College was not settled firmly 
on its base. The same difficulty is yet on hand. If, 
when that institution was undeitaken, all had con- 
tinued at the wheels, it might now have been a flour- 
ishing college. But New- York must have its Hamil- 
ton College, Massachusetts its Newton Theological 
-Ingtitution, Virginia its College, South Carolina -its 
Furman Academy, and now Georgia must have its 
Working Establishment, &c. &c. ; and I know not 
what next. The proposals as laid down by you and 
brother Manly are fair, quite fair; but it might prove 
a great inconvenience to one or the other. If we lae- 
' gin together, it must be near the river. Now suppose 
this should be broken up in a few years, and South 
Carolina, or Georgia, should begin to ' nib for herself,' 
in what an awkward situation would it leave the 
other ? in a much worse than if the connexion had 
never Existed." 
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Prom the foregoing letter, as well as, other letters 
inserted in a previous chapter, it appears that the es- 
tablishment of a manual labor school had become a 
favorite scheme with many of the Baptists of Geor- 
gia. At the annual meeting of the , Convention at 
Buck Head, Burke county^ in April, 1831,. the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted : "JReselved,. that as soon 
as the funds will justify it, this Convention will estab- 
lish in some central part of the state, a Classical and 
Theological School, which shall unite agricultural la- 
bor with study, and be opened for those only prepar- 
ing for the ministry." At the next meeting of the 
Convention, the plan of the institution was so amend- 
ed, as to admit others besides students in divinity, 
under the direction of the Executive Committee. 
. Although this plan did not originate with Mr. Mer- 
cer,* and he feared that the movement on the part of 
his brethren was rather premature ; yet no sooner had . 
their wishes and purpose been definitely expressed, 
than he embraced the enterprise with his accustomed 
promptitude and zeal, and frota the very first became 
one of its most devoted and munificent patrons. In- 
deed, the part which he took in the nurture and en- 
dowment of this Institution, may be considered -the 
most important and prominent of the many and use- 
ful benevolent services of his whole life. As it was 
determined by his. brethren that the seminary should 
bear his honored name, and froin its first establish- 
ment it engaged his unremitted solicitude ; as very 
much of its respectability and success, (whatever they 
may have been,) must be attributed to the liberality 

* The plan seemecl to have originated with Mr. Sherwood. In 
1832 Mr. S. established a small manual labor school on his ovfn 
premises, near Eatonton in Putnam county, by way of experiment. 
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of his contributions, and the wisdom of his counsels ; 
and as it was constituted, by his last will and testa- 
ment, the principal heir of his large estate, it would 
seem proper that a more particular account of its 
origin and early progress should be imbodied in his 
biography. The writer feels happy in being able to 
present this account in the langua,ge of that worthy 
and indefatigable brother, when for seven years pre- 
sided over the Institution with uncommon ability and 
success. The following extracts are from Mr. San- 
ders' " Valedictory Address, delivered before the 
Trustees, Faculty,Students, and Friends of the Mer- 
cer Utiiversity," 12th December, 1839. 

" The origin, the design and the progress of our In- 
stitution to its present state, may be proper subjects 
of reflection on this occasion. At a meeting of the 
Baptist Convention of this State in 1829,it was report- 
ed that a Brother Josiah Penfield, of Savannah, hav- 
ing died, had left a bequest of $2,500, to aid in the 
education of poor young men preparing for the Min- 
istry, and to be under the direction of that body, upon 
the^ condition of their raising an equivalent sum for 
the same object, the interest oply of which should be 
used. The equivalent was at once subscribed by the 
brethren and friends present, although it was not un- 
til the beginning of the year 1833, that the legacy was 
paid over to the Convention, and the equivalent made 
collectable. 

" In prospect however of realizing this amount in a 
short time, and already in the possession of small 
sums received from Associations aildr benevolent so- 
cieties for the same object, it was thought expedient 
by the Convention in 1831, to establish a school, The- 
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ological and Literary, connected vsdth mantral labor, 
at as early a period as practicable, in some convenient 
and central part of the state. To effect this withont 
delay, the Executive Coiiimittee of the Convention, 
whose province it is to transact all its business during 
its recess, vt^as directed to procure subscriptions, to 
examine lDcations,j to' receive propositions, and to re- 
port to their next annual meeting. 

" At the meeting of the .Convention in 1832, a sub- 
scription of $1,500 ■ma reported^ and the respective 
advantage of a variety of locations that had been ex- 
amined. The one we now occupy was selected, the 
purchase ordered to be made, and the school to be 
gotten into operation, if practicable, by the beginning 
of a new year. The Committee, vrith whom it was a 
maxim ' not to go in debt,' speedily n>ade the best ar- 
rangements the means in hand would admit. These 
arrangements consisted of two double cabins with a 
garret to each, for dwelling,, for dining, and for study, 
for both teachers and students. With these limited 
accommodations and with ong assistant, I opened the 
Institution in January, 1833, with thirty-nine students, 
having thirty-six of them to board in my own family. 
Among. those were seven young men preparing fear 
the Ministry. 

" I shall ever remember, with lively emotions of 
pleasure, the patience and cheerfulness with which 
the students of this year sustained the privations and 
trials, -to whicli they were subjected by their cramped 
circumstances. They may be truly said to have borne 
hardness like good soldiers. While living as in a 
camp in their midst, and burdened with the charge 
and responsibility of the Literary, Theological, labor- 
ing, and boarding departments, I found no little sup- 
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port in all my cares and labors, from witnesMng, that 
while they lived upon the cheapest fare, had no place 
for study but the common school-room, no place to ' 
retire to for rest but a garret without fire in the cold- 
est weather, and labored diligently three hours every 
day, no complaint was heard, but that the most entire 
cheerfulness ran through all their words and actions. 

" In a word, those favorable indications of the suc- 
cess of-the enterprise, soon began to inspire its friends 
with confidence, and .to animate their efforts for the 
extension of its advantages. An amount was soon 
raisied to erect another laxge wooden building, vyith 
eight comfortable rooms for dormitories, and a brick 
basement for chapel and school-rooms. 

"The second year's operations were commented 
with increased accommodations, with an additional 
teacher, and eighty.students, seventy of whom boarded 
in commons. IJuring the second and third years, the 
building of a larger and comfortable dwelling, a com- 
modious dining-room and two society-halls, abundant- 
ly increased both the comforts and conveniences of 
the Institution. 

" Thus did its interests advance from year to year, 
by the multiplication of its friends, and the- increase 
of their bounty, under the superintendence of a Com- 
mittee; whose watch- word was, ' Owe no man any 
thing,' until 1837, the fifth year of its operations. 
During this year, two circumstances occurred to give 
a strong impulse to the advancement of its prosperity. 
Just at this period, a project tiiat had been gotten up 
for a Baptist College, to be located at Washington, in 
Wilkes county, was relinquished, after nearly one 
hundred thousand dollars had been subscribed for its 
accqmplishment. This event was promptly improved 
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by the Executive' Committee of thp Baptist Conven- 
tion, charged wiSi the interests of this Institution, and 
a resolution w^as at once passed by them to elevate it 
by the addition of a Collegiate Department. An 
agent was appointed to obtain, if possible, a transfer 
to it of the sums that had b,een subscribed to the con • 
templated college at Washington. In the execution 
of this labor he was peciiliarly successful, and to the 
Convention of 1838, he made a report of the transfer 
of between 50 and $60,000. 
. " During this year also, a town was laid out around 
the Institution, and named after the donor of the first 
contribution, which had laid the foundation for its ex- 
istence. Several thousand dollars worth of lots were 
at once sold, with a condition prohibiting the admis- 
sion on them of gambling-houses or tippling shops, on 
pain of forfeiture of title. The number of lots sold, 
as well as the prices, were abundantly increased-by a 
judicious arrangement of the Committee appropriating 
$3,000 of the avails, to build a Female Academy in 
the tovni. 

" Arrangements were now also made 'to have the 
Male Institution transferred to a separate Board of 
Trustees, to be appointed by the Cx)nvention once jn 
three years, and required .to make annual reports of 
the state of the Institution. By the Convention of 
1838, thp,t Boajrd was appointed, and shortly after met, 
and organized, and made the necessary arrangements 
for the commencement of the operations of the Insti- 
tution in its elevated character, under the title of the 
Mercer University, in the '^beginning of the present 
year. That board I now have the pleasure to address. 
It is well known to many of you, my brethren, with 
what doubtful apprehpjjsions of duty, and .with what 
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consequent reluctance, I gEtve up the more general 
and active labors of the Ministry, to take upon me the 
charge' of this Institution in its infancy.. Yielding, 
however, to the strong impressions of my brethren, 
that, as its more immediate and especial design was 
for the improvenient of the Ministry, it would afford 
one of the best opportunities of promoting Ministerial 
usefulness; and encouraged moreover, by my own 
convictions of the importance of early attention to the 
religious sentiments, and ideas of duty to be enter- 
tained by young men entering into the labors of the 
Ministry ; I eventually consented to take charge of it, 
until a suitable opportunity might be presented of 
having the office supplied by another. 

"After laboring six years in the complicated, op- 
pressive, and responsible duties of Principal of all the 
departments of the Institution, and after it had, in the- 
disjensation of Divine Providence, been so promoted 
as to justify the division of its several departments, 
and the appointment of a separate officer to the charge 
of each, I supposed, the occasion had occurred that 
would justify my retiremient. I consequently availed 
myself of it, and obtained your acceptance of my resig- 
nation. But, being unable to procure the services of 
the officer of your choice to preside over the Literary 
department, I was again induced to consent to your 
wishes, in assuming that charge, tilljthe office could 
be otherwise satisfactorily filled. 

" The desired arrangements have now been made. 
You have been able, in all departments, to obtain the 
services of officers of proven abilities to fill their re- 
spective appointments, and I now with pleasure again 
resign my charge into your hands. In retiring from 
your service as an officer of the Institution, permit 
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me to assure you, that the testimonies, which I have 
received from time to time, of the satisfaction which 
my services have given, hav6 constituted no small 
share of the rewardof my lahors. 

" Permit me hei-e to recount some of the principles 
upqn which youi? Institution was first organized, and 
on which it has since been conducted by its founders ; 
principles which have no dtoubt contributed eminently 
to its past success, and in favor of which evident indi- 
cations of Divine approbation have been manifested. 
In the first place,^ it was a principle •with them to de- 
liberate matiirely on every subject of investigation, 
and to examine well the ground about to be occupied, 
before they took" their position. So far from being 
hasty in their cbncliisJOHS, or rash and precipitate in 
their acts, they took care to satisfy themselves ftllly 
with regard to the merits of every subject that pre- 
sented its claims to their attention, before they put 
forth their labors in its behalf. 

^ " This they did, not from a belief in the pernicious 
doctrine, that a good end -will justify any' unhallowed 
means. Such a doctrine they would have individually 
spurned, however it may be entertained by some great . 
men of the day. But this they did, from the convic- 
tion that it is the duty of rational and accountable be- 
ings, to have their principal, energies directed towards 
the accomplishment of great and important objects, 
that they may the. better obey the injunction ' whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.' 
This principle they by no means overlooked' in the 
subject of our present reflections. ' As a Classical Ed- 
ucation of candidate^ for the ministry had long been, 
and still was, reprobstted by many, it was the more 
necessary that they shQxlld make a careful and tha- 
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rough examination of the subject, before they engaged 
in its promotion. But the more carefully and tho- 
roughly they examined it, they were but the more 
fully persuaded, that it was an object worthy of the 
prayers and labors of all the friends of God or, man. 
Their efforts therefore, liiade in the prosecution of this 
object, have not only been with an approving con- 
science, but with unrelaxed" energy and ardent prayer, 
arid have not' been in vain in the Lord. 

" Although since the origin of this Institution, there 
have been but few among us entering the ministry, 
yet it has, no doubt, been the means of abundantly 
enlarging the sphere of usefulness of a portion of thaj 
few, not only from our own state, but also from neigh- 
boring states. It has aided abouttwenty young breth- 
ren in their preparation for their labors, and fifteen 
of them gratuitously. Several of these are now en- 
gaged acceptably and successfully in the field of labor. 
Their efforts haye already been abuhdantly blessed, in 
promoting revivals of religion in the different sections 
of country to which they have been called, as well as in 
advancing the benign objects of christian benevolence. 

" 2d. Your Institution has also been built upon the 
■faith of that divine principle of truth, ' that except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.' 
Its founders have not stopped at making sure of a 
good object and then laboring diligently for its ac- 
complishment. In all their efforts, they have ac- 
knowledged God, and sought his blessing in earnest 
prayer. How often and how fervently have they, in 
the language of the pious Psalmisty prayed, 'Estab- 
lish thou the work of our hands upon us, yea, the 
work- of our hands, establish thou it.' And the Lord 
bath graciously heard their prayers, and wonderfully 
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giretrfted their desires, and exalted their Institution to 
an elevation of character and usefulness, transcending 
in so short a time, the most sanguine anticipations of 
its warmest friends. In retrospecting its history, we 
ar^ called, upon to recognise the hand of God, not 
only in building up the interests of the Institution, 
Etnd giving it favor- in the eye of the people, but more 
particularly in the frequent revivals of religion, with 
which he has been plea^d ' to visit it ; and these, 
mostly through the instrumentality of the young breth- 
ren here preparing for future labors in the ministry. 
Here the Lord has said to them, cast in your nets for 
a draught, and in "so doing, they have enclosed, to 
their astonishment, a multitude of fishes. This they had 
little expected, and have been willing to receive it as 
a divine acknowledgment of the acceptance of their 
labors. It has become to them a verification of the 
promise, ' and, loJ I am with you always,' and an an- 
tepast of the blessedness of an instrumentality in the 
salvation of ' immortal souls. By the founders and 
contributors to the institution, this may be regarded 
as a demonstration of the importance of the work in 
which they are engaged, as an expression of the di- 
vine approbation of the labor of their hands, and a 
striking evidence of the answer of prayer. To all 
future officers, members and patrons of the Institu- 
tion, it affords a lively encouragement to labor with 
diligence, and to pray Tvithout ceasing. 

"It is a heart-cheering subject of contemplation, 
tha.t but one year out of seven has passed away with- 
out more or Igss religious revival among the students ; 
and that, nearly one hiUhdred of them, have here 
hopefully been translated from the kingdom of dark- 
ness to that of light; some of whom are already ac- 
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lively engaged in the labors of the ministry. Who 
can tell the influence these may have on the destinies 
of the world, through the instrumentality of their la- 
bors and their prayers f 

" 3d. Another principle, early laid down and firmly 
adhered to by the founders of your Institution, was 
' to keep out of debt.' The Convention of 1832 
passed a resolution, ' that no debt shall be contracted 
by the Committee or Truste,es on the credit of the In- 
stitution, without funds in hand to pay ; otherwise, in 
every such case, it shall be on tlieir own individuaJ^ 
responsibility.' The wisdom of this policy cannot bo 
too highly appreciated. 

"Mount Enon in our own. state, and the Colum- 
bian College in Washington City, were beacons of 
warning for our denomination ; and well have they 
improved the melancholy lessons of instruction that 
had here been taught them. - Instead of embarrass- 
ment, and perplexity, and loan, and abatement of 
funds by usury, you have now before you, the free 
and unfettered use of all the property and funds, of 
your Institution. 

* * * • « 

"4th. Another important principle with the found- 
ers of your Institution, was, ' to go morejor substance 
than for show, and more for sense than sound.' In 
digesting systems, in erecting buildings, in arranging 
studies, in selecting teachers, in a word, in every 
operation of the Institution, this principle has had its 
influence. J.X. was the high consideration in which 
this principle was held, that recommended so strongly 
to them the manual labor system of education. They 
could readily see that if thoroughly carried out, it 
was well calculated to make effective practical men : 
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men, not only able to understand, but also able to 
perform whatever service might be necessary to pro- 
mote the interest of their country or their ovni pros- 
perity. It is on this principle, that the instructions of 
the teachers have been addressed to the understand- 
iiig of the pupils, and not merely to the mempry, and 
that public examinations have been required to be 
thorough and undeceptive ;^and on this principle it is, 
that more attention has been paid to the solid branches 
oft mental and moral- improvement, than to any of the 
forms of fashionable etiquette. 

. " The result has proved that honesty is the best 
pjlicy ; that however the world may labor to deceive, 
it is not willing tq,be^ deceived; and that its imitators 
in hollow" show, are not the objects of its confidence 
and respect. AVhile on this subject, I wpuld remark 
that if I have understood the views of this board, 
they are in entire harmony with this principle ; - that 
they consider it a matter of more importance to have 
good instructers, than fine buildings ; that the eleva- 
tion of character and usefulness of a college depends 
more upon the talent and leapiing '^and moral princi- 
ples of its faculty, thaii on the number and splendor 
of its edifices." 

Mr. Sanders was succeeded in the presidency of 
the Institution by Rev. Otis Smith, who conducted its 
affairs for the three successive years. The Rev. Mr. 
Sherwood, now President of 'Shurtleff College, Illi- 
nois, was for some time connected with the Institution 
as Theological Professor.* It has been highly grati- 

* Besides the individuals already named, the following have been 
connected with the Institution for longer or shorter period?, as in- 
structers: E. Moyer, J. O. M'DanicI, John F. HiTJyer, W. D. 
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fying to tie friends of the University, that the num-' 
ber of theological students has of late increased, thus 
brightening the hope of realizing the accomplishment 
of the most prominent design for which the Seminary 
was founded. Qn. account, however, of the l|ite un- 
paralleled pecuniary embarrassments of the country, 
the destruction of the principal building by fire, and 
other causes, the Institutiqp has been much impeded 
in its operations ; yet it would be wrong to relinquish 
the hopes which its past success has inspired j aijid 
still more criminal for the denomination to withhold 
their vigorous support from a seminary so needful for 
their prosperity, and upon which so much prayer, and 
labor, and pecuniary bounty have been bestowed. 

In the preceding extracts from President Sanders' 
Address, atod also in one of Mr. Mercer's letters to 
Mr. BoUes, in the 6th chapter, there is referepce to a 
plan for a time entertained, of establishing a Baptist 
college at "Washington, "Wilkes county. This was 
suggested to, the minds of one or two pious brethren, 
at that place, upon;. the final, determination of th^ 
Presbyterians to 'establish their Institution at Med- 
way (near Mill^dgeville) rather than at "Washington, 
thqse two places being strong competitors for the 
honor. Mr. Mercer favored the suggestion, and indeed, ' 
sustained it with a zeal and devotion uncommon, 
even for himself. It was, however, feared by maJiy 
that the Mercer Institute and the Baptist College 

Cowyry, J. W. Atlaway, Robert Tolefree, A. Williams, R. J. Mil- 
ler. The present faculty are as follows: Rev. John L. Dagg, 
Professor of Theology and President pro tem. ; B. O. Pierce, 
Professor of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry , S. P. Sanford, 
Prof. Mathematics! Rev. P. H. Mell, Prof. Languages; T. D. 
Martin, Tutor. 
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could not both be properly sustained at separate loca- 
tions ; and at last it was resolved by a majority of the 
Trustees of the College, that the project should be 
abandoned, and the charter given up. Seldom, if 
ever, was Mr. Mercer knovra to inanifest so much 
sensitiveliess and mortification at any decision of his 
brethren. It was evident that a gourd had been 
sthitten, in whose shade at least in anticipation, he 
had rpclined with^ uncommon interest and delight. 
And it was a rare occurrence indeed, that the opinion 
and 'influence of. Mr. Mercer should be overruled in 
any matter in which he had taken such a decided 
stand. Under suc^, circumstances, some men would 
have become permanently alienated from the councils 
of their brethren, and settled down into a state of sul- 
len disquietude, if not of disgust. Not so Mr. Mer- 
cer. He acte# the part of a truly magnanimous 
christian. " I cannot work alone," was his emphatic 
declaration, " I must go wiih my brethren;" and be- 
fore the close of the year he subscribed Jive thousand 
dollars' ioT the endowment of the':Collegiate Depart- 
raent at Penfield.^ From that, time he turhed towards 
the institution in its remodelled character, the full tide 
of his good feelings a,nd princely munificence; thus, 
presenting an example worthy the consideration of 
all, especially of such as are ready to falter and draw 
.back, if "in alt things they cannot have their own way. 
It would be tedious to. enlarge'upon all the useful 
services rendered by Mr. Mercer to this impor-tant 
Institution, aside from his numerous and liberal con- 
tributions. His frequent visits to the field of its ope- 
rations, and often when he was oppressed with bodily 
infirmity ; his cheerful conformity to the genius of 
9 
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the establishment at its first origin, when, for example 
Bake, and to relieve others pressed with many carei, 
he would stoop down and Tnakc up his own bed ; his 
unwearied attention as a member of the Executive 
Committee, and of the Board of Ti-ustees, to all ne^ 
cessary business ; his calm and patient endurance in 
times of trial ; his wise, seasonable, and apparently 
indispensable counsel in matters of special doubt and 
difficulty ; his many and fervent prayers, in which he 
would so feelingly and appropriately seek the direc- 
tion of the Father of Lights, and commend the Insti- 
tution to his Almighty protection — all these things, 
and many more which might be specified, are deeply 
engraven upon the minds of his surviving coadjutors ; 
and as they rise up to recollection, cannot fail to re- 
mind them how highly they were favored whilst they 
enjoyed his presence and aid ; and how much they 
have lost by his lariiented death. The beneficiaries, 
and other students in the seminary, will long remem- 
ber how often his venerated form was seen in their 
midst; with what tender care he watched over their 
welfare ; and how often and how affectionately he 
urged upon them his rich, paternal counsels. 

In speaking of Mr. Mercer's exertions ig behalf of 
the cause of education, a reference might be proper 
to a valuable discourse on this subject, which he de- 
livered before the Convention in 1S34. ^ It was pub- 
lished by request of the body, and is entitled " Know- 
ledge indispensable to a Minister of God." It is 
founded on a selection from the 4th and 6th verses of 
the 6th chapter of 2 Corinthians. " Approving our- 
selves as the ministers of God—^by knowledge." In 
this discourse, two important questions are discussed : 
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"1. What ktimvledge is -necessary to a minister of 
God V 

"2. Mow is it attainable ?" 

* <» « « 

As to what knowledge is necessary to a minister of 
God, the author remarks, " To this inquiry we unhesi- 
tjatingly answer — The Knowledge of the Truth. 
For we kfiow of no truth, the knowledge of which 
would be unimportant to a minister of God. We 
should like, dear friends, you would now throw your 
thoughts over the universe, and see if you can dis- 
cover any truth which would be unnecessary to be 
known by a gospel minister. If it should be said by 
any, that it ought to be restricted to the knowledge ot 
the truth as it is in Jesus ; then we answer again, 
that we know of no truth.whieh is not in Christ Jesus, 
The scriptures declare, fit pleased the Father that in 
him all fulness should dwell.' He it is ' that filleth al\ 
in all.'' ' He is head over all things to the church.' 
An.d ' by him all things consist.' — Then we ask, what 
, truth is not in Christ Jesus ? But the whole may be 
summed up in the Knowledge of God find his uiorJcs. 
— Nay, God is only to be known through his works 
of nature, grace, and providence." ' 

, * * * # - * * 

" We conceive a thorough knowledge of Qod in 
his natural and moral perfections, (on which the scrip- 
ture places, the' highest vajue,) is of the utmost im- 
portance to the minister, to fill him with a holy rever- 
ence, and to guard him against fanciful constructions 
of scripture, ^nd the forming of false systems of theol- 
ogy. The standard of truth is in the God of truth. 
The most fruitful source of error is ignorance, or 
vague notions of God. But if God be truly known 
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and kept in view, it regulates all the thoughts of the 
heart, and fixes the sentiments of the soul according-, 
ly^ Whatever, therefore, is in strict accordance with 
Gpd's nature and perfections, must be truth ; and 
whatever is inconsistent therewith, howfiver plaiisiible, 
must be false." 

In considering the question, how is this knowledge 
attainable? the author makes some plain common- 
sense observations. A few sentences only can Jbe co- 
pied. " This knowledge, then, we say is to be attain- 
ed only by a close appHcation to the study of the works 
of God. • 

#««««„ 

"It is to be sought as silver. How"' do men act, 
when they lay themselves out to get money ] Why, 
they engage in some mechanism, profession, merchan- 
dise, or agricultural pursuit, in which they ply them- 
selves with untiring mligence to gain their object ; so 
all good men, but especially ministers of God, ought 
to apply themselves to the acquisition of knowledge-- 
But Solomon uses a bolder comparison. He says, it 
must be searchednfor as for hid treasures. Here 
reference is had to the anxiouS splicitade — the patient 
and indefatigable perseverance, with which men dig 
after the precious metals and other valuable sub- 
stances, hid in the bowels of tiie earth ; which can be 
better conceived than described. But as knowledge 
is more precious than silver, or gold,, or rubies, it 
ought to be sought not oijly vdth equal, but superior 
appHcation and untiring diligence ; and then we have 
the encouraging prqmise of attaining the precious 
boon. And here we would ask, why God hid his 
most precious natural treasures in the bowels of the 
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earth, or rather why hfe did liot spread them over its 
face, so that the inhabitants of the world might just 
go out and gather up what they needed, as the chil- 
dren of Israel did the manna round about their tents 1 
Why, for this simple reason, it did not suit his plan. 
He formed man for labor, and constructed every- 
thing accordingly : so that if man obtained them, he 
should dig deep for them : and the harder for the 
more precious. — And thus, says Solomon, in the ac- 
quirement of knowledge,-' This sore travail hath Grod 
given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.' 
And it is* evident^ that the most deep and valuable 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are gained by the 
most patient and persevering efforts of the mind." 
* * # * # 

*' Jude, in describing these same persons, [false 
teachers?] says, v-erse 10, ' These speak evil of those 
things which they know not; but what they know 
naturally, as brute 'beasts, in those things they coiTupt 
themselves.'" / 

" Here observe, these false teachers are reproached 
for knowing nothing, hut what they know naturally, 
as bmte Heasts. — In order, brethren, to perceive the 
full force of the contempt "and derision thrown on these 
pretendei teachers by the apostles, it is necessary to 
conceive rightly, how . natural brute beasts acquire 
knowledge — namely, by instinct, or the force of hab- 
it. — Now, theiij it is plain that these apostles thought 
it ridiculous for any .man to pretend to be a teacher 
who knows notkingjhut what 'he knows naturally as 
brute beasts, by infusion or force of custom ; without 
an effort of the understanding, or the exercise of the 
reason. 'Tis true, a man residing in a learned com- 
munity, will drink in the knowledge of the society he 
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keeps, and may seem to be learned ; at least he may 
use many learned words ; but not having exerted his 
understanding and reason in obtaining it, but having 
received it as a brute beast does, cannot use hjs know- 
ledge understan'dinjgly, but rather as parrots :do, and 
therefore is ever subject to expose himself, and the 
cause he attemptsto advocate, to contempt, and his 
hearers to deception. The Lord save us from an ig- 
norant ministry!" 

In the conclusion of the discourse, the authoi- an- 
swers some objections. 

"But objection is made to schools for the educa- 
tion of young ministers, on the ground that the in- 
sixuction afforded is human learnings lo see "the 
weight of this objection, it is requisite to know what 
the objectors intend yrf human learning. If they 
mean instruction in human inventions, in which the 
knowledge of Grod and his works are not taught, then 
we join heart and hand vrith them to put it down : 
but if they intend to object to all learning, whiph is 
received by human instrumentality, then we mOst sin- 
cerely pity them as ignorantly opposing the institu- 
tion of God ; for we think no man can read the scrip- 
tures, and not see that God reqiiires- knowledge to be 
imparted from the parents to the children, and from 
the wise to the simple. But we presume the objec- 
tion proceeds altogether from a mistaken notion of the 
nature an I design of the instructions given iti those 
schools. They have heard' of geography, geology, 
chemistry, history, astronomy, philosophy, Eind theolo- 
gy; * * * but what i& the study of these, but the study 
of the works of God, in creation, and pi evidence, and 
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grace 1 For instance : Is the earik the Lord's ? Ge- 
ographi/ describes it, in its extent, with its diiferent 
soils, climates, and productions — its inhabitants, with 
their various religions, laws, and customs. 

" Geology gives a view of its state, and teaches the 
nature of its pebbles and mighty rocks, stupendous 
mountains and majestic seas : wjiere the wonders of 

God are seen. 

. _ ■ ■ »»■ . » 

" Chernistry enables us to discover and separate 
the peculiar properties of all natural bodies, and learn 
their various uses. 

-.f - r 

• . " History teaches us the events of time — the rise 
and downfall of nations and kingdoms, together with 
a^minute account of those facts which have transpired 
under the providence of God, in the successive gene- 
lutions of earth; so indispens|ible to a right under- 
standing of scripture. 

",Astr<momy teaches, us of the heavenly bodies — the 
sun, moon, and stars— their:, distances, magnitudes, 
and velocities — ^^wherein is declared the glory of God, 
and shown his handiwork. 

" Philowphy teaches the nature and reason of 
things. It is the system in which general causes and 
eifeicts are explained ; and mind, both human and di- 
vine, with all its natural properties and moral powers, 
is examined and exhibited in its digijity, beauty, and 
moral excellence. 

, " Theology teaches of divine things. It is the stu- 
dy of the Bible— ^a critical, examination into its laii- 
guage — the modes and figures of speech employed in 
ife— -the manners and customs p^ the times in which it 
was written — and the best rules of construction, in 
order to come at the truth, taught in that sacred 
volume. 
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" Thus- you see, brethren, the instruction given, 
under these and such like heads, in the schools, are 
not .about the invevtions and theories of men of corr 
rupt mjnds, but of the truth of God as displayed in 
his works of nature and grace ; and as such proper, 
that the mind of a minister of God should be deeply 
imbued with it. 

"Again, objection is' made' to the Convention, as 
opposing a call to the ministry, and designing to rear 
wp a set of graedess preachers. In reply to thp first 
cause of complaint, we say the Convention believes 
that no man ought to attempt, or be encouraged to 
preach the gospel, until he has a full satisfaction in 
his awa conscience, that God requires it of him, and 
can afford his brethren the same satisfaction in regard 
to it. And as to the sjpcond, we say, that- one of the 
first requirements for amission is, that the applicant 
must be licensed .to preach by the. church of which 
he is a member. Mid, be approved by surrounding 
^hurches— so that if the Convention should unfortu- 
nately contribute to raise up a set of graceless minis- 
ters, the churches shall share in the first blame. 

"And now, dear brethren in the ministry, let us 
enjoin on you the acquisition of knowledge ; by the 
right use of which you may approve yourselves as the 
ministers of Gpd. We urge this on you, that you 
may understand the Bible — the Bible is a learned 
book, and cannot be, understood Tvell without much 
pious knowledge and. learning. He who now ad- 
dresses you regrets that he knows so Mttle of the Bi- 
ble. After reading and studying it for near half a 
century in some sort, he has to make this humbling 
confession, that he knows to his shame, comparative- 
ly but little of the Bible. This he does not say for 
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his own sake, but for yours, young brethren, that you- 
may devote your youthful days to the acquisition of 
all possible useful knowledge. Give yourselves to 
reading and study, that you may be approved unto 
Gfod, and that your profiting may appear to all; to 
the honor of God and the advancement of the king- 
dom of Christ. Amen." 

A few remarks of* Mr. Mercer on the subject of ed- 
ucation, which appearecf under the editorial head of 
the Christian Index in "August, 1834, will close this 
cliapfer. 

" Education is not, in the least, designed, so far as 
we Itnow, aniong Baptists, by any who are engaged 
to promote it in the ministry, to usurp the place or 
take the power of any of those gifts, talents, or mental 
endowments which God by his holy Spirit imparts, 
end without which no man has any right to pretend 
to be -a minister of God. But only to assist him, in 
those qualifications' which it becomes him to possess, 
in order to discharge the duties incumbent on him by 
the gifts and appointment of God. Can ministers be 
considered, in regard to divine influence and power, 
what a cork is to the stream on which it floats — ^hav- 
ing no care, no interest, no duty or concern as to how 
their tflinistry is performed ? Or are they to be view- 
ed as ambassadors, whose duty it is to prepare for, 
and endeavor to perform the duties of their appoint- 
ment in the best manner possible 1 The scripture 
will decide the question in the afiirmative in accord- 
ance witlf the voice of reason and common sense. 

" Education is in nowise designed as a mere en- 
dowment or accomplishment, whereby the man by 
9* 
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die use of high and learned words, may raise the ad' 
miration of his hearers; or by the excellency of 
sp'^ech and enticing words of man's wisdom, gain the 
applause of the great of the world. These are mo- 
tiv.es utterly unworthy the minister of Christ. But to 
enable him, in the use of right words, to set forth the 
truth to Jiis fellow men, in the most plain and forcible 
manner, ^e consider education to the minister, 
what clothes are to a man. They have no power in 
them to make the man, yet they are very necessary 
both to his comfc?rf, and to render him acceptable to 
his fellow men. So education is very necessary to 
the happiness and acceptance of a minister in the 
course of his ministry. Suppose God was to call a 
poor young man to go and preach the gospel ; and he 
had no suitjible clothes, nor means to get them, would 
it not be right for his brethren who were able, to sup- 
ply them ? ' Doubtless it would. So also, should Grod 
call a poor young man destitute of the learning which 
■vfrould render him an acceptable preacher, would it 
not be proper to putTiim to reading and study, in or- 
der that his profiting tnight appear to all ] 

" Again : The minister is a workman for God, and 
words are Ms tools. A mechanic, to do good work, 
must have a variety, and a knowledge of the use of 
topis. So a minister, to do good work in preaching 
for God, raust have a fund, and be acquainted with 
the right use of words. But how shall he attain to 
this right use of words, unless he studies it 1 Does 
God give the knowledge of language now 1 It would 
seem that many think, the less a man is educated, the 
more plain, forcible and useful he is as a 'preacher ; 
but the fact is exactly the reverse. It ought to be ap- 
parent to every one, that the less a man knows, the 
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poorer must be his stock of words, and the less tiis 
capacity to use tlietn advantageouslys • The man -of 
understanding and wisdom alone can use knowledge 
aright. He that knows the power of words,! can use 
them to express his ideas plainly ; and this is the pro- 
per use of education. The learned minister of Qfod, 
under the influence of a right spirit, will use his knovy- 
ledge to present truth, not floridly, hut cleaifly ; not 
in the eloquence of human wisdom, hut in the simph- 
city of demonstration, commending himself to every 
man's conscience in the sight of God. 

" We close these remarks by saying, that the argu- 
ment drawn from the gifts and promises of Grod to in- 
spired men,ixi favor of the advantages of ministers now, 
is, in our judgment, a very deceptive one ; because 
the aiialogy is.not true. Pi-ophets and apostles^ doubt- 
less had a peculiar degree of inspiration, by which 
their writings constitute the inspired sckiptures ; 
but will any man pretend that ministers are now in- 
spired so that their sermons may with equal propriety 
be styled inspired sermons ? If so, the scriptures are 
not the only Tule of faith and practice, but these ser- 
mons have equal claim, i. We think the absurdity of 
such a sentiment will fully refute the argument, and 
lead us to depend alone on the holy scriptures for all 
our knowledge of the mind and will of God, in all 
matters of faith and duty." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Mr. Mercer's efforts in the Missionary cause. — Formation of the 
Powelton Mission Society. — -Mission Board of tlie Georgia Asso- 
ciation. — Mission to theCreelcs. — His favorite argflment for Mis- 
sions. — ^Letters in defence of benevolent plans, from the Index.— 
Lfetter to Mr. Shuck. — To Mr. BoUes on the Abolition Excite- 
ment. — Remarks from the Index on the same subject. — His kind 
feelings towari|s the northern brethren. — Skeleton of a Missionary 
Sermon. — Letter on the " Imprisonment of the Missionaries lo 
the Cherokees." 

The blessed cause of Missions was ever dear to the 
heart of Mr. Mercer. It might be said that he was, 
in truth, an active and efficient domestic missionary 
for nearly thirty years, a large portion of that time 
being actually spent in itinerant labor. An interest 
in foreign missionaiy operations was roused in his 
bosom at an eariy period, by the accounts which 
reached this counlry through Rippon's Register, in 
relation to the labors of tlie English Baptists in India. 
After the return of Mr. Rice ftom the East, he soon 
caught the fire which was scattered abroad by that 
wonderful man, and communicated it to his churches. 
Thence the sacred leaven soon found its way into the 
©eorgia Association. In the minutes of that body fot- 
1814, is found the following record: " According to 
a suggestion in the letter from the Whatley's Mill 
Church, Brother Mercer presented and read the Cir- 
cular and Constitution of the • Savannah Baptist So- 
ciety FOR Foreign Missions,' and then moved for 
the approbation of the Association, which was given 
most wiUingly and unanimously. Whereupon it was 
thought proper to recommend the subject, for Us evi- 
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Aent importance, to the consideration of the churehes ; 
and Friday before the first Sabbath in May next wa8 
named as a day on which all, who were individually 
disposed, as welL of other Associations as our own, 
might meet at Powelton, in Hancock county, to fwm 
a Society, and digest a plan to aid in the- glorious 
efibrt to evangelize the poor heathen in idolatrous 



" Pursuant to this notice, a number of brethren and 
fKehds assembled at Powelton on the '5th of May, 
1815, and formed " The Powelton Baptist Society for 
Foreign Missions." Of this highly useful aiid respect- 
able Society, Mr. Mercer was President, and Gov. 
Rabun, Recording Secretary. The amount raised 
the first year for- missionary piirposes, was nearly five 
hundred dollars. The following is the conclusion of 
a brief account of the origin and first year's operations 
of the Society. " In the conclusion of this brief 
^ketch, the Board of Directors cannot forbear ex- 
pressing their gratitude' to the Father of Mercies, thab 
puccess has attended their exertions, far beyond their 
most sanguine expectations; and although the friends 
and patrons of the Institution have been obliged to 
encounter the frowns of some and the prejudices of 
others, we still believe the cause is God's, and must 
ultimately prevail. For we recollect, that when the 
Lord inspired his people with a disposition to rebuild 
his temple, he inspired the hearts of many others to 
assist in furnishing the means : And notwithstanding 
a Sanhallat and Tobiah were permitted again and 
again to hinder the work, yet the most ample success 
crowned the efforts of the feeble few. '• And can we 
believe that less certainty will be manifested in thfe 
erection of the great spiritual temple, the materials of 
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which are now scattered abroad in all parts of the 
world 1 No ; We cannot, we will not indulge the un- 
generous thought, )out will rather look forward and 
hail the approach of the glorious period, when the 
great trumpet shall be blownf, and those who are 
ready to perish shall come .from the east and the west, 
and from the north and the south, and shall sit down 
at our Emmaaiuel's feet, and learn and feel his grace," 

The same year, (1816) the Georgia Association 
uaanimousli/'agieed: to co-operate with the Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions, and resolved itself into a 
body for Missionary purposes, and appointed a Com- 
mittee, of' which Mr. Mercer was chairman, to digest 
rules for -its regulation; to address a circular to the 
churches upon the interesting and important subject, 
and to hold correspondence with the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Board. - 

At the session of 1816, the above named Commit- 
tee reported a system of Rules for the regulation of 
the Missionary operations of the body, which with 
some amendment were adopted. By these regula- 
tions, the Association was required to choose annually 
seven Trustees, to be denominated " The Mission 
Board of the Georgia Association," and to be, a' 
component member of the General Missionary Con- 
vention, and also the organ of domestic missions, ac- 
cording to the openings of Providence, the means in 
hand, and the instructions of the Association ; or as 
their own judgment might direct from time to time. 

The Mission Board, regularly appointed in accord- 
iance with the above regulation, prosecuted its busi- 
ness with much success for many years, assisted ii) 
the establishment of a Mission amongst the Creeks, 
received and disbursed considerable sums of money, 
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kept lip a correspondence with the General Board, 
and presented to' the A8sj)ciation from year to year 
spirited and animating reports t)f their proceedings, 
and of the general condition of the cause of missions. 
Mr. Mercer was uniformly appointed as a member of 
this Board, was generally its PresideHt, and invaria- 
bly ohe of its most liberal and efficient supporters. 
In 1820, and 1826, he represented this body in the 
General Convention. At length the Georgia Associa- 
tion concluded to dispense with the separate agency 
of their Board,- and merged their operations in those of 
the State Convention. 

In 1820 a plan for Indian reform was organized 
under the direction of managers appointed by the 
Ocmulgee, Georgia, and Ebenezer A.ssociations. 
These managers were denomitlated " The Board of 
Trustees of the co-operating Baptist. Associations^ for 
instructing and evangelizing the Creek Indians." Of 
this Board, which continued in operation some years, 
and at one time had several missionaries in its em- 
ploy, Mr. Mercer was an active member, and for a 
while, the coiTesponding, secretary. 

Mr. Mercer often preached on the subject of mis- 
sions, to his churches, at the anniversary meetings of 
the various' associations which he attended, and at 
other convenient times on his numerous excursions 
through the country. Multitudes will long remember 
with what sweetness, pathos and power he would ex- 
patiate upon -the last commission of the ascending 
Saviour, and point out the future glories of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom, as delineated on the pages of 
prophecy. Upon many portions of Isaiah he dwelt 
with peculiar delight. A very favorite argument 
with him, was one that he drew from. Acts 13 : 47, 
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compared with Isa. 49 : 6. " Notice," says Mr. Mer- 
cer, " the language of Paul and Barnabas after having 
declared that, in consequence of the wilful rejection 
of the word of God -by the Jews, they would turn to 
the gentiles, they add, ' For so hath the Lord com- 
manded us ; saying, / have set thee to be a light of 
the gentiles, that thou shouldest he' for salvation unto 
the ends of the earth.' Now observe, that what these 
inspired men present to our view in the form of a 
command, we find in Isaiah, from which they quote 
it, in the character of a simple prediction : we have, 
therefore, inspired authority for this inference, that 
old-testament prophecy is new-testament command. 
Thus we are to regard all the predictions of the 
projhets in relation to the advancement of Christ?s 
kingdom, and the salvation of the world, as invested 
with the power and authority of divine commands, re- 
quiring us to labor and pray for their accomplish- 
ment." To one who beheld imbodied in every line 
which exhibited the future triumphs of divine truth, 
the majesty of unalterable law, who heard, as it were, 
the commission of the Saviour, "go ye into all the 
world, and f reach the gospel to every creature" burst- 
ing from the -lips of every prophet who had spoken of 
the glory of the Messiah's kingdom, the bible must 
have been indeed a missionary hook ; and the indi- 
vidual that would act in accordance vidth such con- 
victions, (and so did our venerable father,) could be 
nothing less than an untiring and zealous defender 
of the missionary cause. 

Strange to tell, there have been many opposers. 
Some of them, Mr. Mercer had reason to fear were 
influenced in their opposition by unworthy motives ; 
but as many honest and pious persons were led astray 
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by the unscriptural arguments, erroneous statements, 
and unhappy examples of their leaders, he did not 
deem it an unworthy or needless service to meet, both 
frsm the pulpit and from the press, the various cavils 
and pretended arguments which, from time to time, 
had been raised against the missionary enterprise. 
Its opposers, with strange misconception, or as some 
would think, ^ith strange efirontery, claimed for 
themselves the honor of being primitive or old school 
Baptists ! How just and honorable their high claims 
appeared under the scriptural arguments and histori- 
cal facts poured upon themSby Mr. Mercer, need not 
here be stated. He that may have sedh a millstone 
fall upon the little moth, oi^the swollen torrent bear- 
i'ag away upon its wave the trash of a summer stub- 
ble field, can well understand the merits of this con- 
troversy. 

From a series of letters, published in the Index 
early in 1836, for the purpose of meeting the inqui- 
ries of a christian brother, the two following are se- 
lected. They do not seem to be confined to the mis- 
sionary cause exclusively, but embrace the various 
objects of benevolent effort. 

"Dear Brothek, A» 

" In my- last to you, I proposed to'make ' the new 
schemes and their tendencies' the subject of a future 
reply ; and now I proceed to the performance of it. 
" It is plain, from a review of H.'s inquiries, that 
hsf-^ newmovem,eMs—^new pldns-^^Tid. new schemes' he 
intends the various social operations of these days ; 
such as Bible, Missionary, Tract, Sunday School and 
Temperance Societies. These are considered as emil, 
not only in themselves, but because they are «ew.— 
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Hence, they of the opposition, call themselves • Old 
School Baptists' But such an insinuation indicates 
the. belief, not only that the Baptists had, in their ope-- 
rations to further, instrumentally, the kingdom of 
Christ in the earth, attained to perfection ; but a la- 
mentable want of scriptural knowledge. I suppose, 
.hoyvever, the first -will not.'be seriously pretended; 
and by the latter, it will be shown that the path-way 
of the Lord's people through the wilderness of this 
world, is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day ; (Prov. 4 : 18) ; and that 
in the ages to come — the< dispensation of the fulness of 
the times, God will make known hy the Church, his 
manifold wisdom ; or the, exceeding riches of his 
grace by new and increased labors. (Eph. 2:7. 3 : 
10.) There will then, be something new constantly 
transpiring. For instance, when the mountain of the 
Lord's house, (or the church,) shall he established in 
the top of the mountains, and all the nations shall 
flow unto it, (Isa. 2 : 2,) there will be something new ! 
And when ^the Mngdom,s of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ ; and Ms 
dominion shall be^from sea to sea, and from the river 
to the ends of the earth;' then will there be some- 
thing new ! (Rev. 11 : 15. Zech. 9 : 10.) Moreover, 
when the earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
and glory of.Ci-od, then there will be something glo- 
riously new ! (Isa. 11 : 9. Ps. 7S : 19.) 

" Again ; when ' Israel (the church,) shall blossom 
and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit,'— 
there will have been don^ something new. (Isa. 27 : 6.) 
A.nd when tJie church shall have enlarged the place 
of her habitations, and broke forth on every side, so 
as that her sons shall make the desolate cities of the 
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gentiles to be inhabited by the redeemed of the 
Lord ; there- will- have been done something glori- 
ously %ew / And. when the people of the saints ,of the 
Most High shall take the kingdom and possess it, 
because it shall he given to them, in the- greatness 
thereof, under the whole heaven ; then there will have 
been done something wondtously new ! (Dan. 7 : 18 
. — 27.-) God declares emphatically, ' Behold, I make 
all things new !' An^ it must be very evident to any 
sobei: bible reader that new things will be .transpiring 
in every generation of men, until the ^final consumma- 
tion of all things. And if will. be.jas readily seen, 
that as new dispensations succeed each other, and as 
changing vicissittides arise, it will be indispensable <o 
concert -plans of action to suit the ex;igencies of the 
times and accomplish those things which may be re- 
^quisite f&r the carrying forward of the cause of Chrjst 
in the earth. It is obvious too, that, no community 
can move in concert in the performance of any work, 
but hy counsel. Solomon says, ' W^^i's no pounsel is, 
the people fall : and without counsel purposes are 
disappointed: but in the multitude pf coujisellors 
they are established — there j| safety.' (Prov. 11 : 14. 
15.: 22.) If Christ has constituted his people the 
light of. the world, and commanded them to let their 
light, «o shine; or to make known the riches • of ,hJB- 
grace among all {nations for obedience to the faith ; 
and at the same time to wage an interminable war 
with the powers of darkness ; it follows, as a matter 
of necessary consequence, that they must meet in 
Convention, and by wise counsel adopt such plans as 
shall be judged best adapted to effect the objects ip 
view. Accordingly, the Apostles assembled at vari- 
ous times, passed resolutions for different purposes j 
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and finally they in conference assigned to each other 
their sphere of labor in eflfectuating their Master's 
great command ; "Go ye 'into the world and preach 
the gospeito every creature." See Gal. 2:6 — 9. 
Those useful schemes or plans of op'erationj which 
were established in his day, Paul enjoins it on Titus 
to urge and affirm constantly, that they who -have be- 
lieved in God might be careful to maintain good 
works. — And again ; ' Let ours also learn to maintain 
good works for necessary uses, that tJi,ey be not un- 
fruitful.' (Titus 3 :''8, 14.) Now, what are these ^oo<Z 
-worJcs, which are to be urged on. the observance of the 
brethren wdth so much care, but those plans or institu- 
tion^, which were established as best calculated to pro- 
mote the general interests of the kingdom of Christ, 
and the good of all men 1 And what is it to maintain 
these good works, but to give aid and support tolhem, 
so that the ends proposed may not fail 1 But without 
counsel purposes are disappointed, and the people 
fall t ! If this be true, should not our brethren, who 
oppose in toto, the schemes of benevolence now in 
operation, feur the consequences of their own te- 
merity? But why do they oppose them? Is it be- 
cause they are calculated to do evil ? Is it because 
it is an emZ work to supply tBe unregenerated world 
with the bible — or to endeavor to send the gospel 
hy the living preacher (as near eis can be come at, 
called of God to the work) to all the nations of the 
earth, that they may he saved, (1 Thes. 2 : 16) — or to 
write pieces on important subjects, and send them 
abroad'; or" to direct them to certain individuals — or 
to combine to raise our children in the nurture and 
admonition of the "Lord — or to unite to suppress ini-. 
quity in any shape ; but especially in that odious and 
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most desttuctive form — Drunkenness I Surely not ! ! 
Perhaps they will say 'yes ; we will have our 
churches and associations ; but we will have nothing 
to do with these socdeties.f That is, they wdll have 
nothing to <Z(j in pTjblishihg the word of God to the 
world — nothing to do in furjiishing a preacher to those 
who sit, in the- region and shadow of death, thajt they 
may hear of a precious Saviour, believe and be,sa,ved ; 
(Rom. 10 : 11, 15.) nothing to do \r» giving' ^hem any 
means, not even a 1;ract by which they may he saved ; 
(Rom, 11 •: \^:\)— nothing to do, in having their chil- 
dren taught in the scriptures by suitable teachers in 
Suiiday schools— wai^iMg" to do'va. reforming the in- 
temperate, or in majiirig an effort to save a poor de- 
luded and ii^atuated ' fellow man from a drunkard's 
grave, and a miserable family from ruin. 1 ask in the 
name of common-sense, — What will they do 1 

".But, pressed for time, and perceiving that I shall 
stretch out my xeply too long, I beg leave to pause 
here, and make ' the tendencies' thesubject of a sepa- 
rate number. 

" I am, dear Brother A'., 

" Yours, truly, 

"Jesse Mercer." 

"Dear Brother A. 

r " I procee4 to consider some of tjjei supposed 
tenden<%es of the ' new £che|nes,' patronized in our 



" Jt is asked ' whether they have not unifomaly op- 
erated to produce dissatisfaction,, and destroy fellow- 
ship 1 I think it quite probable they havB ever had 
this tendency zV a greater or less degree^ ~ -.,'■ 

" The new, movements of bur Lord aiid his apostle?' 
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had this tendency. The nature and influence of his 
i^iracles induced many to become Christ's disciples j 
but when they heard his doctrine of salvation by, grace 
alone, and his requisitions of self-deiiial and practical 
godliness as indispensable to discipleship ; they were 
offended, and went away and walked no more with 
him. Christ told his disciples not fo think that he 
Was come into the world 'to sena. peace ; hut rather 
division — a sword. (Matt. 10 : 34. Luke 12 : 51.) 

"But why was all this ? Because, riot only that 
the unregenerate heart of proud man, could not sub- 
mit to his doctrine of the new birth ; but also many 
of the religious Jews, however pious, were not pre- 
pared to admit his ' new measures ; and therefore op- 
posed^ them, they being of the old Mosaic school. 
And we find that, the same spirit of opposition to the 
new schemes and movements of the' apostles, to carry 
out the commands of their Lord, to establish his king- 
dom in all the world, was ever and anon stirring up 
strife and exciting contentions and divisions amongst 
the chiirches. ,„ ^Although the prophets had before de- 
clared that the name of the Lord, should be mad« 
known in all the earth, 'by the rising Of Zion, to whose 
light the Gentiles 'should come, and kings to the 
brightness of her rising; (See Isa. chapters 42 aSld. 
60) and Christ had in accordance therewith, com- 
manded his disciples to preach his gospel to the ends 
of the earth ; yet, such was their overweening pre- 
possessions in favor of Judaism, that they strenuously 
opposed every attempt to preach the gospel to the 
heathen that they might be saved. F6r instance ; 
even Peter was so prejudiced against going to the 
Gentiles, though his Lord and Master had commanded 
him (With the rest) to go into all the world and preach 
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the gospel to every creature, that a vision from heaven 
must descend to convince him of his duty ; and when 
by this extraordinary occurrence, he ww constrained 
to go, on his return to Jerusalem, his brethren called 
him to a severe account for it. 

" Novv it is quite evident that the apostles called a 
convention, and held a conference on this subject, 
(Gal. 2 : 6, 9;)i and when they perceived tha,t'it was 
the will of God, and' that he had called Paul and Bar- 
nabas to that work, (a fact not to be overlooked,) they 
gave them the right 'hand of fellowship "that they 
should go untQ the heathen ; not only as a token of 
approbation but of confirmation. Nevertheless, there 
was opposition still. For while Paul was at Ephe- 
8U8, he says (1 Cor. 16 : 9,) ' a great door and effectual 
if opened unto me, and there^ are many adversaries' 
And in Thessalonica the Jews rose n^fordidding the 
apostles to preach to the Gentiles,^ that they might be 
saved. (1 Thes. 3 : 16.) And still more pertinent — 
There were certain brethren^ who went among the 
Gentiles for Christ's sake, taking not,hing'of them for 
their support : whjpm Gains had received and relieved., 
For this act of benevolence, Gaius is commended very 
highly by. the ■ Apostle John (3 John;) and then he 
adds, ' We therefore, ought to -receive such, that wc 
might he fellow-helipers to the truth' Receive such. 
How % but as Gains had done ; affording , them that 
support, they had refused to take of the Gentiles ; or 
else how shoiild we, in receiving them, he fellow-help- 
ers to the truth, in their ministry 1 The apostle wrote 
to the church on this account, no doubt stirring them 
up to this duty. But there was one Diotrephes, who 
loved to have the pre-eminence among them, received 
not the apostle, in this apostolic letter, nor these mis- 
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sionary brethrea, and forbade ithem that would have • 
received them, and cast them out of the church. How 
picturesque ! How often has this high handed oppo- 
sition been acted out in more modern times 1 How _ 
many letters and other writings on missionary sub- 
jects, have been-refused a reading, and thrown under 
the table \ , How many of the brethren, of the effort 
caj^, have been refused the use of meeting houses, 
and cast out ; or excommunicated as far as practica- 
ble, by declarations of non-fellowship, &Ci % AH such, 
I take to be of the -household of Piotrephes. How- 
ever, I cannot envy^ thei:^^ pre-«minence arising 'from 
this relationship ; but rather give me an humble con- 
nexion with the excellpnt Demetrius. 

"But do, the preachers, vc^o are opposed to these- 
new flans, preadi the same doctrine that Abraham 
Marshall and Silas, Mercer did ? I presume they do, 
essentially preach the same doctrine, ydth this shade 
of difference ; they are more generally on the doctrme 
of the covenant and predestination, and less practical. 
But I believe the soundness of their faith hajS never 
been called in question; But do the advocates of 
these ' «eM wjouewjerefa' believe and preach as did those, 
able ministers of the New Testament \ I think they 
suhstoflitiglly. do. With this difference ; they do not 
preach as controversially as some of those venerable 
ministers did, because there is not the same cause for it 
now, as in their day, vvhen the fundamental principles 
of the Baptist faith were assailejl, by all the force of the 
Arminian host. But do you preach as you jised to do '? 
This question I have answered several times in the 
Index ; and if it was not believed then, why ia it asked 
again % But for the gake of those who may not have 
given themselves the. trouble to read heretofore; or 
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who may not have noticed it, I repeat, that I have 
undergone no fundamental change in /aith from my 
forefathers. I believe now, and always preach in per- 
fect accordance with the faith adopted by the Georgia 
Association, ajid from her (so far as I am informed) 
the other Associations in the state. But is not the 
preaching of those who advocate the new 'plans, too 
practical, too Arminian ? I do not think so, I speaJc 
as to the 'grea8''body of those who are the advocates 
of the .benevolent operations of our day. Of injdivid- 
uals'I cannot say any thing. By far the great major- 
ity of those etigaged in benevolent efforts are strictly 
Calvinistic. I use this word in its common accepta- 
tion. Those professedly Anrdnidn, are far in the rear 
of the Calvinists in those operations, And I suspect 
the idea, that , the patronising of the benevolent iasti- 
tutions tends in the least to arminianism, has been 
gotten up from some isolated cases, of persons being 
suspected, of arminianism, being very active in advo- 
cating these measures ; and not from any solid ground. 
" It seems to be taken for granted that all those 
venerable fathers, who founded the Baptist denomi- 
nation in this state, were as stern calvinistic preachers 
as are the opposiers of the new plans. But this is alto- 
gether a mistake. Some of them were so — seemed 
to be set for the defence of the gospel. Of 'these, Si- 
las Mercer and Jeptha Vining we.re the chief. Abra- 
ham Marshall was never considered a predestifiarian 
preacher. To use his own figure; he used to say, 
' he was sllort legged and could not wade in^uch d.eep 
vyater.' He, with several oiiers, was cSiisidered 
sound in the faith, though low C^vinists^ Peter Smith 
and some others were thought ra,ther Arminian j some 
quite so. But no division was thought of till Jeremiah 
10 
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Walker adopted and pteached openly the doctrine of 
final apostacy. Then a division ensued; but soon 
after the death of Mr. W., the breach was healed. 
And here it may not be amiss to add,"liat the Baptists 
■ in the upper parts of South Carolina, in those days, 
comprehended mostly, it is believed, in the" Bethel 
Association, were general provisiohists. I think the 
most of their ministers preached what is now called 
General Atonement. But this was never thought of 
as a bar to correspondence, or even Christian commu- 
nion. Well, then, if there is no fundamental differ- 
ence between the opposers and the advocates of the 
new plans, why not unite? I know of no substantial 
reason why they should not. I believe the firiends of 
benevolent societies have never agitated or even 
wished a. division with their brethren on account of 
their not ■ seeing proper to patronise these societies. 
And I am not- able to see any thing in these benevo- 
lent Institutions which can justify their opposers to 
declare non-fellowship with their advocates. Nor do 
I believe that any will pretend that these operations 
are wicked in themselves ; but when they condemn 
the prompters of them, it is by censuring their motives 
or designs, so as to make them wicked. But as in 
doing this, they break one of the laws of Christ, they 
must account for it at his bar. , ^ 

" Is there no way for the Baptists to come together 
and be united ? I think there -is. ' Let them love as 
brethren ; and not judge one another any more, but 
judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling-^block, 
or an occasion to fall, in Ms brother's way.' But how 
would a convention of all the churches do 'i If such 
a conference, or a meeting of the principal ministers, 
could be had in the spirit of meekness, I should hope 
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It might have a good effect. At Jeast it would be 
worth the trial'. But this has been already proposed, 
again and again, and nothing has been done ! 

" In conclusion, I say for myself, that it appears as 
if the Lordllad in his righteous displeasure, shut us 
lip in prison houses, so that we cannot come forth ; 
Or hasmixed a perverse spirit in us, because he wili 
destroy us. It is high time we should humble our- 
selves under his mighty hand, and besef ch him to 
take away from us an evil heart of -unbelief, and' put 
into us alright spirit. Let all who have hearts to do 
60, remem'ber thef first Thursday in April next, the 
day set apart by the Georgia Association, and con- 
curred in by the §arepta, as a day to afflict our souls 
on this very occasion, and implore of the Lord his re- 
storiiig mercy and cheering grace, 

" In hope of better times by the Grace of God, 
" I am, dear Brother, yours, in 

*)* " Christ Jesus our Lord, 

vf" "Jesse Mercek." 

Mr. Mercer watched the progress of our Foreign 
Missionary operations with the liveliest interest, held 
frequent coiTespondence with the leading members 
of the Board, of which he was the honored, President 
from 183Q, till the meeting of the Triennial Conven- 
tion in 1841, and into whose treasury he poured his 
bounty with an unsparing hand. 

A Jetter addressed to Br. Shuck, of the Chinese 
Mission,, 'through the columns of sthe Index, may be 
■ properly introduced in this place. 
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" fVa»kinglon, Ga. Afril 6, IS3S. 
"IteAR Brother Shuck, 

" ' As cold -waters to a thirsty soul, so is good 
news from a far country:' so your very kind letter 
from Macao, (China,) refreshed and comforted niy 
"spirit. I hastened to lay it before the readers of the 
Christian Index, and suppose a few words in reply 
will not bi^ less acceptable throogh the same medium 
to you, and riiay he gratifying to them. Truly the 
short ' acquaintance and intercourse' had at Rich- 
mond, (Va.,) were pleasant and interesting, and left 
an impression on my mind, which has led me to read 
in the Rdigious Herald all the conunwnications from 
you witb paFticnlar interest. It was peculiarly en- 
gaging to my feelings to witness with what devoted- 
ness and disinterested zeal, yo«i and others appeared 
before the Board of Missions to make known the im- 
pressions which had led you. to the conclusion, that it 
was yowr duty,, Jrom the Lord, to engage in the min- 
istiy ; and especially those, which disposed you to a 
foreign field, where you mig^ 'preach among the 
Gentiles the u&searchable riches of Christ.' And this 
you did, withimt asking or receiving a promise of one 
jot or tittle of earthly emoluanent. All you askedy 
and all you received, was the approval of the Board, 
and a promise of aid and'sv/pport ! 

" It is truly a consideration which ' affords no small 
gratification to know' that throHgh the providense of 
God, oceans and continents have made us antipodes, 
yet we 'can meet at a common Mercy Seat,' and there 
enjoy ' intercourse and commune vrith ea«h other m 
prayer,' and by writing those thipgs, which .the grace 
rfGod has wrought.by and in us, for tlie furtherance 
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of his cause on earth, and which lead ' thp soul in holy- 
contemplation towards the brighter developments of 
celestial' bliss,' where personal intercourse and enjoy- 
ment will be uninterrupted and eternal. 

" I consider it an ansazing wonder, my dear brother, 
■* a consideration of overwhelming and painful interest, 
that while the hearts of so many thousands in Ameri- 
ca, (and other Christian countries,) beat high with a 
Christian's joy, and swell wilii a Christian's hope,' so 
little is felt for the millions (of China and other na- 
tions) who are sitting in the regions and shadows of 
death, and perishing for the lack of knowledge! If, 
that ' some (men) had not the knowledge of Gi-pd,' was 
spoken to the shame of Christians in Paul's day, what 
mustlse spoken of Christians in these days ! O, when 
will Christians wake up to the importance of ' keep- 
ing the commandments of God !' And it is .still of 
more amazing and painful concern, that so many pro- 
fessed Christians,' like the Jews in Paul's time, rise 
up 'JbrMdding us to preach (the gospel) to the Gen- 
tiles, that' they may be saved.' 

" I agree with yoa, that every church should act as 
a missionary isociety, and thai if, at the concert meet- 
ings, some one or two of the members would prepare 
themselves to .make some brief remarks relative to 
some case, history, or interesting incident of the mis- 
eioiiaries, it would give a ' heightened interest' to those 
njfefetings, and to the cause of missions generally- It 
would also excite attention to the history of mission- 
ary operations^ as they transpire. We need very 
much in our denomination an Mcreased' taUe for read- 
ing. Any thing which would tend to iiici«ase this 
desire, would benefit the cause, by developing and 
rendering familiar, the labors, difficultifis, waA sitaa- 
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tions.of the Missionaries; and doubtless, at the same 
time enfcffce the moral and personal obligations of 
givi:ig the gospel to the Pagan world. 

" I rejoice that the prospects before you were en- 
couraging — that you have made such progress in the 
acquisition of the language, as to be able to write a 
ti-act in Chinese, which was soon to be published. 1 
have great hope, by the grace of God, on the circula- 
tion of tracts. They are silent and unobtrusive, and 
will 'get admission where a Missionary would be re- 
jected. I am happy also to learn that ' the PortUn- 
giiese government has sjjmewhat altered its policy,' 
so that Missionaries can now reside in any of the pre- 
cincts of the ' Celestial Empire.' Those parts where 
the prohibitory laws of the Emperor cannot affect the 
cause are so extensive;, that if the word of the Lord 
should take deep root in them it would easily spread 
. into the interior. Bi;t why speak in. this casual strain ] 
He who- touches the mountains and they smoke, and 
the hiEs and they skip, can say to the haughty and 
imperial Throne of China, ' be thou removed,' and it 
shall vanish away like smoke^ or yield obedience at 
once to the King of nations 1. 

" I am- acquainted vidth Brother I. J. Robert^. 
While I wish him all grace and success in his under- 
takings, I can but regret his isolated condition. If 
tha Board should make Macao a permanent station, 
(and under existing circumstances I see no reason 
why they should not,) I trust you may find in him a 
true yoke-fellow in the great cause of evangelizing 
(by the blessing of God on your labors) the Chinese, 
and bringing them to the obedience of faith. 

" As to sending you inore laborers from Georgia, it 
would rejoice my heart to see many young men rising 
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up, like the zealqus and devoted Isaiah, and saying- to 
the call of Grod, each for himself, ' Here am I- — send 
me !' But alas ! we haye a great deficiency of pious, 
devoted, and faithful ministers in this state, and there 
seems little spirit of prayer in the , churches, to the 
Lord of the harvest, that ^he, would send laborers into 
his harvest, which is truly large. 

"It will give me ple^fure to send you, my brother, 
a;hy thing-j— Minutes, and the Index, which may afiFord 
you and those with you, any consolation or strength. 

" With Sister S. I have^no acquaintance, but what 
I have gained from her letters, &c.^ — but it has been 
quite sufficient to give her an interest in my best 
wishes for her happiness ' and prosperity- in the great 
enterprise in which she has, as your help meet, en- 
gaged. My most sincere gratulations to her and Bro- 
ther Roberts. May grace, mercy, and peace be with 
you all, and give yousuccess, is the prayer of one who 
is deeply interested in the Missionary enterprise. 

"Jesse Mercer." 

The movements of the Abolitionists, which at one 
time seemed to threaten the disruption of the north 
and south, gave him much concern. ' He looked upon 
the separation of , the denomination as a result greatly 
to be deplored, inasmuch as it must necessarily em- 
barrass, to a fearful extent, our foreign missionary op- 
erations, and portend great evils to our common coun- 
try. In a letter to Mr. Bolles, he expresses his senti- 
ments on this exciting subject with great candor and 
freedom. 
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" Washi7igton, Oct. iUt, 1840. 
"Mt Sear Brother. Bolles, 

"Yours irom Philadelphia was duly received, 
and I was gratified in reading its contents. I have 
also received an address to the missionaiies, the sen- 
timents of which I approve. I have all along intend- 
ed to write, but continued and increased affliction has 
led to procrastination ; and so it is, I have not under- 
taken it till now. But now it seems to be. imperious 
on me to speak. The address of the Anti-slavery 
Convention held in New- York last spring, with E.G. 
as president signed to it,' and certain copies of the 
Reflector, have been sent to almost all our ministers 
and pastors of churches, and other prominent pei^ons 
among us, tad, I suppose, through all the Southern 
States ; and have acted as fire brands through all 
our parts. Our' abolition brethren are exceedingly 
mistaken in the case they have undertaken to reme- 
dy; and therefore, their measures can only operate a 
had influence ; and the tendency will inevitably be to 
break up all our united operations, and, I seriously 
fear, our civil union also. They ought to consider 
that the institution -of slavery is a civil and not an ec- 
clesiastical one; and that it is not one of our (the 
present owners') making ; that we, as a slaveholding 
people, are mostly the inheritors of them from our 
forefathe'rs — that they came into possession under the 
prejudice of early education. "We have been taught 
from our cradles that they were our money, that we 
had a right or title to them. This has grovwi with 
our growth, and strengthened with our riper years. 
Now be this right or wrong, it ought to be kept in 
mind that this prejudice is not to be removed by any 
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iimnediale cause, nor by hard w<!>rds, or by arbitrary 
condemnation. These can only excite to a fiery re- 
sistance, andj of course, rivet the chains of the preju- 
dice (above stated) the tighter, and strengthen them 
by the influence of that interest which blinds the judg- 
ment. The terms on which the address proposes the 
continuance of christian fellowship are altogether im- 
practical!. If we would, vve pannot comply. We 
are, ag a conimunity, both classes, as a, tangled hank, 
so ta,rigled that we cannot be severed in the way pro- 
posed. We have no alternative, therefore, but to 
yield to their sentence (bull) of excommunication. I 
suppose before you receive this, you wili have re- 
ceived an address from the Executive Committee of 
our Convention, (a copy of- which has been sent me,) 
on this vexatious subject. I exceedingly regret the 
necessity of this movement in our Board, but under 
the circumstances, I must justify them in it. ' I was 
not able to attend our session of the Association, nor 
the naeeting of the Executive Committee. I too re- 
gret the alternative to which the present crisis sub- 
jects the acting members of the Board of Foreign 
Missions. They must disavow any connexion with or 
approval of the ultra movements of the Abolitionists 
or lose the southern interest in the For^igri Mission 
cause, r Our people talk of a southern Board ; but 
that to me isi just equal to an entire separation from 
. the cause itself. The Board will have to look to the 
north and northwest for its supplies, and the south 
will cease to do any thing, or turn their benefactions 
some other way. * * * * 

"Dear brethren, we have fallen on stony places, 
and some of us will be sorely tried. A few, with 
myself, would prefer to continue our union and co- 
10* 
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operation, Abolitionism * notwithstanding ; but what 
can the few do against the many 1 The consequ«nce» 
of a dissolution of our missionary co-operation will 
be deleterious, if not ruinous. We must reflect on 
our obligations to our misBionaries. This obligation 
is of the most serious character, and ought not to be 
brokerf without paramount considerations. But I 
leave all these things to be digested by your wisdom 
and prudence. 

"I have written the -above with considerable pain, 
and must ask the prayers of the Board to God for me 
and wife, who is paralytic-both in body arid mind, that 
■we may be able to endure as beholding him that is 
invisible, ready to help. With sentiments of affec- 
tionate regard, 

" I am, dear brethren, yours in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ. 

"Jesse Mercer." 

A short ■ time before the meeting of the General 
Convention in 1841, he thus speaks upon the same 
subject through, the columns of the Christian Index. 

" I am of opinion we are making quite too much 
of thei^ puffings and loud noise. If they, are dis- 
posed to roar, let them roar on, unheeded by us ; for 
to be disquieted and alarmed is just what they want — ^^ 
the more they can disturb and discompose us, the bel- 
ter they will be pleased. Now let us care as little 
about all their ' sound of words' as a company of 
shepherds would the bowlings of wolves on the op- 
posite side of an impassaljle river. Let them alone, 
and their long and their loud soundings will die harm- 
less, in the distance. 
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" It may be asked what sTiall we do in this distress- 
ing ease ? I give as my advice, to sacriiice feeling to 
■principle, and hold on. To continue the union of the 
present effort in the Qeneral Convention, to me is pal- 
gable and all important. A division of the southern 
brethren from the northern, , would, in. my view, be 
deleterious, if not totally ruinous ..to the whole con- 
cern. Some, talk of a Southern Board, but this to me 
is visionary and futile. , We have no southern inter- 
course- with India, and should have to send our funds 
through the same channel they now go, and that 
would defeat the very object for-which a Southern 
Board would be gotten up. I see no way that a 
Southern Board could support missionaries in Bur- 
mah, or other places in the East, without trusting their 
funds to northern conveyances, and whom would they 
sooner trust than the present tried members of the 
Board of Missions ■? -I hope our so.uthem brethren 
will never think of it. 

"But before I. close this article, I must say some- 
thing about the approaching Triennial Convention. 
Many' North and South, are looking to that meeting 
with great expectation. Well; I hope something 
will be done then, tending* to spttle the agitations 
which now threaten the dissolution of the missionary 
compact. For myself, it is my settled cohviction, 
that to pretend to investigate tjie right or the wrong, 
the merits or the demerits of slavery, would be worse 
than folly. Who can amuse himself with the idea, 
that that question could be decided in a public con- 
troversy ? N^qthing could be the result but ' strifes pf 
words, whereof cometh envy and perverse disputings 
of men of corrupt minds.' I think nobody, North or 
South, on mature reflection, can desire such a dis-. 
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pute, ekcept Abolitionists, and I suppose it would be 
marrow and fatness to their souls. Something, how- 
ever, should be done in that meeting to harmonize the 
feelings of the South, and to direct the energies of all 
united in the missionary enterprise, in one sacred effort 
to send the gpspel to the heathen. I cannot persuade 
myself, but that there will be a great majority of 
those who shall form that b'ody, that Will have no 
hesitancy to unite in the sentiment, that for any Bap- 
tist minister or set of ministers, however large, to 
judge and condemn others, unheard, as guilty of most 
base crimes, and to pass resolutions of disfellowship 
in relation to brethren over whom they have no dis- 
ciplinary jurisdiction, is undenominational and con- 
trary to the plain dictates of the word of G od ; and 
therefore, not to be tolerated in any belonging to the 
Convention, much less any member or members of 
the Board itself" 

Mi;. Mercer had enjoyed an opportunity of culti- 
vating considerable acquaintance with his northern 
brethren, and though he most decidedly condemned 
the course of a few unreasonable and erratic men, yet 
he placed a high estimate upon the prudence, piety, 
and zeal of the great body, and especially of the more 
prominent individuals concerned in the management 
of our missionary aifairs. There are some who will, - 
no doubt, recollect the ingenious, and yet kind and 
paternal manner in which, at one of ths meetings of 
the State Convention, he softened' down a discussion 
in which there had been thrown out some rather un- 
kind intimations against the brethren of the north. 
The following is about the substance of his remarks. 
"Brethren, allow me just here as I am sitting, to 
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relate a little anecdote : though- it has soinething to 
do with myself, yet I hope you will nevertheless' ex- 
cuse it. In my younger days, and when I was also 
young in the ministry, I had occasion to pay a visit to 
Charleston, S. C. I went to the "place with many pre- 
judices against the brethren in that place, taking it for 
granted, that as they lived in a large city, they were a 
proud, formal, fashionable people, and had very little 
religion. I did not expect to be pleased with them. 
But aftei; a few days intercourse with them, I found 
them a very kind, humble, spiritual people ; and I 
left them with the conviction that' they had, a great 
deal more 'religion than I had, Now in regard to 
our northern brethren, let me say I have been with 
them, and have had an oppoitunity of judging of 
their spirit ; and brethren, they are a, better people than 
we are" If this disposition to lie at our brethren's 
feet, and to esteem others better than ourselves, were 
universally p"revalent, how much bitterness, jealousy 
and 8trif# would be banished from the church of 
Christ. ' ^ ' 

The following brief notes on Matt. 28 : 19 ; " Go ye 
ther^ore- and teaph all nations," were found among 
Mr. Mercer's manuscripts, and may serve as a speci- 
men of his, longest skeletons of seiinons, of which, 
however, he prepared but very few. 

" The gospel is of God. Its glorious design trav- 
ails with infinite benignity to the praise of his grace 
in the salvatioi^W men. It exhibits a system of 
means, reserving the efficient cause to God alone. 
The humble beneficiaries are constituted its instru- 
ments. It is of grace they are so. A failure of suc- 
cess in their labors, admits of no •discouragement. 
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They have received more than they have rendered 
baek; and their Lordvt-as ever beforehand with them, 
and they ■were originally unv^orthy. Privilege never 
comes alone ; it is always accompanied by obligation. 
God gives something in the privilege, which he never 
fails to require again, according to his own wisdom 
and counsel. ' Hence, the vows of God are upon us. 
'. Where the word of a king is, there is power.' An4 
this power must be felt yv^hen Jehovah-Jesus speaks. 
When He who has all power in. . heaven and earth 
commands, ' go ye therefore, and teach all nations,' • 
who will be inattentive, or disregard his authority 1 

" My brethren, let us spend a. little time in contem- 
plating the command of God to teach the nations. 

" I. Whose duty it is. 

" II. What it involves ; and „ 

" III. The; ground of encouragement to those who 
are making one sacred effort to obey the command. — 
And 

" I. Whose duty it is. « 

" The eleven were present only ; but it could not 
have been restricted to them, for then the _minis6:y 
wpuld ha^e ceased with them. Christ says of him- 
self^ ' I am the light of the world as long as I am in it.' 
If then the comnaand rested vidth them, both the work 
and the authority for it must have ended vnth them, 
and the.'world is now wrapt in moral and spiritual 
night ! But they must have been the representatives 
of all ministers of Christ till the end of- the world. 

" In proof of this. "' The commflkon itself extend- 
ing to the end of time. T.he mode of expression by 
Mark, and the manner of Christ's addressing in rela- 
tion' to the end of the world, and of his second com- 
ing, and how tljey ought ,to be found Qf him, are in 
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point. Also the apostolic rule of expounding proph- 
ecy to be command-. • " 

" TheyiHust also have been the constituents of the 
Gospel church. In proof of this, wha.t Christ says of 
them in his sermon, and the figuratiye illustration he 
gives of them and their duty, answering only to the 
church of Christ, is in evidence. But if the,^rophe- 
cies are commands, then the question is at rest for 
ever. It is the church's duty, including all, not with- 
out ministers, to,teach the nations. The church is the 
pillar and ground of the. truth,< &c. The prophecies 
being commands, taken together with the examples of 
the first churches, will show tha^'the duty of teaching 
the natioss lies on the church and ministers. 

""II. What it involves. 

" 1. The publication ■ of the scriptures. In proof 
of this, urge the exattiple and command of God — the 
prophetic declurations.in Isa. 2:3. 4 : 12. 42 : 4.' 
49: 22. 62 : lO: ^ ' 

" 2. They ti-anslation of the ,scriptui;es. The rea- 
sonableness and necessity of it. The giving of tongues 
and ceasing of tliem — the choice of the Apostles to 
publisli the New Testament in-/ the Greek,, being the 
most popular language then in the_ world; and Paul's 
seiitiment for plain words. 

-" 3. The sending of men to teach them. The ap- 
pointment of the. Prophets^ and Apostles is sufficient 
to prove this point. But Ps,63 :,11. Dan.. 12 : 4. It 
is declared in Isa. 66 : 19. Ps. 45 : 16. Isa. 60 : 11. 

" 4. .The use of«money, and a great deal of it. The 
ser^'ice of God in Israel required a great deal of mon- 
ey, &c. The prophecies ghow tljat presents aind.gifts 
should b© brought unto JZiOn for the service of God, 
and the first churches did abound in liberalities, &c. 
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" III; The encouragetnent afforded 

" Lies in the commander's hwng all power m heav- 
en and earth, whereby the free use of all means, the 
employment of men and angels, and thefulfilment of 
all the promises are sure. 

" Inferences. 

"1. The propriety of being ready for the work. 

" 2. Unity in {he effort— and tk 

" 3. Courage and .strength in the work." 

The following piece originally published in an April 
■number of the Christian Index, 1832, when edited by 
brother W. T. Brantly, in Philadelphia, may here be 
allowed a place as a kind of appendix to this chapter, 
since it has some 'bearing upon the missionary cause. 
As it embraced some topics of a different character, 
the biographer did not think best to break the con- 
nexion of the preceding portions of the chapter, by 
inserting it in its proper chronological order. It re- 
fers to the unhappy affair of Messrs. Worcester and 
Butler, missionaries of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, who, refusing tq sub- 
mit to the laws of Georgia when the state saw fit to 
extend her jurisdiction over the Cherokees, had been 
arrested by the civil authorities, and confined in the 
penitentiary. Many distorted and erroneous repre- 
sentations of the" occurrence were circulated far and 
wide to the. injury of the reputation of the state ; 
and some respectable Baptist publications (without 
any evil purpose, it is presumed,) assisted in giving 
them currency., The design of this communication 
was to present the subject in its proper light, and to 
aid in allaying the ferment of the public mindv If it 
failed in fully exonerating the authorities of the state 
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from blame in the view of all, it showed clearly that 
they had Been greatly misrepresented^ and that the 
character of Georgia had found a very able and zeal- 
ous advocate in the person of Mr. Mercer. The wri- 
ter believes he is correct in stating, that the offensive 
piece complained of by brother Mercer, which ap- 
peared in the-Baptist Magazine, was n&t published by 
the sanction of the Board. In a * manner worthy of 
all coifimendation, thathighly respectable and efficient 
body have ever kept themselves aloof frorh all mat- 
ters irrelevant to the.ofie great object for which they 
were appointed, the superintendence of our Foreign 
Hiissionarv work. 

" Imprisonment of the Missionaries to the Cherohees." 

♦'BJioTHER Brantlt, 

" In regard to this subject, the editors of periodi- 
cals seem to me to have made themselves busy-bodies 
in other men's matters, understanding neither what 
they say, ilor"^whereof they affirm. It is truly to be 
regretted that such an event should have ever trans- 
pired. But before Georgia sqpuld be criminated, it 
ought to be demonstrated to be the legitimate result 
of her laws ; and not the sheer consequence of insub- 
ordinate feelings, and unloyal conduct in the mission- 
iaries totfards them. *■ 

"The right of -Georgia to extend hef government 
over that part of her state which was in the occupan- 
cy of the Cherokees, I do not pretend Jto determine; 
and it seems to come with a very ill grace, from any 
individual, unhesitatingly to denounce the judicial 
proceedings of a sovereign state, as ' unconstitutional, 
unjust and wicked.' But it may, however, be asked, 
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what right that was which Georgia conveyed to the 
United States by the cession of 1802 1 And whether 
the United States did not take jurisdiction over the 
territory ceded, and all the Indian tribes, therein, by 
virtue of said, contract V If so, then it was always 
right in Geoi:gia to exercise the same jurisdiction 
within that part of her territory not so ceded; and 
the United States could constitutionally have no- con- 
trol over it but by her consent. Under this consent, 
impliedly yielded, "the United States have had a gov- 
ernmental .agency ov-er the Cherokees, till they at- 
tempted the establishment of an independent, national 
government within the limits of Georgia. Now it is 
believed no state would look on such a government 
rising up within her bounds, with approbation. Geor- 
gia did not approve of it, sxid^ has resisted it. And 
who can blame her I'- V '' 

V They who know any thing, of the aiFairs of the 
Cherokee country, as it lies upder the agency of the 
United States, know that no ■v^hite person (except he 
belong to the nation,) was peimitted tq, regide among 
the Indians, without a license both . from the United 
States and the Indians;, and that yet intruders were 
constantly insinuating, themselves among. them; not 
only to serve themselves of the Indians, but to eat the 
fat of the ..land; and tha.t the United States' troops 
had frequently to. scour the country and drive them 
out. It became Georgia, therefore, in taking the 
government of her territory, to act on the same prin- 
ciple, and to see that no. white person (not otherwise 
authorized,) should reside therein, who was either 
disposed to gratify his own licentious interests, or was 
inimical to her cause. This -was necessary, both for 
the safety of the Indians, and the good, of the state. 
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It was therefore- provided by laiXv, that after a given 
time, all vs^hite persons residing among the Indians 
within her jurisdiction, , (United- States' and states' 
agents, persons renting improvements of Indians 
emigrated west of the Mississippi, all females and 
children excepted,) should have obtained a license or 
permit from the governor or his agent,! for that pur- 
pose ; . and have subspfibed the following oath : ' I, 
4- B,, do solemnly swear (or affirm a!s the case may 
be,) that I will support and defend the constitution 
and laws of the state of, Georgia, and- uprightly d^ 
mean myself as a citizen thereof, so help me God ;' 
or^on failure -thereofj should be deemed 'guilty of an 
high misdemeahor, and upon conviction thereof, shall 
be punished by confinement in the penitentiary at 
hard labor, for a term not less than four years.' This 
is the obnoxious law, to which the missionaries not 
yielding, as pious christians should, a .quiet submis- • 
sion, but opposing their resistance, have fallen under 
its penalty^ and are imprisoned in the penitentiary. 
But, brother Editor, what , can there be .in this law, 
so oiFensive to these missionaries'?' Its requirements 
bind them to do nothing but what all good men are 
morally bound to doj and to which all the disinte- 
rested motives inducing these men to engage in the 
missionary enterprise, should have influenced them 
to -yield a ready, compliance ; not only because the 
law of God requires it, but because the very constitu- 
tion and laws they would thereby bind themselves to 
support, do guarantee to-, and defend them in 'the in- 
estimable privilege of worshipping God in a manner 
agreeable to thfeir own conscience.' .Thus it will ap- 
pear, these men were only required to sttpport the 
laws, which in turn would have supported them iji 
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their missionary labors. Why then resist them 1 Aiid 
why is Georgia denounced as highly criminal in this 
affair, even by christian editors ?- 

" I have seen in the ' Pioneer' of the West, some 
harsh and even cruel things on this subject, which 
would have better suited an infidel paper. I had 
thought the editor, a brother of more candor, and dis- 
passionate argiffiient. 

" But, more "than all, I have sickened «t redding a 
piece, under the* above caption, in the ' American Bap- 
tist Magaizirie.' The publishers are men of undoubted 
worth, deep and liberal'piety. And it is the more to 
be regretted, that they should have been led to publish 
this libel on Georgia, so derogatory to the genius and 
objects of the Magazine ; but especially as they had 
its* refutation, not merely within their reach, but in 
their very grasp ! It would have been less painfiil if 
they had no missionary in the same territory, and sub- 
jected to the same laws ; but he promptly met the 
requirements, and so far from sinking, he stands high- 
er in the estimation of all parties ; so that they had a 
practical demonstfatiop, under their own patronage, 
that the evil complained of was neither in the design, 
laws, nor administration of Georgia ; else their Mis- 
sionary would have been imprisoned too ! 

" They say, ' the, periodical publications have fur- 
nished the disgradeful fact, that Dr. Butler and Mr. 
Worcester, Missionaries among the Cherokees, have 
been sentenced to the penitentiary in Geoi^aJ for re- 
siding among the Indians.' This is part true, but to 
a stranger it conveys what is not true. These men 
were not sentenced to the penitentiary, merely for re- 
siding among the Indians ; but for residing within the 
jurisdiction of Georgia, in defiance of her laws : but 
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whether this is a disgraceful fact to Georgia remains 
tp be proved. If, however, it is wicked in a state to 
execute her laws, . and cause them to be r&spected 
within her oyirn bpunds — if Missionaries, as such, are 
unaccountable to any laws, human or divine, land if it 
is virtuous in them to despise dominion and speak 
evil of dignities, then it is a disgraceful fact, that Geor- 
gia has reduced • them ; but if otherwise, then these 
nominal Missionaries are suffering only the revirsiird of 
■their own temerity ! V 

" The managers of jhe Magazine have adverted to 
' the imprisonment of Mr. Judson, in fiurmah, and of 
John Bunyan, in England,' as analagous, it should 
seem, nOt only the more to disgrace Georgia, but to 
' arouse feeling of the most decisive disapprobation in 
the breasts' of every Christian and p^itriot,' against 
her. But is there ^ny parity in the cases ] Is the 
government of Georgia a despotic barbarism 1 Has 
she made any laws ' forbidding ministers to preach 
the gospel,' or> to prevent Missionaries ' remaining on 
the Indian lands, and exercising their missionary func- 
tions 1 If she has, the fact is disgraceful ; , butj^ if not, 
then they should have remembered what that means — 
I will have mercy and not sacrifice. 

" But they further say, 'perhaps no event has oc- 
curred in the country, which has excited greater sur- 
prise .and displeasure among good men, than thO de- 
gr^jding manner in which the Missionaries of the cross 
have been arrestpd, , conducted "in chains to trial, and 
consigned to the penitentiary.' But it remains to be 
proved, that these professed .! ]\I-issionaries of the 
cross' received any mal-treatment — especially that . 
they were ' conducted in chains to trial;' as the con- 
ducting oi&cer assures me, there never was a chain 
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on them,*e*i£cept while in bfed, and that only for safe- 
keeping, as the other prisoners were. 
■ ' " The managers seem to take -for granted wha;t is 
not true, and the:ffift)re have been led into error ; thftt 
is, that Georgia fias passed laws forbidding missionary 
oper^itions among ,lhe' Indians ; and have condemned 
these men as. Missionaries. "But no such laws exist, 
nor has any judicial proceeding been bad with these 
men, in any other character than white men, offend- 
ing against her laws. Georgia regrets, we ■all regr§t, 
that they were Missionaries. 

" Since writing the above, I have been informed, 
that the Supreme,.Court of the United States, (or a 
majority of the Judges presiding,) have sustained the 
writ of error against Georgia, and decreed that the 
sentence of the Superior Court he^e should • oe re- 
versed, and the prisoners released. -.But this* decree 
makes the case neither better nor worse in a moral 
point of view : circumstantially, it may make it a .great 
deal worse. It will be viewed in Georgia as an in- 
terference with her internal rights, which has no con- 
stitutional basis ; nay, eis a direct infringetilent of Iier 
constitutional right, and an infractiqri of her sovereign- 
ty within her own judicial bounds. As the Governor 
and Legislature of Georgia considered the wrifnifga- 
tory, and confiding in the wisdom and justice of the 
Supreme Court, determined not to appear in the case, 
it is probable her Judges will -pay as little attention to 
the decree. If so, ,,and it should be attempted to be 
enforced, none need be sulprised, should it prove the 
scissors that clips the cord -that binds our union, and 
the pen that writes Ichabod on it for ever. 

" Dear brother, I tremble while I write, at the pros- 
pect before us. I have always been an unionist, and 
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Have Vesisted all ideas of dissolution aS .desperate. 
But when I hear' Solomon say, ' Surely oppression 
maketh a wise man mad ;' and James, ' Behold how 
great a matter a Ifttl© fir,e kindleth ;' I can but fear 
the signs of these times ! I hope, however, that there 
may yet be ' a redeeming spirit' .in the United States, 
' and thg,t she may adopt a course, which may allay 
the just excitenient Tj^hich exists in the public mind' 
of Georgia, and preserve our' beloved Union. Our 
last, and only sure resort, however, is — 

" ■,»■'■ 

* God {s our refuge in distress, 
. ' A present help .when dangers press ; 

*" In him undaunted we'll confide ; 
Though earth were from her ceiltre tost, 
A"^ 'Pountainsin the ocean lost, 
Torn picce-ineal by the roaring tide.' 

Jesse Mercer." « 



I^HAPTER. X. 

Mr. Mercer, and ,thp Temperance Cause:. — At first stands' aloof.— 
His reasons for- this in a letter to Mr. 'Brantly. — Mr. B.'s edito- 
rial comments. — Finally takes 'the pledge.: — Establishes a Tem- 
perance Paper. — 'Opposes thg use of wine". — His opinion on the 
traffic in spirits. — Remarlis.from the Index. — Sketch of a Tem- 
perance Discourse — Short notes on,<he Wine Question. 

,It would not bje proper,"to pass; over in entire Si- 
lence Mr, Mercer's relation to the great Temperance 
Reformation. For several years he took no active 
part in its support, and it is hig'hly probable that many 
of his friends and admirers, by the influence of his ex- 
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ample,, were indueed to withhold their names from the 
temperance pledge. And as Jie was in the habit for 
many years, in accordaJice with the advice of physi- 
cians, of using Cogniac Brandy, in moderate 'quanti- 
ties, we are not required'by charity to discredit some 
reports which crept jato circulation, that now and 
then an inveterate drinker, vvith an air of complacency 
•and triumph, would quote the example of Mr. Mercer 
in his own vindication. The following extracts from 
a letter of Mr„ Mercer, published in the Columbian 
Star and Christian Index, in 1829, may be read with 
some interest, as ,it explains the ground occupied by 
him at that time. The letter was intended to rebuke 
what he considered the unguarded and intemperate 
zeal of some of the friends of the iRetbrmation, and 
• also to present his reasons for not connecting himself 
with a temperance Society. "^ 

" it becomes, the members and real friends of tem- 
perance to-be' moderate, forbearing and tender; not' 
to offend, but conciliate. To bear much without i^- 
tort ; to go forward without conflict ; to gain the 
vantage ground< by non-resistance. I am (if non- 
members can be) friendly to the anti-intemperance 
societies. I have been informed, however, that my 
example has been quoted on the opposite side. This 
I deeply regreR I Eun sure this was done without 
knowing any justifying reasdh, except, that I stijlniised 
spirits, and had not become a menjber of- some tem- 
perance society. For the sake of such I will state my 
example an(i the cause why I am not an actual mem- 
ber, &c. ' Whqn it pleased the Lord to reveal his 
dear Son in me,' and to impress me with the worth of 
immortal souls, I was made deeply to deplore the 
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ravages of intelnperance, and to inquire what Was the 
source of this wide-spreading evil : And I soon came 
to the , conclusion that the tippling shops, and other 
places o"f public resort for drinking, were the most, if 
not the true and only fcause of intemperance ; and I 
have ever avoided them as t^e snares of death. No 
Man can, with truth, accuse me of entering, or visit- 
ing one of these places and calling;/br a, gill or hay 
pint, to this -day. I -have, in days when temperance, 
societies were unknown, recommended this as an ex- 
ample to others ; but with what success, the day of ^ 
final decision must make known. It may be asked, 
why I am not a member 1 It is not because I think 
' it degi'ading to a Baptist to become a member of a 
temperance society,' but that my brethren bave now 
gone ratheivtgo far for me, and more especially, be- 
cause I wishf to be consistent in the view of my be- 
holders. ,1.1 nave not- yet been convinced that the 
use of 'spirits is in itself a sin. Convince me of this 
and I will be a member, or come to ' the desired re- 
salt.' But, 2d. I have been in bad health for years 
^ast, as you know, and after using many celebrated 
and prepared medicines, vvithout effect, to restjore the 
tone of 'my intestines, several of the most eminent 
physicians, at, different times and places,, recommend- 
ed to me the habitual use of Cogniac brandy. This 
course I adopted reluctantly, but with apparently 
good effect, I no%v use it medicinally ; but this can- 
not be generally known, and therefore, I do not join 
'the society. But the main object — to promote temper- 
ance, hy 'suppressing intemperance, I most cordially 
patronise and wish to promote. But I fear it is likely 
to suffer in the hands of its friends." 
11 
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Upon the letter, from which the above is extracted, 
the Editor, Rev. W. T. Brantly, who by the by was 
an ardent friend and great admirer of Mr. Mercer, 
made some rather severe, though entirely well-meant, 
and good-natured comments. They excited many a 
pleasant smile at the time, rather at the expense of 
the venerable brotlier ; and -the Editor's expressive 
figure, " Brandy Bay" soon became a standard phrase 
amongst the people. The following are his remarks : 

"We can never dissent from any opinion or prac- 
tice, of our dear Mercer, without suspecting and scru- 
tinizing die accuracy of our own views. He is so 
uniformly right and good, that we might be B,lmost 
tempted to pick up, and preserve, the very errors 
which he lets Jail ; but in the present case he has 
dropt from the rear wallet, more of sbis commodity 
than we can honestly pocket, and more we apprehend 
than he hirriself will, on reflection, think worth pre- 
servation. The use of Cogniac in hia own case for 
medicinal purposes, we pretend not to question. Let 
it be so in his case and in all other similar cases. If 
. it be an essential article in the Materia Medica, we 
have no quarrel with it. But we should remember, 
nevertheless, that if our use of calomel or arsenic, 
which are potent medicines, should be likely to make 
our .neighbors and families so fond of the poison as to 
endanger their lives, tliough we ourselves might be 
wise enough to avoid danger from it, yet on their ac- 
count we should banish the snare. I have a good 
vessel and steerage, and am an expert sailor,'and can 
therefore cruise about in Brandy Bay without being 
drawn into the whirlpool of intemperance, but some 
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of my less sldlful neighbors, seeing me sail so pleas- 
antly, may be tempted to go a pleasuring upon the 
same deceitful Bay, and may be lost. If my example 
encouraged them to the venture, I should have cause 
of regret."- , 

Satisfied at lengtiti that his example was doing in- 
jury, under the inflCience of the sacred principle laid 
down by the Apostle Paul,, that "it is good neither 
to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby 
thy brother stumbleth, or is offended^ or is mdde weak," 
Mr. Mercer determined to -abandon his little moderate 
excursions on "Brandy Bay," though rendered some- 
what needful a^ he supposed, by his declining health, 
and draw up his boat and fasten it for ever upon the 
s^fe and dry shore of Total Abstinence. 

He soon beaame a thorotigh and able advocate of 
the causej- was appointed the President of a Temper- 
ance Society in the tovm where he resided, and estab- 
lished a temperance paper, which, though sustained 
at a pecuniary loss to himself, had considerable circu- 
lation, and was thg means of doing much good. The 
paper was transferred with the Index office to Pen- 
field, where it is now published by Mr. Benj. Brantly, 
not however, as the paper of the Convention, but as 
his own individual concern. 

Should" any be anxious to know what effect the en- 
tire disuse of Cogniac Brandy h&A upon Mr. Mercer's 
health, the writer feels authorized to state, for he 
heard it from his own lips, that his abstinence was 
rather beneficial than otherwise, and that he was satis- 
fied at length the medicine he had been using tended, 
on the whole, to aggravate the disease it was designed 
to mitigate. 
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It will be recollected that for maily years the use 
of wine was tolerated by most temperance societies^ 
but that at last the propriety of this began to be ques- 
tioned, and finally that it became pretty generally a 
settled point, that the temperance reformation de- 
manded for itself a radical reform, inasmuch as its 
great designs could not thoroughly and universally be 
iaccomplished upon any^othcr principle than that of 
total abstinence from all kinds of intoxicating drinks. 
At the early stage of this second reform, Mr. Mercer 
was found, amongst its warmest advocates; and he 
was no less ready to warn the people of the danger- 
ous shoals of Madeira I^ake, than he had been for 
many^years to point out the fatal whirlpools of Bran- 
dy Bay. 

Mr. Mercer's opinion of the traffic in ardent spirits 
may be learned froni an answer vthich he. gave 
through the Index to the question, " What is -to be 
done with a -church member who trafiics in ardent 
spirits V It is as follows : 

"In, this case we are of opini6n, the church "should 
be as kindly affectioried towards such a brother, as the 
case will permit, and endeavor by brotherly love to 
dissuade him from his course. His duty however is 
plain. He should immediately forsake the trafiic 
which is offensive to his brethren, as his bounden duty. 
Read Rom: 14 : 13. 15. 19, 20, 21. 1 Cor. 8 : 10^13. 
The scripture requires us to Walk circumspectly.. It 
ought to be noticed, that public opinion is changed, 
iind- changing very fast on this subject. And the traf- 
fic in ardent spirits cannot be entered into now, as 
safely as it could some years ago. It is now satisfac- 
torily ascertained that there is no benejit whatsoever 
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in ardent spirit^. It must therefore be nwraMy wrong 
tOjioffer for sale, that which the vender knows can do 
the buyer no good. It must be worse to offer for §.ale 
that which he knows, while it can do him no good, 
may do him much harm. We regret very much that 
any Christian l«rother should allow himself, under any 
piretence, to engage in a traffic which would make it 
his interest to, encourage his fellow-men to ruin them- 
eelveS for time and- eternity. And, such must be the 
interest of those Vfho enter into the traffic of- ardent 
spirits." ' - 

The annexed" piecei from the pen, of Mr. Mercer, 
appeared also in the columns of the Index. , Jt con^ 
tains some solid and judicious reflections. 

" A MATTER FOR SOBER CONSIDERATION." 

" Now consider this, :ye that forget God, lest I tear 
you in pieces, and there be none to d'eliver. 

, Jehovah. 

" It is wise kai safe , in man to study the vidll, and 
endeavors to' walk before God to all well pleasing. 
To be indifferent to hi| honor, must be offensive tq his 
majesty and provoking to his wrath. We are com- 
manded that whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we 
do, to- do all to the 'glory- of' Godi This' teaches us 
that the little affairs of lif^ aiid the pleasures of taste 
should all be regulated by this rule : for, we may of- 
fenfl . in eating and drinking. This must depend oft 
the motives we have, and the extent to which we in- 
dulge them in eating and drinki=ng. Our Creator 
made us dependant on wholesome aliment for growth, 
health and beauty ; and has graciously given us ap- 
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petites and cravings for it. The gratification of these 
natarftl desires so far as consists with the ends to be 
secured, must be according to the pleasure of him 
who gave us richly all tilings tomjoy ; . but all beyond 
this must be injurious and offensive — must be intem- 
perance, gluttony and debauch. This evil state will 
1 ,fce produced by losing sight (in part or ' in whole) of 
fee meet ends to be attained in eating and drinking, 
and in seeking to satiate those appetites which are ex- 
cessive, and which in their indulgence become insa- 
tiable ; and thus men plunge themselves into licen- 
tiousness, dissipation and perdition. 

" There is another circurnstance which aggravates ' 
this sore evil among the petxple. It is the prejiara- 
tion of food; or the invention of new articles of food, 
to suit th^cravings of the vitiated palate, or to please 
a debased taste, which, instead of improving the 
strength, pleasure and usefulness of the body, only 
tends to enervation, disease and death. Among this 
last class, are those artifcles of food which have in 
them no nutriment at all, ana are li^ed only for certain 
relishes which they possess, suita&e to gratify the 
palate and regale the taste, and which- are,, iherefbre, 
the better adapted to increase dissipation, misery and 
ruin in society. Here it may "be proper to inquire, 
whether this was not, most probably, the very purpose 
for which intoxicating liquors were at first introduced 
as a beverage, into common use 1 It could not have 
been on account of any nutriticjus quality they had ; 
for universal experience has proven that they contain 
no such quality. It must, therefore, have been fi"om 
some medical virtue found in them, or their tendency 
to excite and please a vicious taste their use had cre- 
ated ; or to animate the feelings and arouse the baser 
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passions of thelieart. It may be asked if they can in 
no way be lawfully used ? We answer yes : in just 
so far as tbey can be satisfactorily proven to be need- 
fu}, eithej: for the good of the user o;- the happiness 
of the community ; otherwise their use will be inju- 
rious, and, by the dictates of commo^i sense, ought to 
be declined; But it "may be further asked, — does not 
the bible allow their use ; Yes — just so far and no 
farther than they are beneficial. The bible does not 
permit their use for food ; for there is 'no sustenance 
in them. It cannot allow their use for the fulfilment 
of any but the innocent and natural desires — but there 
are no such desires for them to satisfy. There is 
nothing in them that can gratify aJiy natural propen- 
sity of nature. The bible, then, allows their use only 
so far-as they are medical. 'That is in cases of dis- 
ease, where the patient ' is ready to perish,' and sink- 
ing nature fieeds some artificial excitement, or when 
pining sickness, or hysteria, • and other disordered af- 
fections (heavy hearts;) or a complication of com- 
plaints (often infirmities,) make their use needful to 
sustain, invigorate and assist the body in regaining its 
health. 

" But we are fully of opinion tha.t the bible indi- 
recthj, at least, forbids their use as a common bever- 
age, because thaif use is p:^tised only to gratify a 
desire or taste which is unnatural, and unnecessary 
for the benefil of the body, but altogether artificial, 
and which, in the attempt to supply its^ cravings, 
proves itself insatiate and vicious. Let it be faaxefutly 
- determined to what cla^ of desires mentioned in the 
bible, the desire which" leads to the use of spirituous 
liquors, belongs. Can it be classed with those desires 
for nourishment which are common] No — because 
these always have something- good, and capable to 
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give the satisfaction in view ; but tliere is no such ca- 
pacity in those liquors to afford gratification, and the 
desire for them does not belong legitimately to human 
nature. Does it in any wis0 associate with the de- 
sires of the child of grape, vfho is prompted by the 
spirit to seek spiritual nourishment t No—for these 
are holy; and the. more -they, are fulfilled, the more 
spiritual, holy, heg,venly and godlike do their possess- 
ors "become; but, not so with the desire for alcoholic 
drinks, for the more it is fed, the more earthly, sensu- 
al and devilish do its possessors become. It cannot 
belong to these. But we think it Ijest associates with 
the desires of the flesh, in which they who are dead in 
sins, walk. These desires are Called lusts, because of 
their vicious character; and they are declared by the 
apostle to be 'corrupt.* And what habit tends- to 
more corruption, individual and social, than that which 
isconstantly, in regard to ardent spirits, like the horse- 
leech's daughters, crying, give, give, — and like the fire 
tJiat can never he satisfied 1 They are also pronounced 
' deceitful.' And what desire in its gratification can 
be mai:e deceitfid thaitthis 1 It constantly is promising 
some'thihg good and pleasurable to its votaries, and 
yet deals uniformly in disappointments, wretchedness 
and* death. They also are said to ' war against the 
soul.' 'And what desire or lust can strike a more 
deadly blow at every interest of the soul, whether for 
time or eternity, than this ? 

" If the desire for alcoholic liquors must be classed 
with the "lusts of the flesh, and we cannot s6e that it 
can be placed in any other ^company, then the bible 
must be at war with the fulfilment of it, because its 
tendency is as much, if not more than any other, to 
filLth.e world with corruption.' And if God is at va- 
riance ynxh. the causes of sin, and strikes at the roots 
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of. iniquity, he .must be. opposed to this, as a most 
fruitful source of all moral evil — of all unrighteous- 
ness and ungodliness- in the earth. To suppose him 
to be favorable, to the^^atification of this desire, any 
rp,ore than he is favorable to the practice of sin, would 
be to suppose him the accomplice pf the workers of 
iniquity, and to have. fellowship with the fruitful work 
of unrighteousness ; which would be palpably deroga- 
tory to all the attributes of his nature, and counter to 
all the tenor of his word. It cannot be. 

" And now to conclude this, long article, permit us 
to address among our readers, the professors of reli- 
gion; We request every christian brother whose eyes 
shall fall on -these lines, to -ask himself," as in the pres- 
ence of God his Saviour, whether it is right to use 
any thing,_not necessary to his well-being, wliich tends 
to generate a thirst, the gratification of which is dan- 
g^rpus to morality, piety, and religipn 1 And whether 
it can, be right to fulfil the desires of that thirst when 
excited, 'since it only leads tO' disorder, misery, and 
death]. You have professed to be converted from 
sin, to have turned to God and joined his armies, 
warring against all unrighteousness and ungodliness 
fn the world. Tmly it may be said of thoge who in- 
dulge in potations to slake this vicious thirst, that they 
have not resisted^ unto blood, striving against sin; but 
they have by their example and infl,"u€nce, been build- 
ing up the strongholds of , the kingdom of darkness. 
Alas ! alas ! for this inconsistency. "We are aston- 
ished that christian professors have slept over this 
glaring sin sOlong. That they have not openied their 
eyes and looked on the prodigious strides which ini- 
quity is taking by means of thi^ vice, encouraged by 
their example, leaving behind it nought but tears,, wo 
U* 
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and despair. We trust they will soon-take the warn- 
ing, and arise to the fescue. That ministers of the 
gospel will, with one voice, 'Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, and sound the alarm in God's holy tnoiint,' until 
all shall unite in the pledge of .total ahstinentie." 

Brief sketch of a ternperance discourse found 
amongst Mr. Mercer's- manuscripts. 

"Rom. 13 : 10. Love-worketh no ill to his neiglir 
bor ; Therefore love is the fulfilling Qf the Law." 

" T. Xiove — what is it ] 

" Love fulfils both tables of the law. Matt. 22 : 
35-^40. But more particularly the second. Matt. 7 ; 
12. Love tQ. ourselves fixes . the standard of moral 
conduct. It is aprirtcipleof nature. Rom. 2 : 13 — 15. 
It secures us from harm. Eph. 5 : 29.— and leads to 
happiness and praise. Ps. 49 : 18. ('Men will praise 
thee when thou doest well to thyself.') 

" This principle^ will secure our neighbor from in- 
jury, (see the text,) and seek his good ;' Rom. 15 : 2. 
It will forego its own pleasure to pave its neighbor 
from suffering injury; Rorri. 14 : 21., It will even 
abandon wbatjs lawful, lest itrshould do harm, &C.4 
1 Cor. 8 : 9^13. 

" It appears from the foregoing, that all men are 
bound not to injure themselves or their neighbor ; but 
to do good both- ta themselves and their neighbor. 
This is the law of nature and nature's God. . And 
this, love to God and love to man will secure. 

" II. Having fixed the time principles of morality, 
let us now apply them to the subject before us. 

" Let us inquire whether intoxicating liquors can 
be used as a common , beverage, without injuiy to 
.ourselves andothers ? 
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" 1. Tb ourselives. > They are unnecessary. Un- 
natural excitements, must do harm. They may infix 
[evil] habits ; create [improper] relishes, ^nd produce 
diseases and death.,,' - ,<' , , 

"2. To.otjiers. , The use pf intoxicating heverages 
will influence society for evil. 

" The effect on the reforming inebriate must be de- 
■ structives Intemperance will increase as any intoxi- 
cating drinks' are indulged in. 

" Motives to total abatinence. . LoVe of ourselves — ' 
love of (iountry-^e-love 'of our family — -love of our 
neighbor-^-a,nd lastly, loVe to God and immortal hap- 
piness, should.secure us against this besetting^ sin." 

T-o the above may be added a fevv short notes in 
reference to' the .objection which is sometimes . urged 
against total abstinence societiies,- viz. that the scrip- 
tures allow the use of Wine. 

"1. The bible seems to show the proper use to 
be restricted to the faint and vv^eary. See the case 2 
Sam. 16 '.'1, 2. and the case of Lemuel, Prov. 31 : 4 — 6. 
These are high examples. 

" 2, The disuse is commended — In the case of the 
Rechabites, Jer. 35 : JLS, 19. In the case of Daniel, 
&c.;: Dan. 1 : 5. SL 15.- In the case of John the Bap- 
tist; Luke 1 : 15. 

" 3. Total abstinence is enjoined inthe case of the 
priests in the sanctuary; Lev.; JO : 8 — 11. Of the 
Nazarites; Num. C : 1 — 4. , 

' " 4] It is considered a curse. See the case of Han- 
nah*; 1 Sam.->1 : 14^16. Micah 2 : 10, ll. 
if," 5. The history of wine inthe bible, is the*his£ory 
of sin and cleath." 
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CHAPTER XI, 

4 

Ml. Mercer's pecuniary contributions to -benevolent objects.- 

Mr. Mercer wa§ a man of unbounded, liberajity. , 
"I am persuaded," said .he, in a .letter 'to a christian 
brother, "the day will come when christians will have 
no other object in rnaking money, but to give back 
again to the Giver, in some useful way." Few men 
have acted in more strict accordapce with this senti- 
ment, than the. author of it himself. His libergjity 
was not under the, control of snddeii, variable, and 
undisciplined impulse's, but was regulated by sound 
judgment and established principle. ' He felt that he 
belonged to the Lord, that all which he possessed was 
the Lord's, and how, well h^ fiilfilled the duties of his 
stewardship, his unwearied. acts_^of benevolence for a 
long series of years bear ample testimony. In his ca- 
reer of liberality and well-doing, "he walked by 
faith." He exercised an babitual and strong reliance 
vpon those promises which connect the blessing, of 
heaven writh the judicious and bountiful appropriation 
of our substance to the cause of Christ. "He used 
to relate," says a brother that knew him well, " many 
instances in his own history, of the Lord's willingness 
t&remunerate tho,se who gave for his cause. He had 
been one winter handing out his five dollars to several 
benevolent objects as they had been presented, till he 
thought prudence' dictated that- he should do no more 
at present. In a day or two the claims of the Jews 
were brought before the community at Powelton. 
Notwithstandin^his fears abo^it duty, he again thifew 
-.1! his five dollars. That night he took from the Post 
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Office a letter containitig twenty dollars, from ah un- 
known person. Several instances of tbis kind were 
within his own knowledge." It might be proper here 
to state, that tl\e circumstance just related' occurred at 
a time when his means for giving were limited in 
comparison with What they were at a later period of 
his life. . . 

It was, a ttiatter ofigreat grief: tp him that -so many 
of his brethren vvithheld their pecuniary aid from the 
cause of Christ, and that so many w!^o pretended to 
glvfe, measured'out their bounty with such a parsimo- 
niousxhand. He used occasiqnally to say, " we have -a 
great many dollar men amongst us. Present to them a 
subscriptic)n.for the preacher, aad ,they will put down 
a'^oZZffl^,' hund them the missionary subscription, 
and they will put down a doUar ; ask them to aid the 
Sabbath school: cause, and they will give a dollar. 
This seems to be'their standard, when many of them, 
if -they had the' disposition, might just, as easily give 
their fives, their tens, and their fifties^'' Brpther 
Mercer was not a dollar man. Ete gave by hundreds 
and thousands, and tens of thousands. It would 'be 
vepy difficult, if not impossible, to make out a full and 
accurate list of his more public benefactions ; and still 
more so, to write the history orliis private bounties. 
It is probabi^ thaPmany and large amounts were dis- 
tributed by his right hand, which his left was forbid- 
den to know,^nd which will not be known to men, 
till the judgment' shall reveal the se?cret charities «f 
the- faithful. ., , 

There is reason to b,elieve that for a, long-series of 
years, 'most of the compensation ^yhich he received 
fromihe churches for his ministerial labors, was ap- 
propriated to charitable purposes ; the addition which 
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he. made to his estate, being derived mainly from the 
sale of hooks, and other sources. After the death of 
his last child (in 1814,) he seemed to have lost sight 
of every object for the accumulation of property, but 
die cause of the blessed I^edeemei;. Some of his oc- 
casional donatip^ to benevolent objects will now be 
specified. 

The Columbian College shared largely in his .boun- 
ty. On one occasion he gave $750 to that Institution ; 
at another, $1000. 

He aided the Mercer University by numerous and- 
liberal -contributions. To .defray the current .expenses 
at the outset, he gave say $150 ; for- the land first and 
last, $550 ; - for Qne of the buildings,. $1000 ; for anoth- 
er, $400j - For the library and ^apparatus, he also gave 
$400 ; and he gave his note for $5000, the interest to 
be appropriated to assist in the support of the faculty. 
To the Female Academy in Washington, under 
the control of the Presbyterian denomination, he gave 
$300; to the Baptist • church in that place, he gave a 
house and lot for a parsonage. , ' - -' 

The Christian Indei, press, type, and outstanding 
dues, he turned over to the Convention ; and he also 
gave- to the Georgia Association all the unsold copies 
of his history of that body, amounting to one thousand 
or moTse, to be disposed of for any purpose that his 
brethren might deem proper. < > , 

To the bible cause he was a liber^aj contributor; 
Tract, and'Sabbath school institutiohs found in him a 
ready and bountiful pati-on ; indeed, there was scarce- 
ly any *object of benevolence placed before him. 
Which -commended itself to his judgment as proper 
and deserving,, which was dismissed without his 
prayers and his alms. 
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His noble contributions to sustain the missionary 
enterprise; are well known to the christian commu- 
nity. Besides his regular annual contributions, which 
were generally large, he gave at one time to the Bap- 
tist Board of Foreign Missions, fifty shares of United 
States Bapkstoclc,~ worth at the tirtie,' Jive thousand 
Jive hund/i-ed dollars. The enlightened views which 
he entertained when determining the specific appli- 
cation to be made of this generous donation, will ap- 
pear from a. short extract from a letter to Mr. Bolles 
Ae corresponding secretary. "I hasten to reply in 
reference to the "endowment of a permanent fund. I 
am not of the number who. believe the funds desig- 
nated for missions, must not be applied to any pur- 
pose' but the operations in the fields^ but to all the 
needful means for putting those operations into mo- 
tion. • The support of those officers whose services 
are needed all the time, must be provided for, as w*ell 
as the laborers at the stations. I am therefore, as 
cheerful to consecrate my bequest to that fund, the 
interest of which is only to be used in paying the 
salaries of the' officers of the Board, whose services 
are as above, as to any missionary purpose ; as the 
one is indispensable to the other, and will as well for- 
ward the general design." 

In relation to this liberal donation, the correspond- 
ing secretary, in the closing part of a lengthy commu- 
nication to Mr. Mercer, writes as follows, under date 
of Oct. 12, 1835. , "Since writing the above, the 
Board has' held a special meeting, and acted on the 
subject of your munificent donation. They wdre 
deej^ly impressed with the Christian and fraternal 
spirit which all your letters in relation to it indicate, 
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and flie enlarged views' taken by you in assigning it 
the direction you have. The following extracts from 
the -minutes of the Board will show their sentiments 
and purpose. , i 

"'1. The corresponding secre.tary read a letter 
from th6 Rev. Dr. Mercer, enclosing as a donation to 
the Board, fifty shares of the United States Bank 
stock. ' - ■ 

'" ' 2. Also another letter from the same, specifying' 
that- the above named shares are to be. a perpetual 
fund, the nett proceeds of whi<di shall be- applied, to 
the support of the .Secretary (or Secretaries-,) and 
Treasurer of the convention. 

" ' 3. Resolved, that the ^pard gratefully accept 
the above donation on the conditions specified by the 
donor. -,' ' .- " 

■ " ' 4. Resolved, that the.Qor. Seoret-ary be i;equestr 
edto address a letter to the Rev. Jesse Mercer, D. D. 
President of this Board, expressing our high sense of 
his kindness and liberality, accompanied by a copy of 
the resolutions adopted in relation to it.' " 

To some of his brethren who were on tenjis of 
confidential intercourse with him, it was known many 
years before his death, that he intended to bequeath 
the principal portion of his estate to the cause of 
Christ, He had many relations, and some of them 
in limited circumstances, who would, no doubt, have 
been gratified to have received a liberal portion of 
his Substance ; but the question with this conscientious 
and holy raa,n was, "in what way* can I dispose of 
that which- God has given me, so that the greatest 
amount of good will ensue, and the Lord be most 
glorified 1" When his Will was opened, it was found 
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that tlie purpose which had been long and calmly 
resolved ajid firmly settled in his mjnd, was carried 
faithfiilly out. ^All, all that he had -to dispose of, with ' 
"some -trifling exceptions, was bequeathed to the Sa- 
viour, who had bought him with his blood. The fol- 
lowing extracts from bis last Will and Testament, 
exhibit the. details of his final, pious benefactions. 

"As it hath pleased God to take my beloved wife, 
Ngjitiy Merqer, to himself, I. now proceed to make 
such distribution of the property now feft in my 
hands, as voluntarily and, mutually agreed Upon when 
>ve first came together in marriag^. . We having seen, 
ag we thought, an evil rather thaii a benefit, in be- 
. queajhijig property to relatives ; that" even the expec- 
tation of receiving such gifts, often nourishes evil 
■ propensities, &c. concluded thaj when we should no 
longer need the use of " our temporal effects, they 
should be disposed of to benevolent and literary In- 
stitutions, according as might seem to be mostadvisa- 
ble. Itherefore, for' aiding end assisting in the ope- 
rations of the following benevolent societies and .in- 
stitutions, give, and devise, to wit : 

" 1. I give and devise to the Baptist Convention in 
the United States, for Foreign -Missions, .fifty shares 
of the capital stock in the bank of Augusta, Georgia. 

'' 2. I give arid devise to the Baptist Publication 
Society, twenty-fiver shares of the capital stock in the 
bfink of" Augusta, Georgia. 

"3. I give arid devise, to the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, tweiity-five shares of the capital stock 
in the bank of the, state of ^Georgia., 

" 4. I give and, devise, to the American Tract So- 
ciety, twenty-five shares of the capital stock in the 
Bank of Augusta, Georgia. 
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"Si I give and devise to the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society, chiefly to aid in their opera- 
tions in Texas, twenty-five shares of the capital stock 
in the Bank of the state of Georgia. 

"6. I give and devise to the trustees of the Colum-^ 
bian College in the District of Columbia, twenty-two 
shares of the capital stock inihe'Bank of the state of 
Georgia : provided, however, that if the debts of the 
said Columbian College remain unpaid six months 
after my decease, and the Institution still embarrassed, 
then the twenty-two shares of bank stock to it devised, 
shall be given to the Baptist Convention for foreign 

, missions, iii addition to that bequest made in No. 1 of 
this will. 

- " 7. I give and devise to the trustees of the Mercer 
University, Penfield, Green county, Georgia, one 

-hundred and twenty -five shares of the capital stock 
in the Georgia Rail Road and Banking Company, for " 
the "support of the. Faculty of ^aid Institution, and 
such other purposes as the 'said- Tjrustees may find 
necessary : the dividends or annual income *bnly, to 
be used. 

* * * * m 
" I make thfe further bequests : 
" I give and devise to the Trustees of the Mercer 
University, at Penfield,- Georgia, one hundi-ed shai-es 
of the capital stockof the Bank of the state -of Geor- 
gia, and the whole residuary of my estate, .which may 
remain after the payment of all my just debts ,and 
necessary claims thereon, and what may hereafter be 

. bequeathed. This amount is to constitute, with the 
sum of the professorship made by the Central Asso- 
ciation, a professorship of Sacred, Biblical Jiiterature, 
or Theological Learning. The annual income of 
which onlyj to be used. 
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# # # ^ . # 

, " My library I wish also to be . turned over to the 
University, and all other books whiGh may remain un- 
disposed of at tl}6 time of my decease,' to be disposed 
of as the Trustees may direct." 

V How pleasant to the pious heart to. -contemplate 
such pure and bright examples of enlarged and dis- 
interested philanthropy. They are rare indeed, but 
theirmoral influence upon the church cannot but be 
salutary and lasting-.' Each- one. is a portion of pre- 
ciou-s leaven thrown into the great mass, which in^due 
vfime will work out a sure and blessed result. Covet- 
ousness, which has- so long been the sin and curse 
of the. church, must sooner or later yield up its sway 
under-the increasing light and power of gospel influ- 
ence. But the benevolent heart is pained in reflect- 
ing how ^long it will probably be, before this auspi- 
cious era will arrive, and the universal church fully 
realize the sweetness iand glory of the Saviour's 

words, " IT IS JWORB .BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RE- 
CEIVE." Is there one amongst a hundred, nay, one 
amongst a thousand of the Baptists of Ataerica, who, 
as to his' pecuniary sacrifices for the spread of the 
gospel, has a right to share the honor of her that 
anointed the Saviour for his burying, bf whom ^t was 
said, " she hath done what she could." There are 
about sixty thousand Baptists in the state of Georgia. 
Were they all to be warmed with pentecostSl fire 
and love; were the grace vouchsafed to the Macedo- 
nian churches-, which, in their deep poverty,- abounded 
still in their charities, and to their power, and beyond 
their power,C imparted of their substance to relieve 
their suffering brethren; we should soon see an 
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amount 'brought forward for benevolent purposes, 
equal, perhaps, to the present annual contributions of 
the efitire denomination for Foreign aiid Domestic 
Missions. It would no longer be" necessary to 43eg 
and , implore, and argue, to gain their consent to give, 
but with joyful haste . would each and all' come for- 
ward, " praying us with much entreaty that we would 
receive the gift," and bear it speedily- to the needy 
and perishing. There are half a million Baptists in 
the United States, who could give annually, from fifty 
cents to one thousand dollars foTj the dissemination of 
gospel light. Yet there are thousands, vVhom God 
has blessed with plenty, and who profess to- have been 
purchase'd with the blood of Christ, and to be heirs 
of a heavenly crown,- whd have not a mite to give ; 
and of those that do sometliing, how many are^ar- 
ihing men, and dollar meti, who -would be the hap- 
pier and the richer for increasing their bounty a hun- 
dred fold. When our brethrea shall all begin to feel 
that tlie highest and noblest object they are to have 
in view in making money, is " to give it hack again to 
the Giver, in sofne useful icay," when they shall all 
begin to associate the claims of Zion with the daily 
wants of their wives and children, and plow, and 
sow, and reap for the Lord and hisrcause, rather than 
for the gratification of their own pride and covetous- 
ness, and love of ease ; when each shall^settle it in 
his mind tp do what he can, certainly, systematically, 
and from established and deep-seated principle, then 
will abundant means flow in, for all needful objects 
in our ovni, and every foreign land ; hay, it might 
soon be' necessary to Bay to tlie churches, as was said 
to ancient Israel when contributing for the Ark and 
the Tabernacle, " tlie -peo lie hting much more 111 an 
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enough for the service of . the work}' It la liigh time 
&!■ U% as a people, to bemoan our sins, and repent in 
dnst and ashesf- What poor- returns have we made to 
the Lord for all his benefits [ Th©-examples of Jud- 
son, and Cobb, and Withington, and Mercer, re- 
prove us ; especially are we reproved by the example 
of 6ur4)lessed Saviour, who, "though he was, rich, yet 
for our sakes hecame poor^ that we.tlirowgh his poverty 
might he rieJi." 



CHAPTER XII,. 

yiiliappy divUions in' ihe churches. — 'Mr. Mprcei'!) opinions as to 
Xhu causes. — His Circular Letter published in tlic Convention 
Minutes of 1831. — Usefulness at. ministers' meetings. — Extracts^ 
from his sermon on mihisicfial union. — Loiters to Mr. B. and 
Mr. L. 

For. twenty-five or thirty years- previous to 1829, 
the Baptist churches of Georgia had Iiv«d in great 
peace Und harmony. Some occasional difficulties, it 
is true, had occurred, but -they were generally con- 
fined to narrow bounds, to inconsiderable numbers, 
and were of comparatively.short duration. The years 
1827 and 1828 were signalized by a remarkable out- 
pouring of the spirit upon many of the churches, and 
by uncommonly Iqfge aiid rajSd accessions to their 
numbers. 

This period of unexampled prosperity was followed 
by^ extraordinary efforts on -the part of the adversary 
of the church, to sow the tares of strife and confu- 
sion. 'A great reaption in the zeal of many of Christ's 
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ministers and people seems to have taken place-j 
practical godliness was too generally neglected ; , thqse 
continued ani well directed means, -Whic]3l^ are so es- 
sential to perpetuate and multiply the happy results 
of powerful revivals of religion, were -greatly neg- 
lected; and of course vye need not be much surprised 
that the efforts of the enemy were so sadly aiTd exten- 
sively successful. • The writer would- gladly ayoid all 
reference to this unpleasant topic ; but a narrative 
that should entirely overlook it, would not be a full 
and faithful record of the life of Mr. Mercer. Whilst, 
therefore, a sense of duty coihpels him to take a cur- 
sory view of some events which cannot be called to 
mind but with the deepest sorrow, he trusts that he 
will not be suspected of the most distant intention to 
afflict the feelings of a single christian brother, or to 
rend afresh those vvounds which are now so rapidly 
healing under the gracious care of the great-Head of, 
the church. • . 

A disposition on the part of some of the assGcia-' 
tions to interfere in what was considered an arbitrary 
and. unscriptural manner with' the ^affairs of the 
churches, was one of the most fruitful sources of the 
many distressing evils which so long affected the Bap- 
tists of. Georgia. The encroachments of associations; 
were met with pTompt resistance on the part of mgny 
of the churches, mingled, oftentimes, no doubt, with 
a spirit not the most lovely and conciliating ; this, in 
some instances, ^was fSlJowed by ^tempts on the pait 
of the associations to justify their previous course, 
and by further actsj which the churches deesned an 
unwaiTantable interference with their rights. The 
result of these proceedings was, that some of the 
cliurches withdrew from the associations, and some 
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were withdrawn from ; whilst others were gadly di- 
vided amongst themselves, and rqnt into fragments. 
In niany cases,'associational borrespondence was laid 
aside, ministerial friendship and intercourse were en- 
tirely suspended; aiid the communion and tjie ffellowr 
ship of the phurches broken. Bitter jealousies, evil 
surmisirfgs, and uncharitable accusations were multi- 
plied; wbilst the occasional attempts which were 
made -to- bring about a more desirable sts^te of thirags, 
seemed for a time, only to aggravate the disorders 
tkey were intended- to cure. In the mfean time,- the 
anti-missionary spirit, which it is to be feared had 
been secretly operating for several years, burst forth 
in great violence, and by its rending, non-fellowship 
policy, increased still further the work of strife and 
con&sion. It was one of the greatest afflictions of 
Mr. Mercer's life,, that some pf the- brethren with 
whom he had co-operated on terms of christian confi- 
dence and affection, became alienated from him; and 
from those noble,. benevolent objects which he had so 
long been engaged-in sustaining, and that some even 
went so far as -to accuse him of a departure from the 
gospel faith. " 

Under such ^peculiar circumstances, it seemed that 
important duties devolved upon the intelligent and 
influential members of the denpniination ; and espe- 
cially, upon the venerable father whose counsels had 
ever been so much valited in times of difficulty and 
trial. 'It was of great importance to ascertain and 
, exhibit the causes of these ijiultiplied afflictions, aijd 
also to search out and unfold the appropriate reme- 
dies ; to place in a clear and convincipg light, before 
the churches and associations, the established princi- 
ples of the denomination, and wherein these piinci- 
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pies had been lost sight of; and not otily to bring 
back the ening to correct principles of discipline, 
but, as -far as possible, to' assuage, exasperated feeling,' 
and restore divided and alienated brethren to feach 
others -confid€(nce,-fello"wship, and affection. In th« 
efforts wMch were made to acGomplish these de- 
sirable ends, Mr. Mercer, as might have been^xpect- 
ed, .took, a conspicuous part. His faithful exertions 
at aBSociwional meetings, lii^rprivate.lalfibrs with breth- 
ren by epistolary correspondence and personal inter- 
course,, his able circulars arid, essays, together with 
his numerous editorial communications in the Index,' 
in exposition of the faith and practice of the denomi- 
nation, and his prompt, indefatigable labors at impor- 
tant ministerial convocations, all go to - illustrate the 
ardent zeal with which he tailed for^reconeiliation 
and peace, as well as the great utility of the services 
which he rendered. 

The disunion jof the churches had been. charged by 
some to the objects and operations of the Baptist 
.State Convention. . In -reference to this accusation, 
Mi\ Mercer makes the following judicious remarks. 
" J3efore any acts can be considered ' fellowship-de- 
stroying,' they must be ascertained to be either im- 
mora;l in themselves, or evil in their tendency. But 
what immorality or evil tendency was there in the ob- 
jects of the G-eneral Association ? For instance, what 
immorality can tliei-e be in an effort to unite the itiflu- 
ence and pious intelligence of Georgia baptists, so as 
thereby .to facilitate their union and co-operation i 
Or what evil can there be va. forming and encouraging 
plans for the revival of Experimental and practical 
religion ] Or can there be any sin in giving effect to 
the useful plans of the several Associations ? • Oe can 
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it Jae thought a ba^ thing to furnish the tneans for the 
education of yowng, piaus waA. indigent men, who are 
approved by their churches as called of God to the 
gospel ministry ? Or' can it be regarded by any as an 
immoral thing to promote pious and/ -useful education 
in the Baptist denomination?^ ^e cannot conclude 
that any man whose mind has been in any wise im- 
bued by that wisdom which is nepessary to ^rect,.yv"^ 
pretend there is any cause in any of these objects to 
break the union of the churches." 

Some of Mr, Mercer's views as to t)ie real causes 
of the unhappy divisions complained of may be-i-Leam- 
ed from one or two extracts from his editorial , com- 
munications. 

"All divisions are the fruit of contentimi and strife, 
originating in pride an^d ambition, the agitating., of 
' tmlearnedJ, questions,^ or departures from the true 
faith and order. There is no evil against w^hjclr we 
are more advised and cautioned ,in scripture, than 
this ; which, shows, not only the evil of paity strifes, 
but the unhappy bias under which we naturally tend 
to divide- and break asunder the cords which bind us 
tog€!ther in unity and peace ; and against which we 
ought therefore to keep up a most strenuous guard.A. 

" I consider the causes of these divisions, which 
have rent our churcheg and spoiled our beauty, as a 
denomination," are to Be found in the neglect, of a 
godly discipline, smA. the coT\sec\aent tesvih.^ - 

" Our Lord has laid down a few plain rules of gov- 
ernment, and ^established a tribunar in his church, at 
which all offences are to be tried and jjJecjdied ; and 
from which there is no appeal. I believe it is adopted 
by all regular Baptists as the doctrjne t)f ,£!hrist, >that 
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his church is his kingdom on earth; that he sits . in 
judgment there ; arid that when a gcfspel church is 
sitting in gospel order, for the transaction of discipli- 
nary business, there is not a Jiigher court on earth ; 
and that such church is arrai^hahh at no other, or 
foreign bar : because het Judge is in h^r midst, anil 
-has commanded' Tier implicit; obedience. Now any 
departure from these rules, and any appeal from this 
authority and tribunaV, will, can do no other than pro- 
duce amongst Baptists, strifes and divisions." 

Again Ije observes : 

" The Lord has laid down those rules by which a 
godly government can be kept up, and all the sepa- 
rations or (distinctions placed between the righteous 
and the wicked, which aie necessary for all the pur- 
poses of godliness in the world. Now any.rulfes set 
up, other than his, are stumbling blocks set up, by 
which brethren are made to fall. - When churches or 
associations establish rules which the scriptures no- 
. where require, and make the observance of them ne- 
cessary to fellowship ;' then they cause dimsions and 
offences contrary to t^e doctrine we have learned.' We 
think our brethren have gotten into the habit of plac- 
ing too great stress on particular points of-dootrine, 
and even on a particuTar mode of construing them, 
and are determined on forcing a uniformity of faith 
by associational union. — If so, they will causes divi- 
sions, and not union. Union between christians, is like 
the.coming together of twp straight edges, it readily 
forms a joint'; or it is like the going up of the tem- 
ple, where hp tool of iron was necessary to bring any 
thing to a joint. Force will never make a union 
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'among cliristians ; but force wfU drive them out of 
joint. Where force is used, therefore, lo keep the 
unity of the faith, it will always cause divisions and 
(fences, contrary to the doctrisiie we- have learned. 
When wiir our" brethren learn the easy ihay of keep- 
ing the unity of , the faith in the hand of peace?" 

In the following extract, Mr. Mercer glances at an 
evil which "had become unhappily prevalent amongst 
some of his rtunistering brethren, and which he re- 
proves in the spirit of christian kindness. 

"Among the ministers of Christ, there is a diversity 
of gifts, and of course, different strains of preaching. 
Some are set, like Paul, for the defence of the gos- 
pel, or the establishment of the saints in faith,-; others, 
like James^' to excite cbristian ' pjofessors to every 
good word and work. ' In this strain of preaching 
there may be an appearance of heterodoxy in its ten- 
dency, which is not real. Arid still more so in the 
strain of the evangelists, who are sent to call sinners 
to repentance. There must then be great care taken 
in such cases, lest t7t.e oil and the wine be hurt. "But 
should- it be satisfactorily clear that the tendency is 
too heterodox, t'hen the churcfh~(or rather those breth- 
ren who notice it and are best able to judge,) should 
converse freely, and admonish such an one tenderly. 
and faithfully; and if this'does not remedy the evil, 
he should be reproved shairply by the pastor or el- 
ders : and if this fails, he should be called before the 
church, and if he refuse to be subject to the church's 
counsel, his gift must be taken from him, and if he 
refuse to lay it,down, or otherwise caiTy himself dis- 
orderly 'and incorrigibly, he must be excluded. 
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" We take this occasion to state pur conviction that 
there is utterly a fault among the ministers of Christ ; 
that is, instead of each one pursuing- his proper call- 
ing, accarding to the gift lie has received of the Lord, 
and all laboring in different parts, of the same field 
together, to obtain the same great object, they too b£- 
ten fall out and accuse orie another of some supposed 
error, or inconsistency in their matter -or manner of la- 
bor; each one at the same time sacrificing so far to his 
own drag, as to condemn his fellow servants because 
tiiey do not labor preei^eli/ vdth him. Thus the Jtigk 
predestinarians accuse the low vi^ith arminianism ; and 
in turn the- Jow accuse the Mg/i with antinomianism. 
Now this may be in some cases true ; and proper 
steps should be taken, in the sjnrit of christian meek- 
ness, to remedy it : but this spirit of crimination and 
recryiiination cannot be right. Let not him, therefore, 
that preaches the cpveiiant and all things oriered in 
it and. maie sure, despise him that preaches that men 
should repent, and exhorts, admonishes and beseeiehee 
them to turn to God through Christ ; nor yet him that 
dwells on practical godliness, because he does not 
preach election in every sermon ; and let not those, 
despise him that preaches the purposes of God in the 
salvation of his ^chosen people, as the theme of his 
ministry, for God may have accepted them all in their 
different spheres bf labor. 

" We most affectionately exhort and admonish all 
our brethren in the ministry, to cease to look on each 
other with an evil eye, and to speak of each other 
with harsh words. But let us all rather take the 
Apostle's advice in Rom. 14 : 13. in view of the most 
solemn and interesfing fact that every one of us shall 
give account op himself to God. ' Let us not there- 
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fore Judge one another any ' liibre : but judge this 
rEtther, that no man put a stumbling block, or an occa- 
'sion to.fall, in his brother's WEty.' " 

~- A- Circular from the pen of Mr. Mercer, and pub- 
lished in the Convention Minutes of 1831, has a direct 
bearing upon the topics embraced in the present chap- 
ter ; and it contains so much sound an4 valuable in- 
.Btructiori, as to entitle it to a prominent place in these 
biographical sketches. 

" Men and BRETHnEif, 

" Having obtained help of G-od, we are nov/ as- 
eembied; according to appointment, and for the time 
we have been together, have had much pleasure in 
meeting- and enjoying each other's company, harmony 
in deliberation, and coniibrt in the prospect 'Taefore 
us ; ■ though, at the same time, mingled with sorrow, 
for the desolations of Zion : And, therefore, beg, leave 
to address yOu, ina few unvarnished rernarks, on the 
importahce of a, more elevated standard of christian 
morality among the churches and ministers of our de- 
nomination. J,; ": 

" The standard of christian morals, in itself consid- 
ered; is THE TRUTH, as it is in Jesiis ; and is incapa- 
ble of eitSer elevation or depression :" but- in our pre- 
sent design, it means the public estimation and ^mc- 
iicaJTregard,- in which it is held^; andwillbe higJier 
or lower, according to- the views '^rjuth obtains in the 
denomination; and to which the practice of the 
churches will conform, and will be elevated or de- 
pressed accordingly.* Just as water seeks its own 
level, or as the conduct of a community accords to 
public opinion"; so willjihristians' morals be itifluenced 
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by the standard of piety and godliness, as held sacred 
among 'the churches. This will be strikingly illus- 
trated by reference to the one only- point,- in, which, 
we think, this standard is sufficiently raised aniong us, 
that is, it is vniversally agreed that immersioii, and 
nothing but immersion is baptism ; and the practice is 
everywhere, in the denojnination, one! and the same — 
there is no difference — ^no dispute about it. Now if 
the standard was' equally elevated in every other 
■point of faith and duty, the churches would' be in all 
points, in th.e same practical unity and peace ; and 
tending fast to pelfectness. Just as rays of light con- 
verge, as they approach their centre, so we, in follow- 
ing this standard, when duly elevaied, shall approxi- 
~ mate each other, as we approach the trutjh, as it is 
in Jesus ; and losing all asperities in assiiflilations to 
him, who is the truth itself, be swallowed up in light. 
But as rays of light, flying off from their source^ di- 
verge^ as .theyfly, till they lose themselves in regions 
of unbroken darkness; so we, in pursuing a depress-^ 
ed standard of piety, must widen and separaie— be- 
come less arid less-ardent in christian affections, and 
losing all sense of vital union, merge into bitter ani- 
mosities and destructive feuds, and, lost in ourselves 
and to each othei^ be disembogued in the blackness 
of that darkness w'hich is reserved unto ibandering 
stars for ever. That the standard of christian morali- 
ty is deplorably low among the ministers and churches 
of our denomination, is too obvious to be concealed. 
:" beloved friends and brethren, to bring your minds 
to bear on this lamentable case, permit us to ask you 
a few plain questioi^. 

"Are there not many professors among us, whose 
spirit, life, and conversation, illy become the gospel 



JESSE' MERCER. 265 ' 

of Christ — worUly in their views, and mercenary in 
all they do, so, that if they w:ere not seen iji church 
meeting, or at tlie Lord's table, they could hot be told 
from mere worldlings ? And yet, do they not go un- 
reprovepl ? 
■ " Are there not many, who, to the entire neglect of 
all family religion, seldom attend church meeting, and 
habitually live irreverently, if not irrimorfflly. ? And' 
are they not suffered to go undisciplined ? 

" And others there are," who, in -the plainest sense, 
are drunltards. . - 

"And i^ovi^na drunkard Tiatht any place in tl^e 
kingdom of God and of Christ,- yet do they not by 
some means — by feigned repentance, or enipty and 
vain, resolves, continue frpm youth to old age in the 
church, frequently, if not habitually, drunk? ^nd 
are there not many such cases 1 

"And more, is it not common, th^X mere negative 
goodness is ail-that is requisite to constitute a member 
in goo^ standing, and to recommend him, as such, to 
a sister church ] — But does not the parable of the fig 
tree' reprove this .practice % since the tree was not 
threatened to be cut down for bearing evil fruit, but 
because it.bore none 1 ■ 

" And moreoter, is there not evidently a want of 
union and concert among both ministers and churches 
of pur denomination ? 

m " Have not instances occurred in which sonie 
churches have disciplined their members for what 
others have winked at, or even commended in theirs ?/ 
And have not- censiJred, , and even . excluded mem- 
bers of some, been received and nurtured by other 
churches 1 "■ 

" And- have not ministers gotten into heated and 
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Tturtful controversies with one another — ^breathing to- 
wards each other the moat crude asperities and cruel 
animosities ] And is it not true, that one has preach- 
ed what another, in, and to the sam&' congregation, 
has contradicted and exposed, as unsound and dan- 
gerous ; by which questions which gender itrife, have 
abounded % And has not all this passed off too, without 
any effort tojcorrect the evil, or to reconcile these in- 
considerate brethren ] 

" Does it not then, brethren, behoove us to inquire, 
with great earnestness, for the causes of these afflic- 
tions % And on «lose examination, will they not be 
fourld, mostly, ,if not altogether, in the following jialr- 
ticulars ? i " 

"1. In f, xoant of-carefulness in the admission of 
mernbers. 

" By a cursory review . of the New Testament 
chuBches, it will be readily 'seen, that they Were all 
eonatituted of believers in Clirist alone, such as were 
called to be saints — all of one heart and one soul : — 
that the first churches w^ere patterns for all others, 
which should be built up. Hence the church in Thes- 
salonica was commended, for becoming followers of 
those' which were in Judea. That they kept a close 
guard at the door of admission, whose vigilance the 
unworthy^and 'designing had to escape and creep in 
Vnawares ; but they soon found themselves in so hot 
m^ed, that they went out of their own accord. And 
HVa would have been the effect even till note, if the 
IPandard h^d been kept up equally high. But alas ! 
even in the apostles' days, the mystery of iniquity 
was at work; and the standard of godly practice was 
soon lowered, so that men of comipt ihinds and loose 
morals could live in the churches ; and they were cor- 
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rupled in their pristine simplicity, unity and beauty, 
they liad in Christ, and became the, subjects of severe 
rebukes, and were even threatened with extinction ! 

" Now wer-e not all these things written for our ad- 
monition, to -the intent that we should be careful to 
admit into the churches of Christ, none but such as 
'give good evidence of being one spirit with the Lord, 
^and mejnhers in particular with his body? — lest we 
should incur the displeasure they incurred ; and that 
too denounced against Israel, (probably the churches 
in ojir day were in the prophet's eye,) Ezek. 44: 6, 7._ 
Thus saith the Jjord God ; O ye house of Israel, let 
it suffice you of all your abominations ; in that ye have 
brought into my sanxtuary, strange^Sy^ undrcumcised 
in heart and itncircumcised infiesh, to be in my sanc- 
tuary, to pollute it; even my house, when ye mffer my 
bread, the fat and the blood ; and they have broken 
my covenant, because of all your abomiriations. And 
ye have'not kept the charge of my holy things. This 
last complaint plainly shows, 

"2. The vscant of a close and goodly disciplitie. 

" Christ, as hpad of his church, has constituted the 
power to govern in the body, according to his laws, 
for edification, and not destruction ; for the preserva- 
tion of the churches in pv,rity, unity, and peace. But 
when discipline is neglected or loosely executed, the 
exa;ot opposite state of things must ensue. Corrupt 
men, suffered or -tolerated in the churches, vnll seek 
their own level, and like the old leaven, wiU corrode 
'and corrupt the vvhole body, and tend to rnore ungod- 
lipess ; SU, by their ^limber and'influence, the church, 
at iliis or that place, may become .a mere worldly 
sanctuary, or a synagogue of Satan. These delete- 
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rious effects, it is believed, will be found to grow very 
much out of, ■ 

" 3. An inefficient ministry.- 

" The gospel ministryj in all its gi'ades, was given 
to, and constituted in, the church, to bring all itf the 
Unity of the faith, unto the stature of the fulness- of 
Christ. But it must be obvious' to any one, that such 
an end can never be accomplished by a weah, conten- 
tious, and divided Tdinistry. Say what we fiiay of the 
church's power to govern, and even to govern her- 
.ministers ; and yet it will he ti-ue, that ministers give 
tone and impulse to public feeling, direction and ener- 
gy to public spirit, and power and efficiency to public 
effort. The corruptions and errors of Israel are 
charged on her prophets,-who, refusing to speak the 
word of -the Lord faithfully , saw vain visions of peace, 
and taught out' of the imagination of their evil heart. 
And the divisions and ofences, which rent, with fierce 
controversies, the churches at Antioch, Corinth, Ga- 
latia, Cappadocia, Bythinia, and Asia, are charged to 
those ministers who preached doctrines coptrary to 
that .taught'by the apostles. Against these, not only 
foreign, but also of their own selves, the churches were 
cautioned, warned, reproved, and even threatened. 
And shall we be inattentive to these things 1 Similar 
causes will produce similar effects. Therefore, as is 
the ministry, such will be the churches. If ministers 
are inefficient, the churches will be we&h and. waver- 
ing : if ministers , arei in controversy among them- 
selves, the churches will be in confusion : if ministers 
break asunder, the churchlis ysiUljdivide, and* fall into 
party-feuds. Apd are not these things so ? Have 
we not, brethren, reason to take the apostolic caution : 
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if yehiteand, devour one another^ take heed that ye he 
not consume^ one of another ? Surely, in the plaintive 
strain of the weeping prophet, we should inquire : 
Is ther^ no halm, in Gilead ; is there no physician 
there ? Why then, ispo't the health of the daughter 
of my people recovered J^ Let us examine prayerfully 
and practically, atid' see if the health of the churches 
cannot be found iij, ><i . 

"1., A more careful regard to an, elevated, standard 
of faitli and piety, in the experience and character o^ 
those who are deceived to'membership among us. '' 

"All bodies derive their qjialibies from' the ele- 
ments of whicti they are Composed.- No church, 
therefore, ean be njore righteous and holy, than the 
msiV^&ch inilvid^ally are. Then if the church is the 
beauty of holiness, the members must be heauti/ied,i 
with salvation. If the church is one body, each iliem- 
ber must have one heart and one soul. If the church 
is the Lord our righteousness, the. members must all 
be one spirit with the Lord. And if the church is the 
light jf, the WQrldf and the joy of the whole earth, 
each member must be light in the Lord, and glow 
witJi a sacred passion to malle him knov(Ti to me ends • 
of the earth. n 

" When due care: is had that tlie members of the 
cli|irches dre all, righteous^; and discipline is evelry- 
wh'eKe duly executed in the right spirit, then the stan- 
dard of holines's to the' Lord will be elevated, and 
true godliness promoted, till a state of efficient, prac- 
tical. piety will exhibit the chiirches as a company of 
horses in Pharaoh's chariots ; and terrible^as an arjny 
with hanriers. But to effectuate this, we believe will 
reqirire", '^ ' * .. 

" 2. A more careful attention to tKe qualifications 
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and faithfulness of those who are pi;eSBrred among us 
to the gospel ministry. 

" liothing can be more certain, than if the churches 
are ever raised tabe holiness unto thi Lord, the ability 
and fidelity requisite, mu^t be.sought for in the con- 
stitution of ministers.-^ Ap.i*wEerever .this is neglect- 
ed, tte consequences must- be most deleterious to the 
purity, unity and peace of<4he' churches. ' Let none 
say, ' God will qualify his ministers — he will give 
them matter and form^ This, we fear, is the very 
spirit that ruined ^Israel; they cne<^ peace, peace'; 
when there was no peace ! Something must be prac- 
tically' sjiA. efficiently done to remedy the evils among 
ua' It is now generally conceded, that both miracle 
and the irispiration of the tiutb, ceased with the Apos- 
tles, If so, ministers now have no- just dependence 
on inspiration for what they preach : only as they are 
instructed to understand the" truth, from the inspired 
scriptures. This shows the import-ance of education, 
which seems to be the scripture plan. Those sent 
out by the Apostles incurred blame, in that they 
taught -wjhat they . were not commanded ; proving 
plainly enough, that they 'were authorized to preach 
nothing bu| what they were taught. — Thus Paul in- 
structed Timothy and Titus to preach and teach the 
things (not with which they were inspired, but those) 
thej§ had heard and learned of him, ; and to commit 
them to those men only who were able and faithful to 
teach others also, as they had been taught. , And 
Christ lays down the same rule in Matt. 13 : 52. Ev- 
ery scribe instructed (^not inspired) into the kingdom of 
h'eaven, (or the gospel of Christ,) is like unto a house- 
holder, who bringetK ou.t of his treasures things new 
and old. 
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" And surely, it is just as senseless- to send out a 
man to preach tie gospel which he had never been 
taught, with any expectation of his teaching it cor- 
rectly, as it Would- be to employ a man to teach all 
the branches of a refined education, who had never 
studied' their elementary principles. — But it may be 
asked-^-does not God da iptoie for the one than for 
the other 1 Yes, blesselj be his name ! he d«ies.-:-He 
gives to the man iie calls into the ministry, his holy 
Spirit to impress and le&d his mind to the work, to 
- elevate a,nd open his understanding in the study jof 
the scriptures, to know and receive the truth,, and 
aptness to impsirt it to 'others. And to secxae faith - 
fulness in the discharge of the duties of this highly 
responsible o&ce^ he gives, not only the spirit of fear, 
hut of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. But 
that man might as well be expected to know arid ex- 
plain all the ;beauties of nature, whose eyes had never 
been opened on its volume, as for a minister to preach 
the truth as it is in,, Jesus, who neither knows nor stu- 
dies the scriptures. Nor can he 'else preserve the 
ministry from blame by knowledge, or show himself 
approved unto XSod,, a workman that neideth not to be 
ashamed f rightly dividing .the word of triith. 

',' Besides, the results to be had by the gospel min- 
istry, are such as can never be attaln'ed, unless, ^writy 
in knowledge, unity in design and purpose, and fidel- 
ity in praetide be first found in the ministers. /They 
must be taught all to speak the same things ; they 
must become sensible to mutual obligations, and the 
iniportance of unity in effort. And when ministers, 
of every degree, shfall be found in unity, all workers 
together with the Lord, all pulling at once, and the 
same way; none too selfish to receive help — too 



262 ■ MEMouis gF 

proud to be taught — too wise to leani— too indepen- 
dent to submit— ^nor "too great to be least; but all 
studying to be prejjared to do the work of the Lord^-; 
meditating diligently on the things tp,ught in his word ' 
— ^^and wholly giving themselves to them, that their 
•profiting (not their greatness) iruiy uppear to all; 
then the standard of christian morality will be ele- 
vated, and the churches will all fall into jregular ranks 
under its flyiiig banners ; and ' onward' shall be heard 
from every camp of our Israel, till they all come^ in 
the unity of the faith, and, of the linowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 

OP THE STATURE OF THE FULNESS OP ChRIST. 

■K 

'" Pilstors and churches then, 
All with united Uen, 

Wrap'd in seraphic Hame, 
God and the Lanih to praise, , 
Shall shout through^endless day;:. 

The long— the loud aiHen.' 

"Jesse "^kvhser. Moderator." 

In consideration of the important service rendered 
by Mr. Mercer (xj'the cause of Christ, by his able ex- 
position from time to time of the principles of gospel 
discipline) a silver medal, containing appropriate -in- 
scriptions, was presented him by some of his breth- 
ren in 1836. Subjoined, is an extract from the letter 
which accompanied the medal. 

" TalboUmi, May L 1336. 
"Brother Mercer, 

" IncloiSedj is a small medal which has been copi- 
mitted to my care for you. It was prepared by the 
direction of bi-ethren in. the Central Association, and 
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sent by tlietn as -a token of their regard for you. 
Thouglv ihe medal is marked as from' the C.- A. &c.,' 
it is truly from certain brethren of that, body, as stated 
above, and-' not frpni the body, itself. We hope you 
Xvill accept it with' this explanation, and, receive it in 
the same- spirit oi friendship which prompted us to 
offer it. " ■ •• 

, * * * * # 

" Yours truly, 
• , "J.H.Campbell.." 

The discussions which were carried on for several 
years, through the columns of the Index,- and other 
channels, ^and in which the subject of this memoir 
took a distinguished part, tended greatly to settle the 
churches in correct views of many important princi- 
ples, and particularly those relating to church and as- 
socig,tional powers ; still it was evident that some- 
thing farther was necessary to remove deep-seated 
prejudices, soften down excited feelings, and bring 
the scattered ranks of the brethren into useful and 
affectionate co-operation. From time to time, sug- 
gestions were made '\h favor of a general ministers' 
meeting, in hope that by this united prayers and coun- 
sels of such an assembly, some effectual balm might 
be found 'for Zion's bleeding wounds. For a while, 
these recommendations received but little attention ; 
but at lengtlir they were revived and urged in such a 
manner as to secure a respectable meeting of minis- 
ters at the village of Forsyth, in July, 1836. Mr. 
Mercer's feelings w^ere much enlisted in the meeting ; 
he trought to it the vnimpaired strength of his great 
mind, the aid of his golden counsels, and the unction 
of, a sweet and heavenly temper. .If any good -re- 
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suited' from that meeting, (and that its influence has 
been salutary and lasting, no reasonable doubt can be 
entertained,) much of it ,may justly be ascribed to ibe 
-prudent' zeal and matured wisdom of Mr. Mercer. 
iSiough the attendance was not as full as could have 
been desired, and some little incidfents occulted dur- 
ing the progress of 'the meeting, not altogether the 
mosl agreeable, yet on the whole, it was a memora- 
ble occasion. There ^jvas a free and profitable inter- 
change of views upon many important subjects ; the' 
mingled tears of penitence and christian affection 
were seen to flow; mutual acknowledgments were 
made by many, and mutual forgiveness sought and 
extended ; and many fervent prayers ascended to the 
God of Israel, that, the hurt of the daughter of his 
people "might be healed. " It was a sight on which 
angels could not but look with peculiar delight, to 
see those, who, for years, had been cold and distant, 
who had thought and spoken hard things against tlieir 
brethren,' and even cast out their names as evil, ac- 
knowledging their errors with tears, and begging 
pardon. The readiiifess with which it was granted, 
nrelted all in the house. !Every eye was wet, and 
every^heart Jkll. The feelings of that hour more 
than Compensated for all the toils and difficulties of 
attending the meeting. AH seemed to feel, ' I'm glad 
I come."* From that time, the woirk of conciliation 
has been steadily and suc'cessfuUy progressing; min- 
isters, and churclies,_and associations, have gradu"ally 
flowed into pleasant correspondence -and fellowship; 
so that at the present, with the exception of our anti- 
missionary brethren, and a comparati'vely small num- 

* An extract from the minutei of the Forsyth meeting. 
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ber of churches who lean to €ree-will sentiments, the 
Baptists of G-eorgia present, in a highly encouraging 
degree, the aspect of a harmonious and united people. 

Several other ministers' meetings were held from 
time to time, attended with consequences more oi less 
beneficial ; and in which the aid of Mr. Mercer was 
still conspicuous. He was much in favor of a per- 
manent organization, which should imbody, as far as 
possible, the Baptist ministers of the stare, and bring 
them regularly together for the purpose '"of pious con- 
sultation and' fraternal intercourse. He was well con- 
vinced,' and upon- the most conclusive grounds, that 
the strife of th^ tjhurches had originated mainly in 
the contentions of ministers, and that no better ex- 
pedient could be devised -to draw together the scat- 
tered flock, than to secure unanimity of feeling, sen- 
timent and action amongst the shepherds of the flockl 
A State Ministers' Meeting was organized at Eaton- 
ton, in October, 1838; but it was found exceedingly 
difficult to secure a general' attendance at any of its 
subsequent sessions, and in two or three years, it lan- 
guished. into non existence. 

In accordance with a previous appointment, Mr. 
Mercer preached a discourse at Eatonton, at the time 
above specified, on " the importance of union anlongst 
ministers of the gospel ;" and at the particular re- 
quest of the meeting before whorn it was delivered, 
it Was afterwards published. The sermon^is founded 
on John 17 ; 11. "Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name,. those whom thou hast given me, that they 
may be one as we are one." It abounds in riqh and 
original thought, and forcibly illustrates the nature of 
that union which g^ould exist amongst^ ministers, and 
the great importance of rnainfaining it in fiill'and 
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constant vigor, A few of the concluding pages, ara 
here subjoined. 

" To conclude, — If the ppsitioii taken at first, name- 
ly, that ministers form a distinct class in the chttrch 
of Christ, with separate'^ and peculiar obligations and 
duties, has been' established ; and the nature and ex- 
tent of their unity have been correctly defined, as 
suggested in the text, then it rnust be obvious to the 
slightest review^, tbat the manner of rearing up minis- 
ters, and of the general course of the ministry in our 
denomination, in Oeorgia at least, has been very de- 
fective. Theirs has been, for the most part, an iso- 
lated and individual course, thrown entirely on per^ 
sonal, or at most, on ecclesiastical responsibility. This 
defected state of ^things among us, I will attempt to il- 
lustrate by the following similes. And 

"1. A king stations a garrison well pfScered and 
defended, in the midst of a revolted colony, in order 
to redeem and bring back by kindness, his rebellious 
subjects to loyal submission. He commits to these 
officers the terms of peace, and gives them authority 
to establish ne_w garrisons, and comiriission other offi- 
cers, as the case might require. These officers pjo- 
ceed on their mission, with due deference to the hon- 
or of their sovereign ; and many of the colonists re- 
turn to their allegiance ; and new garrisons are set- 
tled, and officers are commissioned. AH things for'a 
while, went on very well. In appointing to office, 
they were careful to select such men as gave full evi- 
dence of a sound reformation, and a just regard for 
the laws, government, and honor of the king ; and 
who possessed such abilities and dispositions as fitted 
thenj for the execution of the duties of their office, 



JE.SS1!; MEUCEK. 267 

and an honorable association with themselves in sus- 
taining the government, peace and happiness of the 
realm. But in process of time, the officers who were 
in those days, became careless in this department of 
their duty, and commissioned any who were present- 
ed to.them by the garrisons, who, in like manner, had 
become indifferent, with little regard to their qualifi- 
cations for 6ffice,' or their attachments to the govern- 
ment and honor of the king. So the garrisons were 
satisfied, all was weZ^, .throwing the whole resppnsi- 
bility on the incumbents and the garrisons. — Thus the 
officers soon became vain, self conceited and proud. 
Strife was engendered among themselves and the gar- 
risons ; and the. garrisons soon enlisted for their re- 
spective partizans; and. so the whole colony was 
filled with internal broil and confusion. How pic- 
turesque of the present state of things among us ! 

" Have ndt many Presbyteries ordained men to the 
' gospel ministry, purely on their own and the respon- 
sibility of the -churches to which they belonged, with 
very little, if any inquiry into their qualifications for 
the sacred office;- or the - obligations they felt for the 
honor of God, or the ministry into which they were 
being put ? - And 

" 2. I ask, if our mi'nistry do not present a likeness 
to a drove of pack-horses on an Indian trail, each go- 
ing in his own chosen path, rather than a well har- 
nessed and orderly team, moving in concert'? 

" Permit me here to state some of my ovra reflec- 
tions : I was much impressed at the Ministers' Meet- 
ing last summer, at Harmony, and still am, with one 
feature of Israel's backslidden state, as alleged by 
Isaiah 63 : 6. ' All we, like sheep, have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own wa-t,.' If, thought 
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I, being turned everyone td his ovm way, was descrip- 
tive of a revolted state in Israel, what must be now 
the state of the ministry in our denomination in Geor- 
gia ] May it not be said with great propriety, that 
wB have turned every one to Ms own way ? Have we 
not lost all union of effort ] Our brethren cannot be 
prevailed on to come together for ministerial consul- 
tation and co-operation, even in these days of Zion's 
afflictions. And why 1 even because they are turned, 
everyone td Ms own pay ! — Each one has his owii ap- 
pointments to fill, and his church-meetings must be 
attended ; and so he cannot go to a ministers' meet- 
ing. But let me ask each brother, in brotherly kind- 
ness, and .let him answer in the spirit' of candor : if 
bis secular business pressed him to go to market, 
would he not leave all and go 1 And if he had rela- 
tives at a distance, or in another state, and he felt a 
strong inclination to visit them, would he not leave all 
and go 1 And even if he took it into his head to go 
a land hunting, (perhaps on speculation,) would not 
some of you leave all and go ] But you cannot be 
persuaded to leave all, and attend a Ministers' Meetf 
ing, for mutual consultation', with a view to united, 
concentrated and vigorous effort to stop discord, and 
produce peace in the churches. 

" I am fully impressed with the sentiment, that all 
the strife and confusion which now abound among 
our ministers and churches, may be traced to the want 
of a well organized ministerial union. Or, in other 
words, if all the ministers of our order in the state, 
had, at once, formed a Ministers' Meeting, with a view 
to maintain the unity of the faith in the ' churches ; 
and had co-operated in the work of the ministry, all 
those distracting controversies, which have broken the 
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peace and spoiled the beauty of our churches, -would 
have been prevented, and the churches .continued in 
peace and love. 

"■.Let me then beseech you, brethren, now though 
very late, to rally aroundthe standa,rd of your Lord 
and Master. There may be yet a redeeming spirit 
in the .divine order, if speedily, adopted, by which the 
, plague may be stayed, and many be recovei-ed from 
its pernicious and deadly influence. What can ,b,e 
better suited, instrumentally, to arrest and redress the 
evils which are now rending the churches, than the 
combined union and co-operation of all the ministers 
in the state 1 Let all the ministers who are of one 
heart and one soul, not only in the great scheme of sal- 
vation by grace alone, but in the points of practice 
now in question, come together with one consent, and 
let their light shine in unison ; let them bring their 
united efforts to bear on 'the cause, and by every con* 
* sideration whiclb the laws of truth and brotherly kind- 
ness can urge, endeavor to persuade and convince, 
and bring back their brethren to reconciliation, peace, 
and love : and surely it may be hoped in the Lord, 
that many will pause and consider, and return to good 
order, and seek that fellowship again, which they had 
so wantonly thrown away. 

" I am aware of the difficulties which lie in the way 
of»bririging about this practical union and co-opera- 
tion of the Ministers in the Churches, because our 
young ministers have mainly had the rearing of them- 
selves in the Churches, as circumstances provided ; 
(for really the churches have taken but little care 
upon themselves about it) and they have been so long 
accustomed- tp direct their own course, according to 
their own counsel, that it will be hard to bring them 
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to submit tO' the discipline -of a Ministerial Union, and 
to act only in harmony with the body of Ministers. 
For many ministers, especially young ones, seem to 
have a peculiar fondness for a solitary course. They 
are seldom seen at a General Meeting; or, where 
they will be brought in contact with older Ministers'. 
I suppose xhej feel hest and most free when ihey are 
alone, or only in company . with those whom they 
consider their inferiors ; but surely, it is contrary to 
the plan of our Lord, as well as to the dictates of 
wisdom and common sense,'^^and well calculated to 
gender strife and create jealousies and parties, 
arid so to bring up divisions among Ministers and 
Churcheg. 

" There is another evil to_ overcome. It is this: — 
The Churches love to have it so. On the one hand, 
it frees them from much labor and care, in bringing 
forward their licentiates into the ministry ; and on the 
other, it gives them the privilege, nay, the right to 
control the labors of their ministers, which they^will 
be reluctant to abridge in tjie least, even so as to give 
them -the opportunity to attend a Ministers' Meeting. 
'Tis true, Ministers are members in the churches, and 
amenable to their authority, so far as discipline arid 
good order is concerned ; but they should think this 
again, that Ministers were not given merely for their' 
internal benefit; huiffor the vx)rTc.~qf the Miniitry, 
and the up-building of the who%t iody_ of Christ, and 
that any use they may make of _^^em which will de- 
tract from this is wrong, and derogatory tp the* claitas 
of their Lord. Although it may seem comfoitable to 
retain ministers at home, when there seems to be so 
much need of them, yet if hindering them from at- 
tending Ministers' Meetings, should be promotive of 
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discord among Minigjers and Churches, will not the 
evil be justly chargeable- on the hindering causes ? 

" Will not Ministers and Churches wake yp to the 
important work which lies on them — the -uiork of tlie 
Ministry 1 And what is it % But the whole work 
which God has determined should be instrumentally 
done, to the ends of the world — and which cannot be 
accomplished, 

" 'Till all the ransom'd Clmrch of God, 
Be sav'd, to sin no more. ' 

"In the accomplishment of this sacred design, the 
Eather and the Son are at work ; and all ministers, 
is laborers together with them, are called upon to be 
up and doing the work of the day, because the night 
Cometh w^rein no man can work. Let us then. 
Brethren, arise ; be united in one ; and be ready for 
every good word and work. And may the Lord our 
G-od be with us, and bless us, who is pur only joy and 
strength ; and to his name be all the glory, for ever 
and, ever. Amen." ' 

The three following letters were addressed to a 
worthy ministering brother, whose . mind - had been 
much perplexed upon certain doctrinal points, and 
who had been geriously involved in some of the diffi- 
culties which had so long disturbed the peace of the 
chui-ches. , . , , 

■ ' <•■ .• ,- '-_ ■- _ « 

" Dear. Bko'thep. B. 

" I have, had it in mind to write you a -few lines 
ever since we parted^at F. I was afflicted at that 
meeting* bf" the spirit manifested by some brethren 
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towards those of the N, Association ; and pleased 
at the more Christian temper of those brethren. I 
hope they will not be disposed not<to attend the next 
by reason of such treatment. Though you differ from 
most of the brethren in regard to faith in some parti- 
cular points, I am not prepared to believe you so far 
■gone as to be irreclaimable. 

" As well as I recollect, the article on .Election, in 
the system adopted by your Association, holds elec- 
tion through sanctificatipn of the Spirit, &c. This I 
think is an error. If you will ejcamine 2 Thes. 2 : 13. 
and 1 Peter 1 : 2. you wilLfind that Election is unto 
salvation and obedience, which salvation and obedience 
are through' sanctification of the Spirit, &c. But what 
is worse, the Association sermon, published by re- 
quest, is an effort to set aside personal election. Now 
if election is not of persons, but a character, then I 
cannot see how any one could be saved by it; be- 
cause God could not choose an unholy character, and 
no sinner could get into [a holy] one, and therefore 
could not be saved by it. ^y examination, you will 
see election (and its kindred doctrine, predestination) 
always holds an end in view. That end is to be holy 
— to be conformed to the image of Christ — to be saved 
— obedience — adaption, &c.- Now without contradic- 
tion the-act musibe before the end proposed by that 
act ; or the design must follow the purpose ; so ^hat 
election must be anterior to our conversion to God. 
And you can but see that the end or design of an act, 
canndt be the condition of that act. But I need not 
argue the case with you. I only wish you to consider 
the Scripture in its own light; and strive to bring your 
mind to a willingness to receive the doctrine taught 
therein without the rule of your own reason. 
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, " Surely tKe truth of the Scripture, a* it is in Jesus,' 
iC- plain enough to enable those who are under the 
influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, so far to 
agree, as that they may walk together in holy fellow"- 
ship". It is always at least worth the efibrt to attain. 
And now it. seems' that those: more antinomian are 
deitermined to Breark off on the score of missions, &c. 
It is then the more irnportant that those united in the 
benevolent pperatiqns ghould strive, and strive hard, 
to be of one ' raitld in all other essential truth, that 
they may labor together in the- great cause of God 
and Christ, and hunian happiness;' 

" I am informed that many^churches have determin- 
ed, aiid. declatedi non-fellowship with all benevolent 
societies; that Br.:'M. has taken sid.es, and aided if 
not induced 'the -O. Association to so declare. This 
nieasure vv'ill divide and. tear to pieces their own 
ranks ! I, hope this very thing will be the means of 
opening the eyes of many who' have" heretofore been 
blinded by the cry of ^ faith! faith !' 
^ ''*'*,*,■* * , 

"Now bijpther, do lay aside every stuiAbliflg block, 
and come .up to the meeting at C. ; influence- as njany 
of your brethren in the ministi-y to pome as you can,, 
and come in -hope of better treatment ; or if you 
should meet worse, to bear 'it as good soldier* of 
Jesus Christ. ' Come any how. vv ' 

" r have , written to Br., S, and entreated him to 
come. I long after you all in the G-ospel.* 
" I am, dear brother, 

'Yours in Christ, 
- . " Jesse Mercer." 
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" Washington, ■inn-e 28, 1838. 
"Dear Bbothek B. 

" Your very kind and affectionate letter of 18t5i 
iiist. was received and read a day or two since, with 
great interest. This was because, Jirst, I love you, 
and secondly, because I find you in perplexity, and 
know not what to do. And now, my dear brother, 
what shall I aay to you % You are not satisfied with 
the U. Association ; well, I fear they are gone too far 
in opposition; to the truth, as well as b©6onie negligtent 
and careless as .to measures necessary to a return of 

peace. The ^ brethren who remain, are different 

from what they were, but I fear they (many of them) 
are not over half converted. Your best resort is to 
fall in with the Q. bretTireu, as I judge. But there, a 
difficulty at once meets you. You would have to 
come up square-toed to all their articles of faith ' with- 
out note or comment.' You say, though you cannot 
go the full length of their faith; yet you .feel no dis- 
Jibsition to oppose, and their preaching is as your own. 
Perhaps you would (should you try it), not find so 
much -diffi^culty as you, fear- For my own part, I 
never was of the opinion, that a single point or article 
of faith should be made a test of fellowship. Opposi- 
tion to any point would break fellowship ; hut -so 
long as a good brother would .admit, tliough he could 
not understand a doctrine in a particular way, I should 
be in favor of holding him in fellowship. 

" You seem to think there is a discrepance between 
the holding and the preaching of the Central breth- 
ren. There may be in some. But you' [know that] 
many hold predestination, soveriSign and eternal, con- 
sistent with- man's free agency, and entire accounta- 
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bility. Tliere is a state of things,- as they lie before 
Grod, which is as determinate and as unchangeable as 
God himself J and there is another state of things, 
which lie inahe' department of the divine administra- 
tion, and in which the dispensation of the Gospel 
pi'oceeds, and in which men are treated as rational 
and intelligent beings. Now, though we may not be 
able to decipher and explain the line which separates 
these two states of things, we may find evidence 
.sufficient of their existence, and should yield to the 

conviction of their truth. 

****** 

''^Dear Brother, I have written you a fevf- crude 
thoughts. I fear they vvill do you no good ; but I 
pray to God he will direct you in the true and the 
right way. Although I think you would do wetl, 
perhaps hest, to unite with the' Central brethren, ye,t 
. So all you do in the fear of God, which is the begin- 
ning of wisdom. If I can be of any" use to, you, it 
■will -afiford me pleasure at all times to do you service. 
" I am- yours in Christ, 

" Jesse Mercer.'^ 

" WasUnston, Nov. l4 1838. 
^' Mt Dear Bkother and longed for, 

";I received your very interesting letter of 29th 
ult. and have let -it lie by, thinking that I should 
write, Truly I deSire peace sand righteousness to 
.abound amongst all God's people; but,! find it much 
«asieri;o sander, and keep at a distance, than to come 
together when once parted. Asperities and bitter- 
,ness arise, and an indifference even to be united; or 
•alienation of even Christian affections -springs up and 
grows stubborn. B-ig I, and little you, or selfishness, 
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is hard to be subdued. I feai' that some of the 

brethren will never come to that humility, which is 
needful to a union among all the parties. Also some 
of those of the U. A. are in the same case of stiffness. 
But all must be Jiumbled. I am happy to find you. are 
so moved on this subject, and rejoice in the^ course 
you have takepi I highly approve of the efforts 
made and making to reconcile the churches in the . 
vicinity of each other. This is the right way to 

bring about a more general union. 

# * * .,« * 

"I think I am as much disposed to keep bff the 
rock of .fatality as you, or any one else. I believe in 
the doctrine of predestination and election, and the 
certain and sure performance of all God's purposes ; 
and yet I believe they are to be effected strictly in 
accordance with the responsibilities and free chcnee 
of men, so, far as ,they are concerned. God does not 
operate on men as matter, bat as rational creatures ;• 
and his influences are designed to bring them to act 
according to the abilities which he gave >them, freely. 
But I do not believe ' them less sure. As to the 
Missionary Baptists uniting upon the principle of 
mutual forbearance, or ' think and let think,' I should 
have no objection if the limit could be fixed so as 
that the liberty would*-not lend to licentio9sness, and 
presently [mischief] .break out worse than ever. We 
never can agree, (I speak for myseli^) to a latitude of 
liberality, which would allow of opposition to those 

dpctrines. 

, # * # * 

" And what shall I more say ? I- know not what. ' 
May the Lord, the Prince of peace direct all our 
hearts into the love of God, and a patient waiting 
■for his presence amoagst iis. 
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*' Our State Mitiisters' Meeting is to commence on 
Thursday of next week, -to which I intend to go, if 
permitted. Shall I see you there ? I think it would 
tend to incline the ministers favorably towards you, 
and migtit give some new impulse. Wishing you 
much grace and blessing, I am, dear Brother, 

" Yours, in Christ our Lord and Saviour, 

- " Jesse Mekcer." 

The following letter vras addressed to a highly 
esteemed and^valuable brother in the ministry, (now 
no more,) who, in consequence of- what he deemed 
some improper proceedings of the Association with 
which he was connected, had withdrawn himself in a 
great measure from the society and councils of his 
brethren. It is to be hoped that it will be read with 
profit by every individu^il, who, under siraiilar cir- 
cumstances, ■ might be tempted to pursue the same 
injudicious course. 

" Washington, Dee. 8, 1838. 
"My dear Brother L., 

"I have in 'the house of my pilgrimage' constant 
proof of my want of firmness ; for I find I am much 
better to resolve, than to fulfil my purposes when 
made.^ When T was at your house, (if I recollect, 
rightly,) I told you I had often felt like harnessing up 
and coming right away to see you. When I said so, 
I said truly; but' how have I fulfilled 1 For a long 
time, now I have often thought I would write, but 
still 1 have neglected it."" I have been no indifierent 
observer of things as they have transpired, in refer- 
ence to you. I assure you, brother, many an anxious 
thought — many an inquiry has gone up towards jour 
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dwelling to ascertain how you were- doing, and'wliat 
were the most probable future prospects in reference- 
to you; for 'My brother, I an> much distressed for 
thee ; For. very pleasant hast thou been to me.' I 
have been looking for your return frora your j>oZm«- 
tary exilement, and that the ancient order of things 
would be restored amongst us again; but again I feau 
I shall be deceived! O, that I may not be disap- 
pointed in this hope ! > I cannot think of you as deady 
but stilt I have thought, as somewhac applicable to 
you, on wiat was said of Enoch, ' he was not.' Me- 
thinks he had been a constant associate with the few 
pigus cotemporaries: of His- dayj (rendered probably 
the more precious by being few,) and labored so assi- 
duously in all the ways* of piety and usefulness, 
known to them for the honor of Gtodr and mutual 
edification';, and the warning the wicked, (see Paul 
and Jradfe;), tilli he^ abtained' among them- 'tM» testi- 
mony ikdXYie- pleased' God ;' but it came to pass that 
' he was not:' that is (I presume) he did not appear 
in their company as heretofore. This was a conspi- 
cuous — a notable ' was woC His few pious brethren 
must have been grieved always when theywiei, to find* 
that Bro. Enoch was notin their midst — ^his seat was- 
always empty. Alas ! ' he was not.' This must have 
been a great, grief to tliem, but how much greater 
must it have been iithe cause had been any thing else 
but ' God took Mm.' 

" FTom- the late revival in which you shared so 
largely, I hoped to see your youth renewed, and to 
find you again in company; but alas ! still, he is not.. 
In all OUT meetings for the promotion of the public- 
good, or the- general weal of the church or the world", 
it may be said; o£' our dear Iwother L..A€ is noK My 
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brother, can yo.u be persuaded to come up to the help 
of your brethren — of God against the mighty, and the 
many who, oppose all that is go^d, and virtuoua, and 
true, and of good report. 

" I had also hoped that the fire of the revival at 
Antioch would have burned up all the old leaven, 
which had been working strife and division in it for 
years past, tiut in this too I fear I am disappointed. 
Opposition, I hear, is still working and warring in it. 
Does it not 'strike you, brother L. that it is high time 
' that thou shouldest set. in order the things that are 
wanting— and strengthen the things, that remain V 
Permit me, roy brother, to say that I fear, (as Whit- 
field said of himself to Wesley,)r that you have been 
sinfully silent too long ! You have been hoping that 
things woiild get better, and have remained neutrah-^ 
but your irifluanca has not been neMtral, It has been 
at work, and probably on the wrong side. When the 
temperance societies first began to form among us, I 
did not unite — -not from opposition ; \it I was not 
quite ready to put in. But I found, my influence 
operated Xa , encourage intemperance! I therefore 
threw myself into the society to turn my influence 
; (let it be what it might) into a useful channel. It is 
proper to watch lest while we essay to do good, ' our 
good may be evil spoken of,'' and all ..our efibrts to be 
useful be hindered or prove, abortive. .Surely the 
state of o,ur churches in these d^ys, calls for energetic 
effort to settle them again in peace. To sit still and 
sing a requiem to ourselves will not do^ We must 
take sides, not to fight; for direct; opposition will be 
likely to make bad worse ! but to enlist a host that 
by silent influence may undermine the gtrong-hojd of 
their opposition ! \ Some of us have thought a State 
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Ministers' meeting might operate such an influence, 
as well as cultivate unity of sentiment and feeling in 
the ministry throughout the State ; but if we were 
right in this conclusion, we were baffled in our de- 
sign by the non-attendance of the btethren. The 
bretibren who engaged last year in the^ constitution 
at Eatonton, did not one half attend at Macon the 
last month, and few others. Does it not commend 
itself to your mind that you could do greater good 
by uniting with your brethren, and ha with them 
like a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariot 1 I 
have a mind, as no general meeting falls on the fifth 
Sunday in March, to have a big meeting here. "Will 
you cornel Where is brother N. % Married — and 
therefore cannot come ! However, I wish him and 
his second-self all possible happiness in their hy- 
meneal union; and that his helpmeet may be a 
helper to him in his ministry which he has received 
of the Lord. I had hoped from the movements I 
had heard of concerning brother Gr. L., that he might 
be induced to think again and turn to his forsaken 
brethren. It is really a puzzle to me to imagine 
how a thinking Christian can take the course of the 
rending brethren and continue ! 

" I must close by saying, the time is short — it is 
high time to awake out of sleep. What remains to 
you and me to be done, must be soon done, or go 
undone for ever. May the Lord direct into the 
right way, and give strength to walk therein for his 
name's sake, is the "prayer of one who is most 
" Respectfully, yours, , 

" In the bonds of the Gospel, 

" Jesse Mercer." 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Mr. Mercev as a writer. "^Speaking the- tfuth in love • — His Teji 
Letters on ^the Atonement. — Extracts. — Sermon on the Excel- 
lency of the Knowledge of Christ, and extracts from the same---- 
Essay on Lord's Supper — History ■ of Georgia Association. — 
Review of a certain Report. — Essay on Forgiveness of 'Sins.— 
Ejctracts from his Editorial pie.ces. 

Mr. Mercer was tess distinguished a,s a .writer than 
a preacher. He very seldom used his pen until he 
had arrived at that period taf life vvhen his intellectual 
habits had become fixed, and it could hardly, be sup- 
posed that, he would feel much jnclined to expend 
labor in rounding his periods, and decorating his es' 
says, with rhetorical beauties. He airned at nothing 
more than a plain, conCisg^,, and scriptural exposition 
of his views. In this he was generally, successful; 
and indeed sometimes the natural force of his mind, 
and the strong flow of thought would carry him be- 
yond his simple aim, and impart uncommon vigor to 
his style, and now and then bear him into a strain of 
true sublimity-. Few writers had equal power of con- 
densing a logical discussion, and of compassing weighty 
a,nd useful instruction.in few words. In this respeet 
his Composition borS a striking resemblance to his ex- 
temporaneous effusions,, and was one pf the natural 
effects, as well as a striking evideiice of his intellect- 
ual" strength. 

In his lengthy and studied; productions, he has con- 
stant recourse to the word of God, illustrating his po- 
sitions by -copipuS' and pertinent selections from this 
great storehouse, of divine wisdom. If his frequent 
13* 
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and- lengthy quotations from the' sdriptures, detracf 
from the' value and interest of his productions in the 
view of some, others will esteem them more on this 
account, and especially^ when there is discovered in- 
the application of scripture (as will, be the case TVith 
attentive readers) not a tame imitation- of commen-^ 
taries and theolo^cal compends, but the- work of s 
thoughtful, independent, and original expositor of the 
word of God. , r 

In Ilia controversial w^ritings Sfe would sometimes 
use expresBJons which might seem to savor somewhat 
of unkindness and asperity, and convey to some minda 
an erroneoub impression of the real state of his feel-- 
ingsv I^ opposing what he conceived to be error, he- 
was firm,.indiepend^Kt. and faithful ; and in his zeal for 
the truth' he did not weigfh every expression with that 
care which would have beeto desirable; but no one 
could be more free from bitter and malignant feeling,' 
His heart was' deeply indjued with the spirit of love, 
forbearance and Christian kindness. In refewing tc 
some strictures on two of his brethi'^n which hadgivens 
offence, he remarked inr a letter to a Christian brother,. 
"If. I miight judge' for myself I never wrotte anystrio-- 
tures on any brethren with more' kind feelings towards 
them. I was endeavoring to refute what I conceived 
to be mischievous errors, apd i'ot in personal abuse. 
It has been one of the first desires of my heart to be 
in a Christian sense, a good man, but to breathe a 
bitterness of temper abhorrent Jrom the Gospel, is so 
abhorrent from' my best wishes, that I am exceedingly 
pained tO' be thought to have it." In the same com- 
mumeation, referring to his connexion with the Chris- 
tian Index as Editor, he observes ; " The place of an 
Editor is very responsible Euid difficult. He must 
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judge of the communications sent from his patrons for 
publication, and give his mind and be^ faithful as one 
that must give account, and yet be kind, courteous, 
and brotherly towards all. O that I may ever speak 
the truth in love " 

Speaking the truth in love ! This is indeed a 
blessed maxim for the regulation of air the communi- 
cations of Christ's professed followers, whether they 
proceed from the pen, 01* from the lips. A^ere the 
spirit of this precept to insinuate itself into all their 
religious discussions, vvhat.a multitude of hurtful evils 
would be turned away from the cause of Christ. 
Bitterness brings no aid to the truth, and unkind words 
willnot reclaim an erring brother. Th^ heart should 
ever be fiiU of Christian tenderness, and the lips should 
speak with prudence and moderation. In defending 
truth and opposing error, a man should be candid, 
faithful and fearless ; but he is still to remember that 
candor should be blended with courtesy, faithfulness 
with love, and boldness with a meek and humble spirif. 
It may be saidthat in extreme cases severity may be 
needful ; but even tjien it should rather be the seve- 
rity of truth and argument, (^ sound, speech that can- 
not be condemned, than of keen and imtating words. 
The truth of these reflections must be obvious to all ; 
and yet they are uttered at this« time under the full 
persuasion that they are not as deeply felt by our 
brethren as they should' be. Can it be denied that 
pur denominational difficulties have been greatly ag- 
gravated by a want of proper conformity to these sen- 
timents? Even where there has existed the*kindest 
feelings and the best intentions, harsh and unguarded 
expressions have fallen from the pen or the lips, which 
have given origin to new resentments and new com- 
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plaints ; or torn open some old wound that Was jUst 
ready to heal. Our editorial brethren are often too 
caustic and too pfeevish ; speaking sometimes as Jesus 
wo^uld not speak, and as Paul would say was not 
" lovely and of good report," If in some of these re- 
spects it may be said that our beloved Mercer was 
not altogether faultless, it certainly becomes all others 
less wise and holy, to watch with diligence and pray 
without ceasing that they enter not into the same 
temptation. 

Mr. Mercer's writings consist principally of Circular 
Letters, Essays on various subjects ; a few occasional 
sermons and controversial pieces which appeared from 
time to time in pamphlet form, or iti the columns of 
periodicals jt with his various editorial effusions, and 
a few manuscript sermons which have never been 
published. 

In the preceding pages several of his productions 
have been briefly noticed, and numerous extracts from 
them presented to the reader:, but there are others 
which claim a "few passing-remarks, and from which 
such further extracts will be made as may give a more 
ample view of his various religious opinions. 

It is not to be supposed that all Will concur vrith 
Mr. Mercer in every theological opinion which he has 
expressed. He has left a record of his sentiments on 
a variety of subjects, some of them of acknowledged 
difficulty,, and in regard to which, sentiments more or 
less dissimilar have been entertained by tlie wisest 
and best of men. It is presumed however, that the 
anxious inquirer after truth will consult the opinions 
of Mr. Mercer with interest and respectfijl attention, 
happy to find any of his own views confirmed by the 
conclusions of one so honest, original and profound ; 
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-and scarcely willing to adhere to an important opinion 
that might conflict with the sentiments of one so uni- 
formly correct, without carefully reviewing the ground 
upon which it rests. i*. V" ' * 

About the close of 1829, Mr. Gyrus.White publish- 
ed a pamphlet on the atonement which contained 
sentiments that were deemed unscriptural, and of a 
decidedly arminian tendency. As Mr. White »had 
previously been "employed as one of the missionaries 
of the Convention,- the publication of his piece was 
considered by some of the opposers of that body as 
evidence in favor of their frfee and bold assertions, 
that the supporters of the benevolent plans" of the 
day, were unsound in the faith. "For the purpose 
of wresting this argument from their hands, as well as 
discouraging' the circulation of sentiments which he 
considered unscriptural, Mr. Mercer wrote and pub- 
lished, in 1830, his Ten Letters on the Atonement. 

Every candid reader will be ready to admit that 
this is the production of no ordinary mind ; and that 
its author has presented many weighty and important 
views upon a sul^sgct of momentous interest, and in 
some of it? aspects of great difiiculty. 

Mr. Mercer's general views of the atonement may 
be learned from the following extj:acts from his second 
Letter : 

"In my last, i'prdmised you some examination of 
your views on atonement. And first, you identify 
atonement with propitiation. « This>, though common 
among commentators, is in my mind, to confound 
cause and effect: Propitiation is what' -Christ is, as the 
Saviour of sinners— :-atonement is what he has made 
by the offering of himself to G od for us. Propitiation 
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is the great plan of mercy itself — atonement is that 
reconciliation and peace, which he has obtained by 
his cross. • Propitiation -is the victim for sacrifice- 
atonement is the acceptance of that victim in the place 
of the transgressor. Propitiation is the redemption 
price— -atonement is the acceptance of that price for 
the deliverance of the lawful captives. 

" These words have a strong and indissoluble con- 
nexion in scripture, and constitute the great scheme 
of mercy, as it is bo|h by and through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.; and may sometimes be synonymously used, 
nevertheless they are strikingly different in signifiqa- 
tion. The originalimport of these words, as they oc- 
eeer in the New Testament, is distinct — though it is 
said, that in the Hebrew, they are both derived from 
words signifying to cover, as a lid, like tBe mercy-seat 
did the law in the ark of the testimony. Paul in 
Rom. 3 : 25. uses the very word for vnercy-seat. ' Whom 
God hath set forth to be (hilasterio.n) the propitiatory ' 
which is to .be approached 'through faith in his blood.' 
Thus Christ'is the antitype of that grand syiribolical 
system of divine communion ma^is, in the institution 
of the meircy-seat. John uses, in his 1 Epis. 2 : 2. and 
in 4 : 10. a kindred word (hilasmos) which is the vic- 
tim, or sin-offering itself. But atoijement is made by 
the offering of that victim acceptably to God. Thus in 
Rom. 5 & 11 chaps, (where the word alone occurs in 
the New Testament) (katallagen) the.word usually ren- 
dered reconciliation, is used, and is expressive of what 
we receive by Christ through faith, and is evidently 
the effect of his propitiatory sacrifice. Your- manner 
of treating it therefore, as a provision of life and par- 
don offered to sinners in the gospel, is not just; for it 
is that very life and pardon obtained by the blood of 
the cross." 
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' After referring to the sacrifices of tlje old dispensa- 
tion, the author adds.: 

'^"" . . ' ''" - • 
," I know of not an instance, where the sin-offering 
is called the atonement ; but always it is said to Be 
made by the offering of it unto the Lord. Now then 
as atonement is received from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
it must be something which he has, as -mediator, to be- 
stow ; and' may be mnderstoo^ flnder the following 
different terms. 1. It is called reconciliation. Dan, 
9 : 24. ' To make reconciliation for iniquity.' Heb. 
%.: 17. * Christ an High Priest in things pertaining to 
O'od to linake reconciliation for the sins of the jeople.? 
2, It is called peace. Col. 1 ; 20. 'And having made 
peace by the blood of his cross.' 3. It is called salva-' 
tion. Heb. 5: ^. ' And being made perfect (through' 
sufferings) he became the author of eternal salvation' 
unto all them that obey him.' Lastiy. It is Called 
vedemplion. Rom. 3) 24. ' Being justified freely by 
liis grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Je- 
sus.' Heb. 9": 12. ' Christ by his own blood having 
once entered into the holy place, obtained eternal re- 
demption for us.-' " 

Afier having X^^ down the scripture account of 
what he conceives atonement to be, Mr. M. then pro- 
ceeds to examine ^ relations. 

" 1. It relates to God. If Christ was set forth a 
propitiatioii through faith in his blood, to declare the 
righteousness of Godin the remission of sins (Rom. 3 ; 
25.) and if it became him, in bringing many sons to 
GLORY, to ma,ke the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings, (Heb. 2 : 10.) without controversy 
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the atonement was necessary, in some way, that God, 
might be just and justify the ungodly, (Rom. 4:5.) I 
do not like very well • your idea that ' the atonement 
must Be thai, in its nature, which will render God 
2>ropitidUs.' ■ Strictly speaking, God was never unprv- 
pitious. But sin was not only an offence to him, but 
had thrown obstructions in the way of his mercy. The 
atonemeiit, therefore, must be that in its nature which 
will honor him in the view of all rational intelligences; 
in the voUichsafement of pardon and acceptance. This 
is fully established in the following texts. ' Christ 
hath loved us and given himself for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling savor.' (Eph. 
5 : 2.) ^ Who gave himself {to God) for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity.' (Titus 2 : 14.) 
' How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit ofifered himself without spot 
to God, — ^purge your consciences from dead works to 
serve the living Grod.' (Heb. 9 : 14.) 'Christ is also 
said to be High Priest in things "pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for sins»' (Heb. 2 : 17.) These 
texts are in perfect accordance wiith the whole ritual 
service, where it will be seen, that all the offerings for 
sins were made to God to make reconciliation, or 
atonement for the transgressors^i^t Thus says Fuller, 
' Atonement has respect to justice, and justice to law, 
or the fevealed will of a sovereign, which has been 
violated; and its very design is to repair its honor.' 
(See vol. 4. p. 266.) Thus Christ is the^ end of the 
law, or the fulfilment of it, ^v righteousness, or the 
atonement, to every one that believeth. 

" 2. It relates to God, in teference to the sins of 
those who are atoned for. As the scriptures connect 
the sins and the persons of those for whom atonement 
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is made, I ehoose to put the two together, where the 
scriptures have pieced them. And which will be seen 
clearly in the following texts. ' Surely he hath borne 
our griefs, and carried owr so?tow«. Hb was wounded 
for our transgression's, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties ; The chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are headed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray — we have turned every one to his ovwi 
way ; and the iorf^has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. When thou shalt make his soul an ofFering_/br sin 
he shall see his seed — He shall see the travail of his 
soul and'besatisfied : For he shall hear their iniquities.. 
Because he hath poured out his soul unto death : and 
he was numbered with the transgrfessors ; and he 
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.' (Isa. 53d chap.) Seventy weeks are 
determined vgion thy people to finish the transgression, 
and to make an end of sins. (Ban. 9 : ,24.) * Christ was 
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification, (Rom. 4 : 25.) And I delivered unto 
you, that which I received, how that Christ diedybr our 
sins, according to; the scriptures. (1 Cor. 16 : 3.) Be- 
cause Christ also suffered forr us : Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we be- 
ing dead to sins, should live unto righteousness ; By 
whos8 stripes ye were healed. For Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God. (1 Peter 2 : 21, 24* 3 : 18.)' 
Thus the atqnementls complete. -Jt being a full satis- 
faction to the claims of divine justice, through the 
violated law, by the offence or demerit of sins. This 
complete satisfaction of the mediation of Christ is ex- 
pressed by — Christ's being the end of the law — ful- 
filling the law— ^magnifying and making honorable the 
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law. , And the entire and full extent of Christ's sacrifice 
for the redemption of transgressions made, under the 
law, being expressed by making reconciliation for 
iniquity, an end. of sin, finishing transgression and 
-purging ouK sins hy the cross. The fulness of the 
atonement is not to be measured by the number saved ; 
but by its competemy to save one sinner. Since- it is 
not to be imparted, by parts, but as a whole. * If it 
is capable amply, to save one sinner that believeth in 
Jesus, then it is of the same capacity to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by him. So that to 
talk of a limited atoaement, ip to talk of an atonement 
short of the requisitions of Justice, and which leaves 
sin partialljr atoned for ! and which of course can save 
no one — or it is to suppose it is administered by drops 
and that the merits of Christ can be exhausted,; whieb 
I presume none will admit." *^ 

In regard to tBe atonement's,, being considered in 
the- light of a commercial transaction, Mr. Mercer 
makes the following observations in his third letter. 

" I do not mean to contend for the atonement, as a 
commercial transaction : but I mean to oppose the 
idea '=of a vague atonement. I must contend with 
Fuller that though we cannot view the great woik 
of redemption as a commercial transaction betwixt 
a debtor and his creditor: yet the satisfaction of 
justice, in all cases,, requires to be eq^ial to what the 
nature of the offence is in reality — and to answer 
the same end as if the guilty party had actually suP 
fered. , And for Christ, as our substitute, to have 
suffered less for us than we should if the law had 
taken its course,: would be no atonement at all, and 
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Ifeave us in our sins. I do not admire the distinction; 
nor do I -believe any thing is really gained by it. It 
seems however, better calculated to fritter down thei 
sufferings ,of Christ within' the grasp of our compre- 
hension — to show they were not, in reality, what was. 
required for sins, and" to make them a shade, or re- 
presentation xif what justice required, rather than to 
present them in their full'view of infinite value. It 
ougjht, toOj td' be recollected what is impossible with 
men is passible vnth God. We poor. limited creatures' 
cannot tell what calculations infinite' wisdom can 
malce, nor what doings Almighty power can effect. 
The Scriptures do employ terms taken from commer- 
cial transactions to teach us our obligations on the 
one hand, and the greatness of salvation on the other.. 
Our sins are figuratively called debts — the blood of 
Christ is our redemption price, aud redemption itself 
is a commercial transaction. I see- no reason, there- 
fore, why we should depart, from it, nor any thing ia 
it that renders Atonement impossible." 

*: - . «■ ' 

Respecting the question whether the sinner has a- 

right to claim salvation, as a matter of justice, on the- 

score of the full atonement made by the Lord Jesus^ 

Christ, the author in the same letter thus expresses 

, himself: 

" A. is cast into prison to suffer the just demerit of 
His crime. £.rbiiB Father, King and Judge pities him,, 
and would release him, but the nature of the case 
forbids it. He has one only elder son, amiable, 
honorable and beloved, he proposes the case to him, 
with its difficulties; C. ponders, the matter. He 
kwes his Father-^— a«id. pities his unfortunate broth^rj 
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and undertakes for him. , The stipulations are all 
laid down and made sure between B. and C ; — theij 
C. throws himself into the breach betwixt B. and A ;" 
assumes A.'s place and answers to all the claims of 
law and justice against him — sustains the honor and 
dignity of B. as King and Judge in this case, and lays 
tiie ground for peace" and, order in the kingdom. 
The application of this scale is easy to every on&, 
who understands the gospel plan of Redemption. 
Here full and complete satisfaction is made, but yet 
carries no claim of deliverance to A. ; he has had 
nothing to do in the matter, it is all grace to him. 
The scheme of his deliverance originated with B. his 
Father and .King through the compliance of C. 
heartily yielded to the will of„his Father. And 
though it is. a .matter of justice, according to the 
covenanted agreements, promises, and fulfilments be- 
tween B. and C. ; and these C. may of right plead, 
yet it leases A. in all his sin and misery and under 
law and condemnation. Now you may see, though 
' the debt is fully discharged,' — l3ie satisfaction 'for sin 
is fully made, yet it affords to sinners no ' claim to 
heaven on the principles of justice;' because.it ori- 
ginated not with them, but with God, on whom they 
had no claims for compassion. Indeed, if they had 
procured for themselves a good and acceptable surety, 
who had made full satisfaction for their sins, they 
would — l^ey must ha,ve had a just right to deliverance. 
But since they had no part in jhe scheme, but it was 
all of G-od — OP HIM are 'ye in, Christ Jesus, who op 
G-OD is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctificatiffWi and redemption, both the plan and the 
application of it are clearly of God, and is therefore, 
a matter of the merest mercy and_/5-ee grace to sinners 
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justly condemned under the law, and lying under its 
curse till they, are quietened and made alive in Christ. 
Thus though their 'debt' is fully discharged,' in the plan 
of Redemption as it lies with God, yet the Holy Ghost 
can, and does in conviction teach sinners, ' that they 
are justly condemned, and that if they are save^, it 
must he by God's mercy alone.' For the Divine 
Spirit does not ,first teach men what thpy are in 
Christ Jesus, but what they are in themselves and 
under the violated law,_ and then, he presents to them 
Christ the propitiation, ' that by faith in his blood,' 
they may see the righte.ousness of God sustained in 
the remission of their sins." 

- A sentence or two ft'om the seventh Letter will 
give some of the author's views on the subject of 
human obligation and" ability. After referring to 
some of Mr. W.'s peculiar views, he adds : 

" From all which, it is evident you believ6, that sin 
has destroyed in man the principle of responsibility ; 
else he could not be free from obligation to obey God 
in any case ; for the want of natwffll ability alone, 
destroys moral obligation, if so^ then pin has ren- 
dered disobedience ko criMe .' But is ' this true 1 If 
there be no obligation on man, as a sinner, then, there 
is no duty; andjvhere there is >«o duty, there is no 
law ; and where there is no law, there is no trans- 
gression ; and where there i^ no transgression, there 
is no blame; and consequently impenitence and un- 
belief are ^KsmZeM things !" .*: 

Farther on, he remarks ? 

"It would be well to' observe, there is a natural 
and a moral ability. The one constitutes us account- 
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"able beings; .the other consists in well disposedness 
towards God, our Maker, and fits ^fi for duty; The 
loss of one destroys responsibility and frees from 
blame— the loss of the other makes us sinners and 
subjects us to^ilt and condemnation." 

Mr. White professed to be of the sentiments of 
-JiHiller ; but it is evident that he did not fully under- 
stand the views of that profound theologian. Many 
of what Mr. Mercer regards as W.'s objectionable 
views, he fully answers by lengthy quotations from 
Mr. Fuller's controversy with Mr. Button and Phi- 
lanthropos. 

In the conclusion of his ninth Letter he makes the 
following observations on Fuller and'Gill. 

"From the above it appears, that Mr. Fuller is not 
'BO opposed to Dr. Gill as many have thought. All 
;that Puller contends for, as to the ignite worth of 
the atonement, is comprehended in Gill's view of the 
scheme of redemption. AVTiat Gill places da' the 
covenant transactions, aaid considers as past and done 
in the eternal mind. Fuller resolves into ' ike sover&i^m, 
pleasure of God, with a regard to the application of 
the atonement ; that is, with regard to the persons 
to whom it shall he applied.' Whattthen is the dif- 
ference ? A mere shade — a difference onlyi jn the • 
modus operandi of the great plan. They are in per- 
fect harmony in the totality of human depravity — the 
necessity and efficiency of divine influence — the ful- 
ness and sufficiency of the covenant provision for, and 
the certain application of them to the salvation of the 
«lect only.-^The difference then, betwixt them is only 
speculative; the agitation cf wldch is mugh bettesr 
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tialculated., to promote those oppositions of science^ 
falsely so called, or that philosophy and vain deceit, 
from which Paul so much dissuades, rather than 
Godly edifying." 

Space can only be allowed for tw© or three more 
short quotations from this work : they are from the 
last Letter. 

"You represent the atonement precisely the. same 
' to all -the unbelievers in the world,' as ' to the be- 
lievers ;'. nay, more, as applying' in the same sense,' 
to all those ' dead and4n hell' as to those ' dead and in 
heaven before the Saviour died !' This is the same as 
to say, tha,t all who have been hanged, since the pro- 
vision- was made, ia the law, to reprieve criminals, 
were, _;'««« -as much interested in that provision, as 
those who were reprieved ;" which is to ajfirm against 
fact, reason, common sense and truth. It makes the 
application of the atonement a nullity, and puts the 
believer and the unbeliever upon the same footing : 
and as it leaves unbelievers exposed ' to the impend- 
ing storm, whicl:^"will burst with fury upon their 
heads in the awful day qf accounts,' so it must leave 
all believers equally exposed to wrath ! Besides, it 
removes that line of. difference, which the Scriptures 
.have laid downbetween the righteous and the wicked: 
and subjects you to the. severe rebuke of the rulers o! 
Jerusalem. ' Her priests have violated my laws, and 
have profaned my holy things ; They have put no 
difference between the holy and profane, neither have 
they showed the difference between the unclean and 
the clean.' (Ezek. 22: 26.) " This is a very serious 
charge !" 
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* * # # # 

" There is one pther point, to which; I must call 
your attention before I close : It is the manner in 
which you treat a personal interest in the death of 
Christ. There is no subject so frajight with comfort 
to the Christian soul, as the dying love of Jesus : No 
feeling, so full of pleasure as a consciousness of in- 
terest in that love. When faith, working by love, is 
in full exercise, the happy soul sings for joy 

' He hnth loved tnc, I cried, ho hath suffer'd and died, 
To redeem such a rebel as I !* 

" This was the joy of the ancient sa|nts : ' Rqjoic'e 
greatly, O Daughter of Sion ; shout, O Daughter, of 
Jerusalem ; behold thy King cpmeth unto thee : hej 
is just, and having salvation ; and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass :' Zech. 9 : 9. This 
was the glorying of Paul. - ' Grod forbid,' said he, 'that 
I should glory save in the cross of Christt who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.' (Gal. 2 : 20. 6 : 14.) It 
is the joyful, and triumphant song of the redeemed 
both in earth and heaven ; ' Unto him that loved us, 
and hath washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God fand 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ev,er 
and ever. Amen. And they sung a new song, saying, 
thou art worthy, :^r thou wast slain,, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kmdre(^ and 
tongue, and nation, and people.' (Rev.l : 5, 6. 5 : 9.) 
But the view yoii take of this delightful subject, saps 
the foundation of all this holy joy : for if Christ has 
died equally for those in unbelief, as in faith, for those 
in hell, as for those in heaven, there can be no pro- 
priety in the joys of those who are saved, because 
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Jesus had died for tliem,'^'S\en he had died ' in the 
same sense' for those who are perished! Common 
rights'should never be the reason of peculiar joys^" 
* * # * * 
" That the sheep of Christ have a glorious interest 
in their shepherd's death, over the world, which lies 
in wickedness — that a believer has a pa;rt in the atone- 
ment, with which an infidel — ^a stranger, intermeddles 
not, is spread aU over the face of Scriptur^.- There 
is_ nothing plainer in the sacred pages than^that men, 
before faith in Christ and the inspiifation of his Holy- 
Spirit, are *dead in sins, under the law and curse of 
God, withour Christ and withhut hope and God in 
the world ; and as such, liable to eternal death ! It 
• is false and deceptive to additess men, in unbelief and 
impenitence, as the objefts of Christ's death", as if 
they had a personal interest in him, and "were re- 
deemed by his blood, any further than it regards them 
'as sinners. It is true there is an objective fulness in 
Christ, of infinite worth, able to save to the uttermost, 
all that come u;nto God by him ; which forms the 
glad t&ngs of great joy — the substance of the gospel 
message— the object of faith — the fuhbess of the bless- 
ings of the gospel of Christ. But w^hatever. this is ; 
it is "in fhe Bible of God restricted to them that 
believe. Thus, Christ is set forth to be the propitia- 
tion through ^aith in his blood. The -gospel is the 
power of God unto salvatiisn to every one that he- 
lieveth. Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that betieveth. But he that believeth 
not shall' be damned.'- * 

It may here be proper to "notice a discourse of Mr. 
Mercer's published in 1839, in the Southern Baptist 
Preacher, entitled the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
14 
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Christ Jesus the Lord. It is founded on Phil. 3 : 8. 
The author considers the excellency of -the know- 
ledge of Christ as dependent upon the excellency of 
Christ himself, and illustrates that excellency as it re- 
'lates, 1st, to his personal dignity; and 2dly, to the 
value of his sacrifice. In discussing the 2d branch of 
his subjefet, he takes occasion to present some impor- 
tant thoughts upon the nature and design of the atone- 
ment. A, few extracts are here subjoined, which in 
connexion with the selections already made from his 
Ten Letters, will give" something like a general out- 
line of Mr. Mercer's sentiments on this interesting 
and momentous subject. 

" As the Apostle informs us, in his epistle to the 
Hebrews, especially in chap. 10 : 1 — ^10. that Christ 
offered his body once for (or in lieu of) all sacrifices, 
we are safe in concluding that all the good things 
which were held forth in shadows to the family of Is- 
rael, are found essentially in Christ's atonement, and 
exhibited in the dispensation of the gospel to man- 
kind. Let us examine the Levitical Economy, and 
see what atonements were made therein, and their 
uses, and then search for their analogies in the atone- 
ment made by our Lord. And 

" 1. There were sacrifices offered to make atone- 
ment for the sins of the whole house of Israel. This 
was done to preserve the nation, to avert divine judg- 
ments, and to establish among them the institutions of 
mercy. See Lev. 16 : 33, 34. Num. 8 : 19. 16 : 
46—50. 26 : 10—13. 

" 2. Sacrifices were offered to make atonement for 
. persons and things, to consecrate and sanctify them, 
and to make them suitable to be engaged in the work 
of God. See Lev. 16 : 16—19. 
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■" Sacrifices were offered to make atonement for the 
sins of individuals. , This was done to open a door of 
hope to those who were sensible of th^r sin, and bur- 
•dened with their guilt before God, that they might 
■seek and obtain pardon •&£ sim, and peace of mind, 
5eeLev. 1:4. 5:6—13. 

'* J^ow all these benefits wiM in truth, be found in 
■*he dispensati@n af the. gospel to naankimd, * Through 
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.' There is 
•in all this a main -design, which is the certain salvation 
■of all God's spiritaal Israel. Other things, no less 
lobtained through 'the •atonement,.made by the shed- 
'ding of the' blood of Christ, must be considered as 
"' scaffoldings to Ae main design,' And 

'' I. Atonement was made in Christ for the simb*^ 
"the world. Let none be surprised at iMs portion, 
"till it is well considered. Although atonement al- 
ways has reference to-siri, yet it relates to sin under 
different circumstances and obtains satisfaction for it 
in relation to different ends, — Whea the scriptures 
.'Speak of the taking away of the. sin of the world, or 
■of the world's being saved, we are not to understand 
•eternal redemption ; but the reconciling of the world 
:;as suchj and its preservation from deserved wrath 
mntil the rederaption of the purchased possession. 
This is obvious too, from the fact that God does not 
design to save men by worlds,- or nations, but ontyby 
andividuals. In this particular sense, the swi of the 
iworld may be taken away, and yet eveiy ■man be 
^still in his Mns ; and will be so until the atonement 
^s applied' to him by faith for the pasdon.ef his own 
ssins. 

" 2. Through the atonement made by the offering 
s®f the body t)f Christ once for all sacrifices, has been 
•s^btained a_ divine influence^ to consecrate, set apart. 
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and render fit all persons and things, which might 
be employed in the service of God. As in the type^ 
no person or things could be engaged in the litual 
service, without atonenaentmade, so all fitness far any 
service in the kingdom of <3rod, is derived from the 
atonement of Christ. 

" In this view Christ said to bis disciples, (and it is 
of general application,) 'without me ye can do noth- 
ing.' And hence he prayed for them ' That they 
might be sanctified througbthe truth,' or be set apart 
to the ministi-y of the word in the world. John 15 : 
5. 17 t 17, 18* In accordance with this view, Paul 
(for himself and his fellow ministers)' disclaims all 
efficiency in themselves, but avers ' our sufiiciency is 
of God.' And therefore, gives thanks to God for all 
their successes. 2 Cor. 3:5. 2 : 14. 

" This dSctrine is more generally taught, Z Tim. % : 
21. 3rl7. But 

"3. By this atonement is secured the complete and 
final salvation of all the eleet, or ehBrch of Christ. 
This Paul affirms, Bph. 5 : 2| — 27. He says, ' Christ 
loved the- church and gave himself for it; that be 
might sanctify and cleanse it with , the washing of wa- 
ter by the word ; that he might present it to himself 
ai glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing ;■ but that it shomld be holy and without 
blemish.' And in Heb. 10 : 14. 'For by one offering 
be (Christ) hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified.' Or set apart by said offering to such an end. 
This is the- main design. 

" And now the question very naturally comes up, 
was the sacrifice of Christ (offered as a sin-offering to 
law and justice, without regard to any persons what- 
ever, but only to make an atonement which might 
justify the offended God in the pardon of such per- 
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sons as he taight see proper afterwards to apply it ? 
Or, was it made with a special design for those who 
were afterwards to be benefited thereby? 1 cannot 
admit of this impersonal atonement, 1. because it does 
not show any justifiable or legal reason for the death 
of Christ, or why it pleased the Father to bruise him. 
If he died for sin, it must be the sin of somebody, or 
else it establishes the vague notion that sin can be 
punished in hell and the sinner saved in heav-en. But 
2. The scriptures connect so nften and so fully the 
suifering of Chtist with those for whom he sufiefed, 
that I cannot resist the - conclusion that Christ died 
specially for those who shall be the heirs of eternal 
salivation." 

In support of this view of the subject, the author 
quotes John 10 : 1,1. 15. Rom. 5 : 8. 1 Cor. 15 : 3. 1 
Thess. 5 : 9, 10, and various btber parallel passages, 
and then proceeds as follows : 

" Under this department of, atonement, lies the spe- 
cial and efficacious operations of the Holy Spirit, and 
all the measures of divine grace necessary to effect 
and bring about all the purposes of God in the full 
and final .salvation of his people. And for this pur- 
pose Christ is constituted, '■ the Head over all things 
to the church.' To him is givSn all authority and 
power in heaven and earth ; and in him it has pleased 
the Father that all fulness should dwell. So that he, 
as king, rules in the midst of his enemies, and reigns 
in his church, ^dispensing his grace, and shedding 
abroad his love. He influences, directs and renders 
efficient the uses and operations of all means and in- 
struments he may see proper to employ in his work, 
and nothing is sufficient of itself without him to do 
any good thing, so it is, that he is all and in all. 
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" In eonclusioHr let us observe tliat the different 
departments of the- great atonement form but one 
imglity scheme of vaerey. Though some parts are, 
as I saidi before^ scaiFoldings to the main desi^, yet 
they are all necessaa;y to that design, and properly be- 
long to it. 

"As the atonement made for th& whole house of 
Israel, procured to individuals who were sensible of 
their g^ilt, an opportunity to come and offer a sacri- 
fice to make atonement for their ovyn sins, and obtain 
pardon, see Lev; U : 2 — 4. 4 : 27-^35. so the death) 
of Christ, by the dispensation of the gospel to the 
world, has opened up a way whereby guilty sinnera 
under conviction, may come anid seek the pardon of 
their sins by faith w.hich i& in Christ Jesus. And 
there is- soiBiething in this process analogous to the 
guilty Israelite's obtaining pardon usder the law. A 
convicteni souli in. coming to God through Christ, as it 
were, biiiDg* Christ and presents him by faith to God' 
as hia sin-ofiering, lays his hands on his head, con- 
fesses his sins over him, and slays him, and sees hin* 
offered a sacrifice to God for a sweet savor, and feels 
his sins forgiven him, through the shedding of his. 
blood which cleanses from all sin. 

" 1 admit that the provisions of the general atone- 
ment, by which theltindness and love of God to man; 
appeared, through our Lord* and Saviour Jesus Christ,, 
who abolished death and brought life and immor- 
tality to light throHgh the- gospel, aecompanied by the; 
common or general, operations of the all-pervading 
Spirit of Godj. are- sufficient for all the purposes o£ 
man's saJvation,, and all men, wherever they are dis- 
pensed, would" be saved, were it not for that aliena- 
tion of heart, which has everywhere estranged maa 
from God, and filled' hitni-wdth thafe. enmity whieh i» 
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not subjept to his law, neither indeed can be ; but God, 
foreseeing that no man would receive the testimony,A^ 
John 3 : 32. and that all men would turn away from 
the holy commandment delivered to, them, whei;eby 
all men are without excuse, has, in the plenitude of 
hipmercy, determined, in the riches of' his grace, ac- 
cording to the sovereign coungel and good pleasure 
of his own will, (Eph. 1 : 10, 11.) to exercise a power 
Sufficient to effectthe purposes of his grace in the sal- 
vation of his own chosen pe^ople. By the display of 
this power, his enemies are changed into friends, Ps. 
Ill : 2, 3. and they that hated him bow before him 
and give him glory. In the exercise of this power 
there is nodiing arbitrary- oT absolute, for it is the fruit 
of love ; but is all conciliatory and effectual. And 
thus, by influences perfectly congenial with human 
capacities and responsibilities, men are constrained to 
turn unto God with their whole heart, and subject 
themselves unto his reign and become the people of 
his praise." 

In 1833 Mr. Mercer published an essay on the 
Lord's supper, based on 1 Cor. 5 : 7, 8. in which he 
runs an analogy between this gospel ordinance, and 
the Jewish passover. It contains much judicious and 
well-timed instruction, and would, no doubt, be use- 
ful to the churches if more generally circulated and 
carefully perused. Space can only be allowed for 
one or two paragraphs from the concluding pait pf 
-the essay. 

" From the foregoing, it is palpable that open, unre- 
stricted communion has no place in . scripture ; has 
not the least shadow of propriety, and is perfectly 
untenable. It is truly to be regretted, that so much 
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should have been said on a subject on which the 
scripture is entirely silent; and therefore can only 
distract ^he weak and wavering, instead of edifying 
Wid confirming their souls in the right ways of the 
Lord. The plea on which open communionists rest 
their arguments, is 'christian libejality ;' a cause for 
which we are nowhere in scripture required to com- 
mune.' If then we commune together at the Lord's 
table to show our christian love to one another, we 
pervert the ordinance c^.the Lord, and subject our- 
selves to the keen rebuke of ' who hath required this 
at your hands ?' Though church niembers to hold a 
pure communion, must be in christian fellowship, 
formed into a new VMleavened lump, in sincerity and 
truth, yet they are nowhere required to commune to 
show their union, loye and aflfection to each other ; but 
to their LordT— to keep a holy memorial of his suffer- 
ings, and to show his death till he come. 

" Christian love, or liberality, is a fundamental pre- 
requisite, without the manifestation of which, no body 
of believers can be in that ^tate of union ~and fellow- 
ship which will authorize them to commune at the 
Lord's table. This, love is everywhere, in scripture, 
required to be, manifested by believers in Christ, one 
towards another ;, not indeed, by any ceremony, but 
by practically , abounding in the works of benevo- 
lence,, bitotherlyjsindness and charity; when, there- 
fore, -any body of Christians have gained gospel union 
and fellowship one vnth another, by the manifestations 
of fervent love towgids each other, then, and not till 
then, are they prepared to give an expression of their 
love ai»d affection to Christ, in a participation of the 
memorials of his sufferings and death. No set of be- 
lievers can be practically brought to this slate of, 
"hristian unity and fellowship, without the pious use 
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of a godly discipline, and therefore, none can sit to- 
gether, with gospel propriety, at the table of the Lord, 
but, those who are subject to its control; for if disci- 
pline guards the table of the Lord, then none can 
gospelly sit around it, but those who are under its 
banner." 

In 1836, Mr. Mercer -published his History of the 
Greorgia Association, a work that was prepared in ac- 
cordance with the request of,4!a.t body. It is proper, - 
however, to state, that most of tfae labor of -preparing 
th^ volume was. performed by the Rev.W. H. Stokes, 
associate editor of the Index; Mr. Mercer furnishing 
the materials, and taking the general oversight of the 
work as it progressed. Mr. Mercer thCTefore held 
himself responsible^ for the accuracy of the historical 
details, whilst the merits of the composition, whatever 
they may be, except a8 to thoge, documents which are 
introduced in the language of others, are to be put to 
the credit of his esteemed and worthy co-laborer. 
The work is divided into four parts : — 'Y\iejirst em- 
braces some account of the churches previous to the 
formation of the body ; an account of its organization, 
its articles of faith and decorum, compilations from 
the Minutes of the body, and some of the reports of 
its Missionary Board, &c.. The second fart consists' 
of the most important queries that from time to. time 
were propounded to the body, with the answers given. 
The third part embraces a selection from the Circu- 
lar Letters of the Association^ and constitutes rather 
more than one half the volume. '. Amongst the names 
of the various authors, are found those of Silas Mercer, 
Jesse Mercer, Abram Marshall, "Wm. Rabun, James 
Armstrong, J. • P, Marshall, W. T. Brantly, Jack 
Lumpkin, Adiel Sherwood, Otis Smith, B. M. Sanders, 
14* 
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and many others, whose names are dear to the Bap- 
tist's of Georgia. The fourili and last part is made 
ap of short, yet interesting biographical sketches of 
some (rf' the venerable cteparfeif Withers in the minis- 
tty ; who had either been connected' with the body^ 
or labored usefully in gathering more or less of thes 
Bjaterials of which it was afterwards composed; 

It is to be regretted that this volume has not met 
with that ready safe which its inherent ralire wouI(f 
have justiiied. A large jjortion of the work would be 
edifying and instructive to ministers and private merat- 
bers of the Ghureh ; ajHrd the- entire volume valuable 
cBs a; work : oF reference. The future historian cannot 
fail tiD> turn over its pages with pleasure and^ ad- 
vantage; 

Im 1837 Me. Mercer pablishe J- a Review of a cer- 
tain Committee's Report, v?hi-cb appeared'' in thel2tli 
number of the 1st volume of the "Primitiyg' Baptist," 
a violent anti-misswnaT'if paper, published in North 
Carolina, This Report, in. giving its version of cer- 
tain; church and' assoeiaitionar (fiificaltiess ■which haif 
been the occasion of much controversy and bitter 
feeling, impufgned' uigmstly, as Mr. Mercer supposed, 
the Georgia Association and tlie Stale Convention.- 
" To disabuse the puUic raind^ in reference to the' 
two bodies above named, to exculpate them from the 
misrepresentations and ill-demeanors laid to their 
charge', and tO' set son>e- facts stated Ib a more clear 
light,"' was the design of this Review. As the pam- 
phlet is mostly devoted to affairs of a local and tem- 
porai-y interest,, a particular notice of its contents may 
not be necessary here:: it is due however, to the 
author tO' say, that it was prepared with much ability, 
and was well aidapted to the design for which it was 
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Written. The following are the closing sentences of 
the pamphlet. 

" Say not that this distress is produced by mission- 
ary and kindred societies. Those existed long before 
ihis discord arose— and all were in peace' — all admit- 
ting that each brother should use his liberty in these 
things, to act or not as he choosed. And thus all was, 
Up to that very day when;the Associations assumed the 
right t&. adjudicate the churches. But from that day, 
fierce contentions, bitfeer animosities and divisions 
have increased amongst us. Will not the brethren 
wake up to this fact, and come up, with one heart and 
united hands, to the help pf our bleeding Zion 1 As 
said Paul in another case, ' he that letteth will let, till 
he he taken out of the way ;' so we may say in* this 
case. The cause which has produced our strife and 
divisions, ;i{jiU continue to produce confusion and dis- 
cord, till it be taken out the way. — And I can see no 
way by which peace can be restored to our Churches, 
except our brethren will give up their Associational 
jurisdiction, retract their decisions, and restore to the 
Churches their plundered rights. 

" May the _ God of peace, send peace*; by leading 
all his people to do that virhich is well pleasing in His 
sight, for the sake of the Prince of peace. So prays 
the friend and fellow servant oi all who tove our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. 

"Jesse Mercer." 

At a Ministers' Meeting in Powelton, held in Nov. 
1839, Mr. Mercer read an essay on the query, " Is the 
cause of Missionary Societies and other kindred insti- 
tutions, as advocated hy the Georgia Baptist Conven- 
tion, the cause of God ?" The writer, of course, 
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endeavored to establish the affirmative. After pre- 
senting a few appropriate and remarkably condensed 
scriptural arguments, he thus concludes : " If the 
societies complained of are not fulfilling the scriptures 
according to the purpose of Grod, set forth in prophe- 
cies and command, there is no operation now fulfilling, 
or pretending to fulfil them. Can this be supposed!" 
. Early in 1841, appeared in the columns of the 
Index an essay in three numbers, from the pen of 
Mr. Mercer, on the Forgiveness of Sins. In these 
numbers are considered the Source of forgiveness; 
the Medizim of communication ; how it is dispensed, ■ 
and how it is received ; and also its occasions. Under 
the last head he presents his views upon a subject 
which has been much controverted of late years in 
cettain sections of the country. 

" These texts (Mark 1 : 4. Acts 2 : 38.) have been 
used by some as if remission of sins, was dispensed 
in baptism, and that believers were now to be baptized 
in order to receive the remission of their sins. If 
these passages were all that the Bible contained on 
the subject, there might be a shadow of difiiculty in 
the construction of them ; but as the Scriptures are 
elsewhere indubitably clear, that pardon is dispensed 
by the Holy Spirit, and received by faith, as all other 
gospel blessings are, the sense in these texts must be 
diiferentjy understood. And I am fully persuaded 
that the true meaning is, that baptism is to be sub- 
mitteJ to, Bs all other obedience is to be done, in 
reference to the remission of sins. The true sense in 
these passages, depends on the meaning of 'for,' as 
used in them. Webster, in his late Dictionary, among 
many other renderings, has the two following. • On 
account of.' And ' towards the obtaining of.' I think ' 
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all will agree it must be in these texts used in one of 
these senses. It either must bo that believers are to 
be baptized in order to the ohtaining the remission of 
sins, or it is to be perfotmed on account of the remis- 
sion of sins. 

I take the latter ground of construction as the trua 
one in these declarations ; because the scripture as- 
cribes it to a different cause ; see Acts 10 : 43; iij ref- 
erence to Christ crucified, the pirophets all gave wit- 
ness ' that through his name, whosoever believeth in 
him, shall receive remission of sins' This is conclu- 
sive. For if forgiveness of sin is received through 
the name of Christ, by faith in him, it can't he received 
by baptism, nor any other act* of gospel obedience. 
A critical observance of the text in Acts 2 : 38. will 
show that Peter did not intend to convey the idea to 
those'^ convicted, inquiring souls, that they on being 
baptized should receive the remission of their sins ; 
for then he would have placed ' receive' before the re- 
mission of sins, and then it would have read thus : — 
' Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, and ye shall receive the re- 
mission of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost;' but 
receive being placeed bfore the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
plainly excludes the remission of sins from the recep- 
tion ; and shows he designed the forgiveness of sins 
to be considered the great reason on account of which 
they were to be baptized. I think any one may p'er- 
ceive a marked diflference between Christ and the 
Evangelists in the use of this little word 'for ;' — 
Christ said to his disciples at the supper-table, (Math. 
26 : 2&.) ' For this is my blood of theT^ew Testament, 
which is shed for many ybr the remission of sins.' 
Who doubts but Christ intended for the obtaining of 
the reaiission of sins 1 But the Evangelist and Peter 
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use it evidently, in my view, in the sense oi, on ac- 
count of, and shows that baptism is to be received in 
joyful regard to Christ, by whom we received the 
atonements— Once more and I close. Baptism is a 
figurative represelitatiofii of Christ's death and resur- 
rection _/b/ the remission of sins, wherein the baptized 
show their faith in Christ and hope of salvation 
through him, and must have the remission of sins al- 
ready in their joyful possession ; and of course; sub- 
mit to the ordinance in view of their heing forgiven 
all trespasses, and in hope of a triumphant resurrec- 
tion with their ascended Saviour, to that inheritance 
which is reserved in heaven for all those who look 
and wait for his coming." 

A few extracts from Mr. Mercer's shorter pieces 
that appeared from time to time in the Index, under 
the editorial head, will exhibit his opinions on vari- 
ous important subjects, and furnish a' proper conclu- 
sion to this chapter. 

Justification and Sanctification. 

"1. Justification is an act of God the Father as 
Judge ; sanetiiication is by the operations and influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghost. 2. Justification is opposed 
to guilt and condemnation ; sanctification is opposed 
to the corruption and the pollutions of the heart. 
3. Justification is by the righteousness of Christ im- 
puted ; sanctification is by the graces of the Holy Spi- 
rit implanted. 4. Justification gives a title to heaven ; 
sanctification fits and prepares for heaven. Thus 
Christ on us is our justification, while Christ in us is 
our sanctification and hope of glory." 
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Free Agency. 

" ITiis term is tfsed by theological writers to ex- 
press the state, of men as creatures vested with power 
every way saited to yield obedienee to the laws &f 
their Maker, while at the same time they were left 
Jree, or liable to ' turn from the holy commandment 
(Jelivered unto'rthem.' The word agent, in this coir- 
nexien, simply describes man as capable of action, 
and Jree is used to show that that aetion was the re- 
sult of no compulsory coercion, but produced wholly 
by the volition of its, agents, or that men act accord- 
ing to the most prevailing disposition of their hearts. 
This JrecC agency is that whereby men are the proper 
subjects of moral law ; bound to' obey the voice of 
their Creator, because he gave them in their creation, 
the ability td do so, and therefore 'requires, them -to^ 
love Mm with all their heart, soul, miad and strength ; 
but never coerces thera to this obedience — ^for this 
would be to render their service a matter of neces- 
sity and not of choice, void of virtue and incapable 
of giving him any honor. In order that men's obe- 
dience might be voluntary, virtuous and honoring to 
their Creator, they must be Jree to disobey if they 
choose to do so. 'Tis this that renders them respon- 
sible for their actions— the subjects of praise or blame. 
Without this they could not be blessed in their obe- 
dience, nor condemned for then: sin. 

" The fact that men have sinned, has no tendency 
to alter, or change, or abate the claims of their Crea- 
tor on them, or their obligations of obedience to him, 
in the least. He has created them the subjects of 
moral government, and commands them accordingly; 
and it is their- duty to obey ; but their foolish heart 
Being fully bent in them to do evil, they will not. 
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They choose their own evil ways -and doings, and re- 
fuse to return. Therefore they are without excuse, 
and justly condemned, and would all perish in their 
own corruption, if God was not better to them than 
they are to themselves. 

" But God, in the infinite provisions of his- mercy, 
has purposed in Christ to employ such' divine opera- 
tions and influences as shall, in perfect accordance 
with the free agency of men, make his people willing 
in the day of his power. It is bejieved that all the 
saving operations of God in men, are to bring them 
to this willingness, and bo to be saved. That God in 
these operations, never does any violence to the will 
of men, but always seeks to change it from its evil in- 
clinations, and so to turn them to himself. The evi- 
dences of God's favor towards any are, therefore, not 
to be sougkt inybrczife, "restraints, but in the drawings 
and sweet ihclinings of their .hearts to seek the Lord, 
and to obtain his favor. Nor are we to think these 
sweet drawings are tJie less certain, because they do 
not rise to coercion. The Lord who formed the 
heart, knows best how to govern it, and form it anew 
to love and serve him with true delight," 

Atonemeri/t and Reconciliation. 

" While I was at the Georgia Association, I re- 
ceived from a highly ei^teemed brotber, the following 
note. ' Mf dear brother, — In reading your letters on 
the atonement, I find on the 4th page, 1st column, 
it is called reconciliation. Are atonement and recon- 
^ciliatipn synoi^ympus expressions % If so, I will thank 
you to remove a difficulty resting on my mind ; it is 
this : the atonement was made say eighteen hundred 
years ago y its effects reached back to the first real 
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penitent, and forward to the last. J. M. was hope- 
fully reconciled to God, say 1787 ; what influence had 
the atonement before this period 1 If atonement and 
reconciliation are the same, he must have been recon- 
ciled while his life and heart gave abundant evidence, 
that he was unreconciled : or in ;other words, he was 
reconciled ' and yet iii rebellion ; which to me is ab- 
surd ! You will oblige me by removing this dilemma.' 
It may be that other brethren are puzzled with this 
dilemma, and for their sakes as well as his, I request 
you will insert in the Star and Index,* the following 
solution. 

" Reconciliation is the making peace between par- 
ties at variance. G-od and men, are at variance, and 
reconciliation relates to both parties. From God it 
removes the ofifence ; from men, sin, the cause of it. 
The offence is removed from God by the death of his 
Son — by the blood of his cross, &c. Sin is taken 
away from, men by the operations and influences of 
the Holy Ghost, giving them faith in that death and 
blood. In reference to God it is atonement ; in ref- 
erence to menit is regeneration and conversion. Paul 
uses the word in both these senses in one verse, Rom. 
5 : 10. 'For if when we were enemies,' we were re- 
conciled tci God by the death of his Son ; 'much more, 
being reconciled, we shalLbe saved by his life.' The 
same jdea is expressed in verse 8 : ' In that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.' Now, as Christ 
really died Jbr us eighteen hundred years ago, and in 
purpose from the foundation of the world, reconcilia- 
tion must have rested in his mind coeval thereto, and 
so, while men lay in sin, tod were' rebels. 

• The paper was published at Philadelphia when the -above was 
writtea. 
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" The same may be said of redemption and even of 
pardon; indeed, pardon is of necessity some time 
with God before it is received by us : and so, we may 
be said to be pardoned, and yet not pardoned. — I be- 
lieve that Gill, Scott, Brovvn, Doddridge, Buck, and 
Henry, all agrpe in reconciliation and atonement be-, 
ing ' synonymous, as they relate to God. I can't see 
any other sense in the texts I have cited. If this is 
correct, the doctrine" is established, whether the* di- 
lemma' is removed or not." 

Predestination and Free agency. 

" The knotty question — How predestination in God 
can consist with free agency in man % is more puzzlings 
X than edifying. We may affirm the fact, though we 
cannot explain the manner; for the scriptures plainly 
teach us both, and 'they cannot be broken.' We do 
not, however, see any particular difficulty in harmo- 
nizing them together, unless it could be thought that 
seduction or inducement could exonerate its subjects 
from responsibility ; but if that could be allowed, it 
would apply as well to temptation as to divine %/nfivi- 
ence, and so render man a mute ; neither the subject 
of praise or blame. But if man may be tempted, or 
induced' to act in a certain way, and yet be accounta- 
ble,' we see not why God might* not foresee how the 
various temptations and trials, he would please to suf- 
fer, would operate on man, and determine to employ 
such counteracting operations and influences as he 
might see good to, effect a certain end, and yet he re- 
main righteous and man responsible. For instance : 
If God, having created man a rational and intelligent 
moral agent, should detennine to place-him in circiijn- 
stances, and suffer him to be tempted by all the in- 



J^ESSK MERCER. 315 

ducements, the best suited to test his integrity, would 
he be thereby freed fronr responsibility, in case he sin- 
ned'l? Certainly not. Can it be supposed, that such 
a case would possess any difficulty to an mfinite mind. 
Ml perfectly comprehending the results of such a 
trial] "We think not. Well then^ should, God pre- 
determine to appose to the sinful inclinations of men, 
such restraints and influences under, his providence, 
as would overcome them, and dispose him to choose 
and adopt that course which would terminate in that 
end, which would, (all things considered,) be most for 
his glory and the greatest good of the universe ; would 
that in any wise destroy mail's free agency ? It surely 
eould not. Then it is easy to see how God could 
consistently with the perfect accountability of man, 
' declare the end from the beginning, and from sw- 
eient times the tMngSf,tha,t are not yet done, say- 
ing, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure V " , >. 

Duty of Man and Purposes of God. 

" We presume the difficulty of these brethren in 
reconciling the purposes of God with the duty of maiy^ 
arises from viewing duty onl^/ in relation to its agents, 
and as dependent alone on uninfluenced htiman voli- 
tion. Their minds therefore revolt at the idea of rest- 
ing tlie purposes of God on conditions so precarious 
and uncertain. But this difficulty will wholly vanish, 
when it is considered that these agents and a;ll their 
works are in the hand of God, Eccl. 9 : 1. and directed 
in truth to the ends designed, Isa. 61 : 8. That God 
has connected the operations of his people with the- 
designs of bis- grace, is as certain as he has command- 
ed tliem ; but in appointing the dutie^ of his servants. 
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to be the means of subsei"ving his purposes, he also 
has appointed his Holy Spirit to be the superintending 
Lord over them, their works and the things to be ao- 
Gomplished. But we are not to suppose that God 
always makes 'known his designs, with the require- 
ments of those duties, which he intends to make instru- 
mental in the accomplishment of hi§ purposes,' or that 
his people are always conscious of the effects which 
will follow their obedience. lu this respect they are 
often left in great obscurity, while Gr'od plaitts his foot- 
steps before them, in. the deep waters, and makes 
darkness his pavilion round about him ; and they are 
left to be impelled on only from those motives and 
honest Considerations which are conducive to all holy 
obedience, arising from the fear, love and authority of 
Him who commands their respect. Thus Christians 
should be diligent in the discharge of thos^pbligations 
which are clearly intimated from the -commands of 
Scripture, the indications of divine Providence, and 
the operations of the Holy Spirit- in their hearts — 
humbly looking to God for the desired results." 

Conditional Election.^ 

" Mr. Wesley,*in his zeal to establish *his favorite 
scheme of conditional election, notwithstanding all' his 
learning and skill as a controversialist, yet lays down 
a scheme which fixes on the elect personally, and se- 
cures their salvation, from eternity as absolutely sure, 
as the knowledge of ^.God was perfect or his faithful- 
ness unchangeable. He lays dovvTi his position thus — 
God from the foundation of the world, knotoing all men^ 
believing or unbelieving, did according to Msforeknote- 
ledge choosBj-or elect all obedient believers, as such, to 
salvation ; and reprobated or foreappointed' all disobe- 
dient unbeliever^ as such, to damnation ; not without. 
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hut according to Ms foreknowledge of them and all their 
works from the foundation of the world. Here it will 
be noticed tha,t Mr. W. admits the all comprehending 
and infinite understanding of God, and inakes it the 
base of his position. According to this perfect know- 
ledge of God, of all men and their individual' charac- 
teristics, they were disposed of for eternity, from the 
foundation of the word. Now we ask any man, free 
from prejudice, that if God foresaw me as an obedient 
believer, and elected »je, as such, to glory, can \fail to 
attain to it t Qr 'if J was seen, from tjie foundation of 
the world a disobedient unbeliever and reprobated, or 
foreappbinted as such, to damnation, can I possibly es- 
cape it \ It will be easily seen that this scheme ren- 
ders the destitay of every man absolutely sure from 
the foundation of the word, without the possibility of 
a change j unless it could be.tshown that there had 
been some error in the foreknowledge of God. But 
the worst feature in the conditional scheme is, that it 
divests the doctrine of every particle or vestige of 
grace. What grace is there in God's choosing worthy 
persons to glory \ Is there any wonder in God's 
loving and choosing ifierigliteous 1- But the astonish- 
ment of men and angels has been called forth in that 
God loved ;US, and Christ died for us while we were 
enemies. In scripture the doctrine of election is con- 
sidered as a matter of amazing gratitude and thanks- 
giving. See. Ephe. 1:3, 4. 2 Thess. 2 : 13. 1 Peter 
1 : 3. and whoever holds or feels towards it in any 
other light, holds it not in accordance to scripture." 

Per sorts are sometimes improperly ^i^ceused of Armi- 
nianism. » 

" Although Mr. Fuller writes much on the respon- 
sibilities and duties of men to believe the gospel 
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when if is preached to them, yet he argues fully, the 
total depravity of fallen men, and that they can be 
saved only by sovereign grace, through the application 
of the atonement, by the Holy Spirit. 
• " Some expressions, dropped by Judson and other 
jtaissionaries, have been caught up, and construed 
into Arminianism : such as, if Christians had done 
their duty, v^at multitudes of heathen might have been 
saved ! Or, what multitudes of heathen are perishing 
every day, for lack of that knowledge, which Christians 
have failed to propagate among them I These and all 
similar expressions, which connect salvation with the 
use of means, are to be understood in the light of 
means, and no further. And in that light they ai'e 
perfectly scriptural.^ In Matt. W i 20 — 24. our Lord 
upbraids tJie hard hearted and impious Jews, be- -, 
cause tHey repented not at, his mighty works; and 
declared that if they ha'd beeii done in Tyre and Sidon, 
and in Sodom, they would have repented long ago, 
and remained to that day. Again, he said to those 
who persecuted, and would have' killed j^m, John 
5 : 34. ' These things I "Bay, that ye might 'be saved.' 
Also 20 : 31. 'But. these jhings are wiitten, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the phrist, the Son of God ; 
and that believinga ye might have life through his 
name.' Paul declares to the Gehtiles that the design 
of what he said, Rom. 11 : 14. was that — ' If by any 
means he might provoke to emulation, them which 
are my flesh, and might save some of them.' And in 
1 Cor, 9 : 19—22'. he says : ' I made myself servant 
unto all, that I might gain the more.' And says he, 
' I am made all things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some.' And he even expresses the same 
connexion between his efforts, and the salvation of the 
elect in 2 Tim. 2:10.' Therefore, I endure all things 
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for the elect's sake, that. they may also obtain the sal- 
vation which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.' 
If then, the missionaries in the sentiments above were 
Arminians, then were Christ and Paul Arminians ! ! 

" But vve presume, the whole complaint springs out 
of a mistaken notion of what Arminianism is. Or 
from a wish to stigmatize whatever is opposed to their 
antinomian notions. «■ " 

" Arminianism rightly understood, is comprehensi- 
bly expressed in universal provision, made in Christ 
for the salvation of all men ; and a corresponding 
ability in man to accept the offered mercy and live by 
it. Or, if we mistake not, as expressed by Arminius 
himself, that it consists in ' Ml free grace in God, and 
all free will in man.' The doctrine inculcated, that 
Christ ^s the second Adam, represented all mankind, 
and restored all to a state of initial salvation. So that 
all men are born with a seed of grace in them ; and 
sta.nd justified free from the condemnation of Adam's 
sip. That God freely dispenses his calls and invita- 
tions to all, and that his Spirit operates on all — but on 
none irresistibly ; so that all are capable at all times 
to resist the grace and be lost; or cherish the influ- 
ence, and be saved., 

" But appeals to men, in regard to their danger or 
duty, must not be considered inconsistent, either With 
their condition in sin, or the eternal and unchangeable 
purposes of G^d ; because the scriptures abound with 
them. Divine piirposes form no rule for human ac- 
tion. They are rather the rule of the divine opera- 
tion. The holy commandrniknt is the lule for the obe- 
dience of men. And all men are bound to obey God, 
in all his dispensations of law or gospel. They who 
have right notions of God'a purposes of grace and 
men's responsibilities^ will never confound theni' to- 
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gether. All duties, whether yielded to command, 
invitation or exhortation, must be considered only as 
duties, aiid done as necessary to some usefulness, and 
for the honor of God. - Salvation always comes from 
G-od, through the redemption that is in Christ, accord- 
ing to 'the riches of his grace. But it may be received 
in the way of duty. It is God's way, first to call men 
to repentance which issues in obedience ; and then to 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ that they may be saved 
through him. * Therefore, the scriptures abound iiL 
exhortations, invitations, and even commands to re- 
pentartpe and faith. It is right then that men should 
be taught their obligations -to God, and exhorted, and 
u%ed, and even expostulated with, that they turn from 
the evil of their ways, and seek the Lord while he 
may- be found, and call upon him while he is near-; 
lest they sink from the dark mountains of their error, 
and perish for ever. All this, however, must be kept 
distinctly within the sphere of means and duty; or 
only as ways in which the Lord may be found, in wkom 
alone is all grace. If any man has ever inculcated the 
efficiency of means and instruments in themselves cori- 
sideredf'he is worse than an Arminian. The effort- 
brethren, so far as we are acquainted with them, hold 
with the apostle, that while they ' plant and water,' 
it is God alone ' that giveth the increase.' They feel 
it to be their duty to do their endeavor to fulfil the 
ministry which God has entrusted to them, but they 
look to him for all their successes. To God, there- 
fore, be all the Glory." 

For whom, are ^e invitations of the Gospel particu- 
larly intended ? 
" Although the invitations of the gospel are full and 
free, answering to every case of distress, which con- 
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vinced sinners can feel or the fulness of Christ relieve; 
yet we know of na command which requires a minis- 
ter of Christ, or even justifies- him, in inviting thought- 
less sinners to come to him for salvation. And why- 
should he ■? » They neither know nor feel their need 
of the.blessings he .has to bestow. It appears to us 
the first duty of a gbspel minister is to teach men 
the ruined state they are in by reason of sin, and 
the provisions of mercy God has made for their 
recovery" in Christ ; then to wai-n them of their dan- 
ger, then after that to call them to repentance and 
faith, and then last of all to invite the perishing, 
helpless and dying to come to Christ and live. The 
invitations of the gospel are predicated on some cir- 
cumstance of distress, which the blessings of salva- 
tion are suited to remedy. The most free and 
general invitation is, ' And, whosoever will, let him 
take of the water of life freely.' But we presume, 
all will admit this will is desire, and even involves 
thirst for these waters, with anxious fears of being 
denied, else why invited to take them freely. Should 
it be said the thirsty in the 50th of Isaiah, evidently 
intend those who are, athirst for carnal or worldly 
pleasures — then we ask, is there any thing in the 
waters of life to satiate this sinful desire-j-to allay 
this burning thirst for sensual 'gratifications % We 
answer no : the causes of this sinful thirst must, be 
removed by soul-stirring convictions,* and th^'" place 
filled with 'hunger and thirst ailer righteousness.' 
And then, and not till then, the invitations will apply. 
" Should any inquire why sinners are preached to 
at all, if they be ' Hind, deaf dumb V We reply, 
because, G-od has commanded us to preach unto the 
people. And we should obey ,as did the prophet, 
when commanded to prophesy to the dry bones in 
15 
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the valley. And rationally, because they are alive 
in all that renders them accountable beings ; but 
dead in all that fits them for accept_able, evangelical 
obedience. And therefore theirs must be a guilty 
blindness, deafness and death, about which they ought 
to he preached to." 

The doctrines of Grace favorable to Godliness. 

" The doctrine of divine grace, according to eter- 
nal purpose, wrhich God purposed in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, is a doctrine according to 
godliness; and vyhen rightly held and taught, tends 
to promote comfort, zeal, and perseverance in all 
holy obediencBj from a sense of gratitude ; and in 
no'yyise interferes with the obligations and responsibil- 
ities of men ; but when made a party question, and run 
out into extremes, (to which controversy leads,) it be- 
comes a snare to many souls — a nurse of inaction, 
and a conductor to the ruins of Antinomianism. The 
opposite extreme should as assiduously be guarded 
against. — Dwelling on practical religion, and insist- 
ing on the duties and obligations of men, without 
keeping. in constant view their moral and guilty dis- 
ability, and the sovereignty of God in affording salva- 
tion to them, as unworthy, helpless sinners, as directly 
tends to the bogs (f Arminianistn. The truth of the 
gospel, rightly held and taught, is that which turns 
men from darkness to light, and the power of sin 
to serve the living God, by faith which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." 

Sincerity, 

" Sincerity may be defined, the exact agreement of 
a man's conduct, with the feelings and designs of his 
heart. If then hatred to God and man cannot be justi- 
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fied, &01' even excused because it is sincere; the sincere 
belief of error cannot apologize for its votaries, in its 
practice. It is not sincerity, but truth, vphich can 
justify any one in his faith or practice. If otherwise, 
all kinds and forms of religion would be equalized. 
For doubtless there are sincere Jews and Pagans, 
Infidels and Idolaters^ as well as Christians. But 
who will ever excvfse Jews, Pagans, Infidels, Idolaters 
■or Christian errorists, '^eccM^e they are sincere ? None! 
we presume. But nevertheless, sincerity is an indis- 
pensable trait of a godly, man's heart. It is the true 
and genuine characteristic of a real christian, and 
which distinguishes him from, and opposes him to a 
hypocrite. The true christian therefore, sincerely be- 
lieves the truth, and does it ^ because it is the truth, 
and not because it smits his convenience, or fosters 
either his pride or pleasure." 

Submission to (xod, not altdfi'gsjhlloieed, iioitJt, immedixite 
. comfort. 

" And we inquire, if there is not in christian ex» 
perience a crisis beyond which there is no opposition 
to G-od's justice or his. mercy, and yet there is no 
comfort and peace in believing ] But on the contrary, 
a mighty struggle, a^ awful suspense ! This struggle 
is not with God to induce him to pardon sins — no 
enlightened sinner does that — but he is in strife in 
himself, to know whether God will, or even can par- 
don him. What does the Saviour mean when he 
says strive to enter in 1 does he not, so far as prayer 
is concerned, mean the importunity he recommends, 
and what is that but a mighty struggle at the throne 
of grace] Christ says that God bears long with his 
own elect which cry unto him day and night. Is it 
likely they .St such times have no stniggling to enter 
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into f est 1 We are of opinion that there is in l£& 
dispensation of God's grace to men, a season in which; 
after they are convinced an4 humbled, that they are- 
left to seek, and mourn, and wait before God, to 
obtain his pardoning merpy, and that during this time 
they have many fears and feremblings, and we may 
say many strugglings lest. Shey should be finally cast, 
off!" 

Comment cm Bsom. 8 : 19, 20, 2.1-, 

*' This is reckoned among Commentators, one of 
the most diffictrlt passages in the epistle, to under- 
stand and explain satisfactorily. The reason, we 
think, is that they mostly adopt a plan of construction,, 
which is wide of the apostle's theme of discourse; 
They are very much divided, and it does not appear 
that they have yet come to any agreement as to wliEtt 
is the true meaning. We have consulted all the ex- 
positions we have at command, and cannot find any 
with which we can be satisfied. — Some make ' tlie 
creaturp' to mean the brute creature, others the Tieaihcn 
creature, others the inanimate creature, and others the 
creation. l3ut these meanings all represent the apostle^, 
as suddenly breaking off from a most interesting sub- 
ject, to a different one without any just cause ; and 
besides, we cannot see the propriety of attributing to 
these the strong expressions of desire and hope as- 
cribed' to the creature by the apostle. We shall 
therefore give our own opinion and leave our friends 
to make their own. 

"As the apostle assigns what is contained in these 
verses, as a reason foe what he had said in verses 17 
and 18, we think it best to understand him to intend 
by the creature, the child of God. The new creature 
in Christ Jesus. (See 2 Cor. 5 : 17. where the same 
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Crreek word is used for creature.) Paul having come 
to the conclusion that the sufferings endured by chris- 
tians in the present world, were not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that would be revealed in therai, 
assigns as a reason for this conclusion, that the earned 
expectation of the child of God, waited for this glorious 
reversion ; and though now, for a season, it might be 
needful for him to suffer the afflictions which his hea- 
venly Father had appointed to him as trial, or chas- 
tisement, yet he was taught to believe that h® 
should be delivered from this state of bondage into 
ithe glorious liberty of tlie sons of God in light. The 
verses may be thus paraphrased. For the earnest ex- 
pectation of the child of Gqd v^aiteth for the time 
when all the children of God will be manifested in 
their true character. For "he was made subject to 
vanity, or the state of suffering in which he remains, 
not by his own will or desire, but because it is the 
will of his Father in heaven, that be should- continue 
in this transitory state of >disappointment and suffer- 
iags. But in doing this, hope has been given him as 
an anchor to his soiil, sure and steadfast, to enable 
him to endure his trials till his redemption come. 
And he shall be delivered from this bondage of cor- 
ruption into the glorious liberty of all the children of 
God in the heavenly kingdom. And to encourage 
the brethren to endure their sufferings with patience, 
the Apostle alleges, as a known fact, that all the new 
creation,'OX people of God in the past ages, groaned 
and travailed in pain for this deliverance ; and not 
only those who had lived in the more dark dispensa- 
tion, but even we, the apostles, who have received the 
richer degree of .'the spirit of adoption, groan and wait 
for the redemption of our body. Hence the apostle 
would have his brethren ■la.th.er to count it all joy 
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when they fell into many temptations ancf trials, know^ 
ing ' that tribalation worketh patience ; and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketli 
not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
us !" 

Trinitarian arguments Jbr John 5 : 17. and on. 

" To understand the paradoxes of Scriptofe is 
reference to Christ, his twofold state, or complex chai- 
racter, as son of man and son of God must be kept 
constantly in view. Without this many texts are per- 
fectly inexplicable. As- son of man, in which exists 
his mediatorship, he is a servant, obeys,' suffers, prays, 
and dies ! In this character he declsEres himself to' be 
inferior to the Father. 

"AsjSow of God, he thinks it no robbery to be 
equal with God, is the express image of his person, 
and the very brightsess of his glory, and affirms him- 
self to be one with the Father. 

" Unitarians endeavor to establish the cremtureshlp 
of Christ, in order to destroy his godhead. A man 
would argue just as conclusively, who, on proving 
man to be a frail and dying mortal, would triumph- 
antly affirm that he was not immortal. But to the 
point in question. Our Lord had. declared himself to 
be the Son of God in such a manner as made the 
Jews charge him with blasphemy, in making himself 
eqiial wit> God. In all that Christ replies to this 
charge, his essential,, indivisible and co-existent union 
with his Father is asserted. In any other view of the 
divine Personalities they could work separately. If 
Christ was a creature he could act without his Father, 
as angels and men have done in committing sin. But 
as he is one pf a co-ordinate and inseparable exist- 
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ence he cannot work of himself or alone. So when 
the Father works he also Works. For what things 
soever the Father, doeth, these also doeth the? Son 
likewise. This is not imitation, for then there would 
be a double set of works, but it is the work of indi- 
visible unity. It is therefore that the Son is Entitled, 
to the same degree of honor with the Father ; which 
if he" be not God, is idolatfy. Now whatever is said 
to be given to him, is 'because lie is the Son of Man^ 
In this sense all- is communicated and derived. 

". It is hoped the above may serve as a cl«w to 
direct^the thoughts of those bewildered, in the intri- 
cacies of this very mysterious doctrine. Our advice 
to all is to build their faith on the plain, and not the 
obscure portions of Scripture. On the rock of divine 
declaration, and not on the sand of human conjecture." 

The true Christian and deceived soul. 

" Many a sincere child of God and lover of Christ 
has inquired with anxious .solicitude, under conscious 
defects and short-comings, " can I be a christian ? 
Surely 'I must he a deceived soul !' And one has lately 
asked lis with earnest concern, ' what are the exer- 
cises of a real christian, and some of the most striking 
marks by which he may be distinguished from a de- 
ceived soul?' 

" We now in compliance with the request thus ear- 
nestly made, will endeavor to place a few of the ex- 
ercises and most obvious marks of a true christian in 
contrast with those of a deceived soul ; for the benefit 
of those who have little faith and tender consciences. 

" 1. A christian is a believer in Christ, whose sole 
dependence for salvation is in Him ; and who, from 
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a sincere regard for his person and honor, is endeav- 
oring to follow liis precepts and examples. 

" A. deceived soul, while be may admit that Christ 
Jesus is the procuring cause of salvation for the hu- 
man race, and that it originated all in grace, yet does 
not wholly trust in hirn, nor on divine grace, for that 
salvation, but in something else, either in, or done by 
hinfself, or by somebody else for him ; and he is not 
careful to follow Chn&t s& Ms Lord and Master, but 
only as he may think it necessary for his own happi- 
ness and final safe arrival in heaven. 

"2. A christian loves Grod; 1 John 4 : 7. '-Every 
one that loveth is horn of God.' Which may be 
known by an exercise of holy and reverend fear of 
him, leading to eschew evil and do good from a pious 
and devout regard to his tionor. 

" A deceived soul does not love God, only in so far 
as he thinks he sees something in him, which has a di- 
rect bearing on his own happiness,' and enables him to 
cherish his iiopeg, of salvation founded on his'own im- 
aginary goodness; he has no fear of offending God, 
except as he- supposes his safety is concerned. 

" 3. A christian loves his fellow-professors, just in 
that proportion in which they give evidence that they 
are bom of God. — 1 John 3 : 14. 'We know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we love 
the bjgthrqn.' The motive of this love is in the love 
of God their hieavenly Father, as laid down in 5 : 1, 2. 
■ Every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him also 
that is begotten of him. By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and 
keep his commandments.' So that the love a christian 
has to professors of Christianity, marks him to be a 
child of God, just so far as it springs from the love 
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iie has to God, which is evident from its issurng in a 
sincere endeavor to keep his commandments. 

" A deceived soul loves professors of jreligion either, 
mofliinally, vyithout distinction, because it is counted 
iiberal wad popular, Ecnd is highly commended among 
men ; or denommatioruilly, because they ar-e of his 
own sect or party, or because they hold in matters of 
religion precisely as he does. — His motives for the 
ilove of the brethren, are never drawn from so remote 
-a source as the love of God and the "keeping of his 
^commandments, ' 

" 4. A christian has a knowledge.of himself, which 
at once distresses and humbles him. He views him- 
sel{ without Christ, totally depraved, Eom. 7 : 14. IS. 
His heart is a sink of sin ; Jer. l? -: 9. He kBows its 
plague, 1 Kings 8 : 38. and bitterness, Prov. 14 : 10. 
He often Teproaches himself as vile and unworthy ; 
! and the greg-ter his discoveries are of the holiness and 
greatness of God, the more he abhors himself in -dust 
.and ashes ; Job 42 : 5, 6. Prov. 30 :: 2, 3. Isa. 6 - 5. 
He is often disappointed in his ifondest hopes and an- 
^ticipations in happiness and success in duty; Rom. 
7 : 15. to the end of the chapter, compared, with -Gal. 
5 : 17. He is also exposed'to many and fiery temp- 
tations; 1 Peter 1:6. 4. 12 : 13. But he rejoices 
•in hope of deliverance. Ps, 34 : iS, ^0. E.om. S : 
18—25. 

"A. deceived soul trusts in himself that he is right- 
«oiis ; Luke 18 : 9. Puts dependence in his own 
heart, or in ,man, or some set of men ; Piov. 28 " 36. 
Jer. 17 : 5. ^Ezek. 13 : 6. And is not in trouble as 
true believers are ; Ps. 73 : 5. 

" Deception does not consist ss much in -eiToneous 
exercises and practice in religion, as in a misguided 
■dependence for salvation, and selfish motives in Tegard 
.15* 
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to the service of God. The deceived sov.1 cannot lore 
Christ for any intrinsic value, or supreme excellence 
he sees in him, and therefore cannot trust to his right- 
eousness for justification, but chooses to depend. on 
his own inward holiness, and to poise himself on his 
own good frames and feelings. But true and vital 
piety -eansists not so muck in frames and feelings which 
may be had, as in a well grounded dependence on 
Christ for acceptance with God, and a deep roofed 
disposition of heart exercised towards God in rever- 
ence and godly fear. The child of God loves ChrisJ: 
supremely, and can trust his righteousness and noth- 
ing else, for justification with God. He can have no 
confidence in himself, for iit him (that is in his Sesh) 
he knows dwells no good thing. Phil. 3 : 3. Rom. 
7 : 18. 

" 'But, brother Editor, I thbtaght, should I ever be 
a christian, I would be a Aoli/ one, but have been en- 
tirely disappointed — I fear instead of growth in grace, 
my life is retrograde. I perform no duty as I ought. 
My attempts fo pray are often with a mind so void of 
feeling, so wandering, so little impressed with a sense 
of my wants or necessities, that were I to approach 
an earthly judge in tlie same manner, I know he would 
spurn roe from his presence.' — Well be this all true, 
and why lament it, if not a christian 1 'Tis a mercy 
that christians know their errors, and mourn over 
them, and are Jtumbled on account of them. P« 19 : 
12 — 14. Lam. 3 : 19, 20. "We cannot close tMs ar- 
ticle better than in the words of the excellent Newton. 

" ' If I love, why am I thus? 
Why this dull and lifeless frame ' 
Hardly,- sure, can they be worse. 
Who have never heard iaa name 
Could my heart so hard remain, 
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PrayV a task and burclen prove, ' 
Every trifle give trie pain. 
If I knew a Saviour's love? 
When I turn my eyes wiihin. 
All is dark, and vain, and wild{ 
Fill'd with unbeiicf and sin. 
Can I deem myself a child 1 
If 1 pray-, or itrar, or read, 
Sin is mix'd in all 1 do; 
Vou that love the Lord indeed'. 
Tell me, is it tlras wiih you 1 
Yei I mourn ray stubborn will, 

Kind my sin a grief and ihrall .' 
Sh.ould I gi'ieve for what I fepl. 

If I did not love at all? 

Could I joy the%aints'to meet, 

Choose the ways I once abhorred. 

Find, at times, the promise sweet, 

If I did not love ihe-Lord? 

Lord, decide this doubtful case! 

Xhou who'art thy people's'sun, 

Shine. upon thy work of grace, 

If it be indeed begun I 

Let me love thee more and morf'. 

If I love at all, I pray; . 

If I have not lov'd before, ''■ 

Help m& to begin to-day !' " 

bViug is a connected lisrof the" principal writinffs of'm^ 

R^^Letter of Ga. Association, 1801. 2. Do do on Dis- 
Spline, ISOi). • 3. Do. do. Invalidity of Pedobaptist Administration 
of Ordinances, 1,811. 4. Do. do. Various Christian Duties urged, 
1816 5. Fruperal Discourse on the death of Gov. Rabun, IS'19. 
6. Circular^of Ga. Assoc. Unity and Dependence of the Churghea, 
1822. ' 7. Exposition of the first 17 verses in 12th ch. Rev. 1525. 
8. dissertation on the Prerequisites^o Ordination, 1829. 9. Scrip- 
tural Meaning of Ordination, 1830. 10. Ten Letters on the Atone- 
ment, 1830. 11. Circular Letter of the Bap. Sti^e Convention, 1831,. 
12 Resemblances and Differences between Church authority, and 
that of an Association, 1833. 13. Kssny on the Lord's Supper, 
l!'i33. 1'4. Education Sermon — Knowledge indispensable toa'Mln- 
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ister of God, 1834, 15. History of the Georgia Association, 1836. 
16. Review of a certain Report on Church and Associational Dif- 
ficulties, 1837. 17. Sermon on the Importance of ' Ministerial Un- 
ion, 1838. Jsl8. Sermon on the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
Christ, 1339. 19. Essay — The Cause of Missionary Soc^tics, ithe 
Cause of God, 1839. 20. Essay on Forgiveness of Sins, 1841. 

21. Hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches, 3 numbers, 1841, 

22. A Manuscript Sermon on Baptism, founded on Acts 10 : 47. 
23,, Manuscript Sermon on Missiuns, from Matt. 28 : 19. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Narrative o(^jMr. Mercer's Life resumed. — Letter to Mrs. R. — Se- 
verevindispositiori.^-Address to patrons of the Index. — Letter to 
the Georgia Association. — Letter to Mrs. R. — To Ileman Lin- 
coln. — Death of Mrs. Mercer. — Letter to Mr. M. — Letter of 
Mr. Curtis to Mr. Mercer. — Mr Mercer's reply. — " Hear what 
the Spirit saith to the Churches," 3 Nos. — His feelings in view of 
his approaching end. . ^ 

We now return to something like a more connected 
narrative, for the purpose of giving a ha.sty sketch of 
the declining days of Mr. Mercer. This account may 
be introduced very appropriately by a letter to an es- 
teemed sister in the Lord, with whom he kept up^an 
occasional correspondence for many years. It speaks 
of increasing infirmities. 

TO MRS. R. 

" Washington, March 27^ 1839. 
" Dear Sister Dolly, 

" I acknowledge my fault in not replying to your 
former letter. I am too apt to procrastinate till I for- 
get : pardon my neglects. 
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" As well as I can -recollect, you requested in your 
former letter, that your marrying should make no dif- 
ference to us. I considered, that you were free to 
marry whom you chose, and of course we ought to 
be content; sa,you need give yourself no further con- 

■ cern about that, iln your last you speeik of old times. 

. Truly I often throw my thoughts back on days gone 
by, and many recollections pour in upon my mind, 
rather with a mournful pleasure. Oft have I thought 
of the days of your conviction. That meeting we had- 
at Brown's Meeting-house — O what days those were ! 
If it should come, in my convenience, it would be as 
much as ever my joy to call ^nd stay with' you. But 

. pay going abroad has become pretty much a matter of 

., necessity — of bfeeiness, and I go where I must. 

_, " I thijik I can say with you that I am as ever de- 
termined to be and live for God ; but O my infirmi- 
ties seem to increase upon me,-and I am like Sam- 
son when he had lost his strength. y I cannot do as 
aforetime, but when I would do good, evil is present 
with me. I feel ipore and -more the need of divine 
help. I always felt as is expressed by Oliver Hart 
in one ^of his hymns. 

' Sgme long repent and late believe, 
, But when their gins' forgiven, 
A clearer passport they receive, 
Andwalt^ with" joy to heaven. 

Their parcton some receive at first, 
And then, coir.pelled to fight, 
.. They feel their 'latter stages worst, 

And travel' nSiich. by night.' 

" I should have said J always felt the spirit of this 
la.st verse, and Q&en cajled it mine. But I now find 
it still more and more -appropriate. But still I do 



334 MUMOIRS OP 

not despair. My motto is, trust in the L0^ and go 
forward." 

Though Mr. Mercer was occasionally the subject 
of bodily infirmity, yet during his long ministry, he 
was seldom compelled, by disease, to suspend for any 
considerable length of time his useful laborsi He was 
particularly favored in being allowed with great punc- 
tuality to attend all the most important meetings of 
his brethren. Advancing years, however, brought 
with them their attendant infirmities, and Mr. Mercer 
found at length his natural force sensibly abating., 
The annual session of the Georgia Association in the 
fall of 1839 was denied the presence of the venera- 
ble moderator ; a violent attack, attended with some 
distressing and alarming symptoms, confining him at 
home. Never before Were his brethren so deeply 
conscious of the strong hold which this good man had 
upon their respect, veneration and love. The absence 
of their long-tried and faithfiil friend, upon whose 
countenance they had often gazed with so much de- 
light i and whose counsels and instructions they had 
Ipamed so much to value, left in their midst a broad 
and mournful chasm. , The countenances, the conver- 
sation, the prayers of the brethren clearly indicated 
the deep sense they had of their bereavement, and 
how tender and strong were their sympathies for the 
venerable sufferer. 

To Mr. Mercer this affliction was rendered pecu- 
liarly trying by the consideration that this was the 
first time for a long series of years that he had been 
absent from a meeting of the Georgia Association. 
He bore it however .with exemplary patience, . and 
after a few weeks was so far improved in health as to 
be a.ble to resume in a measure his accustomed labors. 
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The last of November he attended a ministers' meeting 
at Powelton ; his patriarchal form was agaih seen in 
the prayer-meeting and in the pulpit, and occasionally 
he communed with his brethren through the pages of 
the Index. But his outward man was evidently yield- 
ing to decay, and it seemed mournfully obvious to 
his brethren, that a few more rude shocks of disease 
must necessarily close his earthly career. In May, 
1840, he 'was able to attend the meeting of the Con- 
vention at Penfield ; and though the labors of the oc- 
casion were too much for his enfeebled health, yet he 
gave strict attention to all the important business of 
tie session, and aided as usual by his paternal coun- 
sels. Some of the brethren were particularly struck 
with the sweet and heavenly minded spirit which he 
exhibited^ remarking that he seemed fast ripening for 
a better world. 

The following communication appeared in a June 
number of the Index, and will probably be interesting 
to the reader of this volume. The writer refers in an 
affecting manner to his own personal afflictions, and 
also to the distressing complaints of his estimable wife. 
It is to be hoped that bis exhortations to his brethren 
" to holdfast to the Index," will not be forgotten now 
that he is no more ; and that the paper, amply sus- 
tained by " the righf^ sort of zeal," will long continue 
to defend the cause of truth, and diffuse religious in- 
telligence far and wide amongst the churches. ■ 

" To the Patro-ns of the Christian Index." 

"of ourself." ~ 

" Dear Brethren and Friends, — In 'the providence 

of God, I was laid aside from business by a severe 

illness for several weeks, last October, ; and when I 

had recovered so as to go out, I still found myself 
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laboring under a pining intestine complaint, and ^diicli 
has continued varyingly till no.w. What this case is, 
I am hardly able to say. It may be, as a knowing 
physician said to me, a kind of xheumatic, gouty state 
of the bowels. This affliction, combined with the in- 
creasing infirmities of age, has rendered me altogether 
unfit for the dischstrge of the duties of the editorial de- 
partment of tlie Index ; and it has fallen for the mo^ ' 
part on the junior editor^. Finding I should of neces- 
sity be obliged to' give it up, and being desirous that 
it might be continued- ire the south, I came to the 
conclusion last fall, f o place it under the care of the 
Georgia Baptist Convention, as. the most sure method 
to secure the continuance of its publication. I there- 
fore made a proposition last winter to the Executive 
Comsaittee to receive it for the Comventiqn, und to 
proceed forthwith to provide for its publication under 
their superintendence ; but the Committee thought it 
might be assuming too much responsibility, and re- 
solved to lay the proposition before the Convention at 
its next meeting. This was accordingly done at 
the late meeting at Penfield, and was accepted ; and 
an order passed that I should be entirely relieved as 
soon as practicable. And it was further resolved that 
the Committee should adopt measures to remove the 
Institution as soon as convenient for publicatioia to 
Penfield. Thus the, work will soon, os^o necessity 
helongs, pass from my hsLnds, I trust into better. But 
for the present I am not, nor. do I see how I can be 
entirely released, if God shall continue my life and 
strength, until the close of the present year. Then it 
is pretty certain it will go into the hands of the Oom- 
rnittee to be published at Penfield, under the super- 
vision of some persons, who will 'doubtlessly be ap- 
pointed as a publishing Committee, &.a. 
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" Alii now,, my dear friends and brethren, let me 
exhort and admonish, nay, let me beseech you to 
hold fast to the Index. That such a publication is 
needed in the south is acknowledged by many, but too 
few feel the right, sort of zeal in the cause. I have 
made many personal sacrifices of convenience, -ease 
and pleasure both to myself and family, and hun- 
drieds of dollars to sustain the paper ajnongst us ; and 
now, will you not take a little extra pains to perpetu- 
ate its publication in the hands of the Convention ? I 
do trust, that those who have been its warm support- 
ers, will not only continue themselves, but make a 
strong effort to induce fithers to do so. Cannot every 
subscriber, who feels a wish for the prosperity of the 
paper, obtain each another subscriber for the paper 
next year 1 It will require a considerable increase 
of good paying subscribers, to sustain the paper as it 
should be_ sustained, and especially in view of the 
expenses which will, of necessity, be incurred in its 
removalj &c. 

*' FBRTHEK PERPLEXITIES. 

" It is known to many that while I was absent last 
year, attending the Convention in Twiggs, my wife 
was stricken with palsy. On returning home I found 
her in bed, unable to walk. Her entire right side was 
paralyzed — but from this she slowly recovered, so as 
to walk about the house, and attend to her domestic 
concerns in some measure. But her other side be- 
came quite painful, and gradually the joints were so 
affected that she was less able to get about. This was 
her situation when I left home to attend the late Con- 
vention in Penfield. But, on returning from that 
meeting, I had the distress to find her again in bed, 
by a recurrence of palsy in the left side, so as to be 
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entirely unable to walk a step. But through the 
mercy of our Heavenly Father, she is again little 
amended— she can now begin to sit up, and with help 
walk across the room. Putting this increase of af- 
fliction in the scale with an increase of my own, since 
the meeting in Penfield, bars, not only my doing much 
in the . editorial labors of the paper ; but. my further 
going abroad to attend the principal meetings of my 
brethren, or much more mingling with them in public 
service of the cause of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; and indicates that I must soon bid them njinai 
farewell ! To them I now say, Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might — and be ye faith- 
ful until death, and ye shall receive a crown of life, 
which fadeth not away. 

" Jbsse Mercer, the aged" 

The continued' afflictions of himself and wife pre- 
vented his attendance at the" meeting of the Georgia 
Association in 1840. Anxious however to manifest 
his affection for his brethren, and to do all in his 
power to promote the cause of the Redeemer, he ad- 
dressed a letter to the body, in which he urged upon 
their attention some matters of great interest to the 
churches. Most of that communication is here sub- 
joined. 

" Wadingioji, (Oa.) October 6, 1840. 

"to the GEORGIA ASSOCIATION, AT DETHESDA. 

" Dear Brethren, 

" I have cherished with fond anticipation, the 
hope that I might be permitted to be with with you at 
this your annual meeting ; but the Lord seems to have 
determined otherwise. If mv own afflictions would 
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permit, (which however can hardly admit itj) those of 
my palsied wife added, form a coinplete barrier. I 
think, under the prospect which lies before me, it is 
Very problematical whether I shall ever meet with 
you again, in your present capacity on earth. ^I there- 
fore, in this way, wish to press upon your attention, 
and through you upon the consideration of the 
churches, the importance of a few particulars. We 
have not yet, according to the Apostle's exhortation, 
gone on to -perfection in those godly practices, which 
are by Jesus Christ, intended to glorify God, and fill 
the earth with his knowledge arid glory. There are 
two things especially,' which should be urged upon 
the consideration and practice of the churches, in 
order to their being prepared, fully, to even bear any 
competent part in the instrumentality of this great and 
glorious design of mercy. The one is, a more fre- 
quent and proper observance of *the Lord's day.' 
The Apostle (Heb. 10 ; 24, 25.] condemns the manner 
of some, in forsaking to assemble themselves together. — 
Now is it not the manner of the churches, who fail to 
meet together three Sundays out of four, to forsake 
the assembling of themselves together in the sense of 
the Apostle ] " The churches therefore ought to be 
urged, yea, p-i'ovoked to this love and good work. I 
shall not attempt a labored argument to prove the 
change of the Sabbath to tJis first day^ of the week. 
Let it suffice, that it was changed and has been so 
observed, by the churches, from the Apostle's days 
till now. Our Lord left in charge with the Apostles, 
to teach their disciples ' all things whatsoever he had 
taught them.' And these Apostles have taught us 
that we have them for our examples. Now how is it, 
that the first churches came into the universal observ- 
ance Q?Xhefi7-st day of the week as th^ir day of public 
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worship ; and how is it that all christian nations have 
established it by law, if it was not at first established 
by ihe authority and example of the Apostles them- 
selves 1 But there is another view of it. The Apos- 
tle (Rom. 14 : 6.) commends him that esteemed one day 
above another, in that he regarded it unto the Lord. 
Now then, as all the churches have professed to 
esteem 'the Lord's day' above all others, the obliga- 
tion is imperative to regard it unto the Lord : that is, 
to devote it entirely (to his service. Such works of 
mercy, as are stated by Christ in Mat. 12 : 11. and of 
necessity, as in Luke 13 : 15. are lawful to be done 
on the Lord's day. But do not our churches suffer 
their members to start and drive their teams to market 
or other particular business ; or set out on contem- 
plated joumqys and travel on the Lord's day, in 
which they employ themselves, \ their^ servants and 
beasts of labor as they woald on any other day ? This 
I take to be equal to harnessing up and going out to 
ploughing in the field; for he that offends in one 
point is guilty of all ! These things must be remedied. 
— :For if the day is not- regarded unto the Lord, it 
must be a profanation. I fear this guilt lies upon aU 
@ur churches. 

" The other point to which I solicit the special 
notice of the Association, is, the assembling of the 
churches every Lord's day {fajailiairly called Sunday) 
for the purpose of religious worship and service. I 
suppose the practice <of monthly, instead of weekly 
meetings, grew up out of sheer necessity ; but has not 
this custom continued long since that necessity ceased] 
Whether the churches have settled Pastors or not, 
they should asseipble at their own places of worship 
for the instruction of their families, the raising up of 
their ;children in the nurture and admonition of the 
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Iiord, and th^ training their young men to religious 
liabits and usefulness. 

" There is one prominent feature and Custom in our 
Lord's character, that has been totally overlooked by 
the churches. It is recorded' Luke 4:16. ' And he 
came- to- Nazareth, where he had been brought up : 
and, as Ms custom was, he went into the synagogue 
(or place of worship) on the Sabbath day, emd stood 
up for to read.' From' tbis' it appears, that the child 
Jesus, from the time when' he- went down with his 
jjarents to Nazareth and was subject to- them, was in 
the constant ba;bit of going everf Sabbath day to the 
synagogue- to- read to the people. Why should not our 
churches adopt the custom of going up to the house 
of the Lord every Sunday and employing their young 
men in reading to the people 1 This would tend, I 
apprehend, to another, and a very important result — 
the "settling of Regular Pastors in the churches. Why 
should not the churches now speedily return to the 
Apostolic plan, and the practice of the first ages 1 
This consideration cannot be pressed upon the atten- 
tiont of the churches with too much earnestness. 
# » * * # 

'^ And' now iff conclusion, T hereby individualPy pre- 
sent my christian love and salutations to each mem- 
l)Br of your bod'yi and request an earnest interest in 
the prayers of each and all to God for us in our low 
estate, that we may be able to submit ourselves un- 
der the mighty hand of God, with the Spirit of the 
suffering Jesus. 

" Wishing you the presence of the Lord at your 
session and at all other times, 

" I am, dear brethren, 

""Yours in indissoluble bonds,' ' 

" Jesse Mercer." 
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TO MRS. R. 

" Washington, Fib. 26, 1841. 
"Mr DEAa Sister D01.1.T, 

" I have received a friendly letter from you eve- 
ry now and then, but as I was burdened with my edi- 
torial labors, and you as it were, heard from me every 
week, through the Index, I did not answer ; but now 
I am not connected at. all with the Index, and have 
recovered a little from my decline, I have concluded 
to reply to yours of the 22d inst. I thank you for 
kind and christian remembrance and prayers ; I hope 
these will ever continue while there may be any use 
for them. You say that you had heard yesterday I 
and wife had been sick. 'Tis to me strange that you 
did not know our afflictions before that. I have en- 
joyed no good health since October was a year, a.nd 
Nancy has been palsied since May was a year. 
Until last May it was in the light side only, and she 
could hobble about a littte in the house, and with 
help in the yard, and even in the garden; but in 
May last she was stricken in the other side, since 
which time she has not been able to walk at all. But 
this all is trifling compared with the state of her mind. 
It is palsied as much as her body, and gives u& much 
more distress. Her health is, however, in some sense 
good : she eats with good appetite, &c. In her weak- 
ness of mind, she is often under the most deceptive 
perceptions, and is not convinceable. She becomes 
mad, and is the most distressed creature you can 
imagine to yourself. 

" I have been in decline more rapidly since about 
November, and till two or three weeks past I have 
been laid aside from all active business, and confined 
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for the most of the time to my room and bed. I 
have not written any letters that could be dispensed 
with, and some of these I got written. For two 
months I have not been to the mee'ting-house till last 
Sunday, aiid" had thought it. probable I should never 
go again on eartli. But afflictions spring not from the 
earth. It is the Lord, let him do with me and mine 
as seemeth him good, and I submit. O pray I may 
be able by the help of God, to do it with a good grace. 
I want the Spirit of Christ in this case. '^ 

"Dear Sister D., I remember you with pleasure 
from your youth up. Scenes at Brown's meeting- 
house and thereabouts, have not been effaced from 
my endeared recollection, and ever since in all youi* 
changes of life, I have had a tender sisterly feeling 
towards you.' And I. hope the Lord of your youth 
will be the G.od< of your riper age and last days on 
earth, and preserve us both unto his eternal kingdom. 
" I am yours in Christ, 

" JiissE Mercer." 

" Kindest loiie to brother R." 

TO MR. HEMAN LINCOLN, OF BOSTON. 

" Washington, April 11, 184i. 
"My VERT DEAR BROTHER LiNCOLN, 

" Your very acceptable letter'of 27th ult. was 
read with much gratification. I was very glad to 
know that your visit and'' interview with the Execu- 
tive Committee at Penfield, had resulted in a better 
state of feeling; and I do hope and tn^gt by our 
heavenly Father's good pleasure, will ultimately pro- 
duce a good effect. It was well that you ' escaped 
the flood' and made your way in safety.' I trust the 
same good hand will be with you to your journey's 
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end, which had preserved hitherto. But yon said • 
nothing of your meeting with dear Mrs. L., or how 
you found her. I suppose in good health, at least 
for her, or you would have said something about it. 

" Your visit to me was the more appreciated, from 
the adverse weather through which you made it; 
though the little time which was left you to remain, 
was regretted much by me. I would be thankful 
that you suffered nothing from your exposure to the 
severe fiiclemency through which you came and went. 
I suppose, in all probability, we may never meet 
again on earth ; but while on earth, I trust we shall be 
prompted to remember and pfay for each other by 
this renewal of our intercourse, and that we may, 
through grace, be so happy as to meet in that world 
where no sorrow is, but joy and everlasting conso- 
lation. 

"As to the confidential part of your letter, so far as 
it relates to myself, I accord entirely with you. I 
suppose you may remember that I wrote the Board 
at its last election, not to continue me their president 
any longer ; I then thought it most probable that I 
should never be with them more on earth, and that 
any how, it would be better for some one who could 
attend at least oftener, to fill that place. I had come 
to the conclusion to decline a re-election positively 
should I be continued one of the Board at the next 
election, before you suggested it. " And now through 
"tjou I say to the brethren who may be elected to the 
Board, if my name should be found among them, not 
by any means appoint me again to that office. I am 
too old, and now too much afflicted to do any good in 
such a place. Indeed I hope and request that you 
will ask the president of the Committee to let it be 
known that I wish not to be a trustee, of one of the 
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Board of Managers ; as I am. altogcjther unable to do 
any good for the cause' abroad. At homej I shall/ as 
I may have ability,' do what I can in the good cause. 
* * * ^' ' # • * ■ 
" The Lord grant to the Convention agood meeting 
at Baltimore, and give such a direction to all the bu- 
siness of that body, as may be for his glory. 

" My most' christian affection to Sister L., alnd to all 

the dear brethren connected with you in the arduous 

labors of spreading the gospel to the ends of the earth. 

"1 am, dear brother, yotirain the kingdom and 

patience of Jesus, Christ, 

-'! Jesse Mehcer." 

" P.' S.^My health is, through- mercy; still a little 
"better. Wife is nothing - better. T//,c Lord have 
mercy on us." 

The afflictions of Mrs. Mercer, so frequently men- 
tioned in the preceding letters, continued with only 
some occasional mitigations, bidding defiance to all 
the attempts of friendship and medical skiil to relieve 
them. They were of such a nature as greatly to op- 
press the feelings of her most affe'ctionate and sympa- 
thizing liusband, at the same time that they deprived 
him in a great measure of the society of his brethren^ 
even at his own house, and by keeping him in a con- 
stant state of confinement, greatly- aggravated his own 
bodily complaintsi , 

On Friday the 2 1st of May, it pleased the| Lord to * 
cut short her sp.fferings, by removing her, as is confi- 
dently believed, to a better wat]^. * The following 

letter, was written, the^day after ,her interrnent : 

^ , ' -"* 

* For a. Sketch of the Lifu-anct Cliavacter of Mrs. Mevcpr, see 
' . 4' 

Appendix C. ' ' 

Ifi 
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" WasMnglon, Miy 23, IS-ll. 
" Mt Dear Brother M. 

" It is now some titne since any thing has passed 
between us.' The occasions which you used to have 
to write every now and then have changed to Pen- 
field with the Index, and I have been for the most 
part all winter unable to write except what was in- 
dflpensablef and som& of that I got written by others.- 
Nevertheless, I do desire to have some direct inter- 
course between us kept up. I have rejoiced to find 
hovv ^Jnicably the vexed Question went off at Balti- 
more, ;)vljen once the brethren had an opportunity of 
personal conversation. I too am happy that our own 
Convention was ultimately so harmonious aiid pleased 
in the Report of our Delegates on the subject. I do 
hope now all will go on more peacefully and success- 
fully in the great and best of cau8es,-^iu the promo- 
tion, so far as instrumentality goes, of the kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Chiist. We must make an effort to 
redeem the time an4 money lost last year by the agi- 
tation of the subject of slavery amongst us. 

" My health has been so bad, and my confinement 
so great, that I could do but little except at home ; 
and indeed I need not expect to do much at my 
time of life, apd in affliction and increasing infirmi- 
ties. A month ago I thought I was in a fair way to 
be restored, as far as my health was concerned, but I 
have rather declined again. Still I hope there is a 
radical change in the ca\ise of my affliction, and I may 
yet be able tq meet my brethren at their more impor- 
tant meeting, other things being equal. 
# # . # * * # 

"My dear brother'^M., I am this day in quite a 
changed state from that which I • have occupied for 
nearly two years. It has pleased the Lord to' end the 
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conBBem6iil under which I have been ', like a poor 
prisoner bound,' by taking to himseF my dear wife. 
Yes, she is gone to her -long home. We placed her 
remains in the house appointed fov all living, yester- 
day afternoon, in our meeting-house yard, beside 
Which it' is designed I shall be laid, when it may be 
the wiliof God to call me away. You know some- 
what how to sympathize with a poor Widower. I 
find that 

" ' One evil to another cries, 

Billows on billows roll-* ;-■ 

" Now that the troubles, of a poor distracted wife 
are removed, straightway the solitude, cares,, and bur- 
dens of the future pouT in upon me with an almost 
overwhelming power. Pray the Lord for me, my 
dear brother, that I may be sustained, and kept from 
;^he evil of my remaining days. My Christian love to 
your lady,, and be assured I am as ever, 

" Yours in a precious ^edepmer, 

" Jesse Mercek." 

The following letter, addressed to Mi-. Meix;er by 
the Rev. Mr. Curtis, on hearing of the death of his 
wife, deserves a place in , this volume, as well as Mr. 
Mercer's answer, which immediately follows. 

" Penfield,^9l?i' May, 1841. 

" Mr Dear Brothee, ' - ., d. 

" We have heard here from several quarters of 
the removal, and even of the funeral, of Mrs. Mercer ; 
, so that, without direct tidings, we conclude that this 
event has transpired. . ^ 

" Yoti have been merci£iilly prej/ared for it.' -Af- 
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flictiona are workiji&a,' as the blessed book tells us — 
and th&y ' work together' or in an important, myste- 
rious imion of . operations, or they would i6 us little 
'good/" Your ^a*i trials in this case— all its peculiari- 
ties of trial were meant to prepare you for the pre- 
sent trial, and thus became mercies infrelation to it ; 
' working together with ' it. You coiild not have-bome , 
the parting, if the union had not become no longer 
hopeful and help-full. You could- not bear so well 
your soUttide, if the company of a late belovied object 
had not become the source of much pain. Afflictions 
are both light and heavy, according to the skiil or 
ignorance, that we may regard as directing them. 
Heavy afflictions do little or lig^t good to the careless 
and the unbeliever. ' Light ajlietions which are but 
for a moment ' work out for us, in the skilful hands 
and management of the divine mechanist, 'a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory^ For he 
can apply that power of a lever by which a feather 
will lift a ton. And afflictions are light and heavy ac- 
cording to the scale on which we regard them. What 
so heavy as death, even a believer's death, when we 
consider it on an earthly scale, or w/ia/; is removed. 
What so light when we consider it in th€ scale of 
God's divine plans for his people. It is but an in- 
conceivable transition-point — a rhoment ! ■ I cannot 
doubt that the believer often first walces in. glory, with 
entire surprise at the gentleness of his passage, the 
kind mann^r^ in which the change has been eifected, 
the little friction, so to speak, of the momentous move- 
inent. 

" Ail these reflections, however, will be familiar to 
you, I only pen them to assure you of a comparative 
stranger's sympathy. ' Jesus wept,' I suppose, by a 
contagion of friendly tenderness. He knew what he 
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would do for his friends, but they did npt. Therefore 
they wept, and therefore he. So he sweetly partook all 
the-infirmity belonging to the case. You will find him, 
I doubt not, the same compassionate Redeemer in 
yours. To his almighty — ever well timed grace, I 
would commend you. 

"The brethren here talk of urging you to come 
over, if possible. It will give ijo one more satisfac- 
tion to see you than the unworthy pastor of the church. 
See whether the scene of many of yOur hopes, prayers 
and liberal efforts, may not be providentially within 
youi^ reach to re-invigorate your p'ovvers. For we 
must go on trading, spending and receiving some little 
more of returns for tbe Master, until he calls for the 
account you know, - 

" Your condoling, affectionate brother in the Lord, 

, " Tugs. CuRTrs." 

" iVasMngton, June Z, 1841, 
"Mr DEAR Brother Curtis, 

- "Yours of the 29th ult. was duly handed me, by 
brother S. I thank you for it. Though ' a cornpara- 
tive stranger,' you. have hit on a right expedient. Youi* 
sympathy and consolation came in the proper time, 
and gave me help in need. I had not thought so well, 
what God was doing with me', and for me. T had 
reflected on the cause of my afflictions, and asked the 
Lord, I hope in humility, the reason why ? but it had 
not occun-ed to me that God was by previous lighter 
trials, preparing me for the last and greater _'trial.' 
Indeed, I do not know how I could have borne the 
parting with the dear departedobject of my affections 
and solace in life, had it not been for- those distressing 
causes which rfjndered the 'union no Xongev hopeful 
and liclpfiV In this light affliction, are ' mercies' in 
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disguise. Of our heatenly Father it may be truJy 
sdd ■■ 

* 
' BehiiHl H frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.' 

" ' Afflictions are workmen.' Truly they work, and 
always utidfer the skpful direction of infinite wisdom 
and goodness, yield to the poor sufferers who are 
exercised thereby the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 
All we have to do is to 

' Judge not the Lord by feeble scnse^ 
But trust him for his grate/ 

" 'Afflictions are workmen,' working together, one 
with another, and with tlie ultimate design, or end in 
view, or they surely would do us little good : but as 
they are ordered, by the Lord, they w^rk out for us 
an eternal weight of glory. What a wondrous pro- 
duct, from such Unpromising seed! 'But this is Grod's 
way vyith his children : he puts on them light afflic- 
tions, only for a moment, and then-gives therii an eter- 
nal weight of glory — everlasting consolation -and un- 
mixed, unalloyed plfeasures at his own right hand. 

" O, how light and short are all our afflictions here, 
when weighed in this scale ! But these ' workmen' 
are working for us a present and valuable result. — 
They always, however severe, are kind, they come in 
love, and design to make us partakers of the divine 
holiness — to bring us nearer to our JiMt God and 
Saviour, and conform us more and more to the hea- 
venly standard. 

" Truly afflictions are heavy, if tlie'y come alone, 
and work singly in their own simple character, and 
thus they must come to all the unbelieving, who 
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know not Grb4, and love not our Lord Jesus Clipst. 
And afflictions are heavy even to a believer, so long 
as he contemplates tlieni on an' earthly scale, or views 
them in their own nature and tendencies. The alle- 
viation lies beyond the veil pf flesh and sense, in the 
gracioiis and eternal results which they are ' working 
together' by • ' a mysterious union' to produce ; and is 
realized in considering them as parts of God's plan of 
merciful economy with his children. When God's 
exceeding great and . precious promises are viewed 
with belieyittg eyes, the suffering child of grace may 
glory in. tribulations ; rejoice in this dark vale of 
sorrows and triumph even in death ! Afflictions, 
though roughly clad in vestments of camel's hair, 
must be viewed as the, harbingers of everlasting peace 
and rest,; and, contemplated on this scale, ^he man 
of God is not only able to endure them patiently, but 
in the meekness of liis suiFering Forerunner, h& wel- 
comes them, as indispensable to the fulfilment of 
God's plan of mercy towards him, and necessary to 
the perfecting of his eternal inheritance in heaven. 

"The sympathy of Christ our Saviour is also a ri&h 
source oi peculiar comfort to an afflicted saint. 'Jesus 
wept.' ^How consoling the reflection that in all our 
afflictions he is afflicted ; that in his love and pity he 
bears us up; and strengthens us on the bed of lan- 
guishing. Ojur High Prijest and Mediator is touched 
, with, a feeling of our infirmities ; yea, what is won- 
derful ! he was made perfect through sufferings, being 
tempted in all points, that he might know how to 
succor them that are, tempted, in all their afflictions. 
* # « * « 

" Your brother in Christ, 

" Jesse Mercer." 
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, TO MR. HEMAN LINCOLN. 

" WasUngtov, Jane ,23, 1841, 

^ ^ ^ ^ '^ 

" I suppose you have seen, or heard of the death of 
my dear wife. When you were at our house she was 
in one of her {best times, calm and somewhat reason- 
able and capable of taking a degree of pleasure in 
the rehearsal of former things which in their enjoy- 
ment had interested her; but she soon became dis- 
ordered and distressed and distressing ; and so conti- 
-nued with short intervals to be more palsied in her 
limbs,' and more lost to herself. No mortal can con- 
ceive what she suffered in her mental feelings. She 
was .perpetually, in a labyiinth of imaginations the 
most inconsistent in themselves, and the most harass- 
ing to herself. This continued to increase till the 
16th May, when she had a slight turn of apoplexy, 
from -which she mainly lost her po\ver of action : was 
mostly disposed to sleep. On Tuesday she at times 
seemed to -know those about her ; and expressed her- 
self as quite to herself. The friends present thought 
fljiewas so, and if she could have talked, she could 
have satisfied us she was. Indeed she did say so 
much, late that evening, as gave me to believe she 
was dying in, hope in the love of Jesus. She never 
'Sp^e after Wednesday morning, nor opened her 
eyes, no, not in death ! which occurred Friday night 
about forty-five minutes after ten o'clock. I am in 
desolate widowhood ; in this you and dear sister L. 
can sympathize with me. My health, which had 
somewhat improved when you were with me, soon 
began to degenerate, and I am not much amended 
yet. I have it in view to go up to Penfield and spend 
3 little while with friends there ; and after the com- 
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mencemetit, go up the country higher; and see if 
chano-e of place and company will not have some 
good effect on my health : but the will of the Lord be 
done. I wish above all things I could know the toill 
of God concerning me, and do it, or suffer it in a 
Ohrist'likct manner, to his honor while I live. O 
pray, my dear brother, that the spirit of the Lord 
may still be my guide 'and coTnforter tilldeatli ; that 
my little remaining time may. not be spent in useless- 
ness and pinings. . 

"Tell brother BoUes that I received his letter in 
reply to mine on the subject of 'the vexed question.' 
But as all things in reference to the Board's actinga 
on that question- Tvere going on, as I thought, well, 
I did not think it necessary to write any thing fur- 
ther on it. Besides, I was at that time under cir- 
cumstances whick rendered , it very inconvenient to 
write any thing. I trust and hope the Board vdll 
be able now to carry forward^ all' their present op- 
erations if they cannot enlarge them. Though the 
times are very trying in pecuniary, matters, the -crops 
are rather promising, and if they should turn ^ut 
good, I think we shall be able to make up our loss. 

" I see -brother Davis has been with you. Brother 
Peck says Jce added consideTable- interest to your 
anniversaries. I hope he may be useful wherever 
he goes by the good Spirit of our God upon him. 

"You will make my best christian regards to 
sister L. and jiU the dear brethren of the Board. 

" I am, dear brother, yours in much affection and 
in;the kingdorn and patience of Christ our Lord, 
J " Jesse Mercer." 

It must be evident that Mr. Mercer's protracted 
afflictions rendered it impossible for him at this time 
16* 
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to give much attention to his ministerial labors. 
His lack ,of service in this respect was very usefully 
supplied by brother C. F- Sturgis, a highly esteemed 
brother in the ministry, w^ho had ^een chosen early 
in the year as co-pastor of the church at Washington. 
Occasionally however, as his circumstances would 
allovv, he mingled with his beloved flock in the sanc- 
tuary, to encourage thera by his prayers, exhorta.tions 
and. instructions in the ways of righteousness and 
peace. He had a place in their tenderest affections; 
his presence always afforded them delight ; yet a 
delight now blended with' the mournful reflection, 
that their beloved and venerated pastor, fast sinking 
under the weight of years and disease, -must soon bid 
them farewell. It was but a few times that he was 
able to ascend the pulpit, during the last tenpr twelve 
months of his life ; his occasional addresses to his peo- 
ple were below, and when speaking, such was the fee- 
ble state of his body, that he frequently found it neces- 
sary to remain in a sitting posture;- 

Mr. Mercer manifested a commendable solicitude 
for the spiritual welfare of the colored portion of his 
flock. Though during his last days he was not able to 
give much "personal attention to them, yet he encou- 
raged his co-laborer Mr^ Sturgis, and the most active 
members of his church, to hold religious meetings on 
all suitable occasions for their benefit. These efforts 
w^ere not in vain. In May a work of grace com- 
menced amongst the blacks, which seemed to advance 
with bappy consequences for one or two successive 
years. As has been previously stated, the number of 
members reported in 1S40, was 87 ; in 1843 it was 
181. This increase was principally from amongst the 
blacks, and fiirnishes a pleasing view of the results of 
the woi'k of grace, to which reference is now made. 
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It was the' ardent, desire of Mr. Mercer, to be useful 
as long Eli lie lived. In ■ a letter to an esteemed bro- 
ther he says, " I have deprecated- before God, a worn 
out, useless and sinful old age'' 

Though cut short by the hand of God in his minis- 
terial labors.he roused' himself ijp from time to time 
to sucb efforts with his. peji as he thought might be 
acceptable and useful to his brethren. His ; Essay oh 
the, Forgiveness of Sins, already noticed, was written 
in the midst of. his grea,t dbniestic afflictions. At "a 
subsequent period he prepared three numbers for the 
Index, which were published under the caption, "Sear 
wliattthe Spirit saifJi to tJie cJiurches." They were 
his last efforts with his '/pen intended for the public 
eye ; and as they may be regarded as the valedictory, 
the' dying counsel of this Father in Israel, they pro- 
perly claim a place in these pages dedicated to his 
memory. 

" Bro.j SfoJces, — I hav^ concluded to send your 
readers a few more Nos-. on a subject which I deem 
of vital importance to the churches. I fear many of 
them are settled on their lees ; or are living in great 
remissness, and neglect of duty ; that they do not con- 
sider well the obligations they are unde#to preserve 
their own purity, or fitness for the acceptable discharge 
of the duties required of them. I write to stir them 
up to a. more lively sense of what thfiy ought to dc^ if 
possible to pravoke them, by plain scriptural repre- 
sentations, to love arid good works. I^othis, the rather, 
because, though I wish I could do better, I atn pbliged 
to say,. with Newton's kite, 

> 
' But ah ! like a poor jmsonerliourd. 

My string confines rae to the ground.' 
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" It seems to be the good pleasure of God still to 
confine me, by continued affliction. I canndt indulge 
in the hope of getting out and doing any thing of 
greater utility, and therefore, give vent to my desires 
in this way. I hope and piay my effort may be ac- 
ceptable to the churches, and for the use of tlieir edifi- 
cation. I am both theirs and yours in Christ. 

"Jesse Mercek." 

^' Washington, Mareh,\zil." ' 



" Hear what the Spirit saith unto the CJturches." 
No. 1. 

THE INTRODUCTION. 

" The sacred injunction is placed in the close of each 
epistle, sent from Jesus Christy the great Head of the 
Church, by his servant John, to the seven churches 
which were in Asia. The reiteration was doubtless 
designed to give weight and importance to the divine 
mandate, and to engage the particular attention of each 
>and all the churches to the momentous things spoken. 
The command to hear, or attend to the things which 
the Spirit spake, must not be limited to the seven 
churches in Asia, but considered as equally binding on 
the observance of ^1 the churches of Christ in any 
part, or age of the world. • This will not be contro- 
■^rted. Then let it be also carefully noticed, that the 
requirement is made, not only of the churches collec- 
tively, but of every member, particularly ; ' he, that 
'hath an ear to heai-,' is called on to hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches. And this strikingly 
provea, that yyhat is the duty of all, is the duty of each ; 
or in other words, that each member has a special ob- 
ligation resting on him, as well as an inviting interest, 
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in thp things taught ; nor are we to understand the 
things commanded to be heard, as referring to wha,t 
is contained in these epistles merely, but in the whole 
book, (see chap. 1 : 11.) and riot the things written 
in this bo'bi only, but to all th6 holy scriptures ; for 
they were all "given by inspiration*' of the Spirit, and 
are required to be read, searched, preached and heard 
by all, that the man of God rnay be thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. ■ ' 

" The Spirit teaches the churches, as well by the 
figures and characteristics used, as in the declarations 
made, and the exhortations and commands addressed. 
By the epithets' of character assumed for our Lord 
Jesus Christ, they are shown how glorious is He, who 
is exalted to be their supreme Head and sovereign 
lawgiver. They exhibit him to be, what he affiniis 
of himself. One with Ms Father — equal in majesty, 
power and glory. Thus he appeared, and announced 
himself to the exiled John, in the isle of Patmos, say- 
ing, ' I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the, Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty.' This description of 
character belongs to God alone, and is unlawful to be 
assumed by any creature. Therefore, this declaration, 
together with the characters" given him in the be- 
ginning of each <)f these epistles, fully proves him to 
possess all authority and dominion, and worthy to be 
worshipped by angels and men, as God over all, bless- 
ed for ever. 

" This appearance was most heavenly and divine. 
Christ here nafiaifests himself in his "mysterious union 
of natures, in his mediatorial and Gqd-like characters. 
His dress indicates his Idngly and- priestly offices. 
His robe and girdle are rather vestments of the priest- 
hood. His head and hair, white as snow, show him to 
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be ' the ancient of days.' His eyes being like a flame, 
of fire, denotes ,tlie terribleness with which he flashes 
vengeance on his' foes,, and beams his love on his 
friends, and proves to all the churches, that it is He, 
ihafsearches the reins and, hearts. His feet, like bur- 
nished brass, may signify the firmness of his going 
forth, and the brightness of those dispensations, in 
which he treads down his enemies, as mire in the 
street ; or comforts his people with salvation. His 
voice, as a trumpet — as the sound of many ^vaters, 
indicates the exceeding greatness of his power, the 
dreadful niajesty pf his speech, Let Sinai tell the 
avyful tale — ^let the red sea and Jordan repeat the 
story — let Moses and Habakkuk. bear their witness — 
let John testify this solemn truth. His countenance, 
like the sun shining in his strength, may show the in- 
finite blessedness of his favor^ which is life, and his 
loving kindness, which is better than life. 

" Hqw terrible must this sight have been to John ; 
yet how^ delightful ! how ,dreadful, yet how joyful ! 
So dreadful was Christ Jesus to .look upon in his hea- 
venly habiliments, that John fell -at his feet as dead ; 
but his Lord and beloved Master, who had lost noth- 
ing of his tenderness, drew near and laid his right 
haiid softly on him, and said, as it were, It is I. Be 
not- affaid. I am Jesus, who was dead ! but Hive! 
and behold I am alive for evermore. Amen. 

" How comfortable: must this visit of Jesus Christ 
have been to his servant John, in his desolate and drea- 
ry solitude. He was then indeed, in pressing need of 
comfort; and Jesus did not prove unmindful of his 
promise to his disciples, (John 14 : 18.) but came to 
his beloved disciple in distress, and comforted and 
blessed him greatly. Aiiad are not the churches, (and 
all believers individually,) taught and encouraged by 
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this wonderful display of glory and grace to trust in 
the Lord in all their deepest' afBictions and severest 
trials ; and confidently to believe that it shall be w;ell 
with them, and that they shall not be forsaken in six 
troubles, and in seven no ultimate, or final evil shall 
be suffered to come migh them 1 For thus saith the 
Loi'd, ' when thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee ; when thou waltest through the- fire 
thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame kin- 
dle upon thee.' Again, ' as thy days, so shall thy 
strength be-— The eternal God is thy refiige ; and un- 
derneath are the everlasting arms.' Again ; ' The 
Lord is thy keeper ; • The Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right "hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor 
the moon by night. The Lord shall presen'e thee 
from all evil ; he shall pfesei-ve thy soul. The Lord 
shall preserve thy going, out, and thy coming in, from 
this time forth, and for evermore.' Truly, the Lord 
hks-givdn his people exceeding great and precious 
promises for their consolation in trouble. ^^ 

" The characters in which our Lord Jesus is mani- 
fested in scripture, as^ having all power in heaven 
and earth, aiid head over all things to the church, in- 
spire hope; without doubt, and confidence without 
fear, that all these' promises will be faithfully fulfilled. 
His means are ample; Among these he has given his 
ministers to strengthen and encourage them ; saying, 
'comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.' 
And (speaking of things that are not, as though they 
were already done) he ■ saith, ' Cry unto them, that 
their warfare is accomplished, that -their iniquity- is 
pa,rdoned ;' for they have received of the Lord's hand, 
instead of punishments for their sins, double the amount 
in blessings. What wondrous' goodness and mercy ! 
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But let none judge of the Lord's ways by feeble serise. 
The method of fulfilling his promises, God has re- 
served, with the times and the seasons, under his own 
power. God will be trusted, as faiiJifal, and waited 
on as sovereign, by his people. He often bears long' 
with them, to try their faith and integrity, and to draw 
out their prayer and importunity at his throne of grace. 
But I must close these prefatory remarks, and ask your 
readers to wait till next week for my next No." 



" Hear what the Spirit saiih unto the Clmrches." 
No. 2. - 

THE CANDLESTICKS. 

" The considerations which have been suggested in 
the introduction, plainly show the weighty obligations 
under which the churches lie, to obey the voice of 
Him who -spake from heaven, and the dire conse- 
quences of disobedience. I therefore most earnestly 
solicit them to attend carefully to vyhat may -be said in 
the following essay. 

" The Spirit teaches the churches some useful les- 
sons by the use of the candlestick as a figure, to rep- 
resent the churches. It seems that this is the appro- 
priate figure which God has chosen to represent his 
church on earth ; to show its. natui'e, consistency and 
design. It was a part of the furniture of the Taber- 
nacle, and shown to Zechariali in vision. And Christ 
in his sermon, biings it into view in its proper use, to 
hold up the candle of the ministry he was about to 
light up, to illuminate this dark world. And here the 
seven candlesticks represent the churches which were 
in Asia. 

" The precious material of which the candlestick 
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used in sacred figure was composed, shows the prer 
ciousne?s, nature and consistency of the church of 
Christ, as it is in the, divine iestimate, and what all 
churches ought to be in 'prActiee, as near as the frailty 
of human wisdom, and , careful endeavor will admit. 
Moses was commanded to make the candlestick of 
pure gold,. That shown to Zechariah was all of gold. 
And Jiere the seven were ^o^i^ew' candlesticks. This 
quality in the candlesticks must have -been designed 
to represent some special trait of character in the 
churches of Christ, and it is easiest to- conceive that 
which it is most appropriate to show, that is, of what 
the churches are composed, their pjcpciousness and 
durability. And, 

"First ; of what the churches, according to the di- 
virie fuvpose, are composed, 

" It is altogether reasonable to conclude that God, 
on determining to make himself a residence on earth, 
would choose out and build it of such materials as 
would do him honor. - Accordingly, we find all the 
figures and prophecies, of the Old Testament, relat- 
ing to this subject, show- that the. house whose founda- 
tion and builder is God, is framed of such- materials 
as constitute it ' the perfection of heaviy' This view, 
the choice materials and exquisite- workmanship of 
the tabernacle, and afterwards, the still more excel- 
lent materials and the acuter workmanship of the 
temple,, illustrate and confirm. — The Zion of God, 
which he loved,, was accordingly composed only of the 
sons of God, who were comparg/ble to fnc gold, yea, 
to most fine gold. They were hjs sanctified ones — 
his jewels, whom be had reserved to himself to show 
forth his .praise. Of this ecclesiastical characteristic, 
the first church constituted by the apostles, was, a fair 
exemplar. It was built u^i in ' tJie apostles' .doctrim 
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and fellowship^ that is, they were consjtituted in the 
belief of the truth, taught by the apostles, having 
gaiijed fellowship with them, by the profession of it.- 
And it is also evident that they had gained fellowship 
orae.with another, for they were of one accord, of one 
heart and one soul. This apostolic example~forms the 
true pattern for the constitution of all after , churches. 
We are not informed of the particular ceremony used 
by. the apostles, in the constitution of this church; nor 
indeed are we, of the form used in the constitution of 
any of the New Testament churches; but the ac- 
count given of those churches, leaves no doubt but 
that they were regularly constituted, as was the first 
church, in-' <7te apostles' doctrvne and fellowship.' It 
ctmjiot be questioned for a moment but that they /Who 
believed, repented and were baptized, on the day of 
.pentecost^ were imbodied as a church of Jesus Christ, 
else how could others have been, daily added to thera 
as such? And that none but true converts were 
joined to them, is evident from, the fact, that the Lord 
added to them, and only such as should be saved_ 
And such were the solemnities thrown around those 
who were invited in fellowship, that it is said, ' of-the 
'rest durst no man join himself to them; but believers 
were the more added to the Lord.' -Paul speaks of 
those who should be built up in church union, as gold, 
silver, and precious stones ; and Peter as lively stones, 
built up a spiritual house. It is plain the scriptures 
,nowhere admit of a mixture of membership in the 
churches of Christ. It follows, therefore, that all 
churches (so called) built upon any other principle, or 
formed together on any other model, or consolidated 
on any national foundation, are only human establish- 
ments, and fan of the true consistency of the churches 
of Jesus Christ, 
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" Secondly. Tlie preciousness of Christ's ehurch. 

" To show how precious the church is to Christ, I 
need to say nothing more than that he gave himself 
for her. The worth of any thing is to be'* estimated 
by' the value of the price it costs. Then in this case, 
the value to be set upon the church must be infinite ; 
for he did not redeem her with silver and gold, but 
with his own precious blood — :and who can calculate 
the worth of Christ's blgod ? O how precious must 
the church have been to Christ ! The interest which 
he takes m his people fasseth knowledge. Paul rep- 
resents it as ' the riches of the glory of his (Christ's) 
inheritance in the saints.' — But who can estimate the 
riches of his glory ? Who can put a value upon un- 
. searchajale riches ? - 

"There is another view in which Christ's people 
are precious. That is complacently. This is in re.- 
gard to what they are Jby his grace bestowed upon 
therii, and die^ purposes of mercy designed to be ac- 
complished Tjy theiir instrumentality. By his grace 
he forms them for himself. The design which Christ 
had in view when he gave himself &ir hie people, Tvas 
that he might present them to himself a gl^ious 
church. And for this purpose, they were chosen in 
him ; and he is made of God unto them ivisdom, and 
righteousness, arid sanctification, and redemption. And 
in accordance tlie church sings, 'I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord, my soul ^hall be joyful in my God, for 
he hath clothed me with the garments of salvatjon, 
he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself vvith ornaments, and 
as a bride adometh herself with her jewels." „ To the, 
same end it is said, ' the king's daughter is all glorious 
within ; her clothing is of wrought gold.' 

" And again. ' This people,' saith the Lord, ' have 
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I formed for myself; they shall show forth my praised 
And of every one of his people, he saith, ' I have 
created him for my glory.' And hence the command, 
— 'Declare his glory among the heathen; his mar- 
vellous works among all nations.' It' is clearly the 
purpose of God, through the instrumentality of his 
sanctified ones, to fill the world with his knowledge 
and praise. Atid hence David prays, and every pi- 
ous Christian prays, — ' Let the people praise thee, O 
God; let all the people praise thee. O let the na- 
tions be glad, and sing for joy • and let the whole 
earih be filled with his glory. — ^Amen, and Amen.' 

" Thirdly. The durability, of the church of Christ. 

" The , indestructible character 'of fhe church of 
Christ is not only indicated by the gcHdeh quality of 
the candlesticks, but by Paul's gold, silver, and pre- 
cious stones, and Peter's lively stones, showing clearly 
the imperishable nature of those of whom God has 
instituted his churches should be built. God saith, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation a precious stone; and 
the gospel order is, that precious .stones be built upon 
it. in perfect accordance Christ says^ upon this rock, 
(this precious comer stone,) I build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall never prevail against it. The 
Zion which the Lord loves, he founded for himself, 
and therefore declares she .-shall never be moved.. 
Paul in unison says, we have received a kingdom 
which cannot be moved ; or as is said of the kingdom 
signified by the stone cut out of the mountain, it shall 
stand for ever. This enduring character of the church 
is derived from her union with Christ. From hira, 
as her head and source of all spiritual and divine in- 
fluence, she derives her life-^— and that is eternal life — 
she is made partaker of the divine nature ; and from 
him, as her fovmation, being formed in him, and fitly 
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framed into him, she receives her strength and salva- 
tion—she is builded up a glorious chureh— a spiritual 
house, which shall never be confounded, world with- 
out end. ' ■ 

" But it has been said, that libough the church, as 
suck, cannot be destroyed, yet the. individual members 
may. Their safety being conditioned on their faith 
and, obedience, which may fail. They may perish. 
Ti> this I allege ; that, as th^ body is composed of its 
members, if they can perish, it follows as a matter of 
cojirse that the body ma,y also. The parts of any 
whole being destroyed, the, whole must be' lost also. 
So then the only wa,y in which the church, as a body, 
can be secure, is in the security of each member ; foj-' 
if. one member rnay fall, iti follows so may all. But 
the scriptures have provided amply against this sug- 
gestion. I shall only ref^ to a fe-W passages. Isaiah 
admits that the Zion of God may become, by various 
and severe afflictions, distressing and even over- 
whelming calamities, a city of solemnities ; yet an- 
nounces her to be a tabernacle that shall not be taken 
down. And then, as; if to prevent the doubt that 
some of the, parts rnight be injured or lost, he adds, 
not one of the stakes thereof shall ever he removed, nei- 
ther shall any of the cords thereof be broken. Our 
Lord says it is not the wfll of his Father iltat one of 
theiittle ones who believe inbim should perish. And 
again : that he came into the world, that whosoever 
should believe in him, should not perish, hut have 
eternal life. God having promised his Son a nume- 
rous seed that should serve him ^nA. endure for ever, it 
was provided in the stipulations of .the everlasting 
covenant, that should any of them fall away into neg- 
ligence and crime, their transgression and iniquity 
should be visited 'with the stripes of tbe Father's 
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chastising rod, which is always done in love, and for 
their profit, and in faithfiilness to him, of whose trav- 
ail of soul, they were to be both the fruit and reward. 
Now then, if the wandering will be restored, (and 
that they will^ see the parable of the hundred sheep, 
and mark its bearing on this case,) the good and obe- 
dient children will doubtless be saved ; . and then as a 
matter of course, all will- be saved ; -and our Lord will 
be able, with joyful acclamation, to say to his Father, 
' behold I and the children which God hatTi given me.' 
" A few reflections will close this.^number. How 
wonderful is the kingdom of God — the church of 
Christ on earth ! gloiious things are .spoken of Zioii, 
the city of God. For her defence, salvation has God 
appointed for walls and bulwarks. Her safety, there- 
fore, is ill the munition- of rocks. Though hosts of 
men and deyila may encamp against her, yet the in- 
habitants may be undismayea, rejoice and be strong 
and cQnfidgnt in this, that with their besiegers, in all 
the mighty m-ultitude of them, there is but an arm of 
flesh, but with them -is the Eokd their God to help 
them, and to fight their battles. Their bread sball be 
given them, and their waters shall be sure. We may 
safely exclaim, happy art thou O' Israel,;^ Wlio is like 
unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, who is the 
shield of thy help, and the sword of thy excellency. 
But let no man deceive himself, and conclude fi-om 
hence, that he may indulge in the gratification of his 
lusts, and live according to the pleasures of the flesh, 
cmd.be safe: For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die. ' There is in the doctrine of believers' perse- 
verance in grace, no tendencyto licentiousness. 'Tis 
only as the fruits/of faith and love abound in them, 
showing them to be the children of God, that they 
have any right to claim the joys of this salvation. Let 
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all, therefore, who name the name of the . Lord, in 
^profession, denying all ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
strive to live soherly, righteously and godly in the 
present world, while they are looking for that blessed 
hope and glorious appearing of the great God, even 
our Lord Jesus Christ, into eternal life, which he has 
promised to all. them that love him." 



"Hear xohat tlie'Bjpwit saith unto the CJiurcJies^." 

; - ' ■ No. 3. ' ■ " 

"By the appropriate use of the- candlestick, the 
Spirit teaches the churches their proper and impera- 
tive diity. As the candlestick holds up a lighted can- 
dle, that it may give light to all. in the room, so the 
churches are to hold up the light, of divine truth to the 
nations of the earth, enveloped in gross darkness. 
The': light by which the churches are to shine, is two- 
fold : First — T7ie light of grace which they received 
in regeneration, and which, is supported, and increased 
by the indwelling of xbe Spirit of Christ. Every be- 
liever is a. lightbd lamp, a number of whom being 
gathered into church union, makes ■ the church a 
luminous body. • Thus Paul says to ' the saints at 
EpheBus^ 'ye were sometimes darkness, but now 
are ye light in ,-the Lord.' ■ The duty of cTiurch 
members, in, this regard, is also two-fold: First — In^ 
using their gifts, and manifesting their graces in the 
most impressive manner, one to another, and to those 
with, whom they are conversant, individually. And 
secondly; in their united church, state, to„act in uni- 
son with the body,'-, in making Tsnown the knowledge 
of, Christ to the world, among whom they shine as 
lights. This position , will commend itself to every 
man's con-gcience at once, tliat the performance of 
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those great ccclesiasticaUuties, which are essential to 
tlie fulfilment of the important pui-poses for which 
they were raised up together, and made to si^.together 
in heavenly places in Christ— even in, a gospel church' 
state, depends, on a proper and faithful discharge of 
the sacred obligations which rest on the members as 
individuals. For in prpportion as the members are 
fervent in love, holy in devotion, and go^ly in prac- 
tice, the church will be activ^e in every good work, 
abounding in all the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ to the glory of God. But as the mem- 
bers are carnally minded, conformed to the world, 
and negligent in religious duties, or only perform 
-them in a formal manner, as a matter of course, so 
will the church dwindle into insignifi(iaaice, and be- 
come to the community a curse rather than a blessing. 
How important then is it, that each member should 
have his lamp trimmed and his light burning, that in 
himself, and oiie with the church, he may, as not be- 
ing his own,' but bought with a price, even the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ, glorify God in his body, and in 
his spirit which are God's ! Secondly. The light 
of the gospel ministry. This ministry is Christ's lighly 
ed cfindle to illume the world with the light of the 
knowledge, of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. This, the churches are raised up to support 
and strengthen in the propagation of the word of life, 
which can be done only by sustaining the ministers 
thereof, as the gifts 6l Christ to them ; for the work 
of the ministry^ and the edifying of the body,of Chiist, 
(or the whole church of God,) till the gracious design 
be brought to a happy and glorious perfection. This 
indispensable duty reqiiires to be discharged in two 
ways. Fimti by a due regard to their character and 
standing hefore the public. Ministers must have a 
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good report from those wjto are without. — For, which 
purpose, all who approve themselves as the ministers 
of Christ should be received, with all gladness and 
held in reputation ; for how can they have a good 
estimation among the people, unless their brethren 
are careful to commend' them to their respectful at- 
tention ! — In this most needful particular, I think 
many churches are very defective. They, (at lesist 
many among them, who would be thoughts^ knowiiig 
ones,) have, instead of commending in the best man- 
ner they could, rather held an evil, critical eye on 
their preachers, especially on those who are coming 
forward as candidates for the ministry. And their* 
mistakes and slips have been waxed and magnified 
into faults, and these very imprudently have been 
made the topics of free remark before the multitude, 
no little to the detriment of the incumbents] ' The 
light estimation in which many ministfi's have tjeeil 
held may be owing,' in a great degree, to the cheap 
rate at which ordinations have been had in many of 
our churches. * From a p'retty extensive observation, 
I am of opinion, that in many instances, a reckless- 
ness has been indulged in regard to scripture require- 
ments. In examinations for ordination, the object has 
not been so much to ascertain whether the brother 
about to be set apart to. the gospel ministry, was able 
and apt to teach its great fundamental and mysterious 
truths, and by his experimental feelings and religious 
views, to gain a reasonable and satisfactory evidence 
that God had made him by his Spirit and grace, an 
able minister of t^e New Testament, as to know his 
views; on a few systematical points of doctrine, and 
his popular standing as a preacher, which has been 
taken aS good evidence of usefulness. — Thus a good 
slight afe declamation and exhortation has been re- 
17 
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ceived, as ability sufficient to preach and defeiid the 
deep, thinga#)f Grod, and to explain and enforce the 
ordinances of Christ. But whefe little has been re- 
quired, little has been sought for or attained. And so 
it has jurned out, that many a man, ordained of men 
Jo,preach, has had neither talent nor ministerial repu- 
~tation* siifficient to sustain a commendation. Never- 
theless, it behooves the churches,' in my judgment, to 
see to it that their ministers alivays bear proper cre- 
dentials and letters bf commendation, at all times and 
. in all places, where they may,, in the providence of 
God,. be placed. 

" But secondly ; by (fording them of ike gcfod 
things of this life, a competent support. If any one 
will look soberiy at the work of the ministry, he will 
see at once that the ministers of the gospel have no 
time to spare to labor for their own support. This 
the scripture ,^as foreseen and provided for, by mak- 
ing it the duty of the churches to support the minis- 
try. This has^lways been God's plan ;• and wherever 
an attempt has been pade to change it,' it has-teen at- 
tended with a curse. — Look at Israel after the flesh. 
The tribe of Levi, who were appointed to the service 
of the sanctuary, had no landed inheritance, among 
their brethren, but were, provided for 'by. the tithes 
which the other tribes were to pay according to the 
statutes of the Lord ;, plainly indicating that the min- 
,'isters of the spiritual Israel should be silpported by 
the churches, independent of their own labors. Let 
it suffice to say again, this is God's piaii, and should 
be punctually and faithfully executed.. Let us exam- 
ine into the work of the ministry, and see what minis- 
ters have to perJForm, and it wilj readily appear that 
they must be supported by the churches, or the work 
will go undone. This will be clearly seen by a criti- 
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cal notice of Christ's illustration of his design, when 
he said to his disciples, 'ye an tM light of , the world' 
To give his meaaing an impressive bearing on their 
minds, (and on ours too,) he laid down two propdigi- 
tjons of universal admission. The first is, ' ^ city 
that is set on a bill, cannot be hid.' He alludes, doubt- 
less, to a city with lamjps burning, else the darkness 
,;«)f the night would hide it. Bwt a«ity set ®B,a, hill, 
and well lighted, is not. only inconcealable, but throws 
itss light Gut in every direction, so that the lost and. 
benighted traveller may find the highway which leads 
to safety and rest; or as a light-house, built on some 
projecling promontory, directs the storm-beaten and 
distressed mariner safely into port. This most plainly 
shows that Christ intended his churches, built on ' the 
Jiigh hill of God,' and Jighted by the glorious gospel, 
should throw their light on all parts of the surround- 
ing country : so tfiat the lo§,t sinner, involved in worse 
than Egyptian darkness, may' be enlighwned and 
^ided into the way to peace and salvation. But otar 
Lord does not stop here — He adds Still more impress- 
ively, ' Men do not light a candle and put it iinder a 
bushel, but. ©n a candlestick, and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house,' * The house here ansvsners to 
the world used in the statute — 'ye are ffte light of the 
world.' And if any should inquire what is meant by 
the ' world,' the commission must explain it. Go ye, 
teach all nations — go ye intoi«'?? fi^e world, and preach 
the gospel to every 'creature. Repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should, in the name of Christ, be preached 
nmong all naitions. This is' all plain. Our Lord in 
this position says to his* discipfes, (and to all churches ■ 
and ministers,) I have Kgltted you as a candle, which 
is not to be obscured, but to be put on my oandlelti'ck 
— the chutch, that .it may give light to all the ends of 
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the eartfe. The duty here inculcated cannot bq mis- 
taken, neither by ministers nor, churches ; and they 
ought to consider themselves systematically united in 
this great work, and bound to co-ojperate in it. 

" Bro. Stakes, — Just here I was an-ested by iff- 
creased personal and domestic afflictioris, and forced 
to stop. I hoped I shoilld be 'able to resume the 
work in some short time,*but circumstances which 
have transpired since, have precluded it. I cherished 
the hope I should be able to do something at it at this 
place, but still, imbecility, both of body and mind, 
forbids it. I have come to the conclusion to send you 
the |pregoIng now, and promise, if God will permit, 
to send you at least two others. One on the inde- 
pendence and accountability of the churches, and tho 
relative position of the ministry to them, and the other 
on their govemraeiit, its extent and final jurisdiction. 

"Jesse Mercer." 

" Penfield, July 20tk, 1841." 

It lias ever been a matter of deep interest (and most 
^naturally so,) with the people of God, to kiiow with 
what kind of erqotions a long-tiied, and eminent servant 
of -Christ looks forward into eternity as he is going 
rapidly down the declivity of life. IVJ^ Mercer was 
sometimes approached by iijtinaate and confidential 
brethren on this subject. His remarks in substance 
were ; " I have no ecstatic joys ; .not so much of that 
triumphant assurance which some speak of ; buf an 
humble hope of heaven, an habitual, calm reliance 
on my blessed Redeerner, which enables me to con- 
template my approaching end with composure, undis- 
turbed by any very distressing apprehensions," In 
the following extract from a letter to a beloved minis- 
tering brother, written in January, 1841, tliere"is an 



^, -^ v5 



^ 



I 



y 'i ^ ^ 



I 




.X i 



^ 



^ 







J33SSE METttCER. 373 

allusion to his state of mind, in view of his final change. 
After referring to a little matter of a somewhat un- 
pleasant nature, and which had occasioned him some 
mortifioatiori, he' adds, " I hope you will feel no dis- 
pleasure* agains| your humble servant — ^he really ac- 
counts you a good minister of Jesus Ohrist, and is 
always pleased to hear you ^ and I hope and pray the 
Lord may aTiuhdantly crown your labors in the Lord ■ 
with success. 

"(And now what shall I say to my brother ? I may 
iiever vmte to him, or see him more in life. Why, my 

- brother, be, strong in the Lord and in the power of 
his grace, a.nd he thou faithful unto death. 

" You may wish to know hovK^I feel in the f»rospect 

^ of my departure being at hand. I can say little more 
than that I have no fears thus far on the path of the dark 
valley. I have long since given my eternal destiny 
up into the hands of God, and am satisfied with his 
(^sppsal of me in sickness and in death, and for eter- 
nity. My love to all the dear brethren in yoiir ptes. 
The Lord be specially^with thee. Farewell ! " 



CHAPTER XV. 



Mr. Mercer's decline regarded with sorrow. — His last Sermon. — 
Sketch of the Sermon. — Visits, Benfield. — Letter to Mr. Sturgis. — 
Visits Indiain Springs. — Letter to Mr. 'Sturgis. — His Death. — 
Mr. Carter's Letter in relation to his death. — Resolutions. of the 

;- Washington Baptist Church. — Of 'the Preshyteriaii Church. — 
Notice of Mr. Sturgis' i"uneral Sermon. 

We look with painful interest upon decaying ob- 
jects which We revere and love. We even sympa- 
thize with the objects of nature around us, and often 
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gaze upon their decline with -melaneholy emotions. 
The aged tree which stood- so long by our paternal 
residence, whiclt cast its grateful shadow over our 
childish sports, and often perhaps refreshed us in man- 
hood's years, as it exhibited symptoms of decay, was 
gazed rrporr with a kind of filial sorrow ; 

' And when a hapless branch,, torn by the blast, 
iFell down, we inoumed as if a friend had fallen/ 

With how much deeper emotion do we look upon the 
waning life of the aged man of God, who for half a 
century has stood before the people on a hright and 
commanding elevation, pre-eminent in piety, unequal- 
led in wisdom, distinguished for usefulness, and the 
object of almost universal confidence, admiration and 
love. Such an object wus the venerable Mercer ; and 
with the deepest emotions of sorrow did his Christian 
brethren gaze upon his wasting form. 

Early in the month of June Mr. Mercer ascended 
the pulpit for, the last time, to address his fellow men 
upon the all important concerns of eternity. ,.. It being 
previously knov«Ti in the town that he was to preach, 
(perhaps his final sermon,) the "other houses of worship 
were closed, and a large assembly convened to hear 
his solemn valedictory. He spoke for about an hour 
with considerable freedom and animation ; and under 
a very impressive sense of obligations to be faithful 
with the souls of the people. The discourse evident- 
ly made a deep impression ; and though some might 
have taken exception to his pointed remarks on the 
subject of Christian duty, and on what he consi^ere'l 
disorderly and unscriptural in connexion with reli- 
gious excitements, yet it is to be hoped that many will 
long cherish a profitable remembrance of this his dy- 
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ing testimony. The following is a brief sketch of this 
discourse, as it subsequently appeared in the Chris- 
tian Index. 

" The text was 1 Sam. 12 : 23. As for me, GoA for- 
bid that I should sin against the ^ Lord, in ceasing to 
pray for you ; hut I will teach you the good and the 
right way. 

" The introduction noticed the sin and folly of tho 
Israelites in choosing for themselves a king. Of this 
Samuel had now so forcibly reminded them, that they 
-confess the ' evil ' and entreat his intercession for 
them with the Lord." ' 

" The DOCTRINE sought to be established was — The 
solicitude of faithful ministers for their people in cases 
of manifest departures from the good ^and right way. 
They do not only pray for them, butthey remonstrate . 
and teach, &c. Jer. 20 : 8, 9. Rom. 9 : 1, 2, 3. 
2 Cor. 12 : 15. 

" What do they teach ? The good and the right 
way. Wherein does it consist ? First, in the way of 
truth and holiness, as it is the object of faith ; see Jer. 
6 : 16. Isa. 35 : 8. 2 Peter 2 : 2. and secondly, the 
way of obedience, in which only God can be worship- 
ped acceptably. The preacher was inclined to believe 
Samuel had this \vay of obedience in view, because 
he subjoins, ' Onfy fear the Xord, and serve him in 
truth with aU your heart.' 

" In the remainder of the discourse, he wished to 
call the special attention of the congregation to a few 
indispensable particulars of the good and the right 
way, in which G-od can be truly and acceptably wor- 
shippedi To render a service, which can be good and 
right in the sight of the Lord, it must be done, — 

1, In Faith. Faith is general and particular ; gene- 
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ral as it embraces all revealed truth, and leads to the 
due observance of it ; and particular as it acknow- 
ledges the authority of God to command and the im- 
plicit obligation of men to obey. Heb. 11 : 6. Isa. 
42 : 8. Mai. 1 : 6. Eev. 4 : 11. 

"2. According to the divine order or requirement, 
1 Chron. 15 : 12. Isai. 29 :.13. Jer. 19 : 5. Matt. 
15 : 69. He here expressed a wish to notice several 
points of modem church organization and practice, in 
which the divine requirement was not duly waited for. 
The whol^ fabric of a church, its materials, the mode 
of uniting them, independence, &c. were topics of 
pure revelation, on which he could not dwell as he 
felt their importance to demand. He came, however, 
to this point — That whatever in religious worship was 
based on tradition or human invention, must be con- 
demned as ' vain ^ worship ; because it either set aside 
the commands of God, or added to them. , 

" 3. In love. Deut. 6 : 4, 5. 1 John 5 : 3. 

" 4. Reverently. Ps. 4 : 4, 5. 95 : 6, 7. John 4 : 
23, 24. Phil. 2 : 12. Heb. 12 : 28. Allusion was 
here made to the occasional confusion in .revivals as 
inconsistent with reverent worship, and as condemned 
by the apostle in 1 -Cor. 14th chap. 

" It may be said, however, by some, our brother 
remarked, that much good appears to be effected in 
the course of these exercises, and how can this be 
admitted if we may not regard them as of God ? One 
or two extremes were specified. Here was a case of 
convulsions. A woman of y?eak nerves falls on the 
floor under preaching. Is this necessarily of God ] Is 
this to be encouraged as a divine work 1 Then we 
hear singing, shouting, praying and exhortation, all at 
once, in another quarter of the assembly. Is this also 
of God % Will it bear the test of common reason and 
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sound sense? Whatever is contrary to these is not 
of God. 

" ' Let me take, you,' he continued, ' to Hpreb. 
Thither Elijah had retired from persecution, and' the 
Lord had designed to commission him for some very- 
important future services — ' The Lord passed by.' 
Observe, He passed by. ' And bphold, a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces 
the rocks before the Lord.' An earthquake and a fire 
succeeded, whose effects are not described, but we 
may suppose them to have been striking. The Lord, 
,however> was neither in the wind, the earthquake, nor 
the fire. But in a ' still small voice,' that followed, 
his servant can recognise him. Elijah wraps his face 
in his mantle, in reverence. The Lord is there ! 

" ' Now I do not say that in some of the extreme 
agitations and excitements to which I object, the ^effect 
of some approaches of the Lord upon our weak and 
erring natures, may not be seen. But the Lord, as I 
conceive, is not in ,|hem. Especially when indulged 
in as some end of a revival; something to be gloried 
in and promoted as in itself, desirable. Revivals 
driven on to such extremes become, I must say, no 
longer acceptable. They involve that confusion of 
which God is not the author.'- 

" He illustrated his views from 1 Cor. 14 chap. This 
was a church that came behind in 'no gift.' They 
were enriched in .all utterance and knowledge ; but 
became very confused in their public assemblies, by 
a defective and irreverent management of those gifts. 
The apostle in rectifying this, supplies us with some 
siiflple but invaluable principles that should regulate 
all our assemblies. The cardinal point is — :' edifica- 
tion' — ' that the church,' the whole assembly, may 
receive edifying. To this end there must be order, 
17* 
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subordination of all spiritual impulse, fo A common 
object. There nmst be rationality. No spiritual gifts 
destroy merfs natural faculties, but purify, extend, 
exalt them ; make reason, so to speak, more rational. 
But when • every one had,' and would sing or speak, 
his own 'psalm, doctrine, or tongue,' heedless of a 
brother's revelaltions or the common good in ' edificai- 
tion, exhortation, or cortifort,' will not strangers ' sa^ 
/ye are mad;'?' asks the apostle — and a proper applica- 
tion of this doctrine to modem times is, if when direct 
inspiration was the privilege -of the churches, (that 
inspiration which, as in itself miraculous and confirm- 
ed by miracles, was also infal^hle,) there was a duty 
of subordinating ' thfe spirit of the prophets ' to the 
prophets — and that in fact, the government of reason, 
and the corresponding gifts of other brethren, were 
to be restraints on the whole, how much less pretence 
can any man now haVe'to ungovernable impulses as 
from God — how much more carefully and reverently- 
should we seek to exercise all our spiritual gifts ! 

" 5. In view of the glory of God as its proper end ; 
and the good of mankind as its subordinate but gjra- 
cious design." 

■*'■ 
He visited Penfield the latter part of Jane for the 

purpose of spending a few weeks with his friends, and 
attending the college commencement, and the annual 
meeting of the board of trustees, both to take place 
the last of July. 

Brother Absalom Janes and family had the melan- 
choly pleasure of ministering to this afflicted disciple 
during most of his stay at Penfield. They speak of 
him as enjoying at the time a calm and peaceful fi-ame 
of mind, attending devoutly upon family worship, 
though scarcely able to kneel and rise without assist- 
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ance ; as appearing remarkably fearful of giving trou- 
ble to the family, and of conversing upon various sub- 
jects with great mental clearness. 

At the meeting of the trustees, the writer of these 
sketches, as well as many other bret|iren, saw their 
father in the Lord for the last time. But O how 
changed was the venerable man ! ' Disease 'and care 
had reduced his fine portly frame to a mere skeleton ; 
his clothes hung loosely upon him ; his face was pal- 
lid and shrunken ; his voice was feeble.^nd faltering, 
and his steps trembled under his fading and emaciated 
frame. None could gaze upon the dying man without 
emotion; and hardly without tears. His countenance 
however, still beamed with its wonted benignity, his 
words were kindness itself, and^his spirit seemed to be 
filled with calm serenity, and heavenly sweetness. The 
grace of God was evidently periQrming in his heart its 
last, blessed work. The* infirmities ofj:hp puter man 
seemed to encumber the operations of .his fine vigorous 
mind less than might have been expected ; when rous- 
ed by some little effort, it would beam forth with a 
clear radiance,- like that of the western sun, which 
reminds us that though the orb of day is fast, sinking 
to the horizon, it is still the same bright orb which shed 
upon us its meridian brightness. Several important 
subjects came up for the consideration of the JSoard 
of Trustees ; he would occasionally, sitting in his chair, 
which he 'occupied as president of the body, briefly 
express his sentiments ; and this was done in a very 
clear, connected, and appropriate manner. 

A letter, written from Penfield to his fellow-laborer 
at Washington, may very properly be introduced in 
this place. 
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'•' Penjieli), July 18, 1841, 
" Mt JDear Brother Sturbis, 

" Two pretty good things .have come to pass to 
day. We have had a good and refreshing rain ; very 
much wanted here and hereabouts. ' It is said in some 
settlements the com, especially, is nearly exhausted. 
I hope however, it vdll turn out better than now 
feared. I have heard it was very dry and hot with 
you, and about the neighboring parts. I hope you 
have had rains, as we have seen good appearances 
that way. The crop is here said to be the best, for 
several years past, so far as culture is concerned ; but 
it must be very much pinched and stinted. But the 
other good thing was, a good discourse from our Dr.* 
here. He preached qn the irwe personality and rcaZ 
divinity of the HoJy Ghost. I think he did great 
justice to the subject ; and drew several veiy weighty 
and comfortable ^considerations from the doctrine. His 
text was John 14 : 16. 

"I am now some more comfortable than I have 
been since I came up to Penfield. I' have been pin- 
ing vnth an almost perpetual flatulent colic, somewhat 
spasmodic ; and have therefore been worse off t^i.an 
before I left home. The symptoms have abated and 
I hope I shall get better. T intend to stay here among 
the brethren Jill commencement, but what course I 
shall then take, I have not yet determined. So far I 
have abode with brother Janes. I think of going in a 
day or two to brother Sanders. 

• * . * « * 
" I should like you would write me how all are 
'getting on at W. Is the work of grace going on yet 

* R»v. Tho. Curtis. 
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among the blacks ? How does Mrs. S — ■■ — do 1 Is 
she worse or better 1 Is any thing encouraging among 
the whites, young or old ? I have understood that 
* * * has joined the P. Church. Well, if he loved 
father or friends better than Christ?, he is as wellr-^ 
better than with us. 

"I trust you are so recovered, as to be able to re- 
sume your usual course af public and private service; 
and I pray most earnestly that your labors may be* 
greatly succeeded by divine influence.- Religion here 
is low, and I think pretty geiierally so. Brother Sher-. 
wood has returned from his tour, with brother Thorn- 
ton, and says there is very little excitement in any of 
the churches where they travelled. 

"There were two deaths in Greensboro' last week. 

A promising young man. Dr. M. ; and a Mrs. C . 

This lady's husband had been to Washington City 
from Ala., and shei came this far to meet him on his 
return home. ' I can't tell.you any further of the par- 
ticulars of the ca^, but it is a distressing one. The 
people in general are healthy. If it will be within 
your convenience and agree to your feelings, I should 
like you to go to my house, and see how they are get- 
ting on ; especially in a religious respect. I had 
hoped" that Charlotte had some concern on her mind 
about her soul's and eterpitj's interests, before I left 
home. I talked to heir of those things, and urged her 
to seek the Lord and faint not. *I should like to know 
if she makes any progress. Tell her (and all) that 1 
have constant remembrance of them before the throne 
of grace, and hope she does not fail to pray for herself 
and children. Tell brother Henry I shall hope to re- 
ceive a letter from him, unless he should come up to 
commencement. In that case it would hardly be 
worth while. 
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" Give, my afiectionate regards to sister S. and all 
the brethren and fiiends in W. as you may find agree- 
able to mention it to. 

" I am, dear brother, yours, Spc. 

"Jesse Merger." 

On Ihe 4th of August, Mr. Mercer left Penfield, and 
jioumeyed on to the Indian Springs in Butts county, hop- 
ing to derive some benefit from the mineral virtues of 
the water. For a while his health seemed to undergo 
some little improvement ; but he found no radical and 
lastiBg benefit. The strength of his disease remained 
unbroken, and it seemed evident that withou£ a speedy 
change of a favorable character he could not linger 
much longer on earth. The following letter to brothei 
Sturgis'was probably one of the last that he evei 
wrote. 

" Indian Springs, Aug. 13, 1841. 
"Mr Dear Brother STuacris, 

" Yours was duly received at Penfield. ~ I was 
truly glad to receive the information it gave. May 
the Lord carry on the good work." I can but "hope the 
course taken hf Miss S. will be a blessing to others, 
Oh; her poor' mother! The Lord of wonders have 
mercy on her, and sufier not the soul that he has 
made to perish before him T.,, Tell the blacks that] 
have constant remembrance 'of them in prayer. I feai 
for the white people of W. lest the Lord may have 
given them over to their own ways. The church I 
think, has never yet been in travail. O that thej 
would be duly stirred up to seek the Lord as thej 
should with all'their heart, and then they would b« 
blessed with a revival indeed ! 
" I left Penfield on the 4th much weakened, and ! 
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lax on me,, wliicji had followed my being relieved of 
tiie colic which so affected me after I reached P- 
This wasting disease increased on the way, and is 
still in some degree on, m,e, but I hopie I am on the->, 
"mend; and may derive some benefit from this water. 
It is' probable I shall stay hipre most tof the month; but 
this depends on circumatan^s. However, I should 
like'to receive a letter from y'oTi before I leave. *I re- 
ceived a letter from brother Pope since yours, in 
which he informed me of the wind at my house. He 
did not say any thing of any other injury than that 
suffered by me— but was that all ] He then, thought 
the work among the blacks as general and as gi'feat eca 
ever. Well, may the Lord carry it on to great good ; 
to the salvation of many. I hear from several churches 
in these parts of symptoms .for good, but no great in- 
gathering. I see littl^ else about here but indifference 
and sin ! I. am well situated with* .brother , Barlow, 
who keeps about a half-mile on the hill , above the 
spring. We are very quiet, and have prayer night 
and morning for the most part ; but this public-house 
keeping, is a poor.biisiness for the raising of a family, 
orfor-famify religion, or any other! If you can, write 
me to. this place, on the receipt of this, and let me 
know how matters and thirds r(8w,- stand ; how it is 
with those poor women, Mrs. S. and Mrs. W., and any 
others in particular ^cases ^ bow the work is still with 
the blacks, &c., &c. 

" I hope the Lord sustains your hfeart and hand, in 
his service, and that your strength ■^ill he. as your day 
requires', and that he vsill give you much success ! 

" I hear of considerable sickness in the lower coun- 
ties ; about here I think there is>but little. The crops 
are said to be good, btit there is some eoBiplairit of 
rust in the cotton. 
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"The wfeathef'is now rainy, -and the, people will 
have" a bad time probably to save their fodder. How 
is the prospect in Wilkes 1 ' v 

"My most sirdent.love and desire for all the breth- 
ren, give to as many as you think it worth' while ; to 
sister S.^and the Dr., and my'servatits, who will take 
an interest in hearing from me. 

" I am, dear brother, yours mily, 

" Jesse Mercer." 

•On the last Sabbath in August, he attended the 
meeting of brother James Carter at the Springs, and 
in the evening of the same day accompanied that 
brother to his residence, some eight miles north of the 
Springs, with the intention, should his strength allow, 
of prosecuting his joxirney as far as Walton, Monroe 
county, for'the purpose of visiting his friends and re- 
lations in that place. This design the Lord did not 
however permit him to accomplish — he went to the 
house of brother Carter to die. 

' In a September number of the Index, the eye oi 
the reader fell upon the following melancholy an- 
nouncement. ^, 

" We atop the pi-ess to inform the readers of the 
Index, that our dear old Father MERCER is nc 
more. We have just received" the 'foUcMving note 
from his nephew, brother W. A. Mercer : 

" ' At bro. James CaHer's; Butts Co. Sept. 6, 1811. 
" ' Dear bro. Stokes, I have the mournful intelligencf 
to communicate to you and the brethren at Penfield 
that my dear uncle JESSE MERCER is no more- 
He breathed his last this morning at twenty minute 
after six o'clock, without a strvggle or a groan. 
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reached here yesterday, and found him sinking very 
fast. He was perfectly sensible, and so remained un- 
till the last. He spoke but a few words. I sat by 
, his bedside through the most of the night. He an- 
swered several questions I asked him — I inquired if 
he was ready to depart. He threw his dying arms 
around my neclc, and pulled me down near to him, 
and said — / have no Jearst He would have talked 
more, but' said he was unable^— I have not time to 
multiply.' " 

From the following letter of brother Carter, which 
was also published in the Index, the reader v(dll learn 
most of the particulars of his death. 

" Eight miles North of Springs, 
Butts cq^h^y, HOth S*pt. 1841. 
" Dear Brother Stokes, 

" Inasmuch as it fell to the lot of myself and 
family to take care of, and nurse our very dear brother 
Mercer^ the last week of his life, and he having died 
in my house, perhaps it is necessary that I should say 
something to, the brethren and friends generally, 
through the 'medium of the Index, in regard to this 
matter; and record what may be called his dying 
words, as well' as his dying conduct. I visited him 
frequently while at the Springs. I always found him 
calm and ready to enter on religious conversation, 
(when his strength would permit.) He made many 
inquiries about the churches, and the •'prospect of re- 
ligion generally.— He was much pleased to learn our 
prospects were favorable. My appointment with the 
church at the Springs, was oh the last Sabbath in 
August— he attended, though very feeble. The text 
for that day was a part of the 11th verse of the lath 
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chapter of Exodus, ' Eat with your loins gfirded, your 
shoes on your feet, and your stafF in your hand.',- At 
the close of the sermon, this venerable old servant of 
Christ arose to his feet, and leaning on his staff, made 
a few remarks in regard to God's people going to 
heaven; he then called the attention of the congrega- 
tion to this one fact, that the Israelites were to go a 
certain distance into' the, wilderness to w6rehip; 
'now,' said he, 'I wish you all, to know that they 
that go to lieaven, must go "Worshipping.' He dwelt 
most beautifully on that idea, and closed by prayer. 
This may fee considered his last address to mankind, 
and the last prayjer put up in the church."' Oh, that 
the Lord would l^ear his prayer for us in this country. 
He came with ^le home that evening, and concluded 
to remain a da^ or two. He appeared to be entirely 
satisfied and at home. On Tuesday^ morning he 
thought he was much better, but before night he be- 
came worse. — He remarked to my wife ana^myself, 
that he regretted very much to be troublesome, and 
if he stayed another day, it w:ould prevent me from 
going to my appointments the balance of the week : 
we both told him we were willing to have the trouble, 
and to do any thing for him in our power. He said 
he thought of that, but still regretted that I should 
stay on his account. I told ,him I knevir the brethren 
and congi^egation at '^awaliga church, where I was 
expected, would excuse me — this appeared to satisfy 
him. He then said, ' I am here, and I cannot leave 
you, and I may die on your hands.' He went to his 
room, and did not fc&ia that time even express a wish 
to leave, buj in no way cast dowTi, but rather cheerful. 
I frequently offered to call in a pjiysician, but he as 
often refused, . and said be had had the attention of 
physic'""" "'^'' '"lew him, and were well acquainted 
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■witH his complaint, and the medicine had not had the 
desired effect, and he did not think it worth while to 
put, himself into new hands. I, however, went and 
consulted one, without his Ijnowledge. When I came 
back and told him, he said he supposed 'the advice 
was good, but his complaint had gone beyond that 
remedy, and woulji only take such as he himself 
would prescribe; ' By his request, Mireeted a letter, 
to brother Wk A. Mercer, of; Walton, and brothers 
Buitler and Pope qf, Washingtdn, .requesting them, or 
such others as could, tp^come and see hina. On Fri- 
day, I had much satisfactory conversation with him. 
On Saturday, he asked me if I recollected the song in 
the Cluster, that had these. words in it, 'I did to him 
my all commit;' I told him I.,did. He then went 
onto say, ' that is continually in my mind. Borty odd 
years ago I committed my all to the Lord, before the 
mercy seat, and there is my dependence now.' I 
asked him if he was willing to go. He said, 'yes, if 
it is the will of God.' Whenever the question was 
asked, he always said he. was willing. At one time 
he went on to speak at length in regard to the doc- 
trines of graces and the promises of the gospel. I 
said to him,,' I reccrllect man^ of your views, when I 
sat Under ypur ministry, and was baptized by you ;' 
he said, ' yes, and these are my , views now.' He 
would frequently take me by the hand, as if he was 
telling me farewell, looking wishfully in my face, but 
said nothing. , Frequently asked if the brethren had 
come. He bore his affliction, like his Lord and Mas- 
ter ; not murmurihg, and scarcely a groan was heard, 
only in prayer. Heha^his proper mind and memory 
to the last, asked me but a little before he died, if the 
brethren from Washington had come ; said to brothei: 
W. A. Mercer, he hUd no fears. So' he died almost 
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without a struggle or groan, at twenty minutes after 
six o'clock, on tlie 6tli September. 

" The Macedonia church met in conference the 
next Saturday, and unanimously agreed' to make a re- 
cord of his death in her church book, in the following 
way, and to send you a copy, if you should see 
proper to publish it in the Index, as follows : 

" The Church in Conference, 11th September, 1841. 
— Resolved, That inasmuch as it seems to have been 
.the will of 1 God, on the 6th day of this inst., to call 
from time to eternity, our venerable and dear brother 
in the ministry, Rev. Jesse Mercer, while in the im- 
mediate neighborhood of this church, and at the house 
of our pastor, we deem it. our privilege and duty to 
mention this jdispensation of divine Providence among 
us, and to make a record of the same in the follow- 
ing way : 

" 1st. That we desire to be thankful to the Lord 
that his usefulness and zeal were continued so long to 
the denomination and the world ; at the same time we 
mourn with our brethren^in general, the loss of so 
eminent a servant of Christ. 

" 2d. In the death of brother Mercer, we think the 
Baptists have lost one of their brightest ornaments, 
truth one of its ablest advocates,- and the country one 
of its ancient and elevated citizens. 

" 3d. "We should now feel more forcibly the weight 
of that command, pray ye the Lord of the harvest to 
send more laborers into the vineyard. 

" 4th. Th3,t we request our pastor to preach an ap- 
propriate sermon in reference to the above case, or 
the Sabbath. 

" I endeavored to comply with the request from the 
text, ' I have finished my course, I have kept the faith, 
&c., to an iinusnally large 'congregation, (our housen 
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I'ather over the common size f} after filling the house 
to overflowing, the people stood at the doors and win- 
dows, with the utmost composure. ..The Lord came 
dowii by, his .Spirit, ffiany were cut to the heart; and 
there is-a gracious work going on, and has been for 
some time ; baptized five that day ; Unavoidable cir- 
cumstances required us to adjourn until yesterday; 
and the day before yesterday baptized five more ; in 
all ten; and many are crymg ,for mercy. Pray for 
them, and for all of us. 

"Yours, Sec, 

"James Carter." 

The, remains of Mr. Mercer were carried to Pen- 
field, and interred in the' public burying ground ; at 
which' spot, or some other one more suitable, near the 
University, that may hereafter be selected,"%ith the 
consent of his relatives, and his devoted church at 
Washington, and in accordance wiEh the ^general wish 
of the denomination, they will find a permanent rest- 
ing place.* 

Never has the death of any individual called forth 
such an expression of deep and universal giief in the 
Baptist churches of Georgia;, and long will it-be, in 
all human probability, j^iefore such sorrow will be felt 
again. A great and a good man had fallen, and there 
was lamentation in Israel, : „, 

The Trustees of the University, in connexion with 
the Faculty and students, and the citizens of Penfield, 
signalized the moumful.,event by appropriate^,, resolu- 
tions, and also by solemn religious services. 

The following resolutions cbntaiq an expression of 

* A plain, substantial monument is to be erected lo his memory, 
under the direction of the Trustees of the University. 
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the sentiments and feelings ^f the bereaved church 
at Washington, on the melancholy occasion. 

6' 
" Baptist Church, Washington, Oa.,Sept. 1841. 

" Resolved, That this church feels sensibly the loss 
we have si;stained in the removal by death, of our 
venerable and beloved pastor, Jesse Mercbr. That 
in him, they, together vnth the denomination and the 
christian community, have lost an able Expositor of 
the Inspired Oracles, a faithful preacher of the word 
of life, a wise and prudent Counsellor in things per- 
taining to the interests of Christ's kingdom, and a 
munificent Benefactor, such as it has rarely been their 
privilege to enjoy. 

" That in looking back upon the long series of 
years during which we, in common with the christian 
community, have enjoyed the services of this distin- 
guished man of God, we feel a mingled emotion of 
gratitude, that those services were continued so long, 
and sorrow, that they are now closed for ever. And 
now that the hand that so long broke unto us the 
bread of life, is palsied in death, and the heart that 
even the frosts af age could not forbid to feel deeply 
for our spiritual interests, shall yearn over us no more 
in this world, we would hold in grateful remem- 
brance all his services, and how ' He ceased not to 
jadmonish and entreat men night and day with tears,' 
— humbly praying that the seed sown by tlie hands of 
this servant of the Most High, may spring up and 
produce a yet more abundant harvest. 

" Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize with his 
surviving family in the loss which they have sus- 
tained in the removal of their venerable relative. 

" Resolved, that the expression of condolence with 
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US on this occasion of deep afflictiqnj by the citizens 
of Penfield, is most gratefully received, and that we 
accord to them the same expressions. 

" Resolvedr, That ' this Church acknowledges the 
truly christian spirit manifested by the Presbyterian 
church of this place, in the eommunication transmitted 
by their committee, and that we receive that expres- 
sion of sympathy, as seasonable and highly acceptable 
in our painful bereavement. 

"Resolved, That in reference to a final resting- 
place for the remains of our departed pdstor, we be- 
lieve that it was his intention to be placed beside his 
wife ; a spot of ground in our church- yard having 
been granted him, (at his request,) for that purpose, 
and it is the desire of the church that this request be 
complied with. 

" Resolved, That in the event of his final interment 
at any other place, this Church, as a faither expres- 
sion of her regard for the memory of her deceased 
Pastor, cause to be procured a suitable tablet of mar- 
ble, with an appropriate inscription, to be inserted in 
some proper situation upon the walls of this house. 

" Resolved, That the Church do hereby request, the 
oiSciating Minister to preach a Sermon in memory of 
our deceased pastor, on the morning of the first Sab- 
bath in October. 

" Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, to- 
gether with |he communication from the Presbyterian 
~ Church, be transmitted for publication in the Chris- 
tian Index, and News and Gazette. 

" Done in, Conference, this 25th day of Sept. 1841. 
" " Richard W. Joyner, 

" GJmrch aerTc." 
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The following, is the ■ Qpmmunicalion from the 
Presbyterian Church referred to in the preceding 
resolutions ; and on account of the Christian spirit 
which it breathes, it is entitled to a place in these 



'' Sunday, 19li, $eptemberi ISil. 
" Dear Brethren and esteemeb friends,' 

"As, a Committee of the Presbyterian Church^we 
transmit |o you a copy of the proceedings of a meet- 
ing held this morning, at the ©lose of divine service, 
■V^fhich you wall receive as a testimonial of our sense 
of departed worth, and' a token of our sincere partici- 
pation with you in your recent bei;eavement. " • 
" We are your sympathizing friends and brethren, 
" GjBo. H. W.'Petrie, 

A. S. WlNGPIELD, 

Lock. Weems, 
" Rev, C. F. Sturgis, and Deacons 

of the Baptist Church." 

''" * ™ 

,'! At a meeting of the members of the Presbyterian 
CRurch, convened this morning after service, with a 
view of giving a suitable expression of their feelings 
as a Church upon the bereavement which has afflicted 
their community, in the decease of the Rev. Jesse 
Mercer, Pastor fif»the ^aptist ^Church, Dr. John H. 
Pope was called to the Chair, and A. S. Wingfield 
appointed Secretary.' 

" Rev. Mr. Petrie opened the meeting with a fewre- 
markfli and then offered the following Preamble and' 
Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 

" In view of the affliction with which Divine Pro- 
vidence has viMtpd us in the loss of our venerable 
friend, the ReViiyESSE Merges, we, the members 'of 
the Presbyterian- Church, do adopt the following Re- 
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soflutions, as an expiiesssion of our feelings on this 
mournful occasion ? * ^ 

" Resolved, That we sincerely^and deeply deplore 
the heavy calamity which' has befallen our community 
in the decease of thi| venerable minister of Christ. 

"Resolved, That we tender our cordial sympathy 
to our brethren of the Baptist' Church, in this their 
bereavement, in the decease of their beloved Pastor, 
and that we mourn their loss as our loss. 

" Resolved, That as a testimony of the respect and 
esteem we entertain for the charSteter of our departed 
friend, also for our brethren of the Baptist Church, 
bur house of worship shall be closed on the morning 
of the first Sabbath in October, when, as we are in- 
formed, an appropriate funeral discqurse will be de- 
livered in the Baptist Church; ^ , 

" Resolved, That a Committee b6 appointed'^to 
transmit a copy of these proceedings to the officiating 
Minister and Deacons of the Baptist Church, and 
through them to the members generally,, 

" John H. Pope, Chairman. 

" A. S. WiNGFiELD, Secretary." 

Similar expressions of Christian sorrow were made 
jby the Georgia Association, the Baptist Slate Con- 
vention, and by many other bodies of our brethren 
in the- State., 

On the time appointed brother C. F. Sturgis, who 
as has been noticed, l\ad the honor and happiness of 
being associat64 for a time with father Mercer, in the 
pastoral chai'gre of the church, preached an appropri- 
; ate faneral. discourse, from 2 Sam. 3 : 38. "Know ye 
not tJiat there is * * * a great wian fallen this day 
ill Israel." ' • ^ . 

After some suitable' introductory remarks, the 
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preacher announced the main point to which he in- 
vited the attention of the congregation ; viz. " That 
Jesse. Mercer was trmly a great man ; I mean," adds 
Mr.-.Sturgis, by way of explanation, " great as God's 
servant." This position was clearly illustrated by the 
speaker by considering somewhat at length the follow- 
ing particular^. 

"I. The manner in which he rose to the command- 
ing position which he occupied. 

" II, The mannei? in which he retained that posi- 
tion, and continued to ascend to the very last. 

" III. The strength of his intellectual powers'. 

"IV. His retention of these pov^ers to the last. 

"V. The plans and schemes which engaged his 
mind. 

" VI. The manner in which he prosecuted these 
plans. * 

" VII. The influence which^he exerted upon the 
world by his life,, character and actions." 

The above named topics were in the main judi- 
ciously selected, and well sustained : space cannot 
however, be -allowed for a complete outline of the dis- 
course. The brief sTietch here given will nevertheless 
serve to give some direction to the mind of the reader ; 
and by such facts as are supplied by these pages, in 
connexion perhaps with his own recollections of Mr. 
Mercer, he will 'be able to illustrate , each particular 
point for himself, and move on by a sure and convinc- 
ing process to the Conclusion, that when this servant 
of Christ yiej^ed to the summons of death, a great 
man indeed Jetl in/ our Israel. 
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CHAPTER XVI, 



Mr. ■ Mercer's jicrsonal appeafance. — Various traits of cliaracter <te- 
scribec). — Mr. Mercer in his social relations. — Character of his 
Tiimd and atlaiiiments.— His character as a preacher — His gift 
in prayer. — His piety. — His faults. — His great influence. 

- - , ■ ,. V 

The personaJ' appearance of Mr. Mercer was pofn- 
liarly interesting, well cakulated to arrest the atien- 
tioh of th# beholder, and fix a lasting impression on 
his mind. None who had once seen, him would be 
very likely to forget hiin. Most, of his surviving ac- 
quaintances have probably a more distinct recollection 
of his -appearance than of any other individual; such a 
recollection as would enable tbem, if familiar with 
the pencil, to exhibit on canvass a tolerably correct 
delineation of his whole person. In height he rose 
somewhat above the ordinary standard ;' in his younger 
days, as has already been notiocd, he was spare, but 
in his advanced years, when his health was gopd> he 
was irtoderately corpulent. Time had gradually re- 
moved the greater portion of his hair, leaving at last 
but a few, thin straight locks on the "sides and back 
part of his head, which still retained, however, their 
original dark brown color. His extreme baldness 
i-evealed to all the exact size and conformation of 
the citadel of his noble mind. . This conformation 
was very remarkable^ The ^horizonfal length of his 
headr from his eyebrows beick, was ^Bry great, whilst 
his forehead seetned to rise ujjward with a gently re- 
ceding slope even to the very crown, exhibiting a 
most striking development of what phrenologists terra 
the organs' of benevolence, veneration and firmness. 
His eye, which was of a'hazel color, and rather small 
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and deeply sunk, was clear and sparkling, and beamed 
with a sweet, mingled expression ot affection and in- 
telligence. He had a meek, kind and reverential 
Ipok ; and if he was not indeed a bewevolent, devoat 
and good man, then the human features never speak 
a distinct and intelfigible language. Most of the, time 
his countenance was considerably tamed downward, 
as^.though he was hal>itually impressed with a sense of 
the "ffi-vine presence; and a gentle bowing motion of 
the head, which was very often repe&,tedv might sug- 
geist to the tehoKer that he was making, as it were, 
reverential obeisance to his Maker. His movements 
were generally- calm, uniform, and deliberate, and 
marked with much of that Sweet and quiet gentleness, 
which we may supj)6se peculiarly distinguished that 
divine person of whom it was Scrid, "he shall not 
strive nor cry, neither shall ajjy man hear "his voice in 
the streets ; a bruised teed shall he not break, ami 
smoking flax shall he not qaench.'-' " » 

To strangers, he often appeared cold, uninteresting 
and dry, but an intimate acquaintance, could not fail to 
excite interest, and to render it apparent that he pos- 
sessed those refined and amiable qualities vyhich ren- 
dered him capable of tender, firm and lasting friendr 
ship. - He was constitutionally reser\'ed and tacitura, 
unable- readily to suggest topiCiS for rema,rk, and to 
gjve a direction 4:0 conversation ; on which account 
he often complaift^d that he was illy qualified!,to per- 
form properly the duties of a! pastor '|^ yet scarcely any 
subject could be introduced by others in regard to 
which he could not speak a word in season ; and when 
interested and roused he, would entertain a company 
with pertinent and instructive discourse, interspersed 
oftentimes with happy illustrations, and sparkling 
anecdotes. His first wife used sometime! isay, "if 
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you wish to get Mr. Mercer to talking, when he comes 
to see you, you must lay up some subjects, for him be- 
forehand :"— " I was in the habit of doing so," remark- 
ed one of his iatiirfate friends, " and would some- 

. times in this way drawrfrom him by my fireside the 
substance of two or three good sermons." ' 

He was a man of great transparency of character. 
What he appeared to be, he really was. He was a 
true Nathaniel, an Israelite indeed, guileless, simple, 
unaffected. He- ever proposed to himself wbrthy 
and noble epds, and by honest, open, straightforward 
means, labored, for their accomplishment, disdaining 

, all tortuous management and secret wire-pulling. , 

He was sparing of his praises in the presence of 
those he would commend, and the spirit of peevish 
fault-finding, and- bitter detraction, dwelt not in his 
bosom. ~ With^all his greatness and reputatioii, he was 
lowly and humble ; he sustained his hqnors with 
meekness ; knew how to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, to condescend to men of low estate, to render 
welcome to his presence and to his.dwelling, the most 
obscure individual. His modesty was conspicuous ; he 
sometimes appeared emban-assed from diffidence, es- 
pecially aiiaongst strangers ; and it was not uncom- 
mon for him to be distrustful -of his own judgment, 
and seek the counsel of those vyho would ever have 
esteemed it an honor -to sit as learners at his feet 

Though possessed of an eminently meek and gen- 
tle spirit, he was, nevertheless, a man of uncommon 
firmness, and of great moral courage. In matters of 
principle and conscience, he was immoveable as a 
rock; upon what, he deettied important and vital 
points, he was not afraid to proclaim his opinions, 
even if the whole vitorld was to be arrayed against 
him. Yet in matters of indifference, no one was more' 
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ready and cheerful in. yielding to tlie wishes of others, 
top generous and noble -to stickle in trifling matters, 
and to contend for contention sake. " He had not 
that kind of liberality" (to use the language of ano- 
ther) " which, though it might please men, disre- 
gards the injunctions of heaven, a liberality which 
narrows, lessens or attenuates the commands of the 
bible ; yet he was kind and courteous, and hospitable 
to all denomjriatians." 

From the calm and quiet manner in which Mr. 
Mercer prosecuted his duties, njany might suppose 
that he was deficient in force and energy of character. 
In certain modes of action, as has already been inti- 
mated, he was; in this respect, no douW, ejf celled by 
many. But a sunrey of the general, tenor of his life, 
of" his steady devotion to the great work to which he 
considered himself called of God, his- almost unex- 
ampled punctuality in piiesang on to his numerous 
appointments through heat and through cold, through 
wet and through Weariness, and the unwavering uni- 
formity with which he pursued aJl his purposes and 
duties, even under circumstances of discouragement 
and trial, will present to us a- character by no means 
defici^t in force and energy. Yet his energy was 
not that of the torrent which bears away with rapid 
and boisterous strength, dwellings, and woods, and 
fields J but' the 'gentle, yet effectual energy of the 
summer shower, which crumibles the dry and unyield- 
ing soil ; the noiseless and invisible |)rce of heat, 
which gradually vanquishes thfe stubborn rock, and 
the impenetrable steel. 

Mr. Mercer was a man of a remarkably tender 
spirit. His sympathetic nature enabled him most 
readily to enter into the griefs of -his brethren and 
friends ;. and with what a gentle^ engaging and pater- 
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nai manner he would mak& their burdens his own, 
very many can bear testimdmy. He often preached 
with' tears. A telider and affectionate exhibition of 
divine truth -by others, seldom failed' to engage his 
feelings, and to elicit some quiet and unobtrusive ex- 
pression of emotion. Was there",' on any occasion, a 
divine, and melting influence poured forth upon a 
corfgregation ; if Father Mercer was one of that cbn^- 
course, he might be' seen with his head bowed .gently 
and reverently forward, weeping with' the meek, un- 
affected simplicity of a little child. The incident no- 
ticed in- the. following" extract from a letter of Presi- 
dent Manly, may -serve as a-pleasatit illustration of this 
trait of his character. " I s&w Father Mercer but 
feldom. Once I saw him, (at Eatonton, in the spring 
of 1824,) in an aspect which I miist relate, as it illus- 
trates the simple piety a,nd tenderness of his heart. 
It was' on a Suhdajr of the meeting of the Georgia 
Convention. Brother S'. and I were to preach. Bro- 
thei: Mercer sat in the pulpit with us. S. got up, and 
in his quaint way surveyed the assembly (a very large 
one) with several glances, and opened just in this 
way. ' "Where shall we 'obtain bread to feed so great 
a multitude 1 as foi* my part, I am unprovided' aiid 
penniless; Taut there is a lad here,' turning round 
and putting his hand" on my head as I leaned forward 
in the pulpit, ' vvho has five barley loaves and two Jit- 
tle fishes, which, with the presence and blessing of 
Jesus, shall constitute a feast.' This well nigh upset 
me. But it drove me to prayer. The Lord loosed 
my own mind, and unlocked the fountains of tears, so 
that it w'as computed that through a gi-eatpart of the 
discourse,-there was an average of at least five hun- 
dred persons continually bathed in tears. There was 
nothing in all this Bochiin^ that to me, was so affecting 
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as when I turned round and saw ?lhe sympathetic 
Btreams coursing swiftly down the fuiTowe^ cheeks of 
Father Mercer." . ' ' ' ':rf?i 

The following incident is furnished by President 
Sherwoodw " When, the Convention was organized 
at Eowelton, in June, 1822, one of the ministers roiad 
a sermon, I think from ' Prepare ye the way of the 

.Ljdrd,' in whieh he pbrtralyed the'evjls of sectional 
feelings, and need of a more extended acqflaintance, 
suchas the organization of the Convention was de- 

, signed to promote. Mr. Mercer closed the exercises 
by an approving exhortation and weeping, prayer,and 
in-allusion to, the plain truths touching the divisions 
and petty jealousies which .had contributed to block 
up 'the way of the Lord,^ he made hearty confession 
of-sin in this respect for himself and brethren, and 
observed with stifled emotion, 'hast thou.foundus 
out, O our enemy ! ;hast"thou seen the evils that exist 
aifiiongus!' The whole assembly were melted into 
tears, and his prayer seemed to do more good, than 
^hejsermon." 

Aftother incident may be appropriately related in 
this connexion. "A case of 'discipline with the Rev, 
Thomas Rho'^es, was the source of great giief and 
affliction. He had,swer\'ed from the path of recti- 
tude, and, several of his brethren were endeavoripg 
to, bring hirfi to see his error ; and though he would, 
frequently make acknowledgments, his subsequent 
conduct impaired confidence, and opened afresh fhe 
wound that had been partially healed; '^^'Mr. Rhodes 
was an interesting and popular preacher. He had 
travelled much with Mr. Mercer, and their affection 
was strong foi: each other, like that of David arid Jon- 
athan; this made the trial severer. At meetings for 
healing the breaches which Mr. Rhodes had mad^. 
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* . ' 

Mr, Mercer has been seen to burst out into a'flood of 

tears, and weep like a child over his wandering 
brother."* In the various doftiestic aiid social rela- 
tions, he stood forth as a model of uncommon beauty 
and/excell^nce.v Why need we -speak of his obliging 
kindness as a neighbor, his.sineerifiy and firmness as a 
friend, his fidelity atid affSction as a brother, his in- 
tegrity, and truly christian patridtism, as a citjzen ? 

Who better understood' the duiaes of^a husband 1 
These duties lieMiScharged with a prompt fidelity, 
engaging tenderness, and unweaieied constancy, wor- 
thy of all • praise.. It, w.as truly delightful to notice 
with what a kind voice and affectionate' look he would 
respond to the assiducius attentions of his devoted 
companion, and with what^ "patience, sympathy and 
carefulness, l|e would minister to h^rin all' her af- 
flictions. -4 

As a master, his example deserves to -be, recoided 
in deep lines upon a tablet of" gold-, and suspended in 
every habitation. He treated his- servants (of which 
he had but a few) with the most judicious considera- 
tion and the greatest humanity ; He held them in the 
light, not of inanimate 'goods and chattels; but of hu- 
man, rational, immortal beings. Their spiritual wants 
ever, lay upon his heart. When -speaking of their 
condition as needy, ruined sinners, he wpuld often 
shed tears ; often would he, with great concern, en- 
treat the pi ayers of his brethren in their behalf; arid 
when any of them manifested anxiety in relation to 
the ,salvarion- of their, souls, . it gave him the most sin- 
cere pleasure. Every morning and evening was thfeir 
attendati.ce required at family worship; and what 



* Sherwood's sketch of the life of Mr. Mercer, in the Baptist 
Mi'morial. 

IS* 
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may seem rather singular to. many, he bad the atttho- 
rity and address to^secure without noise or severity, a 
uniform compliE^nce with this .regulation. The writer 
well- remembers with what concern he once beard 
him speak of the death of one of his domestics ; and 
with what, christian -Jiropriety and tenderness he 
quoted, in connexion, thef passage from Proverbs, 
" He^ that ({diedtely hringefk up Tiis servant from a . 
child,, shall have him to hecqme his son at the length" 
With reference to the game event, be thus vyrites 
to an ititimate christiEirL friendf ;_ " The Lprd bas' made 
abreadb on. us ! It faj.1^ witb considerable \yeigbt pn 
us, as ,it not only deprives us of a great benefit, bnt 
of the most d^r inmate of our bouse. Our little 
house girl, Mary, is now a corpse in our. house; sud- 
denly and" violently taken away by congestive- fever. 
She was so. intimately corrected with us and our hap- 
piness, that .\Ye feel it almost as the loss of a ^daughter. 
But .the thought of our loss is nothing to tbe fear of 
tbe,< loss of her soul!. Mary was a fine girl, -brisk, 
willing and sensible, (so that her place will be hard 
to fill,). but she was a sinner, a pooi>little tying, thiev- 
ish, sinner, and sh^.is gone (so. far as we can tell) in 
impenitence! For two days her speech failed her, 
so that we could understand nQthing from her. But 
it is the Lord's doing and we must submit." In ac- 
cordance wifli Mr. Mercer's request, brother Wm. H. 
Stokes preached, a funeral sermon to- the colored peo- 
ple, at the grave ; and in some remarks which be 
himself made, be said with much feeling, " J am 
afraid, my servant^, that' you will go to hell !" On 
the Lord's day following, he preached a discourse 
which might be regarded as a kind of funeral sermon, 
with sorrow and tears often referring to the death of 
his servant. 
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Such a'riiaster'' would be likely to, enjoy tLe confi- 
dence and affection of his* servants. " They loved 
him and venerated him," (says a friend that for many 
years,- vyas almosi daily at his house,) " not-only as a 
master, but as; a father. * * As an instance of that 
kind feeling which was cherished by all, his servants, 
I- will just mention the conduct of old Manuel, a few 
days after his death. This' old servant, it is well 
known, aceofapahied His master after his last- mar- 
riage, .everywhere he went. The first time I met 
him after the death of l?is master, it seemied as if by 
tffe powet-of association, th« scenes .and incidents of 
-past' days came afresh, to his mind, and in the Mn- 
guage of the 'deepest sorrow and affection, he ex- 
claimed, ■' whatshall I do now ? 'old master (and here 
he faltered) is.no mofe/ ' "- ;_^ ■ • ' 

"Of Father Mercer's- manner in his own house," 
(remarks" the sanie brotbter,) "it may be said of a 
truth, that he esthibited" all the attributes of true great- 
ness in J)erfect simplicity. There was nothing foi^'&id- 
dlng about him,. no assumed dignity. Uniformly kind', 
always pleasant, sometimes -particularly so,..especially 
if the conversation "turhed upon religious 'subjects, or 
upon the success of the gospel at home or-abroad. ,It 
is true that' sornetimes^rom' long application to busi- 
ness, he wbuld; seem a little dull, .but let some qiJes-* 
tions relating to the doctrines or duties of Christianity 
be introduced, and all was animation, allwas cheer-, 
fulness and life." 

"Order appears to have been the watchword with 
this, good man. Not only was there order in his 
thoughts, but in all his conduct." Order and system ■ 
reigned|in his "household-. Although much of this^' 
was to be attributed tp the e'Xcellent management of 
his wife, yet ,it was plain' that every thing around bore ' 
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more or. less of the im^ess of. tlie patriarchial head. 
He did not, as sepms tote the case with many, re- 
verse the laws of nature and convert day into- night, 
and night into day ; he rose early,' atld -gave \he day 
to its appropnate employment ; and retired at a^rea- 
spnable houT, and gave the night to repose. It would 
always require a ve?:y, urgent necessity to induce him, 
either at home or abroad, to depart from this rule. 
He gathered his family together at an early hour for 
wbrship, requiripg all secular ;hHsihess to tarry till 
God' was thus honored ; and seldom delaying the time 
for the accommodation of lingering guests. . ShouM 
they happen to be .late, some ^kind, reproving hint 
would be very likely to remind tbem that he expected 
his visiters to conform to the rules of the family. 

After his settlement at WaishingtiMjj his bouse was, 
the frequent resort of his numerous, christian acquaint- 
ances ; and many pious strangers, attracted by the sa- 
vory influence of his good name, would search out 
his dwelling to gain at least a hasty iotervievy with 
this revered FathET' in'^.jsrael. These friends and 
strangers will long remember the unaffected kindness 
and hospitality, with which they were" welcomed, to his 
fireside, feeling that his home was a much honored 
spot, and thankful that they were there permittied to 
listen to his voice arid receive his blessing. 

In -the management of his pecuniary affairs, he dis- 
played much ability -and judgment. J?rom a very 
slender beginning, and a' moderate income in subset 
quent years, h^e waa enabled,, by economy and pru- 
dence, to accumulate, previous to the time of his 
second marriage, a comfortable estate. At that time, 
as has been already noticed, he received a large in- 
crease to his possessions; yet' even then they diij not- 
transcend his financial ability. Hje no longer, liow- 
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ever, aimed at acbuinulation, generally appropriating 
his entire income-, beyond his necessary exp.enses, to 
the cause of benevolence. Though n6w in affluence, 
he was still economical, carefdlly -avoiding all need-^ 
less n¥^8te. Hf,,also avoided with no l6ss care, the 
contracting of perplexing debts ;, aiming at great punc- 
tuality and exactness in meetilig his engagements, fhus 
leaving it in the jtower of none to say, as he utged 
upion 'others the duty of promptness, fidelity, and hon- 
esty in relation to pecuniary'pledges, (which he often 
did-,) "physician, heal thyself." , . ■ 

' It-.is hardly necessary to repeat what has so often 
passed in review before the reader of the preceding 
pages, that he posses^d a njind of high orden Clear- 
ness,^ strength, and origijaality, were its peculiar fea- 
tures. His powers of analysis were remarkaolej giv- 
ing him an pasy and rapid mastery over intricate and' 
perplexing subjects.; whilst in ■ comparison and illus.: 
tratiou he was hardly less distinguished. The c6m- 
mon place occurrences of life, and familiar scenes in 
nature around,* cast into his observing and tenacious 
mind a thousand similies, -which with an aptness and 
simplicity peculia^.,to himself, he would scatter through 
his discourses like burning gems: and glittering arrows, 
to give brightness, and point, and .power,' to the great 
truths of the gospel of, Christ. Even a coarse and 
spmev^hat forbidding figure would sometimes, be 
brought up; yot woujd he vvjeld it 'in a manner so 
_ dexterous and engaging, that it would seem to lose 
its repulsive. aspect, chimein as apparently the f ttest 
illustration that could be used, and leave no other im- 
pression upon the mind but. thafe. pf complacency and 
delight. 

■^or a few sperimens- of Mr. Mercer's figurative illustrations, 
sec appendix, A. 
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There wals something in the intellectual efforts of 
Mr. Mercer, particularly in the pujpit, that seemed 
almost invariably to arrest'the attention of men of im- 
proved and elevated minds,* and this^anay be regarded 
as a striking evidence of his ov^n real ,greathess,' A 
great mind is more naturally im^r^ss^d with intel- 
lecfepial ^superiority than minds of an inferior order; 
and is the only adequate judge of its* real dimensions. 
A person of very- ordinary intellect might judge ano- 
ther to be a great man, because upon some pointshe 
is superior to himself; whilst another of Vfistly higher 
rneHtal. stature than the first, might seem in his view 
to have scarcely any higher claims to greatness. He 

*' I always teel,"' saiil an individual- of strong discerning .mind, 
" that when I hear the communications of Brother MerceK, I am 
listening to a wise man." — A yoinig lady in. company once spoke 
disparagingly of a sermon which she had just heard from Mr. Mer- 
cer; having confined her altenidn, it is presumed, rather to the 
manner of the speaker thaS:^ the substance of the' discourse : a , 
gentleman present, one of the most distinguished lawyers and states- 
ipen in the countl-y, who happened to hear the same sermon, ob-- 
served, that he had seldom listened to a-more logical and sensible 
discoiirse.-^ThQ following circumstance was related to the writer 
' by a venerable and intelligent brother in South Carolina some twenty 
years ago. During one of Mr> Mercer's journeys through S. C. 
when he was-qi^e young in the ministry, he happened to fall in 
company with several eminent clergymen at Camden, who it seems 
had visited the place at a time when some public ot^casi^n had 
brought' together a large nuinber of distinguished citizens. Dr. 
Flynn, a celebrated clergyman of the .Presbyterian denomination,' 
Di^ SStaughton, then a young man, and perhaps the elder Gano, with 
one or two others of equal distinction, were some qf jhe ministers 
who in'their turn were called on to address the congregations that 
assembled from day to day. Mr. Mercer also preached ; and his 
clear, masterly exhibition of divine truth, satisfied all present that ho 
was no ordinary man. Xliough the otheM were more admired for 
the elegance of theirlahgunge and the' gracefulness of their manner, 
yet the general impression left on .the minds of thte people seemed to 
be, that Jesse Merger ^as the great man. 
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seepjs like a person standing ^t the_ foot of two con- 
tiguous trees of yery linequal-beiglit, who, by looking 
direetly lipwards, cannot -judge correctly either of 
their real or comparative elevation. But a person 
who, by the exalted. character of his mind, is compelled 
to look downward in forining an estimate of the great 
mass of mankind, is at Once struck, with those; who 
rise above iflie dommou level, andcontemplating them, 
as it were, in a natural, direct, -arid horizontal^line, can 
easily judge^ of their comparative altitude. Very fe^ 
men, in tEiking;the naeasure of Mi*. Mercer's intellect- 
ual power, have ever felt that they were compelled to 
look downward'. Indepd, it is- evident that he pos- 
sessed a mind of that fcrder which would have given 
liirti a bright and- solid reputation,,; in almogt any im- 
portant pursuit upon which he might have, concen- 
trated its energies. As fi financier he would have had 
few equals ; as a jurist* he would have been, disciim- 

* Upon the death of Gnv. Rabun, Mr. Mercer was prevailed on 
to take charge oF. ati estate, upon which the former had partittlly 
administered. A question of law and justice- arose, in which he_dif- 
^fered. from the previougly expressed opinion of Gov. Rabun, and,' 
nearly, every legal adviser that had been consulted. At length it ; 
was .agreed, that the question s^uld be. argued in court. -Judge 
Dooly -presided. Mr. .Mercer employed no counsel, but managed 
the case himself. In his opening-remarks ^e obscEved th'at.h^ pro'- 
fessed not to know mucl^ of lhe/ffl?o, but ho thought he understood 
something of the principles of ^mmon-jusi^ce. ^.As he .progressed 
in his argutpfent, he was listened to with respectful attention by ihe^ 
court arid bar. The case being nrguedv sujliciently on 'bbtli. sides, it 
v,-as left in the hands of (he judge, who found it one of so much dif- 
ficulty, that he v^s some twelve, months in making up his opinion. 
This was at last adverse to the opinion of Mr; Mercer. Mr. M., 
in accordance with the decree of-:court, turned over certain property 
without th^ banS and secunly, which he had all, along contended 
was just and proper, and as he* expected, it 'was soon'squandered. 
It seemed -that he had common sense and justiee on his side, but the"^ 

capricious law, and hoary precedents, .weyc decided to be against 
u- T * - =■ 

Dim. I ' 
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inating anil profound-; as a statesman, lie would have 
taken an hdnorable station amongst the, Shermans, tlie.. 
Macons, and the Crawfords of the land. ' 

Mr. Mercer was not an extensive reader ; nor was 
he learned, in the ordinary acceptation of that phrase. 
To an acquaintance -with polite literature he anade no 
pretensions. His early,, though partial academic 
course, introduced him to, some acquaintance with 
Latin and Greek, an acquaintance however which he 
never advanced to any considerably extent in futiire 
life. "His library," says an intimate^ friend, "was 
not extensive but select.. , His books Were not so much 
his glides as his attendants in the pursuit of know- 
ledge 5 he used them principally for the puipose 'of 
reference: The Bible with him was first and last. 
He generally kept lying by him bn his desk a plain 
copy, without note or comment ; this he read, and this 
he sfitdied. - 

" Of whati? styled Biblical Criticism," (continues the 
writer,) " he knew comparatively little ; yet he could," 
with the help of Parkhurst, make out a comment upon 
certain passages in the Greek Testament with sur- 
prising accuracy. His principal canon, hovvever, was 
to compare scripture with scripture. He always read 
slowly, and -reflected' profoundly upon what he read. 
His great 'ititellectual strength, I conceive, was owing 
to this habit of reflection. By this the relations of 
things and events Were traced out, and^^no matter iow 
latent some of these relations, they were distinctly 
seen, apd in his public exercises, brought .out to ppen 
day. * * * i^'^ 

"In the composition of sermon's. Father Mercer 
madejDut little use of paper. Very rarely did he pre- 
pare skeletons, and when h'e did, they were ^exceed- 
ingly brief. , He simply marked the heads or principal 
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topics of his discourses, and tlie quotations which ho 
intended to introd^iee.- The fact is/he couM not write 
as he could" speak. To fhe latter he was trained in 
his^wn peculiar W9,y, to the former he had no train- 
ing- at all; The most of his sermons were noted in 
his mind," by his favorite mode of reflection. Some 
of the very, best lever heai;d him preach, were made 
up in his carriage as Ke rode along, without pen, ink, 
or paper, or even -a" "Bible." - ., 

I-n his preparations for the pulpit, hg was in the 
habit of stiidj4iig subjects, more frequently than texts. 
He would, fix- upbti .some tSeme which he deeriied 
important to presentto his people, and the'n arrange 
inhis rriijid such argiilhents as he^could gather fr»m 
the scriptures and other sources. This- being done, 
he did not find ■ it difficult to fix upon a text which 
would- serve as an appropriate motto, and' to which 
he could easily give sufficient prominence in the body 
of his discourse. The practice of studying subjects, 
rather 'than- texts, he recommended ^o other ministers. 

It was otie- of the most interesting features in the 
intellectual operations of Mr.. Mercer, that he took 
plain, strong, 'comfnon-seiife views of almost every 
, subject that engageji his attention. He had not a very 
lively imagination, but what he did possess seemed to 
.be under the complete control of his- well-balanced 
judgment. The fancifid, the visionary, the extrava- 
gant had no charijis for him. His aim was simple, 
unadulterated truth ; and this he sought in a direct and 
natural way., '^ He had the rare faculty of -looking at 
things as they are, and of . presenting them in their, 
native reality, in their ovm simple and undistorted 
proportions to the view of others. If he presented at 
any time vieVvs that were nev( ftnd original, (and vyho 
so often exhibited such things J it was^, still evident 
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that his common sense had gone down yvith him into 
the mines of thought. He brought up-solid and pre-; 
ciousjhings which others had not seen before, yet they 
were still the' gems of truth ; if they were new, they 
were still natural ; if they were original, they were 
still realities. ' The process would often seeni so easy 
that the child would wonder it had not done the same 
thing before ; the gems so; bright and; truthful, that it 
would seem strange they had remained hid so long. 

■Long will Jesse Mercer be held in honorable esti- 
iHation, as one that was a truly able, pious, instructive 
and powerful minister of "the glorious^ospel of the 
blessed God." Indeed it was in this character that he 
wa^ contemplq,ted ^th most interest when livirig ; and 
it is in this charafcter that he will stand foTth niost pro- 
minent" in those recollectigh& which are permanently to 
survive him.. The impression virhichhis preaching made 
upon the mind of a distinguished minister of the gos- 
pel, (Rev. W. B. Johnson of S. C.) whose discriminating 
powers, arid extensive range of observation amongst 
men, especially ministers of the Grospel, entitle his 
opinions to great weight, was no doubt the impression 
left upon the minds of many others.- "Having been 
with Br. Mercer," he remarks in a letter to the bio- 
grapher, "at public meetings mostly,"! had not an op- 
pdrtunity of forming a fuU estimate of him only as a 
preacher. In that character he was to me the most 
interesting man that I ever.heard without exception.'' 
The views of President Manly, (a brother similarly 
qualified to judge of solid, merit,) who was permitted 
occasionally to listen to his pulpit exhibitions, are of 
the same import, though he has expressed them a little 
more fully. - 

" There was so much,'" says he in a letter to the 
writer, " tha^ was good and great about him, and his 
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powers seemed to be so well "balanced, that hewas 
remarkable perhaps- more for |the contemperament 
of a multitude of excellencies,, than for a few promi- 
nent or shining, traits. '^ 

" To feel his greatness,'' (continues Mr. M.) " jt was 
necessary to have heard-himpreacU under Jiappy eir- 
^cumstances. At qther times he was characterized by 
a solid, judiciousness inii^-'he did or said', sanctified 
by a sirhple, fervent piety." But in Ms happy moments 
o? preaehing^, he would ^ouse and enchain the atten- 
tion of refleeting jninds beyond any minister I have 
ever h^ard. At such titties, his vieWB^were vast, pro- 
found, original, striking, absorbing, in 'the highest de- 
gree; while his language, though .J?imp]e, was so terse 
and pithy^.so pruned, consolidated and suited to be- 
come tjie vehicle of the dense -mass of his thoughts, 
that it required, no ordinary 'effort of a well trained 
mind to take in all that he said. I well remember a 
circumstanc,e illustrative of what 1 say^ At a meeting 
of the S. C. Baptist State Convention held at Edge- 
field C. H., (probably iff 182.3,) father Mercer preach-^ 
ed preparatory to communion on Sunday, and Dr. 
Furman^ was one of his hearers. His text was, ' For 
if the blood of bulls and o£ goats and' the "ashes of an 
heifer sprinkliirg the unclean, sanctifieth to the puri- 
fying of the flesh ; how much- more shall" the blood of 
Christ, who,' through the eternal Spirjt offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your consciences .from 
dead works to serve t(ie living God.' It was one of 
his happy times ; and after a few of his honest shrugs, 
and workings of his npck and shoulders, as if to, push 
his huge frame into his armor, he ^ot fairly under 
■way. Dr. Furrtian sat next me in the congregation. 
Although much absoi'bed myself, I -could but notice 
that the Doctor, (whose unconscious and inordinate us©, 
of snuff, -when excited and engaged was remarkable,) 
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passed his hand to his pocket with singular celerity 
and frequency. At length, as the subject advanced 
and the interest deepened, the snuff box returned no 
more to the pocket, but remained open on his knee ; 
while the thumb and fipger plied incessantly and full- 
freighted between it and his nose. Father , Mercer 
was now^ reasoning out; by overpowering argunaeiit)* 
the position, -that the divinity of Jesus Christ is neces- 
sary to his atonement ; and when he announced the 
conclusion, proved and- clear, the venerable saint, 
Dr. F. brought his hand down "violently on his knee, 
exclaiming audiJbly, ' what an impirrtant thought P " 

There was but little in Mr. Mercer's manner in 
the pulpit, which wtiuld come up to the exact and re- 
fined rules of oratory. His voice vyas not particu- 
larly strong nor . distinguished for its compass and 
melody. When 'oversti-ained, as was sometimes -the 
case, it had a shattered sound, and now and then, 
when the speaker .became Somewhat affected, it'would 
glide off into a peculiar tone. His gesticulatioii«*was 
rather clumsy, and, the fastidioiis might find fault with 
the J occasional shiugging of his shoulders, and t^e 
side- way motion of the head which was so peculiar ^* 
himself; but after all, his appearance in the desk was 
far from being uninteresting. The fair and comely 
baldness of his" head, his venerable mien, his portly 
frame, his countenance clothed with meekness, be- 
nevolence, intelligence and devotion, • rendered him 
an object of peculiar interest, and respect, wherever 
he stood forth 

'* To negotiate between God andTnan, 
As God's ambassador, the grand concerns 
Of judgment and of mercy." 

To those who had been long accustomed to the 
ministry of Mr. Mercer, those peculiarities of his 
manner which criticism might condemn, assumed a- 
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comely aspect-; they- seemed to be so essisutially' a 
part of the man, so necessary as it were, to his perso- 
nal identity, tliat theii; coiT^ction would rather have 
been "piiinful, jind left-upoh the min<l-what Would-. haV-e. 
beea regarded as a defective and mutilated imag^ of ■ 
their venerated friend. . 

' '.' His discourses," (to use tljg correct and able de- 
lineation of another,*) "th'Ough not constructed. upon 
the Bcientiflc rules of comppsition, were of a high 
order. His representations of divine truth possessed 
great moral power. Whilst he seemed untrammelled 
iby the laws of critipism, he violated riot the prineiple® 
of true tasta,' His sermons were, for the iaost. part, 
doctrinal, . yet -always tending to -practical results. 
His language had eS noble bearing which . made it a 
suitable vehicle oi his noble thoughts." The accuratp 
principles, of sound, logic ran, through his perform- 
ances,. though its .forms were not. at all times visible. 
Ungodly men of cultivated' minds listened to his ser- 
mons as to an intellectual treait. Religious men en- 
joyed them as affording a spiritual {ea,st, as well as an 
intellectual treat. To the graces of oratory, Mr. Mer- 
cer made no pretensions, but there was an unction 
from the Holy One, that breathed from his spirit, and 
beamed from, his sweet and heavenly ' eye, that en- 
chained and animated the hearer, and thus more than 
supplied,the absence of oratofieal grace." 

"Mr. Mercer never preached without method, yet 
lie Seldom announced beforehand the arrangement of 
his Sermons. As he advanced, his plan was gradually 
and clearly unfolded, well based upon .the text, and 
happily connected and proportioned in its various 
pai'tB. As the natural consequence of his general 

• Brother W.'B. Juhnson,-in the Southern Bapiist AJvocale. 
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method of preparing for the pulpit, (that is, of study'^ 
ing subjects rather than texts,) he would most fre: 
quently lay. down some general doctrine or princi- 
ple as naturally deduciljle from his text, and then 
proceed to illustrate it by strong and well defined, aT- 
guments; occasionally, however, he would, fall into 
the expository mode and follow out the leading ideas 
and clauses of , the passage before bfm, in a kind of 
extended comment. His, discourses were generally 
of a moderate , length, varying from forty miputes to 
an^ hour. Seldom did he preach his hearers into a 
listless franie. Most generally would he leave them, 
(particularly on special subjects and important occa- 
sions,) regretting that he had not continued longer, 
and more especially, as it was so evident from what 
he had said, that the fountain "of argument and illus- 
tration in his richly furnished mind was still deep, and 
une,xhausted. When excited and moving on through 
his subject with his full force, he seemed like a huge 
rock forcing its way through the compressed sides of 
a mountain chasm ; he would not only clear away all 
the diflB.culties in his, main track,- but by the. friction of 
his.great mind, strike out thoughts upon incidental and 
collateral subjects, of much power and brightness, and 
which would supply the minds of the auditors with rich 
themes for after reflection. His power of amplifica- 
tion was not great ; his words did not often flow down 
upon the peoplie in a rushing torrent, but rather fell 
like" a shower of m^siv'e golden fipples. He never 
encumbered Kis topics with useless verbiage ,and vain 
repetitions : his languElge was plain, simple, appropri- 
ate and uncommonly compressed, each word seeming 
to occupy a suitable and important, place, like . a well- 
squared brick in a piece of solid masonry. 

That peculiar feature of his mind which has al- 
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ready been so often alluded ft), was very conspicuous 
in his pulpit eftbrts. |Ie was, without controversy, 
one of the most' original pre&chers of the age» His 
manner and his thouights were in a peculiar sense his 
own ; as h9,s Ijeeij well observed by another, " he 
tried to imitate no one, nor could anyone imitate him 
with success." He had a suitable respect for the 
opinions of judiciouse^positors of, the word pf G-od ; 
yet in the spirit of christian honesty and indepen- 
dence he dared to differ, if need be-, from any or- from 
all, tjiinking d^pplyfor timselfj and -making every ar- 
gument that he, employed; pass through the alenibic of 
his own mind. Few preachers in our country, of any 
denomination, have, through the uniform course of 
their ministry, brought into their discourses an equal 
amount of valuable and entertaining thought that 
might be regarded as the peculiar fruit of their own 
mental efforts. : . ^ 

To form a full estimate of Mr. Mercer's ability and 
worth as a preacher, it was necessary to have heard 
him often, and under various and dissimilar circum- 
stances. There are sonie ministers who, on particu- 
lar occasions and on special subjects, yyith ample time 
for preparation, will rise tb an unusual- elevation ; 
when the average tenor of their- discourses exhibits 
but little more than monotonous tameness- and stinted 
mediocrity. Like a little 'stream, when swollen by, a 
sudden shotyer, they will sometimes dash and roar;? 
and like that stream, their 'ordinary flow is confined 
to a very shallow and narrow channel. Not so Mr. 
Mercer. His course Was deep and wide. His, preach- 
ing embraced a larg-e scope of religious . instruction, 
and exhibited a richness and variety quite above the 
common, average. Long study and deep reflection 
had made him familiarwith the great system of di- 
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vine truth,, and fixieclj,in hi^ liiipd innumerable scrip- 
ture phrases and Olustrations; whilst bis regular and 
well-ordered habits of thought gave him, especiajly 
when roused, gi^eat . command icf^ his . valuable re- 
sources. The word of Christ, dwelt in him, indeed 
ri^chly in all wisdom ; and as a workman that needeth 
not to -be askatped,' he was eminently qualified to di- 
vide out. that word, its doctzanes ^nd its &:ies, its 
promises and its threatenings, its propjietic virions 
land its historical details,. giving to every one his -por- 
tion in due season. Many persons who had heard 
, much of. this eminent preacher, might, Tipon hearing 
him the first, the second and even' the thirij; time, ex- 
perience a feeling of disappoiritrnent ; but it would 
be -like the disappoinDnent of .the' traveller, who, for 
the first time, approaches 'the Mississippi,- and. hap- 
pens to strike the stream at a point wtere the jutting 
banjcg and th.e irnpendiflg forests hide half its current' 
from the sight, "Is this the Father of Waters?" he 
might almost unconsciously exclaim ; but a few hours 
journey along' the 'banks would remov.e the.sense of 
disappointment, and leave him satisfied that common 
fame had not exaggerated this natural wonder. So a 
sufficient acquaintance vyith Mr. ^MLercer would gene- 
rally change disappointment into .admiration, and jus- 
tify the long established estimate which the public at 
large had placed upon his preaching. 

Thougti he was judicious and entertaining upon al- 
most evety script,uxal theme and felt it his duty to 
declare the lohole counsel of God, yet-there were some 
svjbjects upoH which he dwelt with more frequency ' 
than others, aiid which afforded delightful scope for- 
his peculiar -powers. He delighted in contemplating 
the gospel as a scheme which honored God an§, abased 
the creature. Upon Hbe majesty of the law, the ex- 



JESSE' MERCER. .^ 4|.7 

ceeding sinfulness of sin, the amazing ofeligations of 
the sinner, and ^his totg,! inability to rescue himself 
from bis rjainea anjl guilty state ; the infinite virtue 
of the atonement, the uncontrolled sovereignty and 
glorious efficiency of divine grace, he was truly great. 
The cross-of Christ was the fixed luminous- centre 
of all his preaching. Planting his feet on Calvary as 
their immoveable resting place, he ppinted his hearers 
bacC tothe ancieflt and infi-ustrable designs of mercy, 
never afraid of the words, eternal, and before the foun- 
dation of the world ; theij traced out in a manner most 
clear and instructive ■ the gradual developments of 
that mercy in the shadows of the Mosaic dispfensatian ; 
then gazing at the hallowed ground on which he stood, 
with a flowing eye, and a full hejart, and his noble 
powers roused to their full strength, would he por- 
tray with unecfualled power, the "fulfilment of type and 
prophecy and etem?il counsel in the infinitely merito- 
rious sufferings of the Son of God ; thence would he 
advance to unfold the applicatipii of those sufferings 
in the subjugation of the. sinner's heart by the word 
and the Spirit, his complete justification" beffltre God 
by the imputed righteousness of Christ, and the grand, 
certain and eternal results connected with faith in the 
Lord Jesus Qirist. This was the general scope, the 
unvarying ^bstance.of his preaching. He.di4. not of 
cotirse unfojd the whole system in any single discourse ; 
but enough of it in every sermon, either in a doctrinal 
or practical foiTQ, to shovv to' wh^school of theology 
he belonged. If he went off in his'discussions to illus- 
trate the various dependent and collateral -theme% of 
the gospel, (andthis he often did,) the line of his argu- 
ment was firmly bound to the great cardinal truths 
embraced in this system ; he took not a single step in 
any directipn in which he did not. distinctly feel the 
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drawing of the strong cehtre, arid in which all other 
attentive minds could riot feel the drawing. He was 
indeed emihently a gospel preacher. "How is Mr. 
Mercer?" said Dr. Staughton, to a gentleman from 
Georgia. "Well," was the answer. "He exerts great 
influence in that state," continued Dr. S. " His word 
is law" replied the other. /" I am sure," _said the 
Dgctdr, " it is gospel." And this, it may be safely said, 
Tvould be the testimony of every intelligent, sound, 
and 'evangelical hearer. 

Mr. Mercer's discourses generally made a distinct as 
well as lasting impression on the mind. They had form, 
weight, and tangibility. They were not like -those 
smooth, pretty, impalpable, and evanescent things ■ 
sometimes called sermons, which glide away vyithout 
leaving any valuable impression upon the heart, or 
sentiment in the mind; "but so to speak, they were 
well furnished with hooks and handles by yvhich the 
people could take hold of them, and convert them to 
some^'lasting advantage. The noble fragments of ma- 
ny a sermon preached .twenty, thirty, and forfy years 
ago, are still floating in the memories of the people. 
There are some of our aged brethren whose minds 
recur with deep interest to a meeting of- the Georgia 
Association, held long ago at Shiloh, whien on Monday 
evening he delighted, melted, and enchained a con- 
gregation of three thousand or more, in delineating 
from" a passage in the l2th chapter of Revelation,„the 
trials and triumphs of the christian church. Amongst 
other things, the amazing power which the speaker 
gave to a short quotation from^the Song of Solomon, 
in illltstrating the oneness of the true church, is remem- 
' bered with indelible distinctness— ^Aere are .threescore 
queens, and fourscore concubines, and virgins without 
number : My dove, my vndefiled is but ONE. The 
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impression made by a discourse at Bethesda, on the 
, ten Commandments, which was listened to by a crowd- 
ed assembly, is not yet forgottefn : many intelligent 
professional men ■yvere present, and expressed at the 
close their astonishinent at the profound knbwiedge 
which the speaker exhibited of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of law. His discourse at Washington, many 
years ago, on the Covenant, was a memorable effort : 
several of opposing sentiments, knowing what Tvas to 
be the subject of discussion, carried with them their 
ink and paper to take notes of the sermon :— in the 
conclusion it was admitted that if he had not proved 
his doctS-ine, he had come nearer doing it, than had 
ever been done before. His sermon on Ezekiel's 
valley of dry bones, is still visile in the minds of some 
<jf his aged.hearers ; and also another from that sub- 
lime text. Seek Him that maheth ike seven Stars and 
Orion. — Will the writer be pardoned for introducing 
in this connexion, in as brief a manner as possible, 
•some of his own recollections of one of Mr. Mercer's 
isublinie and noble efforts. 'He remembers hearing 
him preach at the meeting of the Savannah River As- 
sociation at Barnwell Court House, South Carolina, in 
1824. '*; yh^text was a part of the 25th verse of the 
1st chapter 1st Corinthians : " The weakness of God 
is stronger than men." It was a passage .admirably 
suited to the peculiar genius of the preacher ; his mind 
happened at the time to be remarkably free and un- 
ibeclouded,^ whilst the feelii^gs of his heart were in a 
-very tender, devout, and propitious tfame. He first 
dllustf atfed what he supposed miglit be understood by 
the weakness of God : this he considered as referring 
naainly to the despised Gospel' of a crucified Redeem^ 
er. He next considered in what the strength of men 
might be said' to consist; foi-, said he, " the text seems 
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.to imply that men have some kind of strength, witft 
which the weakness of God is brought into conflict." 
He here enlarged,' in a manner most powerful and 
convincing, upon the pride, ignorance, and deep-seated 
corruption of the humani heart. He then proceeded 
to show hov/, by weak and^ insignificant means, the 
liord thwarted the vain and proud designs of man, 
and how, especially by the appjication .of gospel truth 
by the Spirit of God, the stubborn and rebellious heart 
war effectually and Savingly subdued. It was a mas- 
terly effort of the human niind. His track was as clear 
as the noon. His- simple and energetic language, his 
apt illustrations, and. his invincible reasoning, render- 
ed every thing visible. The audience' could but have 
felt that ^ey were in the hands of a master spirit, or 
rather in the hands of a glorious and almighty Sove- 
reign, whose power was portrayed with such pungent 
and heart-searching strokes; and whilst. their minds 
were led captive by the matchless argument, "their 
feelings were evidently much affected by the holy fer- 
vor, the tender,, sweet, and. heavenly pathos of the 
venerable preacher. 

Many such recollections* might be gathered up, and 
presented iii illustration of the inipressive character 
of Mr. Mercer's preaching. . It is true, we have re- 
ferred to some of his extraordinary discourses ; but it 
may very naturally be inferred that an individual, who" 
eould in so many instances make himself remembered 
for twenty-five or fifty years, would be likelyj in his 
ordinary ministrations, to present much whieh would 
leave deep traces upon the miwls of his hearers ; and 
this was eminently true of Mr. Mercer. 

He depended more upon the plain and full exhibi- 

* Seo Append'ix, 13 . 
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tion of the various tw^tfas of the gospel to affect and 
subdue the sinner's heart, ik^n upon direct and- hor- 
tatory appeals ; yet these appeals were not^unfrequent^ 
and sometimes they were urged with a pungency and 
power that reiidered them irresistible. ^ He ever aim- 
led at 'blasting the vain kxiA self-righteous hopes of the 
carnal heart, revealing. it's deep and abominable cor- 
ruptions, that in its self-despair, and self-loathing, it 
might be prepared to welcome the consolations of the 
gospel. 'Those- consolations he knew how to unfold 
to the weary and heavy laden, and with -much of the 
tender, yearning, and weeping love of his divine Mas- 
ter, woijjd he conduct tlfem geHtly -on to the fountain 
«f life. 

-In illustration of the occasional power and terrible- 
ness of his appeals. to the sinner, an incident might be 
related. He once preached from the texjt, if ant/ man 
love not the Lord Jesus^ Christ, lei hixi ke anathema-, 
maranatha. It happened that one of the most distin- 
guished and gifted men jn the country was pre&nt on 
the occasion, and was much impressed with the so- 
lernji discourse. " I could feel," said he, afterwards, 
■" the very curse of God running through rny bones." 

On experimental themes he was truly eminent. He 
had studied profoundly the workings of his o-wn heart ; 
noticed with great accuracy and attention the various 
religioiis exercises of t3«e saints as recorded in the sa- 
cred scriptures, as well- as many others whose instruct- 
ive, biography he had perused, or with wjnprq he had 
formed a personal acquaintance ; and he was thus 
prepared to accommodate hiihself with gi-eat readi- 
ness and success, to the spiritual necessities of believ- 
ers in all the various stages of their christian experi- 
ence. In his favored times, when dwelling on exper- 
imental subjects, there was a ripeness, a sweetness, a 
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Boul-engaging unction .in hia communications,, which 
the writer remembers not to have witnessed in'any 
other preacher. At such times, his words, mellowed 
by his own devout and tender affections, and freighted 
with the most appropriate and pTecious thoughts, 
would glide like heavenly' oil into the hearts of his 
pious hearers, as it were, to the lowest depths, awa- 
kening in the bosom sentiments of holy tenderness 
and sweet delight. To the aged, way-worn, and af- 
flicted pilgrim, these occasions were truly tmnsfigura- 
tionhoursj seasons when they were enabled, under 
the guidance ^f this skilful Master in Israel, to range 
"the land of Beul'ah/' and climb "the delectable 
mountains." * 

Will the writer be pardoned for introducing here 
a rather amusing incident somewhat illustrative of 
what has just been said ? It is presented in the lan- 
guage of Mr. Sherwood, who had it from Mr. Mer- 
cer's'own lips" " An excellent Methodist brother who 
attended his preaching and was very fond of him, 
used frequently to express his approbation by a 
hearty amen, 'when any sentiment or expression 
pleased hiin, and these were very frequent. Mr. M. 
in private, kindly observed that he did not disapprove 
such expressions, if they were appropriate and well- 
timed; 'but you sometimes^ manifest your" assent 
when the denunciations of God are made against the 
wicked,' &c. &c. This cooled his ardor for a season,. 
and he was silent though restless. At last, when 
some rich doctrine of truth dropped from the preach- 
er's lips, he exclaimed' at the top of his voice, ' amen. I 
rough'at a venture.' You may well conceive of the 
effect, both on the audience and speaker." 

The record exhibited in the preceding pages of Mr. 
Mercer's religjious •gentimentSi will justify the appli- 
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cation to him of the term strwi Calvinist ; diough 
perhaps the expression, htglk Calvinist would convey 
a more correct idea of his ddctrinal views in early- 
days. Upon taiyng charge of the 'Index, in 1833, he 
thus defines himself: *• 

"Its editor has nothing of which he can boSst, as 
though he did not receive *it. But as of the ability 
which God giveth, he is willin'g to Minister the mani- 
fold grace of God, to the building up of the godly in 
Christ Jesus on their most holy faith ; and to the con- 
vincing of the ungodly of their danger in sin; and 
leading them to the ackn6wledging of the truth as 
it is in Christ Jesus our Lpf d, and to faith, which is in 
him, that they may be saved. He is rather of the otd 
than of the new school ; and inclines to the old fash- 
ioned doctrijie o? free grace,' as, preached among the 
Baptists near half a century ago. Though he does not 
mean to quibble or criticise on mere modes of ex- 
pressiortpr shades of difference, where the truth isnot 
compromitted'. . He does not fully receive all Mr. 
Fuller's views of the methods of divine me*cy,'yet is 
satisfied with his schemes' (as now generally preached, 
when kept wil^in^its own bounds,) as leading to, and 
finally securing the same great and glorious results, 
as those, of the most approved and (to use a common 
epithet,) calv&dsiic vmt&ca of his age." 

In the early and' middle part of Mr. Mercer's min- 
istry, he devoted a' large portioii of his discourses to 
the doctrinal peculiarities of his faith, and not unfre- 
quently glided off" with considerable zeal, into matters 
of controversy ; but in hig; declining, years, his sermons 
assumed a more practical character, and were seldom 
directly controversial. 
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In prayer Mr. Mercer had a very pleasant and edi- 
fying gift. In this exercise he was not as fluent and 
copious as many ;_ yet he was always appropriate, 
never tedious, adapted himself happily to circum- 
stances and occasions ; as in every thing else, was re- 
markably simple, generally fervent, and at times, sur- 
passingly tender and affgcting. His approaches to 
the throne of grace were always marked with great 
reverence and humility; he carried with hini to this 
solemn duty exceedingly high ;thoughts of God, and 
low thijughts of himself; and seemed to lie, as it 
were, a little, sinful, dependent atom at the feet of the 
divinfe Maj0sty. His praters were full of contrite 
confession' and thankful praise ; full of the merits ai^^ 
intercession of the God-man, Christ Jesus, and ac- 
knowledgments of. entire and absolute dependence 
upon the aid of the Holy Spirit. He did not offer up, 
as many do, preacldng ^prayers, but praying prayers. 
He prayed to God, and not to men. He did not seem 
to have any hackneyed form, either in the pulpit, the 
social prayer-meeting, or at the family altar ; readily 
varying his expressions as *feeling< and occasion 
prompted ; and he had fewer common-place and 
hereditary phrases in prayer, than -almost any other 
man. His scriptural allusions were generally happy, 
sometimes remarkably so ; and if there w&s less of 
the exact phraseology of the bible in his prayers than 
in those of some other ministers, yet the spirit and 
substance of scripture petitions were eminently there. 
To the reader o'f the preceding pages it might 
seem superfluous to say that his" piety was above the 
common standard. He was evidently a man of faith, 
and a man of prayer ; deeply imbued vyith the prin- 
ciples of the gospel; habitually governed by religious 
principle. There seemed to be nnich uniformity in 
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his religious feelings, (resulting* in .part, no doubt, ' 
froifi, his equable, constitutional temperament ;)pie sel- 
dom rose to rapturous heights, and seldoaij it is ap- 
prehended, fell into the hands of Giant Despair. He 
hadihutnble thoughts of "his best performances,,, ex- 
alted conceptions, of the m'ajesty of Gbd ; '-and ardent 
love for 'holiness "ajid truth, a , profound , sense of 
the evil nature of sin,/ and of hig own sin, as that 
which had greatly' ■oiffend'ed his Maker, and loaded 
with anguish the sSul .of the precious and adorable 
Lamb'of God. 

If the writer were, in a single sentence,, tq, present 
■the most distinc.t and promineifridea which he^^as of 
Mr. Mercer's piety, he would say, ihere^ ffe is, a Utile 
rcMl'd at the feet of th'^ Saviour, ^"tender, affectionate, 
humble, 'penitent, oVediey,t and adoring; tglorying in 
Christ as his wisdom, righteousness, sanctificatioiti and 
redem/ption, )3^d loohim.g' with a simple faith, an^ a 
calm, serene hope for tM "^etcrj of (Mr Lord Jesus 
Christ unit) eternal life. ' * ' 

The history of 'his heart, any farther than it has 
been developed by his' long life of christian upright- 
niess, pious labor, and (^sinterested zeal'^for. the glory 
of God and the ^salyation of souls, must ever remain 
in a great measure, a secret to the world. He kept 
no diary in which he recorded from day to day the 
struggles between the* flegh and the spirit which 
passed in his bosom, and the peculiar (Escipline by 
which he chastened his spirit 'into subjection to the 
will of God ; lior did he dwell vei^ freely in conver- 
sation or in his more publjc remarks, upon his own 
religious exercises. The knowledge we have of the 
lo\vly estimate which, he formed of himself, would 
lead' us to suppose, that he saw but little in his own 
religious experience which, in his estimation, would 
19*- 



426 MEMOIRS OF 

' be ^ery important to others, or upop which, if re- 
corded in a daily journal, he could look himself, in 
after daysf with much satisfaction or profit. The 
chasm whiph is thus left in hisi religious history, will, 
no doubt, be a matter" of rtegret to many; but*till we 
sHpiild be^Hhankfiil that so much of this good i man 
still' survives in a distinct and tangible shape for our 
instruction, reproof and comfort; and remember that 
after all, our heavenly Father well knows, even to an 
iota, 'how many fragments of the "life and experience 
of bis depafted .servants he will, have use for in car- 
rying forward his gracious designs of mercy and ^al- 
vatio]pJ ' - . ' . 

It has already been said that Mr. Mercer had hfs 
faults. To deny thik would be_to claim for 'him some- 
thing more than, hutiian. Yet it is believed that he 
was a careful observer of his ovim character, and that 
he judged of himself with greater strictness and . se* 
verity, than most "bther persons would feel at liberty 
to do. " I think it has been told of himy" (said Mr. 
Sturgis in his funeral discourse,) "that having heard 
something in himself "Spoken, of by way of reprehen- 
sion, he replied, ' Ifjth^ knew as much of me as I 
Jinow qf myself, they, would think worse than they 
,Jo.' " Hqjfead, naturally a rather high temper, as lit- 
tle as many ^Ml^^ would' suspect it, a sudden "flashy, 
of which ■v^iJfl'dJ.occasionally be seen through the grates ! 
of the stri^!^ prison in which he kept it guai'ded. His 
natilial fondness and ability for the accumulation of ■ 
property, -would' have betrayed him into covfetmlsness, • 
but for the influence of strong counteracting princi- 
ples ; and if tbe high estimation -which he placed upon 
the good opinion of others could not be' regarded as 
leaning to faultiness, it sometimes perhaps made him 
needlessly sensitive when oetfisured; by his brethren. 
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Menporknda of occasioned remarks made, hy Mr. Mercer in 
. his-sermons, private conversation, Sfc. 

" Whenever I see n professed Chrisiian- taking pleasure in'sin, I 
cnonot help fearing he may be a deceivs/S soul ; because iBe Scrip- 
lures expresily teach ns that if any- man be in Clirist Jesus he is A 
new creature. Now if I were to see a liog talsen very sick, and it 
should come very near, dying^, but all at once should be changed into 
a^ sheep,' I cooli never expect to see that llheep, take pleasure in 
wallowing in a. mud hole, bijt would raither expeot.to find itiln green 
pastures, or by the still Waters."' ,f ^ 

''"■ . ' •>'' . " ■ ■ 

*' People sometimes say we_^ make too much ac^ about the-' schisms 
which occur among the discipl^s'of Christ, nynd the word is, ' let 
them alofte, and they will alj ar^vc at the ^ame point at last.' But 
I caniiot help thinkingif it be true ,tlyit we have all started right, and 
may all come out right, we c^re travelling more like a herd of cattle 
through a lane than any thijjg else. This is not like a .company of 
horses in Pharaoh's charioj, This is not being all of 'one njind and 
one accord^. . This is not the pea:^ and order of the gospel.'^ 

Referring to an article in the constitution of^a certain, alsociatioa 
in which non-fellowship was declared againsrthe benevolent instiiu- 
ipns of the day, Mr. Mercer remarked, that, by the adoption of tlfat 
irlicle the anti-missionaiies had not in jhe least affcclcd us. It was 
jvidently their intention, by that avticle, to establish I'hemselves 
inoro firmly, and if possible to uiisoyle, or move the missionary bretl'i- 
■en. "But," continued he, "the attempt ha* resulted precisely as 
ivould the effort of a man to move a sfiip,fi^m her moorings by 
lushing against her from a Bmalt boat ; the small boat, we all know, 
Aould move and no.t the ship. Sg they in this have shifted their 
;round, while we remain where we were."' 

" There is a great difference," said he, " between an obedient 
ind a disobedient christian. Thej oae is like, a sheep that remains 
lear the fold, and sustained by proper food, and enjoying the shep- 
lerd's care, is kept in a fat and healthy condition j whilst the other 
3 like a sheep that wanders far from the fold, through barren and 
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unwholrsomo pa=<turcp, and nmopg<it ^briers , and thorns: at lengthy 
poor thins: ! itiomos up \Vcakly, nnd lank, and almost dead, its wool 
all torn off,;^nd it3 skin dreadfully mangled/' r* 

In conversnlron aboij^ a preather who hnd a little learning and 
was pretty full of conceits, ho once made this remark.. "Ho re- 4* 
mirt'ds nie of a foolish dog I once heard i-f, ihnt was in pursuit of a 
deer, but coming to ft. place where a fox had- cia>sspd the track, ho 
left the deer and rt^ after Hie fox j'^ejiad not followed the fox far, 
before he arrived' at a spot where a rabbit had arrossed ; forthwith 
he leaves the fox and takes after the rabbij^; and when the^hnntei* 
came up, he hadJeft ihe rabbit and was barl«ng at a mouse-hole. 
Br. —T**^ sometimes sets out nfter something valuable, but- his folly 
drives him to the mouse-hole before he stdps." J 

Speaking -of persons inlprpreting the Scriptures, according to pre- 
viously adopted creeds, he^-said, " ihoy ore like shii^-l^jjd^.s who 
first construct the frames of their vessels, and then employ the vvedge, 
th- screw, t,he^evfir,*Bnd every implement belonging to their craft to 
bring th^ othemtimbeis to fit y.iR fiamc so constraiSt,ed. ' Th6y will not 
hesitate tq torture the tejrt, makohavoc of every principle of common 
sense, dp violpncp to every canon pt' sober interpretation ; — ^all this ' 
and more: their dogmas mugt be sustained, though vcaih bejprostra' 
ted tp the earihi^" ^J( 

Of that spurifiiis soM of liberality somclimesso highly extolled by 
professors of religion, he once remarked, " It is' like a company of 
men setting out upon a jou"rncj\\^. ' Come,' says on<^, (and p^'Jiaps 
he has less money than any one of iho "company,) ' let us all have 
one'[Jur8e> Jiet our expenses be paid o0 of the^common stock.' It 
would hfi illiberal to do' otherwise. In ^his way they that have but 
little fare as' well as they that huve much. So^in regard to religious 
©pinions.^ Let the denomination^ waivcg^ihfeiV differences, all com' 
muno together, and whatever inconsiistencies are found |p e^ist 
amongst them, are chargeable to the whole ) and^tithey thai have ffae 
least^gf truth on their side, afe^tho most clamorous for liberality." '.■' 

He was once preaching from Heb. C: 1. His main object was to 
impress on Christians the importar^ce. of aiming^ at high attain- 
ments and going on to perfcctidnh '^ Unless we aim at a high mark,," 
said Mr. Mercer, " we shall never attain to ..eminence, as we shall 
not bo likely to rise higher than our aim. Some Christians arc 
afraid to aim high. Alas ! they have ntt as much courage as a 
chicken. ' As I was sitting in.mj piazza one pleasant evening last 
summer, my, attention was drawn towards the fowls as they were 
going to their rest. One litQej chicks n, parti culariy attracted my no- 
tice. He Bzed his eyb upon a limb pretty high up a certain tree, and 
made an inelfeotual efl&>rt to gaii^it. He then took another position 
and repeated his effort to reach the limb, but again was unsuccessful. 
Still, in no wise discouraged, he kept his eye upon the limb first cho- 
sen, and tried, and tried, and tried again ; but to" no purpose. Six 
times he tried and failed^ but the seventh time ho reaehed the limb. 
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Mybrethfen, aim higti — piess on ro perfection— try to have as much- 
courage and pcrsevcrancp asulhai lji|tle chicken." 

"Christ to many is as a root ont of dry ground. In passing 
through a dry .and sandy region, you have ndticed now and tlien.a 
root connected with a stinted scrubby tree, nalied and'exposed. For 
the want of moisture and the necessary rirhness of soil, it exhibits 
a very meagi^a growth — it is croolied and linotly, a veiy unseemly 
object to tire eye : such a deformed, Unseemly, and worthless thing 
is Christ to the carnal mind." 

" Shall I tell you how the fisherman secures the mojister of the 
deep? He rows liis little boat along Side ihe huge lish, poises his 
barbed iron, takes sure aim, and hurls it al his prey. The little 
iii^trjjment has found its way to^a sure place, and'-'remains immove- 
able. The fisherman now gives rope. Off darjs the wounded levi- 
'athan, and in his rage and pain lashes furiously the grc^t deep. But 
the barbed iron is there, and every successive struggle leaves him 
weaker and v^eaker, until at last he yields hiipself up -a vanquished 
captive, and is now easily managed is a helpless, harmless thing. 
Thus God by his Spirit, fixes his truth'in tjie heart of the proud, 
stubborn sinner ; he resists, and flounderi^, and hast^fts oif — but the 
truth is there — a deep and sure wound 'is inflicted ; by degrees the 
strength of his rSbellion is overcome, he becomes weary of sinning 
and wandering, and at last yields himsejf up a willi^'and ioyful. 
captive to the cords of divine love and grace." 

*' Take another figure." Spe how the farmer tames that wild ox. 
He' throws a; strong Tope upon hisj^head^and binds him to a tree. 
The'animal resists and rages. But his strength and fury are unavail- 
ing ; his violer^t and long repeated struggles to escape at Jaat exhaust 
him; his savage nature yields'; and 'finally he becomesjentirely sub- 
dued and tamed, and a, little 'child may lead him. • So the Lord 
binds his grace and his truth upon the wild uns'ti'^ued sinner': 
his proud resistance is gradually overcome, and at last we see him a 
-meek and gentle lamb. Thus the gospel which men pronounce weak 
and foolish accomplishes its blessed world, and it is seen that tile 
wifljcness of God is stronger than men." 

"When a man professes himself converted to. God, and the first 
step he takes is in error,^what is to be, thoiight? Is he converted ? 
Converted he may be to religion, but it is a question whether he is 
converted to God. I think the Lord is dtoing a good work here, but 
it appears to me very much like a barn-Jloort when the wheat is in 
the short straw and chaff, much more bulky ihan'valuhbic." 

When^he would dissuade his,brelhren from projects, which re- 
quired pecuniary means beyoiid what they had in hand, he would 
often say, "let ils get the fodder be fore we buy. ihe horse.'"- 

'■ - % 1^ 

" I recollect, to have heard him (says a friend) once quote John 5: 
19. ' For \^■ hat things soofer he (the Father) doelb, those also the Son 
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doeth likewisp.' Now said he, ajboy sees his father make a plough ; 
lie falls to work and makes a plough also ; but lo! there are two 
ploughs. Not so with the work flf the Father and the ^on. The 
Father makes the world; the Son does the same work, he tgakes 
the world too; there is but one result — one world. If God made 
the world, and the Son made the world, who can resist the conclu- 
sion that the 8on is God 1" 

Iij preaching the funeral sermon of a pious, and ,venerable minis- 
ter, he made the following remark : " Ministers are God's medicines 
for the people. When the physieian begins to gather up his medi- 
cines and pot them in his saddle-bags, preparatory to his departure, 
the patient :begins to feel that his case is desperate : so when God 
gathers up his medicines — takes away his faithful jninisters — it 
looks as though the condition of the people is becoming desperate," 



B 

RecoUeclions of one of Mr. Mercer's Sermons, furnished the 
Biographer by ffieRsv. W- H. Stokes. 

•~ Hancock C.o.,^Dec. 19, 1843. 
"Dear Brother Mallary, 

I send you the following recollections of a sermon delivered 
by Father Mercer at Clark's Station, Wilkes Co., in the summer of 
1837, from James 4: 12. 'Xhereis^one lawgiver who is able to 
save and to destroy.' At this distance of time, I cannot'of course 
recollect many of the precise expressions, but I will try to present 
some of tho thoughts advanced in that discourse. 

" The venerable preacher remarked in his introduction, that God, 
whom we worship, is a being of infinite perfections. By his omnip- 
otence he has produced all orders of existence, and by the same 
perfection of his character, exercised in connexion with infinite 
wisdom and goodness, he governs all that he has made. It wni! not 
his purpose, however, to notice the vatlous instances in which tlie 
truth of ~this remark would appear, but to invite the attention of his 
hearers to some few of the prerogatives of this One Lawgiver. And 

" I. It was in his power to save. Thut his hearers might under- 
stand the whole truth upon this subject, it was necessary that they 
should learn to think of the infinite J;ehovah as the Moral Ruler of 
the Universe ; or, in the language of the text, as the ' One Lawgiver' 
to the whole of his rational creation. ' But,' he oddc'd, ' you are 
not to suppose this great Sovereign could have given, with equal 
honor lo himself, and equal safety to hissubjects, one set of laws as 
well as another- This would have been' to deny himself God is 
infinitely holy as well as infinitely powerful, wise and goodi A law 
thai: was unholy, or destituteW goodness, would have been unseemly, 
as coming from infinite purity, and therefore, unfit to guard the inte- 
rests of a perfectly holythrone, and to secure the well-being of those 
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opon whom it waa to operate. No law, but one holy, just and 
good, waa arlequate to the purposes of presenting the claims of the 
■Lawgiver,' or, of exhibiting the duties and obligations of his 
subjects. ,, , 

" ' Against such a law as this,' said Father M., in a tone pecu- 
liarly his own, 'w6 have! all sinned. And it is v/rhtea, Cursed is 
ever^' one thai coniinuethnot in all things written in the book of 
the lam to do them. A grievous curse rests upon the head of the 
sinner, becaus^ he is found guilty of a most grievous offence. He 
has rebelled against infinite majesty, and in that rebellion trampled 
upon the best possible law. And it would seem, nothing but hell 
could be the portion of one guiltyof such presumptuous wtong-doingi 
but O surprising grace ! the Lawgiver has power to save, and to save 
to. the uttermost all that come unto him.' 

" 'It may be worth while,' he continued, 'for us to ascertain as 
fair, .as we can, the grounds upon which this power is exercised. 
And in the first place, it is not by a repeal of the law. This stands 
for ever the same. Secondly, it is not by a modification of the law— 
none of its claims are waived, none of it» rigors are softened. But 
it is because the law has been magnified and made honorahle by the 
Son of God. "By his glorious atonement, the life of the sinner may^ 
be spared and the throne of justice remain Untarnished. Him hath 
God set forth, not only in the view of the world, but in view of the 
whole universe, to tea propitiation through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins ihed are past 
through the forbearance of God. According to this measure of^ 
moral government, God can he just and the justifier of him that 
helieveth in Jesua.*^ 

'*lllete was given such a view of the nature and ends .of the 
atonement, as nearly entranced us all. For myself, though no en- 
thusiast on such occasions, it was with diffijplty I could sit still, or 
refrain from shouting aloud. Not that the_old gentleman was so 
eloquent, os some would call it, or that he was stormy ; but on ac- 
count of the majesty of his thoughts. I ren^rked to a brother at 
the close, that every passage in that discourse seemed as heavy as a 
mountain.] * 

." Haying disposed -of the first division of his discourse he pro- 
ceeded in the secgnd place to say, 

" 'II. The Lawgiver hath power to destroy This is net a derived 
power. It, proceeds directly from the essential nature of him who 
wields it. 'It is not a power assumed arbitrarily.^ Nor is it ever 
exerted without the best -possible reason. We have Jieard of .the 
wrath of God, and of his indication ; but these are figurative ex- 
pressions. No vengeful, no vindictive feelings, in the strict accepta- 
tion of these terms, ever occupied the divine mind. The sinner 
dies— it is the legitimate result of law. The^ wages of sin is 
dtath. 

' The law g^ives sin its damffing power.* 

" ' He who enacts a law and makes it binding must, of course, 
have power to connect a penalty with such law. And we should 
naturally expect, in such a, case, the penalty to exhibit the import- 
ance of the law,, and the diignity of the soiuce whence it came. Th» 
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Most High, in establisliing ttje govcrnmc?iit of which we have been 
speaking, certainly acted a part worthy of himself, set up an in'sti- 
tutioB, so to'sp^HR, fj'ee from all the imperfections which "attach to 
things merely human, apA for t^e support of this institution all the 
perfeecions of his nature were solemnly pledged. In order then to 
present his throne as worthy the allegiance of all loyal subjects, he 
must puilish transgressors. He has power to punish their? and, he 
will punish them. 

" ' You perceive-then,' said the preacher, ' according to the nature 
of law (8id goi^ernment, that God has power to destroy the sinner, 
to cast both body aftd soul into hell. But you flatter yourselves that 
he never will so destroy. How stranfely you reason ! Will a holy 
God prove unjust ? Does not every well-arranged government pledge 
itself tor the lovers of good order to punish the rebellious 1 And shall 
the go^rnment of the infinite God be less jealous of its dignity and 
•honor than any other 1 Lfet not the sinner jJeceive himself. ' The 
fruit of his own doings will most certainly be given him. 

" ' But the power in question has been exercised. Fallten spirits 
feel at this moment the truth of this remar^. _Every jpang ever felt 
in hell is woful proof of its truth. Dives, who may be regarded as 
the representation of all' thoughtless, reckless sinners, proves it by 
his piteous yet fruitless "Wailings. Look at the divine procedure 
tovirards the old world. Look at the destruction of Sodom and 
GbmorraH; ICorah and his company are slain. Ananias arid 
Sapphir^ are stricken dead. The sword of justice is grasped by the 
hand of Omnipotence. < The Lord Jehovah has power to destroy.' 

*'In some such strain'did that venerable man of God proceed for 
some fifty ntinutes. I fegar4 the \vhole performance as one of his 
most masterly efforts." ' ' 



The following Gbil nary Notice of IJIrs. Mercer was originally 
published in the Index ; but believing that if will be generally ac- 
ceptable toithc readers of this voluthc, the Biogiapher has thought 
proper to jnsef t i^ withouf abridgment. ^ & 

" Bro. Stokes; Your readers have seen in the Index, a notice of 
the death of my dear wife, and may have wondered why n'o accom- 
panying obitirary' appeared." My* reason for this is, that I have 
thought for some time, that long publications of this kifld are vefy 
useless things,=because seldom read; and the reason'of ihisis, first, 
that iho deoeased ai'e little known, and for this cause, if no other, 
have not sufiBoient estimation abroad, to command attention beyond 
the little circle of their relatives and personal lacquaijitances. And 
secondly, and more particularly, because of the matter of those 
tiotices. The writers of obituary articles are apt to indulge feelings, 
which lead them to swell their memoirs with the minutia and parti- 
culars of the last illness and death of their deceased friends, which, 
though they may affect the hearts of the immediate connexions, have 
no interest for general readers. " •• 

" However, as my wife was extensively known, and by many, 
highly esteemed, I suppose 'it is due to them., and to her memory, to 
say sometliing more pafticulurly in (cfercnae to her life oitd dcalii. 
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I therefore request you to give a plape in your columns to the fol- 
lowing memoir of her, and* I presume^, you will oblige many of her 
friends and acquaintances abroad, but>specialjy her bereave'd hus' 
band, and your companion in a lamentable and distressing widower- 
hood. 

**,JeS3E Mercek/' 
" Wasldngton, June 24, 1841." 



"Nancy Mercer, the subject of this notice, was born in Virginia, 
of respectable parents, on the 30tb of October, 1772. Her father, 
Mr. John Mills, emigrated to 'this State^poon after the close of the 
Revolutionary war, and settled on Little River, in this county^ where 
he raised his daughter in the style and education of thosq times. 
Her mother was a piqu^^and boloved member of the Baptist Church 
at Ebenezer, and taught her in the way of salvation; to respect reli- 
gion and religious people, especially minisl^era of the gnsupel. ^he 
was married to Capt. A. Simons, February 8th, 1798. By this con- 
nexion s,he was rushed into all sorts of company. .Mr. S. was a 
man of wealth and of the world; had a peculiar faculty for the ac- 
quisition of property. This he did very much by trading, which 
dfew about him every class of men ; besicles, he took great pleasure 
in having about him gentlemen- of honorable name and worldly pur- 
suits. Mrs. $. in this way was often placed in the society of all 
hinds and conditions of men, which might- suit the taste and Con- 
venience, or serve the interest ^f h^r husband. And although such 
w6re not the companions of ^icr choice, yet she was always, and un- 
der all circumstances, ready to appear and serve, and on all occa-^ 
sions acquitted herself with pleasure to 'the company, honor to .her 
husband, an^ respect, to ^herself.' In this condition she liyed for 
many years, in the midst of affluence and worldly spleliidor; but she 
was not satisfied. In retirement, she sought for belter jbys — joys 
which would satisfy the desire of an immortal spirit,. which she 
found not in al] the rounds of wqrldly pleasure. She loved to at- 
tend on the preaching of the gospel of salvation, and hence she was 
uniformly an attendant at all the places of preaching .within a rea- 
sonable distance- Mr. S. too, was. ve>-y, polite and accommodating 
to her in this respect;- often, attended with her, and for her gratifi- 
cation invited ministers home with them; in whoso, company and 
conversation she seemed to take a peculiar pleasure. It was in 
those days she-became the subject of deep solicitude and anxious-- 
concern about eternal realities. She found her soul v\a3 lost in sin, 
and she knew not how it was to bo saved- She betook herself tO' 
leading, mcaitation and prayer, and sought to satisfy her conscience 
by tears of penitence. ^ And for *i- while, at times, she was encou- 
raged to hope she would be accepted for her own righteousness. 
But this refuge failed her, beoause^^of her short comings, and the im- 
perfection 'of all her best performances. About this time she heard 
a minister, in whom she placed great conlicEence, say in preaching, 
" that he did not believe any one would ever obtain hope in Christ, 
till he acknowleged the justice of God iu his condemnation.' Then, 
thought she, * I shall never be cnnvprtca; for I can never acknow- 
ledge that.' But it was not long before she was so exercised about 
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the evil of lier heart, b» the seat of all her vile affections and wan - 
dering thoughts^ and of the evil nature of sin^ that she soon came to 
the full and friJe acknowledgment of whaf she had thought impossi- 
ble. Under this convietion she knew not what to do. But in her 
distress' her mind was turned to Christ crucified, as the only way by 
which a condemned sinner could be Justified and saved. And by 
hearing and reading the word of God, and the. reference of'sundry 
appropriate promises to her case, she was gradually brought to cxr 
crcise hope, and to have some joy and -peace in believing. But Uiis 
was interrupted by fears lest she might be deceived, which gave her 
excessive distress. She was called to a new source of trouble about 
this time,^by the death of^her husband, by whit:h she was thrown 
into very afflictive and trying circumstances. These, added to those 
which related W her soul's'conperns had well nigh overpowered her, 
and caused her to sink beneath the surges of mental grief and 
worldly trouble. But in her great distress she cried unto God, and- 
made supplication to the widow's Judge,' and found relief from 
David's soliloqiiy to his goul in trouble, which came to her recpHcc- 
lion, as if some one had suggested it, — ' Hope thou in God.'' This 
turned her mind's eye to God, as ' the refuge and strength of the 
needy and oppressed in time of trouble,' and comforted and sustain- 
ed %er sinking soul for a while at least. 

^' Owing to the death and removal of many of her social and in- 
timate friends in her neighborhood, she determined to remove 10 
Washington, where her civil and religious privileges might be in- 
creased. Here she took great interest in entertaining tho9e'mi,nis- 
lers who came to town, or were journeying by. These always found 
, a sure and comfortable sojournment wiSi her. From these and the 
ministry of the Word, on which she constantly waited, -she sought 
food and comfort for her troubled soul i for she was still the subject 
of much doubt and uncertainty in reference to her hope of salvation. 
Her fears, lest she might be deceived, often prevailed and filled her 
with deep ^stress. 

" On the llth of jjecember, 1827j she was married to him, who 
is now bereaved by her lamented death. This connexion gave her 
improved opportunities of attending on the ministry of the* gospei, 
and of conversation on the rich provisions of mercy in Christ for 
those who were ready to perish ; by which her faith became strength- 
ened and her hope «o confirmed, that in July, 1823, she united with 
the Baptist Church of Christ in this place, -and was baptized iirto 
Jesus Christ, thereby y«K»«g' on Chritt according to the Scripture 
institution of that holy ordinance. In the enjoyment of the bless- 
ings of this union, and in honor of this profession, made before 
tnany witnesses, she lived until death. 

" But I should do injustice to her memory, if I were not to ssy 
snmething more .of her character, at least in a few particulars. I 
notice the following : 

" A> a ■woman — she possessed a noble spirit ; was high-minded 
and generous — candid, open and free in the expression of her senti- 
ments ; having an unusual share of moral courage ; was very jealous 
for her good standing with her friends and brethren ; rather severe 
in her censures, but easily conciliated when the least advances were 
mode byHho adverse party; liberal to profusion; besides her own 
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relatives and the itadustribus poor around her, and those who wore 
brought to her knowledge as sjich, those engaged in building placi 3 
of worship in the country arouiid — they who have held subscriptioiis, 
or made collections for religious or benevolent purposes; several 
ministers who devoted themselves wholly to the work of the minis* 
trj,"-while their families were left in sulTering circumstances, and 
many others could, if living,, rise up and testify to the truth of the 
above statement. ^ . 

" As a «?«/«— she was fondly afiectionate, ever dutiful, and happy 
to please. 

"As a house-wife-^sbe was industrious, neat and clean. Her 
house and household Were always kept'in an arrangement of the first 
order — every" thing was managed With the most noiseless dexterity 
— her beds' were well furnished, and free from those annoyances, 
which often prevent weary men from their desired rest — her table 
was ever .'crowned with plenty, without luxury-^she was" always 
affable' and polite to her friends and sojourners, it being her delight 
to .render all happy and free in her presence. All this is j-ccorded 
in the knowledge 'and .emJoZmed in the memory of many, very many 
friends, brethren and ministers, who have turned in and partook pf 
the hospitalities of her house, if it were but for a night. 

" As a Christian Professor — she was pious, prayerful, and order- 
ly — she was a lover of the household of God, and of the gospel 
preached there — she was of a discriniinating mind in hearing, and 
enjoyed that doctrine inost which gave the most honor to God in iho 
salvation of sinful men — but still ehe'was a wealc believer.' Her 
sense' of the holiness of God and of the whole plan of the gospel, 
cuntras^ted with her sinfulness, rendered her the subject of prevail- 
ing fears and doubts, as to her acceptance. At times she was able 
to rejoice in hope through the precious and aiip'ropriate promises of 
the gospgl, suited to her case. It may be said of her, that most of 
her religious life-tlmo, she was subject to bondage, through the fear 
of non-acceptance on account' oj her unworthiness and- sinful in- 
firmities. 

" In her last illness, which was long and trying, no particular 
change was apparently effecte din the character of her religious feel- 
ings. While she was capable of expressing her dedres, or exercis- 
ing her aifections, it was evident that .they lay on the same objects 
jof pious regard, which had for a long time engaged her undivided 
love. , . <i 

" I'presume, bro. Stokes, as your readers have known for a long 
time back, that she was in a very distressicd state of affliction, so 
that I could not think of leaving her, it will be quite gratifying, at 
least to some of ihem, to be somewhat informed of jbe case. I there- 
fore yield to this persuasion, and give it as follows : 

" In the first week of May, 1 833, she was stricken with palsy in 
the entire right;- side, so that she was prostrate for some time. From 
this she gradually recovered, so as to be able to walk ahout the house 
and yard, and with help into the garden. She could attend preach- 
ing (which was her chief delight) and enjoy the company of her 
friends. But in the first week of May, 1839, (which is somewhat 
remarkable,) she was stricken in her left side, by which she was 
aid in bed an entire paralytic. From this she recovered so as to 
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sit up, and for aVhile to fe,ecl herself ; but even jhis last use of her- 
self 'soon declined,, and she remained unablo-towalk a stei>, or even 
stand alone to the day of her death. But this is not the most sad 
part of this tale of wo. Soon after her last attack, symptoms of 
mental disorder evidently appeared, which gradually increased to an 
entire slate of derangement. Understanding was darkened. Igiaffin- 
ation was greatly excited, and assumed the entire control of reason 
and judgment. At times,: E^e was calm and half rational, apon more 
of OB idiot than a maniac, but most of her time she vias ;^erfeclli/ 
lost to herself and ail arotind lier. Her ideas were thfe most wild 
and disorderly— -her desires', notouly unreasonable, but impossible to 
be gratified— ^and so for hours — nay, for du^s and weeks at ititetvalsi 
" ^e. vYOuld cry for help, or refief in the same case, or wandering from 
one case^to another of the same sort, in ,the rnost delirious and,dis- 
tressing degree. Oh ! my dear brother, yQU,),nor any mortal on earth, 
can cdnpeive what that dear creature - suffered in thosa-seasons of 
mental linguish and bewilderment. Those, times of extreme ugila- 
lion' and grief continued to increase both in frequency and violence, 
till it was pleasing to God to interfere, mercifully, though severely, 
by a stroke of his hand in another way, which acted on the surges of 
her tempest-losscd spirit, as the command of Christ on the winds 
and seas, and all her agitations sunk djjwn into a perfect calm. 

"On Sunday, the 16th of last month, about mid-day, she had an 
apopleelic turn, which laid hei iensei^ss and speechless for some 
tipie, an4 irom which she S'lowly recovered through the afternoon . 
She spent tho night following pretty much as usual, in a very rest- 
less and distressed condition. Towards day, she fell asleep, and 
awoke- up the next md^ning somewhat composed, knd continued so 
until tjie turn of the day, when she became uijusually sleepy, and 
was put to bed at an earlferliour on account of it j^ a;id it was said 
by those ^vho^sat with her, that she never moved* all ntehf.. On 
Tuesd^i^ morning I inquire4 of her if she was easy andj^ee from 
pain ; and she said 'yes.' 1 asked, do you waii£-any thing, and she 
said * no.' She seemed perfectly composed;; and the sisters with 
her were of opinion that she was entirely at- herself, and if she could 
talk she wouldinanifesl it-; but by this time she could speak scarce- 
ly above her breath, or more than yts or no. I was extremely 
anxious to Itnow how she felt, in view of her future state, and ask- 
ing her several questions, so' as to^^ascertain that she understood me ; 
I said ' Nancy, my dear wife, how do yon feel, are you satisfied X.\i&t 
it will go well with you for eternity?' and she said ' no.' I'repliedi 
why ! do you not love tho Lord ? tind Jier eyes filling with tears, she 
said ' I hope I do.' I repeated, ' 1 love them that love me,' and 
left her. In the afternoon, I again conversed with her, and found 
that understanding still hold its place in her mind, when I said, — 
' Hgw do yautiowfeel, in reference to anolherworld, do youtl;ink 
vou will be happy there ?' and she readily replied 'yes.' I added, 
' do you lovtfthe Lord V and she said, 'lam sure of that.' So far 
ns I know, these wore the last "words ihe ever spakcj except yf«, or 
no, to some triviSl questioiis asked her. On Wednesday morning 
s'f.e assumed the nppearatice of one in sound sleep. Her eyes were 
fast closed, and her breaihing hard. In this, state she continued 
until Friday night, wjien a change took place, which.notificd us that 
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her departure was nighi Her dying strife was so gentle- as not to 
awake her. At forty-%e minutes after ten oVlock.her spirit was 
permitted to leave its tenement of clay without rending it, and % to 
its long-Sought rest. «. 

* This earth is affected no opiate, 

With sickngfis, or Rha^q: with pain : 
The war in the members is o'er, 
And never shall vex her a^ain. 

*- No anger henceforward^ or shame, 
Sball rcf^f^'this innocent clay; 
Extinct is the animal flame, 
And ptt/saion is vanished away.* 

*^ The end of ike righteous is peace. ^* 



D 

Mr, Mefclsr's Opiniona-on varimi^ subjects connected with 
Churih,:i)is&ipline, 8fcty 

Mr Mercer's npinions respectitig matters pertainiirg to church 
order, as9ocia(ional jurisdictipn, and other kindred subjects, were so 
much valued,, and so often sought, .that many would no doubt consi- 
der a volume claimTng to be. any tmng like a full Biography of this 
eminent man, as radically defective, that did not contain some record 
of these opinions. The writer has therefore thought proper to*pre* 
sent in the aippendix, some of hip views upon these subjects ; believ- 
ing that though this portion of the work may not be as interesting 
to the general reader as other parts, yet that there are some who will 
consult it with much interest, and great advantage. If the reader is 
not prepared to sanction every opinion of Mr. Mercer's, which is 
here presented^ he cannot fail of finding much that will commend 
itself to his Judgment as judicious, solid, and useful. 

Disdpline. 

(Fromn Circular Letter published in the Minutes of the Ga. Association, 1806i) 

" That you may be able in this declining day, to, possess your ves- 
sels in sanctification and honor before him, who has called you into 
his marvellous light, and in that light shine before others to his praise; 
we would awaken you to, and exhof t you to be protpptly active in 
the ^i^^cution of discipline — discipline, vihhoMt, which there can be 
no union, order, ];feace or fellowship in the church ; no, nor church 
\tie\{-^disciplin'', whirji:, in its right use, is the church's ecclesiai- 
tical life— bond: of union and peace — spring oi order and fellow- 
ship — and great »OKJ'CC of harmony and love. 

20 
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" To this important duty and privilege, God opens the ear. Job 
36: 10. And commands it to be sealed among his disciples. »Jsa. 
8 : 16. 61 : 4. The prophet Malachi^^nd John the Bapt^, show 
that Christ, in the exercise of this '^^fice, would both purge iand 
scourge the wicked from among the righteous, so tfaat a clear dis- 
tinction should be made aind perpettmted between the godly 'S.nd 
ungodly, the chaff and the whe&t. Wal. 3: 1, to the 6, 16, J7, 18. 
Math. 3 : 10 and 12. And Chri»t discovered both the' authority 
and indispcnsahility of ihi§ duty, when he mat^e a scourge of small 
cords and drove the wicked out of his father's house. John 2: 15. ' 
Due attention to this rule will lead to prosperity, peace and pleas- 
ure. Job 36: U. Isa. 43: 18. Gal. 6:16. But the neglect thereof 
is invariably chastised witfi declension and deslrvcHon. Luke 19 : 42. 
Gal. 5 : 13, to the 17 , also read 2d and 3d chapter of Revelation. 

** Dear brethren, in addressing you on this subject^ we sKall use 
plainness of speech, and in a simple style, place before you a few 
very plain truths. Gospel discipline involves two very important du- 
ties equally iiidiepensable. ^ _ 

** Thejirst^ is that whicheach member should discharge towards 
himself. The second, is^ ihat which relates tp the whole body. 
These may be likewise, subdivided. 

" The former 4ncJj»desJ first, That restraint wjiich a christian, 
when Tight with God, places on the passions and propensities of 'the 
correal heart, byi which he subdues" and maintains the victory ovir 
them;^nd secondly,- that government which he exercises over the 
members of^his body, by which ho sanctifies them fur, and employs 
them in, the service of God.' 

"The latter embraGes, first, that line of duty to be ptirsued in case 
oX private or personal oifonce*; and secondly, that tp be adopted ip 
case of public and atrocious crimese To which we attend in order. 

*^AndJir(itj to discipline the heart, diligeSice is enjoined* Prov. 
4 : 23. 2 Pet. 1 : 5 — 10, to sj^ow that it is a duty to be performed 
only, by promptness, and perseverance. It includes three ihings: 
First, the detecting and crucifying all improper passions, or desires, 
that is^ all which on examination, (nnd none should pass without 
it,) shall be found rontrary to the holiness, and incapable of worji- 
ing the glory of God. Luke 9 : 55. Gal. 5 : 24. Heb. 3 : 12. 
Secondly, the guarding and restraining those affections, which ii^ 
themselves are lawful, but are capable. of excess, fur v_irtvo7ts, be- 
come vicious desires in the extreme.. Eph. 4 : 26. Col. 3 : 5. 
And. thirdly, the promoting and pursuing all gracious emotions, as 
leading into the knowledge and service of God. I'sa. 19 : 14. 1 Cor. 
14 : t. Eph. 3 : 16—19. 4 : 22—24 -'^ 

" Secondly: Your bodies are the members of-Christj and tempjes 
for the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. 6 ; 15.^19. Your whole deportment, 
therefore, should correspond with this consideration ; and all the 
members of the body be presented as living sacrificeB to God, a.id 
solely employed in his service: or, as a modern poet teaches: 

* A covenant with your eyts bo made ; 
Your wordah^ f^w,.,or fitly Ba^d, 
And seasoned well with ^race ; 
Be deaf, or only hear aright ; 
Your/oofffC^« planted in the light, 
To run thfl Christian race. 
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Your kanda be pure and rais'd to God ; 
Your taste delisted with his^ord> 
3e every memoir his ; !j« 
Delight to«m^^is rich'perfuipe. 
Which balins the air — will death o'ercome, 
And adds new charms to bliss.* 

"To be able to decide correctly on the affecdons of the heart, or 
tbe right use of the members of the body, it will be incumbent to 
cultivate an acquaintance with the laws of nature, ^grEtce, and provi- 
dence ; by which the natural, spiritual, and moral' fitness of things 
will appear; so that you may approve. the .things which are excel*- 
lent, and be without joffence till the* day of Chri&t. Phil. 1 ; 9, 
10,11. '"" 

" The second part of discipline teaches the rules of procedure in 
cases of public or private qffence ; which should be pursued with 
great exactness, without, partiality ur Ij^pocrisy. 

''Andi first, in case of .private offence. Be sure to follow pre- 
cisely the directions' of Christ given in Matt. 18 : 15, 16, 17; '^Tak- 
ing especial care that" you do not make that public which is,.. and' 
should be kept private, or that you do not make' yourselves guilty, 
in convening on private subjects to indifferent persons, thereby be- 
coming ui'e soifiers o^ dis'bord, or idlej miscTii^'%^ous tale-bearers so 
offensive to God. and destructive of human happiness. Lev. 19 : 16. 
Prov. 11:13. 18 : 8. 20 : 19. 25.: 9,^10. 26:21,22. .Thisrufe 
is particularly binding on the offended, commanding him to imme- 
diate ^ccKci/iaiory measures: but let not the offender thinJc himself 
secure in idleness, nor ca.relessly wait for his grieved brother to come 
and deal with, him ; but jet him attend to the counterpart of this rule 
in Ma.tr. 5 : 23 to the 26, whic^shqws it^to be the duty equally ^of 
the offender to go and be active in the adjustment of all difterences'; 
The sooner the better. Rom. 12 : 10, 11. 

**-But secondly,- in case of public and scandalous sins. The first 
sti'p to be taken is to reprove, admonish, and in a christian spirit, 
endeavor to reclg^im the apostate brother from ^he error of his ways. 
Lev, 19 : 17. Gal. 6:1,2. Eph. 5 : 11 . 2 Thes. 3 : 15. 1 Tim. 
5 :.20. Heb. 12 : 13, 14, 15. James 5 : 10, 20. This duty we 
fear 13- very-much neglected from some cause — the want of zeal-^or 
perhaps from a prevailing notion that it would be-im-proper to heal 
a'piiblic offencCf by a, private conversation: but however improper 
this might be, we cohbeive it would he highly proper to heal a pub^ 
lie offender by any means the gospel directs. The design however 
of such reproof, &c.,is not to cure the offence, hut /ww'who gave it; 
that he may may be prepared*to rempve the offence in that way the 
gospel requires* But ^houldhe fail to be reclaimed by this mea- 
sure, and not come to the church to meet, and in the best manner in 
his power, atone for his disqrders ; then it will be the duty of who- 
ever is .concerned in the case, when the church is setting in her offi-. 
ciul capacity, to bring such person before her bar, oc' make report of 
the case to her, whose duty it will be to call for, and reckon with 
him according to Matt. 18 : 24and31. But in case of gross enor- 
mity, under which the cause of, God an4,t.he church particularly suf- 
fers, it may be expedieht to proceed more promptly according to the 
case recorded in 1 Cor. 5th chap., which seems to have been donii 
vvithout sending for, or attending to the delinquent in any way. 
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" The great object of discipline is holiness to the Lord. Wiih a 
view to eccleaiaslicat holiiiMsj. it commences cautiously in. the re- 
ception of members ; and ends gloriously in consummating them in 
the beauties oi practical holiness. In receiving persons carelessly, 
or at. the instance of passion, you may corrupt the church, dishonor 
God, and involve, yourselves ip much distress, confusion, and sin. 
. Be careful, therefore, to receive none b(il)-,tbD9e to whom the gospel 
gives a right; Matt. 18 ! 3..5. Acts 5 : 13, 14. 1 Cor. 6 ; 17. 
That the church may be visibly vihat it is really, the pillah and 
GROUHD or THE TBHTH, and be presented a chaste virgin to Christ. 
1 'Jjm- 3 : 15. 2 Cor. ,11 : 2. But we are aware thai discipline may 
be so managed as to defeat its own design, and instead of unity and 
peace, produce divisions and strife., A government by majority nat- 
urally tending in impoHdnt matters, to make parties,, and breed 
confusion, should be studioi^ly avoided. Rather be of the same 
mind andj^udgment; espouse the c^se of the weak, or i>e. invaria- 
bly on the part of the aggrieved, whether major or minor; and let 
UHANIMITY be the bond of your peace. Psa. -133 : 1. 1 Cor. 1 : 
10, 11. 13. Eph. 4 : 2." 

Private Labors 'should generally precede Church action- 

^ '(From the Circular of the Georgia Associatioa for 1816.) 

' " It has been a custom pretty widely practised, to bring all cases 
of a public and offensive character, whether facts or reports, Jirst 
before the church, that they might be met and treated in a manner 
correspondent with their generafeand,infectious consequences. Tkiff 
rule we think excepiio'H-aiMe\- 

*' 1st. Because it is defective : for while it provides a remedy of 
the public effects, it proposes no means for the removal of the cause 
of offence. L- 

*'2d. It fosters neglect: 'Tis founded on the suspension of per- 
sonal intercourse, and consequently on the suspension of bro.therly 
love and christian core. — The. duty commanded by Paul and James 
to ' convert nnd restore such an one,* is totally -neglected and set 
aside by this rule. Wbat the Apostles make to be the proper bur- 
den and duty of an individual, is hereby thrown on the church, while 
the members content themselves individually; to be of the number 
who live in error. 

"Perhaps it maybe asked, shall we all gol Indeed, hrethreB, 
that might be the better state of the case. For admit * such an one' 
should be among you; and you all,' one by one, should make him a 
visit, 'in the spirit of meekness,^ on that account, in the course of a 
few weeks, ' would not his heart bebroken fur his sin ? or would he 
not bo left without excuse ? And would' not thnt "be much better 
than to pass him by, or treat him with neglect ? Surely you will 
answer, it would he better. 

"3d. \t, \a iineharitable : it is so distant — cocold — «o unfriendly, 
that it is more likely to disgust than reclaim — to harden than soften — 
to exclude than restore. But, 

" 4lh. It promotes iale'bearing. In the spirit of the rule con- 
estcd, you feel at liijeny to speak freely of such case* among your 
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eelves, and even to others ; by which you become ']taUlera, whisper- 
ers,' and the sowers of discord, rather thjn 'peace-makers.'' We 
.need not tell you that in mpd^rn, as well as ,in ancient times, there 
are many who say, * report apd w^ will report it.'* — That launy false- 
lind virulent tales areroften circulated, with celerity, to ruin the char- 
acters, -end hinder the usefulness of the best among men. By the 
rule in question, you may become the abettors, and forward the <Je- 
signs of the most cruel a^d inveterate men- 



"Exclusion should never be regarded as the result of our endea* 
vors. Every idea of union — the b'fest feelings of the heart, recoil at 
the shocking thought. • 'Tis the resort of despair — the dreadful al- 
ternative in case of incorrigibleness, like the amputaticrti df a mortal 
limb, to save the body from' its ruinous consequences. 

*f There are, however, a few cases which justify and require a re- 
sort to this severe measurcj with much less" ceremony than others : 
as when a man brought before the church for some notorious crime, 
makes great pretensions to humility and g^ly sorrow ; and being 
forgiven,, goes out and m similar cases, carries himself with ingrati- 
'tude and hardness'of heart towards. his brethren, or in any other 
way proves his acknowledgments before the church to have been 
h-yppcritical,-he may be presented to the church ^^ithout any per- 
sonal regardUhown him, because he has destroyed all' confidence in 
himself. As suggested in Matt. IS : 23, to the end. AYso when a 
hypocrite among you does what proves him so, like Simon Magus, 
' in the gall of bitterness and bonds of iniquity,' he may be cut oif 
without any endeavors to reclaim him, because there' is nothings pro' 
peril/, to which Jhe can be reclaimed- 

" Likewise, when a man forms any illicit connexion, or commits 
offences 'which 'prolong their effects, and which no sudden concessions 
can remedy ; as in the case of the incestuous man, h6 should with- 
out waste of time be * delivered to @atan for the destruction of .,the 
flesh,' and that his reformation and the proofs of itlbight be made 
manifest." ' 

Are aU cases of discipline to he rhqnaged and settled by Matt. 
18,: 15—17? 

" To this question we answer no, because other scriptures require 
a different treatment. It is evident as there are different causes of 
offence, so there must be aVarfation of management and termina- 
tion. The above rule, we conceive, provides only for personal and 
entirely private offences ; or cases which lie, alone between two 
brethren. For why should secrecy be enjoined in a case, which is 
known openly? Here private intercourse is enjoined in the first 
step, and only to be made public as the case might require. And 
we are of opinion, that if this rule was strictly regarded in all such 
offences, many of those cases would be nipped in the bud, or healed 
in the first intention, which, for the want of it, break the peace, and 
distract our churches with confusion and party strife. But we think 
It would be manifestly for the dishonor of Chris' «n4 contempt of 
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religion, to attempt to settle cases of public and scandalous offences 
by this rulCT„ v However^ we are fully persuaded that all cases, as a 
general rule, should commence in personal labors. The follow, 
ing texts lay thjs down clearly. Gal'. 6 : 1, requires, that, if a bro- 
ther' be overtaken in a fault,'- (i. e. caught,) the other members 
should restore him.. And by what fallows it is plain that it must 
be done in a tendier, careful, sy(npathizing manner, which cannot be 
done without personahendeavor. - 

" This is also inculcated in the allusions made by Paul to the mutual 
sympathy and care which God has. given to the members of a nat- 
ural body. 1 Cor. 12 J 25, 26 which cannot be fulfilled, but by thfe 
most careful and prompt, attempt to remedy the cause of -siiffering, 
according to the laws, of brotherly JWndness. , To this endeavor to 
restore an offending brother, the Apostle James encourages in his 
Epistile, 5 : 19, 20. Here the work of converting an erring brother 
must require personal labor. But though every case must be begun 
in personal intercourse ; yet it is not to end there. ■ Should the 
labors of brethren succeed m restoring the offending brother;he will 
as a matter of course, seek to repress the evil con^quences of his 
sinful course, which will require him to come befare the church to 
answer ^lublicly to the "charges against him, so that the scandal 
may be removed from the' cBdrch and cause of Christ. Should the 
well timed, and" well meant endeavors of the brethren fail, the delin- 
quent must be hailed before the church to answer for his offences. 
This is clearly indicated in Matht 18 : 32. In 1 Tim. 5 : 20. ^he 
Apostle directs that, they that sin. (openly doubtlessly, as private 
sin is otherwise disposed of) are to be rebuked before all. that others 
may fear." ' 

" There are a few cases which may be'pleaded as an exception to 
this rule, j Jhey are cases of such enormity as makes 'a speedy ex- 
ecution of discipline necessary to sustain the honor of the cause and 
the church, by .jijaking the offender an example of summary punish- 
ment. The iijstructions to/the church at Corinth in regard to the 
incestuous man are in point But we think the cases are few and 
very peculiar, which would justify a personal neglect of the offend- 
ing brother, to restore him to his forfeited standing' and lost com- 
forts." >\'' - ' ^ ;, 

^ .'' 
May a f^ur^ receive testimony fiom men ofthewarld ? 

" It should be kept constantly in mind, that the Church of Christ 
is a body of light, whose office is toshine to those who are mthout. 
The Apostle tells us that whatioever maheth manifest is light. 
But how can the church shine unto them, if she shut herself up from 
them, and. refuse their testimony without reason? Would such a 
coarse be walkihg towards them either honestly or in wisdom ? The 
object for which tesiimony is received at all,, is to ascertain the trnth ; 
but if a church re&se, all tesiimony from without, she will in many 
cases refuse valid evidence, and so obscure the truth, and injure the 
cause of union and ■fellowship.in herself. We will state a case. Sup- 
pose a member is accused of (drunkenness and blasphemy, under cir- 
cumstances which, if true, would break fellowship with all the oth$( 



APPENDIX. 447 

members, 4)ut the witnesses are two of the most respectable non- 
pfofessors in the neig!;hbdVhood, whose veracityhas not been ques- 
tionefl by any— ^BiUt because they are notmerribe.ps they are refused. 
Now, does this refusal do away the effect of their testimony from the 
minds of the church? Not at all. Then the fellowship of every 
member in the church is lost with this man, but he caiinot be exclu- 
ded, because there is no admissible evidence against him. -This 
would be an intolerable case. *^he better w^y is to hear all, and 
hold fast to that which appears just and good. The church is by 
no means bound to believe all the testimony which may be brought 
in, but should act wisely in weighing the evidence, in ascertaining 
the truth of the case on trial,, and coming to a righteous''decision." 

Havefimales a right to vote in, ih^ church in maiie¥s of disci- 



*^ To the. law arfd to the te&timony tljen let us go. In 1 Cor. 14 : 
34, 35, Paul lays down the fpllowing order : * Let your women keep 
silence in the churches; for it ia not permitted unto them to speak; 
but to-be under obedience; asillso-saith,the^law — And if they will 
learn any thing, let them ask their hUsbands at-home: for.it is a 
shame for women to speak in the churcji.' And againhe sait'h> 1 
Tim. 2^: 11 — 14: * Let the woman learn in silence with all subjec- 
tion. . But, I suffer not a woman to tt^acb, or usurp authority over the 
man, but to be.' in silenqe. For Adam was the first formed, then 
Eve. And Adam wa** not deceived .; but the woman, being deceived, 
was in the transgression.* 

*^ From these verses, it is generally agreed that women are de- 
barred any participation in the public ministry, and this is the uni- 
form practice (with one solitary exception) of all'the denominations* 
But are they not as fairly debarred participation' in^any exercise of 
authority, or government, which would even [Jut them on a par >vith 
male members? There is>a sense in which women are not permit- 
ted to speak in the churches; and yet there is a sense in which they 
may speak. Now in what may they not speak? In teaching and. 
governing. For these obvious reasons'^: 1. The law requires it. 
2. Adam was firsB formed, then Eve. This gi^es the man the rule 
and government; 3. The wpman, beingjdeceived, was in the trans- 
gression ; indicating her weakness, and affording a reason ever after- 
wards for her being und^ obec^ience with, all subjection. But in 
what may they spe^k? In praying and prophesying-, see 1 Cor. 
11:5.^ Acts 21i : 9. But this propkesying, when used by women, 
must not be teaching, but only for edifying. For it is not per- 
iviiTTED to a woman to teach. Now, then, if women are not per- 
mitted to teach and exercise' auth'ority in the churches, how can they 
vote in matters of discipline which is government? We are (and 
have been long) of opinion, that women are in the verses above, 
debarred the right of voting in the churches yA all matters of govern- 
ment, because they cannot use this right without being on a par with 
men, and in many instances taking the ascendancy, which is at pal- 
pable variance with the obeMence and subjection which is required 
of them. 
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" We BU9|>ect it is the general practice in the ehurchegof our or- 
der, to allow women this use. _But whenever o case of this UdA 
has come under our observation, we have noticed an obvious reluc- 
tance in adopting it. And within the sphere of our administration 
they have modeitly declined it. We have never had any difficulty 
on this subject with us, and we hope for the sake of the female chriS' 
tian ^character, ^vomen in no churches will ever make a difficulty of 
i t ; and if men should attempt At, in^view of honoring them, they will 
have grace enough to rise up with one consent, and pour the v/aters 
of jpious, modest, and humble contempt upon it and t]uench it at 
once." 

Is it gospel or duty for one thwck te receme persons excluded 
from an0ier church simply en account oftheiriidngfrienfl- 
ly to irenevolent institutions ? 

" On the above query we have .endeavored -to reflect withcool de- 
liberation, and th^;,Tesult of our thdugbts leads us to answrer it in tba 
negative, fixclusion from a regularly constituted church, is in itself 
right. It is the execution of a sentence on the authority of Christ, 
by the only authorized body ^ and bught to be respected by all orderly 
churches. But as in all human affairs there is a liability to err, 
even churches may become disorderly, and abuse their power, which 
was given for edification, by usin^ it for purposes o|^ destruction. 
The power to exclude may be used improperly in two ways; first it 
may be executed on proper subjects without a jiroper cause ; and 
secondly, it may be exercised on those over whom there was no ja- , 
risdiction. In either case the act is disorderly. In the case before 
us, it should seriously be inquired whether exclusion for the causes 
above stateS, is legitimately gospel order 7 If it shall be judged,^ 
(and we think it must be) that exclusion cannot rightly lie against 
any member, otherwise orderly, for uniting with such societies, or 
heing friendly tovvards them, -then it must be disorderly to exclude 
persons for such causes. The case, then, upon this hypothesis, 
presents an act of violence and disorder in its origin ; and as one 
act of disorder may excuse, if not justify another, we are led to the 
conclusion in this, and such like cases^ it would be to choose the 
least of two evils, to receive such persons, not as an orderly, but as 
a necessary act of indemnity against oppression." 
c 

what is the xnirwrity of a churBi to do when the majority {at a 
pari ofthenC) become notoriously immoral 1 

" In reply to this question, we are constrained to say that such a 
state of thing^'in a church, once regultfTf is the sheer neglect of a 
godly discipline. For if, when the church was in order," the mem- 
bers all sympathizing with each other, the first budding^' of immoral- 
ity in the enormities stated, had t^een plucked off by the gospel rule, 
such a state of misrule should never have existed. So that the pious 
minority must be deeply involved in the guilty causes of sucB a case. 
Now, therefore, they, repenting of their past negligence, should ad- 
dress themselves patiently to the work of reformation. In this, they 
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should be encouraged, by the promise made to any member in the 
Laodicean church (when in a similar state of decline) to enduring, 
persevering .eSbrCs. If these efforts sufficiently tried, fail, let the 
neighboring churches in good order, be called on to labor, to secure 
the desired end ; but if, after all, the majority remain incorrigible, 
, and refuse tOj, be corrected, then let the minority come '^out and be 
separate from them, as not being worthy to be acknowledged u 
church of Christ ; but rather as a synagogue of Satan." 

Is it right to exclude an offending brother from iHe Church hy 
a Committee, and fair the accusers and witnesfes to compose 

a part of that Committee? 

V , 

"We give it as our opinion, that many cases of difficulty which 
come up in churches, may be as well, if not better, adjusted by a 
committee of judicious.brethren, than by the church assembled'; but 
a'pommittee should ne'ver be. allowed ^7ta/ action in any case of dis- 
cipline. Committees should always report their actings and doings 
to the church for her confirmation or rejection. And we should 
think common prudence would select others on the 'committee than 
those concerned in the case to be examined. We are surprised that 
any body of brethren, worthy to be called a church, should place in 
a committee the accusers and witnesses in the case to be invg^ti-> 
gated ', and especially when tliat committee was vested with power 
to excommunicate the supposed otfender." 

•• . ' ^ ■ ■ '. *•■' ■ * _ 

Ought brethren to goto law tmA each other ? '1 Cor. 6 : 1 — 8. 

" It is evident the apostle's object in these verses, was to admon- 
ish his brethren against going to law.one with another, and to advise 
them to adjust all their civil disputes, amongst themselves by refer- 
ence ; and we are by no means-disposed to ^encourage brethren to go 
to law ; but rather settig their differences among themselves by ref- 
erence. But at the same time it ought to be recollectedr that the 
time and change in civil affairs, which seem to have been anticipated 
by the apostle, have long since taken place. Our laws and courts 
are founded on Bible principles. They, too are enacted and created 
by us as a republican people. Why, then, should we complain of ill 
usage in bein'g^brought before the bar of our own country, to be tried 
by the lavfs df our own enactment? Although, aswe said, we would 
by no means encoU'r'a'^c brother to go to law with brother, yet we 
cannot see any thing in this passage which forbids i.t, under present 
circumstances. At least, we thiiik, before the churches could with 
any propriety, withhold their members from seeking their rights at 
the tribunals of their country, they ought to establish an adequate 
system of administering justice in eiyil and pecuniary affairs within 
their own bodies." ^ „ 

What is valid bmptismJ 

" On the general principle, we say, as the best conviction of our 
own mind from the scriptures, that the only qualification in the sub- 
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ject of baptism, required in tbe Bible, is a credible profession of re- 
pentance towards Godj and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And a's to the administrator, the New Testament lays down directly 
nothing abqut it ; but it is faii^y to be inferred, that he should be a 
man ordi^ined to minister in holy things; of ordeily walk and gospel 
failh. But the question will be asked, what shall his faith be? We 
reply; from analogy, it would seem his faith should be in perfect 
harmony with that of the subject's. He must beljeve in repentance 
and faith, as required by scripture, jn order to baptism ; and baptize 
the-subject, vi}»Jg^tK, into Jesus Christ .according, to the faith Qf the 
gospel. ' % '^ ^ ' 

" What other degiees of faith may be requisite to a sound theolo- 
gical faith, we pretend not now to say ; but to a gospel, valid bap- 
tism,, we cannot see any thing^else necessary, ca io faith, but an ac- 
cordance of belief in administrator and subject, and that that be what . 
the gospel requires. 

" And in regard to C. W. or any other ihinister, who may have 
adopted some articles of faith (say Unitarian,) which dissolves his 
denominal4.onal connexion with the regular Baptists, but yeJ; retains 
his orderly christian character and his belief in the gospel require- 
ments in order to baptism, and baptizes into the faith, of Christ, ac- 
cording to the scripture, we cannot see why his baptisms shoald not 
be- admitted as valid; because bis faith and practice are acknow- 
ledged to be good, and he is uhcondemned so far as baptism is con- 
cerned. And we do not see how .Unsoundness in articles of faith* 
whichhave no regard' to the administration of ordinances, can affect 
the validity of their administration." 

Is it eonsisient, expedient, or proper, to baptize persons when 
they avow it as their intention to join some other denoinina- •■ 
tvm 7 

" Our opinion upon this subject is that Baptist ministers should 
forbear. The inconsistency of these persons, of itself, is sufficient to 
warrant such a course. They would be regularly baptized upon a 
profession of their faith, and yet retain a connexion with those who, 
it would seem from their conduct, they think are not baptized! 
What does it signify lo hoM right views ourselves, and to practise 
accordingly, shd at t^e same time connive at error in others by being 
connected with them in a church capacity ? We are decidedly of 
the opinion, that to baptize, under such circumstances, is not ' con- 
aistent, expedient, or proper.' 

" It is certainly desirable to commune with- those we think are 
christians T but to do this, we must not compromit truth, or encou- 
rage others to hold it in unrighteousness. " 

The ttse,ofthe Violin. 

(From a Letter to a Friend.) 

" You may ask me, if there is any evil in a fiddle or its use? I 
answer, perhaps no more than there is in an idol, or in meats offered 
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in sacrifice to an idol. ' Yet it is evil for any man to eat or play 
with offence.* Though TOU may have the knowledge that these 
things are simple and innocent, yet all good christians have not, and 
will bejgrieved with your meat, or playing the fiddle.' If, then, you 
persist, you walk uncharitably towards your weak brethren, and will 
be cbndemned by the apostle, Rom. 14 chap., latter part, and 1 Cor. 
8 : 9 — 13. ' I trustyou will digest this matter according to this rule, 
, and 6ct accordingly, as one who must give account. 

"But it is not certain that the use of the fiddle is innocent, be- 
cause things are always estimate'd according 1o .their .accustomed 
use. The fiddle has, within my knowledge, been inostly used in 
parties of pleasure, or in danting assemblies, sumptuous feasts, and 
balls, &c., and not in the worship of Gpd; so that its use will be 
associated with these in the mind, and therefore tend to strengthen 
them. But if the viol of scripture is the violin or fiddle of bur day, 
it is never mentioned but in connexion with such things as are an 
abomination'to God ! ,.--., 

" There is wo pronounced against those that invented to them- 
selves instruments of music like David — perhaps the fiddle is one ! 
I know of no instrumental worship approved in the, New Testament 
in the church of Christ, and am of opinion itJs too doubtful to be 
patronized. ' He that doubteth is damned if he eat,* &c. I trust 
you will strive to do good and not evil in all you do— study the 
apostle's advice, that whether you eat or drink, or whatsoevei;'you 
«io, dp all to the glory of God." - "■■ 



. Divorce. 

Mr. Mercer (contrary to the opinion of many divines,) con- 
tended that under the gospel dispensation no act whatever disannuls 
the marriage contract, so asto allow a remarriage of either, of the 
parties. Matt. 5 : 32, and other parallel passages he coiisidered as 
simply an exposition of the JewislT'law as it ^yas originally given by 
Moses, but which had become sadly pervgrtedby human traditions. 
The exception there made in case .of adultery, he did not conceive 
to be incofporated with the gospel law of marriage. 



Usury. 

This he considered a "vexed question," admitting much to be 
said on both'sides; but as. for himself he stated that he had never 
gained his consent to receive more than lawful interest for monev 
loaned, and he advised all his brethren to pursue the same course. 
It is to be regretted that on this subject RJr. Mercer did not take 
a more decided stand. The loaning of money at an exorbitant^in- 
teiest, has been a most serious evil to the country, and it would seem 
that the christian, who by his profession acknowledges his subjec- 
tion to "the .powers that be," ought not to feel at liberty to violate 
the law of the state. If the laws regulating this matter are unwise, 
let them be modified^ or .repealed; but whilst ihpvrpmnin na *tigy. 
are, let them be honored. 
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JFeet Washing. 

" In regard to washing the saints' feet/' says Mr. Sbei<wood, 
'•his opinion was that it should be attended whensoever brethren 
desire4,to exhibit a token of friendship for one another. This cere- 
mony was attended to once inthe meeting-house at Eatonton on Sab- 
bath evening, while he was pastor. It was with great hesitancy that 
I yielded to his request to wash mine. A few years after, when it 
was attempted to prove it to be an ordinance, and to be observed in 
connexion witji the Lord's Supper, he ceased the use entirely. He 
did not regard it as an ordinance, nor to be attended to with the 
Eucharist. He did not, so far as I could learn, engage in it for 
some fifteen years prior to his death. He looked upon it as a social 
duty among brethren." 

Chastisement of Christian Servants. 

It was his opinion that servants in the church ought to beadealt 
with and excluded before the/ were chastiBed by their masters. 

Prer^uisites to Ordination. 

"1. He (a proper candidate for ordination;) must be regenerate 
and born of God. 

"2. He must be of gocJ|(report, both in and out of the church. 
/• " 3. He must be called of God to the work : and, 

"4. He must have gifts suitable to the discharge of the duties of 
the office." ' ' 

Meaning of Ordination. 

" The meaning of ordination is, that the individual ordained is 
approved as a minister of, God, and sent forth, fndtied with power 
from^on high, toj)reacJi the gospel and administer its ordinances, 
wherever he may be. called in the providence of God." 

The Manner of- Ordination,. 

" The manner of ordination will be found in those rites and cere- 
monies used by the apostles in setting men apart to the gospel min- 
istry — and these appear to be 

" 1. Designation. To ascertain whom God has called and fitted 
for the work is an important part in ' the manner of ordination.' 
This lies at the foundation. It is the preservative of a sound and 
spiritual ministry. * ♦ * 

" But it may be asked whoseMuty is it 1 It is answered even na- 
ture teaches us that the church has the first concern in this import- 
ant duty. She is the mother. It must bo her's to rear her sons in 
the service of God, according to their several ability. * • * But 
the work of designation stops not here. Ministers, e»peci»lly ^ras- 
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ton, have a very responsible part in this busines| ; they are the 
watchmen on the walls, have thecare of the churches and the min- 
Istry both in their hands. Responsible oiiice i ■- ^ 

" 2, Examination, * * " If a man must desire the office, he 
apt to tenth and blamelesSj these things must be inquired into. But 
by vrhpra shall the examination be conducted 7 By the church T 
By no means; (the .church is the only proper Judge of character;) 
but by the Presbytery, or session of Elders. * * * Andif all (both 
church and presbytery) are unanimously^ and cpmfortahly agieed, 
(for there must be no s6hism in this case) that the thing isiof the 
Lord, then let the presbytery proceed ; 

" 3. By prayer and fasting (the church uniting in these) with the 
laying'on of the bands of. the presbytery, (or of one on the part of 
■the rest) to set him apart to the great work of the ministry. 

ic * » « * 

" From the scriptural account we have ofjhiS rite in ordination to 
church, or ministerial ofiiGCs, (for it is used in both,) and from the 
fitness of its 'meaning to convey the sense of the presbytery in ap- 
proving and receiving a. fellow-brother into the ministry; and from 
its being the only outiDard sign used in ordinations, recorded in the 
practice of the apostles, we are decidedly of opinion it should nevcf 
be wanting in the martrier of ordination among us." 

Ministerial aid in ordination necessary to ministerial felUno- 



In reply to one diifering from him in opinion, Mr, lVre.i^ef remarks 
as follows: 

*' It may be proper to say a little on the necessity of ministerial 
aid in ministerial investiture, in order to ministerial fellowship. 
This you rightly de&ne to be ' the union and recognition of brethren, 
who have, in^,accordance with djvine direct,ion, been regularly in- 
ducted into the ministerial office.' This is very just. A^d When 
evidence of this is ' satisfactorily obtained,' union, 'recognition, and 
cordial acceptance will be secured.. But can mere church compe-. 
tency effect this object ? Ministers of different Countries can have 
fellowship, readily ahd cordially, onlVvas th^ have confidence in the 
competency and authority of the body who invested them with the 
ministerial- office. But is the scheme of mere church appointment 
to that office capable of such confidence 3 The ministry is to minis- 
ters, what the cmirch is to common brethren; and a man might as 
soon be introduced to the fellowship of the church, wilhout being re- 
ceived by the member's of tho church, or some other in whom they 
had full confidence, as any one can be brought into the fellowship of 
the ministry without being received by the members of the ministry. 
The capacity of a church to inspire and sustain the nece'ssary confi- 
dence to secure ministerial fellowship, will more fully appear by con- 
siderilfig what a church may be. It is not fixed, I believe, what 
number of members may constitute a church. But very few, two or 
three, a single family, a bare sufficiency to carry on discipline ; let 
us fix at seven. How can this church afford confidence in the Jitness 
of her appointments to the end of the world* It cannot reasonably 
be! But your scheme is lesf tenable, when it is recollected, that it 
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renders die mir^sterial office elective. Then in rtiat case, not seven, 
but four against three (and these three may be the 'strength of the 
church,) appoints one of themselves to theoifi^e of gospel minister. 
Is it possible that such an appointment can give to any one an au- 
thoritative claim on all churches and ministers, to their cordial ac- 
ceptance and brotherly companionship ? * * • Besides the door 
it would throw widg open to vile speculation sndbase electioneering 
in reference to the gospel ministry. ' Men of corrupt minds — of 
cunning craftiness, who liein wait to deceive,' and ail high-minded, 
self-complacent, and designing men would find it easy to operate on 
these small and weak churches, an influence favorable to their base 
designs. t)nce establish it as the accredited rule, * that the church , 
has the only and tjje sole authority' to induct into the ministerial 
office, and that it is elective, and that instant you have opened the ' 
floodgates lo error, and exposed the church to divisions, feuds, strife 
andi destruction ! ■ , 

The duty of the Chwrches m relation, to the gifts of their mem- 
hers. „ 

^(From a il^ort prepared for the Ga. Association.) 

" First. Let it be held, in all the churches, as the sacred and 
unrestraitifi4 right of any male member, of orderly deportment, to 
exercise himself in the nee of any„gift he may think given Him of the 
Lord, in exhoitaiion or doctrine, for the edifici^ion and comfort of 
his hearers. " ^,- 

" Secondly. Let, it be regarded os the bounden duty of the 
churches, to- have a godly care over such, members, and to judge 
prudently arid faithfully -of the usefulness of their exercises. And 
after sifair trial, if any should appear unprofitable, lo forbear them 
ililove; if any m«icAie»OM«, to stop tllem ; and if any should be found 
useful in any degree, encourage them, and when their profiting is 
manifest at home, commend them to the neighboring churches and 
, ministers: ' 5 - . . 

" Thirdly. Let the ministers in the churcHbs, especially the pasr. 
tors, be careful to notice and encoilrage such licentiates in the exer- 
cise of their gifts, and in connexion with the chuiches, endeavor to 
prepnre and ripen them for ordination, so that their prnfiing may 
appear'to all, and that they are, in the office of gospel ministers, 
workmen noLto be ashamed." ^ 

" Resemblances and Differences between church auiJiority, and 
Oiat of an Association." 

"I. Resemblabces. — 1. Church authority is competent, in a 
judgment of , charily, to receive or refuse any, who apply for meni- 
bership, according to the requirements of the gospel— so the Associ- 
ation has the right^to judge of the soundness of any church, applying 
for reception, and to receive or refuse her accordinglyj, in conformity 
with the bonds of Assooialional union. , 

" 2. The church, by her authority is bound in duty to watch over 
and preserve her members in purity of faith and practice according 
to godliness— so the Association has power to keep a jealous guard 
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over the churches in unioji, to preserve them in unity and peace j 
according to the covenanted rules of agreement. 

*' 3, Church authority is restricted to the members of heu own 
body — so the Association has power over no church, .beyond those- 
of her own connexion. 

" 4. Church authority can do nothing but what is in accordance 
■with tfae plain dictates of God*s word — so an Association is bound 
to exercise her power by the principles of sticred moralityt in viola- 
tion of no scripture requirement. But — 

"XL Differences. — 1. Church authority is from Christ, as 
Head and'King alone; but that of an Association is from the churches 
oniy. -^ ^- \' 

'*2. Church auth,ority extends to every member indiviUuaVy ^ 
but- that of E^n As-s^iation has nothing to do with thev-government of 
individuals, as such, but regards churches alone, according to the 
articles of union. 

" 3. Church authority is competent to the examination of refrao^ 
tory members — to deliver them to Satan — to render them as heathen 
men or publicans; but an Association has no excommunicatory au- 
thority^^no, not of a cburchf This belongff to ©hrist, as Headea;- 
clusively. See Re;^. S : 5. 3 : Id. No church^j^ssociation, or ec- 
clesiastical body, has any power to excommunicate, or injure, or 
•unchurch a church of Christ; or even to dissolve one;' '1 his last 
act can only he done by the mutual consent of the members, by 
whose will ^/one'theji^ were constituted a church. 

"4. Church authority extends over rninisters. The church has 
prtftiary and final jurisdiction over them ag. members. She alone can 
call them out, and (by the aid of a presbtytery) ordain them ; and 
"for false doctrines or immoral c<jnduct, stop them from preaching 
and even excommunicate them; but an Association has no power 
over a minister to. call); ordain, censure, stop, or exclude him, but 
only through the authority of ibe church of which he is a member. 

** 5. Church authority commands her members, and for disobe- 
dience 'disciplines them ; but an Association can act only, asan ad- 
visory council to the churches in cases of difficulty." 

Ministerial aid not absolutely necessary' ixt the constitution of 
a church, or an 'association. 

' ■ ■:''?:^ f ., ;V 

" We have never seen one syllable on the suhjoct of a presbytery 
for the constittition of a'tihurch or an associntion. An^ never till 
lately Unew that it was sine qua non to either being received as or- 
derly bodieslffl We haye no, objection to ministers attending the con- 
stitution of churches and associations, as a mutter of expediency ; 
but to make" their presence an.d, office indispensable, is to set up a 
regulation nowhere to bei»found in scripture,, and consequently to be 
prudent above what is written. What constitutes, in oyr judgment, 
any number of believers in Christ a church, is their coming together 
into one (borly^ according' to the rules and faith of the gospel. And 
wherestiever any body of professed christians is found so walking to- 
gether, they should be acknowledged and received- as a true church. 
And when any number of ^fepcl churches agree to be united into 
one body, to act more efficiently in the cause of God, they should be 
received into correspondence unhcsitatinslvo'^ 
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As this yplume has been passing through the press, the priu|er has lua^e 
Mbw mist^es, none _pf them however of much importance. . The princisat 
one noticed iji the followiiig tiUt (with perhaps _on^ ' or two others) resulted 
ffoidtfae oversight a£ the Winter «''hen;do]af@cting^{upn,aterial0lbr the press. 
On page 16, liottom line^ for North CaroZma, rea^J^ftcj Vonnty. '' 
Fa^e 58, bottomliae, Sor^hurch, read churchea. 
Page 101, 4tli line from top, fov$th ver^j res^ 8tA €erti^ 
Page 107; for if; L. Brooka; read I. L, BtookcM. .^''. ^ 

Page 137, 7th line from top, for contri&uf e, read contnbvttd* 
'*Page 158,9th linftfrom hottom^ £orident^t^AinMeI/w, read idtm^ffi- 
in^ AimceZ/witA. / ,_ , 
Page 176, Vtbline from botictm» tat Medwaif, read ItRttaay. 
' Page ^1, 3d line frpm top, fbr reiolved, read revolved^ 
iPage 257, 13th line fio^ bottom, fofffoodly dise^ltkti^^i godly diad- 

^plinei ■*'-'''■ ' .. , '^ . 

Page 4;^6, the printer by mistake omitted the letter «hich, dj^i^d de- 
fiignate Appendix^ C. ■■' 



